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tions which we got hold of. Membership 
in the Trust costs $20,000. In special 
cEises, installment pa3mients can be ai-
ranged. 

According to the solicitation. Trust 
members of the class of '95 could attend 
a series of retreats with senators — nor
mally five to eight were on display — in 
which they had the "opportunity to dis
cuss importfmt issues and ideas on pub
lic policy and politics in the company of 
prominent Democrats". 

Events last year included a "Strategic 
Retreat" in March at the La Costa Resort 
in Carlsbad, CEdifornia; August's Nan-

On Newt's recent 
fundraising jaunts for 
GOP candidates, he has 
flown aboard a US 
Tobacco Company jet. 

tucket Weekend, where Trusters were pu t 
u p at The White EHephEint Inn and inter
mingled discussions with "relaxing sum
mer activities, private receptions and 
dinners"; and a November pheasan t 
shoot in South Dakota hosted by Senate 
Minority Leader Tom Daschle. 

Already in jEuiuary of 1996, Senators 
Howell Heflin of Alabama, Joe Biden of 
Delaware and Tom Harkin of Iowa gath
ered in Aspen for a ski trip with Trust 
members. Other events planned for this 
year, says the solicitation, are "Mardi 
Gras in New Or leans wi th Sena to r 
Breaux and the Democratic National 
Convention in Chicago in August". 

Stephanie Cooper, who runs the 
Majority Trust program, was not 
enthusiastic about discussing the 

Breaux letter with us. She described it as 
a "small committee with loyal members" 
and said that the number of people was 
"private information we'd rather not dis
close". 

According to Cooper, "there's nothing 
inappropriate about [the program]"; it is 
"nonsense" to suggest that donors gain 
unwarranted access. "It 's like flying", 
Cooper told us. "Some sit in first-class 
and some sit in coach" — as cogent a 
description of the American democratic 
process as one could hope to find. • 

Punch Bowl 
Crossblather: 
It's Geraldine! 
iiAnd from the left, I 'm Michael Kin

sley" — week after week, until he took 
himself off to Seattle to edit an on-hne 
magazine for Bill Gates, the neo-Uberal 
Kinsley would chirp this nonsensical po
litical ID into CNN's cameras. A few 
weeks before he left, Kinsley gave up: 
"From the left, from the right, from wher
ever," he chorused cynically. "I 'm Mi
chael Kinsley." 

But Kinsley has gone and Crossfire's 
producers have been casting about for a 
suitable replacement Under the simple 
grid imposed on the nation's seething 
political passions, in this year Crossfire's 
"leftist" will have to speak up for the 
Clinton administration. 

The first choice was White House aide 
George Stepheuiopoulos, who declined 
the honor, even though CNN assured 
him the seat would be kept warm until 
after the November election. Christopher 
Hitchens is an occasional guest on the 
show, but he's no Clinton loyalist and as 
a regular host would be too raffish in style 
for the sober CNN-ers. 

An embarrassing week's worth of 
mentally inert John JCennedy showed daat 
he was indeed Camelot redux. The perils 
of the left-Clinton-loyalist prescription 
was displayed by the fate of Jeff Cohen, 
director of FAIR and habitual critic of the 
constricted either/ors of mainstream 
joum£Jism. Facing Robert Novak and 
Linda Chavez he tried to defend the in
defensible, namely the White House's 
conduct in the Travelgate affair. This is 
not a burden any FAIR director should 
encumber himself with. 

After toying with other temporary "left" 
hosts such as Juan Williams cmd Bob 
Beckel, WfJter Mondale's campaign man
ager and a Beltway PR flack, the CNN 
high brass has now selected Mondale's 
1984 running mate, Geraldine Ferraro. 
The alternate will probably be former 
Kennedy speech writer Robert Shrum. 
Our one previous viewing of Ferraro dis
played a dreary exchange on Whitewater 
which had all the brio of an ill-produced 
Japanese Noh play. Ferraro and the other 
guests were reduced to waiting for Sena
tor Richard Shelby of Alabama to arrive 
and inject some fizz into the proceedings. 

Ron Brown: Dynamic Genes 

Endless are the scandals and conflicts 
of inteiest swirling about the person 

of Commerce Secretary Ron Brown. One 
month it's revealed that he owns slum 
properties in the Washington, DC area. 
Thereafter it's found that he and his cro
nies charged millions in personal expenses 
to the government during the conunerce 
secretary's business trips abroad. 

A less noted story involves Brown's 
son, Michael Brown, a 30-year-old lag
gard who never passed his bar exam but 
nonetheless has moved from one high-
paying job to the next, at least since his 
father joined the Chnton administration. 
A lobbyist at the firm of Greenberg, 
Traur ig , Hoffman, Lipoff, Rosen & 
Quentel, Brown Jr. last year was named 
to the board of directors of Dynamic En
ergy Resources Inc., a natural gas com-
pEiny based in Tulsa. On joining the 
board. Brown received a 5 percent stake 
in the company and a $60,000 golf club 
membership in Tulsa. 

The Banality of Hillary 
"So let's assume that Hillary personally eighty-sixed seven travel office employ

ees. As Jimmy Tingle pointed out at a benefit for the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, AT&T fired 44,000 and nobody said a word." This Nation editorial is a 
promising line of defense of a woman who sponsored the firing of seven civil 
servants for the express reason of installing her own cronies and who, to justify 
this behavior, set the FBI and the IRS on the unfortunate people, costing one of 
them $500,000 in legal bills before his name was cleared. 

Another parallel the Nation editorial writers might like: "Next to the Nazi's 
extermination of the Jews, Hillary's staff problems scarcely seem worthy of 
extended commentary." • 
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Last October, six months after Brown 
stepped, down from a brief stint as acting 
CEO, Dynamic Energy filed for bank
ruptcy. Now, as reported by Legal Times, 
a major stockholder has filed suit against 
company directors, including Michael 
Brown. Linda Price accuses them of "sys
tematically looting" the firm of more 
than $3 million and says that Michael 
Brown, ^ o received $7,500 per month 
in salary and u p to $800 for erpenses, 
"provided no services of vtdue to the cor
poration in exchange for said transfers". 

An ex-employee has also accused Dy
namic Energy of making $15,000 in Ule-
gal campaign contributions to W. Stuart 
Price, the firm's ex-president, -vho unsucr 
cessfuUy ran for Congress in 1994. Mi
chael Brown headed compEuiy when the 
contributions were made and "coidd be 
hit with civil and possibly even criminal 
pentJties if it is shown that he knowingly 
authorized contributions made in viola
tion of federal campaign laws", accord
ing to Legal Times. 

Dynamic Energy is stuffed with peo
ple with links to Ron Brown. Two Com
merce Department employees, Gilbert 
Colon and Trisha Lum (the latter is the 
daughter of Dynamic Eiiergy CEO Nora 
Lum) took posts with the Tulsa company. 
Helen Yee, the mother of Melinda Yee, 
another Commerce employee, is also a 
Dynamic Elnergy board member. 

Nora Lum herself is a close friend of 
Brown's. She helped raise money for the 
Democratic National Committee during 
the commerce secretary's tenure there. 
She attended Clinton's inaugural dinner 
at the Washington Convention Center 
and sat with the Commerce Secretary, 
the host of the event. 

Steve Stockman Bites 
The Hand That Fed Him 

R ep. Steve Stockman of Texas, most 
recendy heard attacking the JCinsey 

report and saying (with some justifica
tion) that it caused the sexual revolution, 
is one of those wild-eyed GOP freshmen 
who insists that balancing the budget is 
a simple matter of hacking away at social 
programs. Last year Stockman voted to 
cut student loan programs by $3.9 billion 
and supported a provision which wiU 
allow lenders to start charging interest on 
student loans from the date of gradu
ation, thereby killing the previously exist
ing six-month grace period. 

At the same time Stockman has been 
coy eibout the fact that he took out tens of 
thousands of dollars in student loans to 
attend the University of Flouston-Clear 
Lake, where he graduated with a degree 
in accounting in 1991. Though Congress-
members are required to reveal liabilities 
of more than $10,000, Stockman failed 
to list his outstEmding student loan debt 
of $15,630 on his 1994 disclosure form. 

The Texas congressman may have 
omitted this information because, as re
ported by the Beaumont Enterprise, he 
defaulted on his student loan payments 
in May of 1994. The outstanding $15,630 
was then paid of f by a state agency which 
guarantees payment on student loans. 

Stockman claims that the whole thing 
WEis a siUy misunderstanding and that he 
was not credited for a $2,000 payment. 
His campaign has failed to produce a 
check to back up this assertion. 

Mobutu's Friends 

Last October 15 we reported that for
mer President Jimmy Carter was dis

creetly laboring to smooth US relations 
with Mobutu Sese Seko, the Zairian dic
tator. We've now learned details about 
recent efforts on Mobutu's behalf by a 
coalition of Washington lobbyists — 
ranging from Paul Erickson, head of 
Erickson Associates, a Virginia-based 
consulting firm, and a campaign advisor 
to Pat Buchanan in 1992, to former 
Democratic Rep. Mervyn Dymally, a past 
head of the Congressional Black Caucus 
and chieftain at the Dymally Interna
tional Group. 

The focus of the campaign, begun in 
mid-1995, was to pressure the Clinton 
administration to grant a visa to Mobutu 
for a visit to the US (he h.as been banned 
for years). Thus far the Qintonites have 
refused to accede to the visa request. 

Working for Dymally on the Zaire pro
ject is Faye Williams, a long-time member 
of his Congressional staff Last June, she 
sent a letter to every member of the Con
gressional Black Caucus pleading with 
them to press National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake and Assistant Secretary of 
State for African Affairs George Moose to 
give Mobutu his visa. She also asked re
cipients to write "a brief letter to Mobutu 
agreeing to meet with him". 

In her letters, all signed "Yours for 
World Peace and Justice", Williams said: 
"as a well established human rights ac

tivist, I support the concept of negotiated 
dispute setdement and engaging parties 
with whom I have disagreement". But 
WOUams' exalted motives do seem to carry 
the stain of cruder expectations. At
tached to her letter to Rep. WiUiEun Qay 
is a handwritten note: "Thanks for all of 
your help...This is a subcontract, but who 
knows, if I 'm successful here, perhaps my 
own contract thereafter". Clay did not 
respond to Williams' plea but at least two 
members of the Caucus —Walter Tucker 
of California and Earl HiUiard of Ala
bama — did write to Moose, using lan
guage Williams had recommended. 

Carville Does Lines 
With Andy Griffith 

Besieged over charges concerning 
Whitewater, Hillary Clinton took an

other hit for allegedly using a ghostwriter, 
Barbara Feinman, for her new book, /( 
Takes a Village. Our view is that the gen
erally abhorrent views in the volume — 
mosdy asserting ways the state c£tn in
trude into people's Uves in the name of 
"children's rights" — are certainly the 
First Lady's. Feinman's role was prob
ably to disentsingle the working drsifts 
from other papers on Hillary's desk, such 
as time sheets for the Rose law firm, notes 
from Vince Foster and other detritus 
awaiting the shredder. 

Another CUntonite had extensive help 
with h i s new book. In the acknow
ledgments to We 're Right, They're Wrong: 
A Handbook for Spirited Progressives, 
presidential advisor James CarviUe writes, 
"First and foremost, I a m grateful to Low
ell Weiss. If I were the land of person who 
put justice before ego, Lowell's name 
would be on the cover with mine." 

From what we understeind, the name 
of Weiss, who works for The Atlantic, 
would be on the cover along with a num
ber of other ghost contributors. CarviUe's 
name wouldn't appear at all. We have 
been told that a staff of around five 
worked on the book. Some chapters were 
written by team members and then re
vised with CarviUe's suggestions. 

The staff often met at CarviUe and 
Mary Matalin's Capitol HOI digs. CarviUe 
was frequendy remote from the task of 
Uterary production, only coming to life 
during TV reruns of "The Andy Griffith 
Show". He mightily impressed his helpers 
by chanting dialogue from the big scenes 
in sync with the soundtrack. • 
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Sierra Club: They Stole 
from the Poor (and the Rich); 
They Gave to Themselves 

This is a cautionary parable for all 
those philanthropists •wiio dream 
of making a better world by leav

ing their money to tax exempt founda
tions. In 1970 Harvey Mudd Jr., heir to a 
mining fortune and a resident of Hondo 
Arroyo, northern New Mexico, became 
m.uch moved by the grievous situation of 
rural Hispanics in his locality. For four 
centuries these Hispanics had been pas-
toralists, graziog their sheep on commu
nal lands north of Santa Fe. 

Under the 1848 treaty of Guadeloupe 
Hidalgo, the US government was man
dated to cede these lands to their historic 
grazers. Proceeding along the fanuliar 
trail of broken promises, the US govern
ment did nothing of the sort. The terrain 
in question became a swindlers' bazaar, 
shunted from one land speculator to the 
next. 

By the 1940s more than a miUion 
acres of these lands had ended up in the 
hands of the US Forest Service, an agency 
with a traditional enmity towards His
panic sheep ranchers, not on the ground 
that sheep degrade terrain (true across 
the arid "West), but because communal 
use of the land was contrary to the Forest 
Service's own land ethic, where exploit
able resources were required to yield a 
return under capitaUst business princi
ples. This wEis early twentieth century 
"progressivism," with big government 
and big business rationalizing federal as
sets at the expense of communal users in 
the southwest and small sawmill opera
tors in the Pacific Northwest. 

In New Mexico the social engineers in 
the US Forest Service wanted to turn 
the Hispanic pastoralists into timber 

workers. To this end they inexorably 
raised grazing fees to the point where the 
Hispanic shepherds could not possibly 
make a hving. The grazing permits ended 
up in the hands of Anglo ranchers, banks 
and insurance companies. 

Having driven the grazers into bank
ruptcy the US Forest Service made a 
wretched hash of its timber projects. The 

null destined to be operated by local peo
ple ended up in the hands of a British 
transnational, Hanson PLC, which pre
ferred to employ Anglo workers. 

In 1967 the Hispanics finally rebelled 
in a spirited uprising aimed at recovering 
the lost lands. The rebellion culminated 
in the armed takeover of the county 
courthouse at Tierra AmariUa, in the Rio 
Chama valley. Such was the social crisis 
that aroused the interest and the sympa
thy of Harvey Mudd. 

The Sierra Club used 
money intended to 
beneHt poor pastoralists 
to help buy San Francisco 
real estate. 

Mudd was a significant figure in the 
local environmental movement. In 
northern Now Mexico. Htindsomely ac-
coutered with a trust fortune, he created 
Frontera del Norte, a fund within the 
Sierra Club Foundation dedicated to the 
acquisition of grazing lands for rural His
panics in the curea. Mudd seeded the fund 
with $100,000 in Cyprus Mine stock, the 
f etmily comptiny which had made most of 
its pile in South America. 

Later in the year of 1970 Mudd met 
with his friend Roy Graham HI, resident 
of Albuquerque and one of the heirs to 
the Firestone tire fortune. Mudd showed 
Graham photographs of a 2000-acre par
cel, known as High Mountain Ranch, 
which Mudd said could be bought for a 
cooperative of the grazers for $200,000. 
After assurances from Mudd and offi
cials at the Sierra Club Foundation that 
his money would only be used to buy 
these grazing lands in northern New 
Mexico and that the interest on his 
money would accrue into that fund, Gra
ham agreed to match Mudd's stake and 
put $100,000 in Firestone stock in Fron
tera del Norte. 

Over the next ten years Mudd received 
repeated assurances from the Sierra 
Club Foundation that its officers were 
assiduously searching for the appropri
ate property. The High Moxintain Ranch 
deal had fallen through. 

We now continue the story from Gra
ham's perspective. The next he heard 
about the consequences of his donation 
came in the form of a desperate plea from 
the Sierra Club in 1980, requesting his 
permission to transfer temporarily his 
$100,000 gift to the Sierra Club's general 
fund. Graham consented in a terse note, 
but urged the Club to get on with the 
all-important business of finding the 
grazing lands to which he had dedicated 
his money. 

Another ten years passed. In De
cember of 1989 Graham read a 
, newspaper story eibout the in

creasingly impoverished state of the His
panics in northern New Mexico. He fired 
off a letter to the Sierra Club demanding 
an accounting of his gift. The Sierra Club 
F o u n d a t i o n ' s pres ident , Stephen 
Stevick, responded in due course that (a) 
no grazing land had been bought, and 
that (b) the Frontera fund had a balance 
of $150,000 and that no interest had 
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