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BELLEROPHON
- AND THE
CHIMERA o
By MORRIS J. STEELE

Becuuse a ng set 'I'raps to klll him, this Greek became o
one of 'I'he grea'l'esl' legendary heroes of ancient hme

v

son of Glaucus, and -the grandson of Sisy-

BELLEROPHON or Bellerophontes, was the

phus, who was one of the great men.of an-

cient Ephyre, or'modern Corinth.

"When Anteia, wife of Proteus, King of Argos,

“fell- in love with him, she made overtires which

were rejected by Bellerophon. True to the tradi-
tion of “a woman spurned” she sought revenge;
and true to the “Potiphar’s wife” theme, she ac-
cused him to her husband. ]
Proteus thereupon sent Bellerophon to his fa-

" ther-in-law; Iobates, King of Lycia, bearing a note

which directed Tobates to have him killed.

... However, prevxous to this event, Bellerophon

~

had succeeded in taming the winged horse, Pegasus,
at Corinth, and thus rode the animal to Lycia.’

Arriving there, the King sent him in a suicidal °
mission against the Chimera, which was a -fire-
breathing monsteér, part goat, part serpent, part
lion. In a thrilling battle, mounted on Pegasus,
Bellerophon succeeded in killing the Chimera..

Tobates was not baffled for long. He promptly
sent Bellerophon against a warlike tribe, the Soly-
mi. Bellerophon -adminstered the whole tribe a
resounding whipping and returned tnumphant,
eager for more battles.

Obhgmgly Tobates sent him against the Ama—

‘zons, who, in addition to being féarsome warriors,

were also women. Nothing daunted, Bellerophon
forgot his gentlemanly instincts long enough to
cuff them around in unmerciful fashion, emerging
the v1ctor over very potent muscles -and non-

existent 'feminine charm. (It has been said that |

the Amazons amputated their right breast to avoid
obstruction of the strings of their mighty bows.)
Irked by his "constant failures to execute the

doughty young warrior, Iobates selected a- group .

of his own chosen warriors and laid an ambush
for the youth. It was to be outright murder. It
turned out to be a form of murder, all right, but
Bellerophon did the thurdering. He waded through

_the ambushers with great gusto.and came up. yell-

‘recognized the fact that Bellerophon was more -

ing for more.
There was only one thing for Tobates to do; he

than human, and capitalized on the realization by
marrying his daughter to him.
A lot of money must have gone with the deal,

[y
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and the ;eason for it xmght be apparent when we
consider that legend says nothing about the daugh-
ter’s looks, which in legend means she hadn’t any
—at any rate, Bellerophon lived in prospenty for
. several years.

It'is said the gods love battle——espeaally if
someone else is doing the battling; which may be
the reason that Bellerophon finally fell .out of
favor with them. Two of his children died, and
Bellerophon was gnef-stncken He became a wan- -
derer, shunning mankind.

One version of legend gw&s a more definite rea-
son for Bellerophon’s sxmpleton-hke visit to Lycis
bearing a note directing his own destruction. It

- seems he was fleeing from the consequences of

slaying the Corinthian hero, Bellerus, or *his own
brother;, as some accounts have it.

That Bellerophon recognized the fact that some-
one was after his scalp is revealed .by his subse-
‘quent visit to Proteus to take Anteia for what
may have been the first!“ride.” He took her on.
the winged horse, Pegasus, to a great height and
revenged himself by the simple expedient of drop-
ping her off and telling her to walk back.

- It might have been the effects of his sudden
_affluence after his marriage  to the daughter of
‘Tobates that caused his falling into disfavor with '
the gods. -1t i5 said that men with nothing to
occupy - their time, and too much money, get into
mischief by thinking up things to do that are a
little too ambitious, Bellerophon, having a winged

~horse, hit on the idea of flying to heayen. We can

understand why the gods objected. )

They caused him to fall from his horse. Perhaps
this is the best proof of his innate toughness, be-
cause the fall only lamed him, in spite of the fact
that he bailed out without a parachute.

Bellerophon, accordmg to accounts of the detalls
of his first amazing feat, the taming of Pegasus,
accomp!ished the trick by means of a special bridle
given him by the goddess, Athena.

Although Bellerophon' is-considered. to be a
strictly Greek hero, he was actually stolen by the
Greek mythologists from an Oriental beginning.
Little is known of his exploits as an Oriental hero,
although they must have been considerable, or he
would not have been adopted by the publicity-
loving Greeks.
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FANTASTIC ADVENTURES

READER'S PRIZE CORNER

< this magazine will pay $10.00
“for the best letter of not more
than 100 words stating simply what you
like best about Fantastic Adventures,
and what you like least. Such criticism
may include suggestions for changes.
Winner will be announced in the issue
immediately following.
of the editors of this magazine will be
final. " In case of ties, the award will be
made on the basis of neatness and
clarity of presentation. Closing date
will be the 20th of the month preceding
the date of this issue. Each letter
should be accompanied by listing, in
order of preference, of the stories in
this issue (coupon below may be used,
or a reasonable facsimile). Only stories
read need be listed.

EDITORS, FANTASTIC ADVENTURES
540 N. Michigan Ave.
Chicago !1, Il
Sirs:
I rank the stories in the June, 1944, issue as

follows: (Indicate preference by numbermg ]
to 8-in squares. Mark X for stories not read.)

THE STRANGE MISSION OF ARTHUR
PENDRAN

THE MAN WHO LOST HIS SHADOW
THE TRUTHFUL PENCIL

HITLER'S RIGHT EYE

MAN FROM THE MAGIC RIVER
BURY ME DEEP

HORN O’ PLENTY

CURSE OF THE PHANTOM LEGION

OooooOogoog

Name .....ciiieneicteresonveenvossoeenans

P N RN T N A

Address ...........

City ....... Cereeans vesassne. ZoNO ......

ACH issue, until further notice,

The decision

1SUPER POWER

“Moulder of MEN!"
T he amazing super

plctured in the four
exerclses, mada of %"

CRUSHER GRIP:

power Crushsr Grip|-

high tension stee, has}
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470 vouR BACK,
| CHEST, BICEPS

@Here fg yourf

easy = steps, prac-
tised only & few
‘| minutes a da{
will help build
| inches of power
packed muscle on
your frame, develop

stomach and leg mus-
. clss, make [ new mnn

wlm Your ordar
UPE PO

ﬂng an
it’s FREE “with _~
your order. &

been used by some of
the strongest men in
the worldl America
today has no place for
weaklings. America
needs STRONG ’
men who will bulld
the better world of to-

tomOorrow’s  successes
by developing crush-
ing strength today!
| Complete illustrated
instructlons with each.
Crusher Grip.

morrow. Prepare for |’

cle

don't bring

.} you eatisfac-

tory results

) an amaz-

b mgly short
time W

E
GIVE YOU DOUBLE YOURB
ACK.

SEND RO RIONCEY

e

Just fill in and send conpon. Than

Crusher Grip and free Super Power Hand Grl
only $1.98 plus postage.

champions do. Rush

postman delivers your Super Power
ps, pay B!m
Develop champlon strengih os
coupon. . . . Now!

MUSCLE POWEGR €O.

Dept. 8612, P. O. Box Neo. 1

Station X, New Yor: 54, N. V.

Sénd me the Buper Strength Crusber Grip as described. I Al poy
the postman only $1.98 plus postage. Alco anclose the Bnpa' Porrcy
Hand Grips free with my order

NRIMO cenosescosrssocsascsssssnettercessmersoetsntettsncsscesss

AATEE cuvviuneeeennoscrsessansrsasacsnnsearsasssssnsssseseons
(SPECIAL) If you are aboard ship or outside the
U. 8, A. please sénd money order for $3.15.




