T IS with pleasure that we announce the reappeax‘ancg of Fantastic Novels as a bi-
_monthly magaziné, alternating with Famous Fantastic Mysteries. We know that
readers of Fantasy all over the world will be pleased .to see F. N. on the mnewsstands

again. They will realize immediately upon seeing A. Merritt’s “The Ship of Ishtar” fea-
tured on the cover, that the treasure house of the classics acquired by Popular Publica-
tions has been opened once more to those who care for the best in “fantastic” literature.

We have thousands of requests that this, the companion magazine of your (beloved
Famous Fantastic Mysteries, be used as a vehicle for the great stories from the renowned
Munsey grdup of magazines, ndw owned 'by this company, the republication of which was
discontinued in F, F M. in 1942,

Well, fantasy readers, here it is! So write in and tell us which of the old favorites you
want to read, and tell us what you think of the present issue. Heip us get the “What Do
- You Think'ﬂ” department launched with the next issue—May, 1948, on the mewsstands
March '19. Address your comments to the Letter Edltor Fantastic Novels, 210 BE. 43rd
St., New York 17, New. York. y;

The May issue will feature “Jason, Son of Jason,” by J. U. Giesy. This is a complete
novel in the “Palos” series, and a very glamorious one. Another gem of fantasy history
will appear in the May issue. This is “The Moon Pool”, by A. Merritt, which preceded
the full novel-sized “The Conquest of the Moon Pool”, a story which ‘inéidentally, we
plan to publish soon in the pages of this magazine. Both stories will be illustrated by
your ‘favorite F. F. M. artists. ] N

Famods Fantastic Mysteries will continue With i’ﬁs present policy. The April issue will B
be on sale February 20, featuring “City of the Dead” by Augusta _G:roner.
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[HlisTory’s greatest heroes ride
with you in spirit in the U. S. Army’s
glory-covered Armored Cavalry. It’s
the fastest moving, hardest hitting
combat team in the world.

.You ride in the great tradition of
Jeb Stuart and Phil Sheridan. But you

move twice ‘as fast and hit ten times .

as hard. You inherit the mantle of
Patton’s incomparables who swept
across Africa, broke the line at St. Lo
and hurled shattering thunderbolts at
the heart of Nazidom.

The Armored Cavalry offers big jobs
for big men. Not big in

high adventure and féét-moving life of
this proud fighting outfit.
You’re more than a soldier in the

* Armored Cavalry. You're 'Arti]leryé
. man, Infantryman, Tanker and Cavs

alryman —with ‘the hardest hitting
qualities of a]l four. :

If you have a talent for motors and

guns, if you like action, if you want to
learn leadership, this is the job for you.
High pay. Good food. and quarters:

Travel opportunities. A chance to-

further your education. *
Visit your U. S. Army and U. S. Air
‘ Force Recruiting Station:

size alone. But big in
courage and brains, Men
who can take it, who
crave the excitement;

| GEERS T2 puines

U. S. ARMY

.AND U. S. AIR FORCE



A queer, inscribed block of stone found. in the ruins of
‘Babylon! And out of it came a call, strong across the

. centuries, from
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an ancient, enchanted sea, where sailed
—7The Ship of Ishtar! -
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CHAPTER I

THE BLOCK FROM BABYLON

great block, vaguely puzzled, vaguely
o) disturbed. Strange, he thought, yes,
strange, ideed, how all his unrest, his
formless longings, his haunting unhappi-
ness seemed to center upon it. It was as
though the block drew ‘them to it—like a
magnet of stone. And was there subtle
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§ OHN KENTON stared down at the
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promise in ‘that inexplicable focusing?

He stirred impatiently; drew out again
Forsyth’s letter. It had come to him three
days before, that message from the old
archaeologist who, by means of Kenton’s
wealth, was sifting for its age-long-lost
secrets the dust of what had once been
all-conquering Babylon.,.

Eagerly had Kenton desired, eagerly had
he planned, to go with that expedition.
All his life the past had called to him.
During all his years he had hearkened {g



