[ XXX ]

The regular edition of The American
Language by H. L. Mencken is on sale
at all bookstores at $5.00 the copy.

FREE ! “The American Language’’ by H. L.
Mencken will be sent FREE with a subscription to
THE AMERICAN MERCURY for $5.00, the price of the
subscription alone.

HERE is the fascinating story of the growth of a great language,
with all the strength and the power and the charm that can come
from the pen of H. L. Mencken.

Walt Whitman in “November Boughs' wrote “Language, be it remem-
ber'd, is not an abstract construction of the learn'd, or of dictionary
makers, but is something arising out of the work, needs, ties, joys,
affections, tastes, of long generations of humanity, and has its bases
broad and low, close to the ground.”

In the preface to “An American Primer” Walt Whitman is further
quoted as saying: “This subject of language interests me—interests me:
I never quite get it out of my mind. | sometimes think the Leaves is only
a fanguage experiment—that it is an attempt to give the spirit, the body,
the man, new words, new potentialities of speech—an American, acos-
mopolitan ...range of self-expression. The new world, the new times, the
new peoples, the new vista, need a new tongue according—yes, what is
more will have such a tongue—will not be satisfied until it is evolved.”

“The American Language’’ and THE AMERICAN MERCURY for one
year, both for $5.00, the price of the subscription alone.

Write for more information today. This offer.
is subject to withdrawal without nofice.

THE AMERICAN MERCURY, 730 Fifth Avenue, New York City

[] Without obligating me in any way, please send me more information about your special offer of
“The American Language’’ by H. L. Mencken free with a subscription to THE AMERICAN MERCURY

or

11 enclose $5.00 in full payment of a subscription to THE AMERICAN MERCURY for one year and
a copy of “The American Language’’

Address _.

w

City and State_ . . e _

Additional postage: Canada, $ .50; foreign, $1.00

Forum Definitions

What Is Evil?

AST MONTH we devoted six pages
to a dialogue in which Corra Harris,
Hamilton Holt, Sir Herbert Ames, Irving

| Batchellor, Percy Mackaye, and Dr.

Charles A. Campbell discussed the prob-
lem of evil. In those six pages, not one of
them succeeded in defining evil to the
satisfaction of the others.

“I have seen many definitions of evil,”
said Mrs. Harris, “but not one that de-
fines it, even in Genesis.” In the course of
her own attempts to define it she stated
that evil was ““going contrary to the voice
of conscience, whether a man is a heathen
or a blind rationalist” . . . “that state of
mind from which all sin is derived” . . .
“mental dishonesty.”

Forum readers, however, were not
afraid to tackle the problem of defining
evilin 100 words. The following definitions
were chosen as the best of those sub-
mitted, and awarded prizes.

1. Evil is that action or thought, the
operation or advocacy of which would
result in physical, mental, or moral harm
either to the person from whom it eman-
ated or to others affected by it. Natural
forces cannot be either good or evil, how-
ever disastrous their effects; evil is purely
a human and social phenomenon, fre-
quently determined by time, place, and
circumstances. (Miriam Allen deFord,
San Francisco, Calif.)

2. Evil is the interpretation placed by
an individual or social group on such
manifestations of the phenomena of life,
both human and otherwise, as appear to
them to be in conflict with the individual
or general welfare. Thus evil is relative.
Likewise it is fundamentally dynamie; it
would be hard to conceive of the existence
of evil in a dead or static world. And,
finally, the criteria of evil are outgrowths
of the mores to which the individuals or
the groups subscribe. (Robert N. Mec-
Murry, Chicago, I11.)

3. Evil is that which is contrary and
destructive to the conventions and morals
of the group to which an individual be-
longs. (Clarence L. Romrell, Sugar City,
Ida.)

which is displeasing to the Deity. Accord-
ing to present day views, it is whatever

effects including those secret thoughts
and acts which lower one’s self-respect.
No material thing in itself can be evil;
only its misuse is evil. (R. L. Edwards,
Ozford, Okio)

Next: — What is BEAUTY? Definitions,
typewritien and not exceeding 100 words,

of $5.00 for each winning definition.

4. In the older conception, evil is that

has as its chief consequence anti-social |

must reach the Editor by October 25. Prizes.
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+WOMEN'S CLUB BUREAU

During the past year The WOMEN'S CLUB
BUREAU has furnished hundreds of bibliographies to

hundreds of women’s clubs. Programs have been

made on dozens of subjects to cover. from one day

to one year's meetings.

If you or your club have difﬁculty in finding source
material for papers or subjects for discussion, we will

gladly furnish such information without cost to the club.

For clubs prepared to pay for speakers or for clubs

interested in raising money, we have other suggestions.

Address all inquiries to

Helen M. Bramble, Director

WOMEN'S CLUB BUREAU
FORUM MACAZINE

441 Lexington Ave., New York City




