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OGDEN L. MILLS 

Liberalism Fights On 
A realistic study of con
temporary trends toward col
lectivism and coercion in our 
government. $1.50 

WALTER LIPPMANN 

Interpretations, 

1933-35 
His enlightening editorials 
on world events during three 
momentous years in Ameri
can and world history. 

$2.50 

MrCHAEL T. FLORINSKY 

Fascism and 
National Socialism 

A comparative study oF 
economic and social progress 
in Germany and Italy. $2.50 

WILLIAM J. 
PERLMAN (ed.) 

The Movies on Trial 
Views and opinions of out
standing personalities on the 
movement for cleaner movies. 

$2.50 

WALTER C. LANGS AM 

The World Since 1914 

A new edition, with added 
material on Latin America, 
Ethiopia and the depression. 

$4.50 

at all bookstores 

The Macmillan Co. 
60 Fifth Avenue, New York 

LIFE AND LITERATURE 
Best Sellers, 1935 

B Y MARY M. COLUM 

JLT IS FAIB to assume that the best 
sellers in any country, m any year, are a 
passably accurate gauge of the mteUec-
tual, emotional, moral, and imaginative 
interests of the average reader. But to 
assume, as some critics do, that they are 
also a gauge of the interests of the bulk of 
the nation is a misconception. For, ex
cept in odd communities, the bulk of the 
people neither buys nor reads books. 

To start with, the average reader is by 
no means the average person: he is the 
exceptional member of the population, 
one of a minority. If we take a look at the 
titles of the best sellers for 1935 — T. E. 
Lawrence's Seven Pillars of Wisdom, 
Thomas Wolfe's Of Time and the River, 
ViQcent Sheean's Personal History, Anne 
Lindbergh's North to the Orient, Franz 
Werfel's The Forty Days of Musa Dagh, 
Alexis Carrel's Man the Unknoum, Clar
ence Day's Life with Father, James Hil
ton's Good-bye, Mr. Chips, we cannot 
help the belief that the mentality of the 
average reader is a high-class one and 
that his taste is liberal and large-minded. 
With such an index, there is no reason 
why any author should not be proud to 
be a best seller and to enjoy the favor of 
the average reader. In fact, one may 
fairly conclude that it would be difficult 
in our time for any outstanding book, no 
matter how unusual, to miss appreciation 
by a fairly large number of readers. That 
is, it would be difficult unless the book 
were poetry, for not a single volume of 
poetry, to my knowledge, has ever ap
peared on a best-seller list since such lists 
began to be compiled (a possible excep
tion occurs to me — Edwin Arlington 
Robinson's Tristram). 

However, it is clear that only a small 
minority of that minority that reads 
books at all reads poetry. Why this 
should be so is hard to understand. Is it 
owing to some defect in early training? Is 
it due to the fact that poetry for the 
most part is taught in schools and colleges 
by people who have no great appreciation 
of it? Some critics hold that it is because 
modern poetry has no relation to modern 
life. But a great deal of poetry in every 
age had very little to do with the life of the 
age. No literature, even prose literature, 
is necessarily about contemporary life or 
need have much relation to contempo
rary life. Can it be that poetry as a means 
of expression is not suited to this particu
lar age? Or is it because poetry, being a 
distillation of literature, cannot be read 
constantly and in large quantities and 
that it needs for its setting a tranquillity 
which we can seldom have in modern life? 

I t is not that it needs mental training to 
an unusual degree, for it requires a more 
imusual mental training to read a book 
like the widely read Seven Pillars of Wis-
dorn than to read most of the volumes of 
poetry published. 

But if the best sellers are a gauge of the 
intellectual interests of the average reader 
only, how are we to find out what are the 
literary interests of the nation as a whole? 
One had best, to do this, ignore the book 
sales and devote oneself to a study of the 
magazines. For, when the average person 
reads anything at all besides the news
papers, he reads the five- and ten-cent 
magazines, and one must devote oneself 
not only to the higher five- and ten-cent 
magazines but to the cheaper ones that 
are on display on newsstands and in drug
stores. The very names of these are un
known to the average reader of books — 
The Silver Screen, The Blue Book, The 
Love Fiction Monthly, The Dime Western 
Magazirie, Horror Stories, Phantoms, etc. 
The extent to which these and similar 
titles represent the reading of the bulk of 
the population is not at all realized, yet I 
can vouch from a perusal of them that 
they are not, in small doses, unentertain-
ing; the objection to them is a mental and 
moral one, in as much as they seem to be 
the products, at the same time, of an ele
mentary and an abnormal mentality such 
as one might find in certain dementia-
praecox cases: the addict to them not 
only is given a false view of life, but must 
become incapacitated for any serious 
reading, any sound estimate of life, and 
even for any important experiences. 

MEDITATIONS OF A SCIENTIST 

JBuT LET US return to the books read 
by the elite in 1935. Of these the bulk of 
the nonfiction was more exciting and en
tertaining than the bulk of the fiction. Of 
the nonfiction I think the two most 
extraordinary books were Seven Pillars of 
Wisdom and Ma,n the Unknovm. The 
first, which has already been treated in 
this department, was an epic — that is, in 
this unlikely age when we thought that 
the old saga emotions and happenings 
were dead and done with, we had them 
appearing as a side event in the last war. 
And not only did we have them appear
ing, but taking part in them was the very 
man who could recognize them and trans
late them all into heroic expression, a 
man who was not only a leader in battle 
but a master of the written word. 

Man the Unknown is an extraordinary 
book in spite of its puerilities, in spite of 
the combination of the most mature ideas 
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BELOW is a list of surnames of.some of the most distinguished American 
families. Our research staff has completed preparation of manuscripts 

dealing with the history of each of these families. If your name is listed, you 
should have a copy of your manuscript. You will find it not only of keen interest, 
but a source of pride and satisfaction to yourself and your kin. 

YOUR FAMILY HISTORY -® $2.00 
Each manuscript is a GENEALOGICAL and HIS

TORICAL sketch of the family from medieval times, 
showing its origin and growth, its place apong the 
gentry in Great Britain or on the Continent, its part in 
the founding and development of America, and its 
achievements in this country. The derivation of the 
name itself is traced; family traits and characteristics 
are brought out; and genealogical data are set forth. 
Bound as it is in an attractive gray cover, the manuscript 

may be filed among your family records or other impor
tant documents. It will serve as background material 
for your immediate family history and will be valuable 
as a basis for the genealogy of future generations. 

The coupon below, with 32.00 (no other charge), will 
bring you your manuscript by return mail. Satisfaction 
is assured by our unconditional money-back guarantee. 
Any two manuscripts may be had for 33.50; any three 
for 34.50. Send for yours today. 

Abbot t 
Abel(l) 
Abernathy 

Abernethy 
Acheson 
Ackley 
Adair 
Adams 
Agnew 
Aiken (s) 
Alnsworth 
Alden 
Alexander 
Alford 
Alger 
Allen-Allan 
Allison 
Alston 
Alvord 
Ambrose 
Ames 
Anderson 
Andrews 
Angel(l) 
Anthony 
Appleton 
Arm (1) stead 
Armstrong 
Arndt 
Arnold 
Atchison 
Atkinson 
Atwater 
Atwell 
Atwood 
Austin 
Babeock 
Bacon 
Badger 
Bagley 
Bailey 
Balrd 
Baker 
Balch 
Baldwin 
Ball 
Ballard 
Ballon 
Bancroft 
Bangs 
Banks 
Banning 
Barber 

Barbour 
Barclay 
Bard 
Barker 
Barlow 
Barnard 
Barnes 
Barney 
Barr 
Barret t 
Bar(r)on 
Barry 
Bartholomew 
Bar t le t t 
Bar ton 
Basset t 
Batchelder 

Batchelor 
Batcheller 

Bates 
Bat t le 
Bauer 
Baxter 
Beach 
Beal(e) 

Beall 
Bean 
Beat ty 

Sea t t l e 
Beck 
Beck with 
Beebe 
Beecher 
Belcher 
Belden 
Bell 
Bellinger 
Bellows 
Benedict 

Bennet t 
Bentley 
Benton 
Berry 
Bet t s 
Bishop 
Blackstone 
Blair 
Blake 
BUSS 
Blodgett 
Blood 
Bloss 
Bl(o)unt 
Boardman 
Boggs 
Bolton 
Bond 
Bonney 
Boone 
Booth (e) 
Borden 
Boss(e) 
Bostwick 
Bos worth 
Boughton 
Bourne 
Bo wen 
Bower (s) 
Bowie 
Bowler 
Bo(w)les 
Bowman 
Boyd 
Bradford 
Bradley 
Brady 
Bragg 
Bray 
Bright 
Brock 
Brooks 
Brown (e) 
Bruce 
Buchanan 
Buck 
BuIIard 
Burllngame 
Burnham 
Burr 
Burroughs 
Burrows 
Burton 
Bushnell 
Butler 
Butterfleld 
Caldwell 
Cameron 
Campbell 
Cannon 
Car(e)y 
Carpenter 
Carr 
Carrier 
Carter 
Cassel(l) 
Castle 
Chamberlain 
Chandler 
Chapman 
Chappell 
Chase 
Chester 
Church 
Churchill 
Clark (e) 
Cleveland 
Cobb 
Cochran Ce) 
Coffin 
CoCDburn 
Colby 
Col Ce) man 
Cole 
Collins 
Compton 
Conant 
Conklin(e) 
Cook(e) 
Cooper 
Cowlee 
Cox 

Crawlord 
Crosby 
Culp-Kulp 
Cummin (g)s 
Cunningham 
Curtis 
Cushlng 
Cushman 
Cut ter 
Daggett 
Dal ton 
Daniel (s) 
Davenport 
Davidson 
Davies 
Davis 
Dawson 
Day 
Dean(e) 
Den(n)lson 
Derby-Darby 
Dewey 
DeWlt t 
Dexter 
Dickinson 
Dixon 

Dickson 
Dodd 
Doc^e 
Doggett 
Do(u)gherty 

Daugherty 
Douglas (s) 
Downing 
Doyle 
Drake 
Drummond 
Dudley 
Duncan 
Dunham 
Dunn(e) 
Dut ton 
Dyer 
Eames 
Eastman 
Eaton 
Eddy 
Edwards 
Eldridge 

El dredge 
Elliot (t) 
EUls 
Ellsworth 
Ely 
Emerson 
E s t ^ 
Evans 
Evere t t 

Ever l t t 
Fairfax 
Farrell 
Faulkner 
Fenton 
Fenn 
Perrell 
Ferris 

Farrls 
Field 
Fish 
Fi8k(e) 
Fitzgerald 
Flagg 
Fletcher 
Flint 
Folsom 
Foote 
Forbes 
For(e)man 
Foster 
Fowler 
Fox 
Francis 
Franklin 
Fraser 

FrazCl)er 
Fred(e)rlck 
Freeman 
French 
Frost 
Gage 
Gale 
Galloway 

Gard(l)ner 
Garfield 
Garret t 
Gary 
Gates 
Gerard 

Garard 
Gerry 
Glbbs 
Gibson 
GIHord 
Gilbert 
Giles 
Gillette 

Gillet(t) 
Gllll(e)s 
Gll(l)man 
Goddard 
Gofl 
Good(e) 
Goodrich 
Goodwin 
Gordon 
Gorham 
Gough 
Gould 
Graham 
Grant 
Graves 
Gray-Grey 
Greenwood 
Grlffln 
Griffith 
Griswold 
Grubb(s) 
Guthrie 
Haddock 
Hadley 
Haines 

Haynes 
Hale 
Hall 
Halsey 
Hamilton 
Hamlin 
Hammond 
HardlDS 
Harmon 

Harman 
Harper 
Harris 
Harrison 
Har t 
Hart ley 
Harvey 
Harwood 
Haskell 
Hastings 
Hathaway 
Hawkins 
Hawley 
Hay den 
Hay ward 
Haz(z)ard 
Henderson 
Henry 
Hewit t 

Hewet t 
Higglns 
Hill 
Hilton 
Hinman 
Hitchcock 
Hoag-Hoge 
Hobson 
Hodge (s) 
Hoffman 
Hogg 
Holbrook 
Holland 
HoUoway 
Holt 
Hooker 
Hooper 
Hopkins 
Horn(e) 
Horton 
Houghton 
H<o)uston 
Howard 
Howe(s) 
Howland 

May we also send you your family COAT ' 
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Hubbard 
Hubbel l 
Hudson 
Hughes 
Hull 
Humphrey (s) 
H u n t 
Hunte r 
Hun t l r ^ ton 
Hurd-Heard 
Hurs t 
Hutchin(g)s 
Hutchl(n)son 
Hyde 
Ingeraoll 
Ingra(ha)m 
Irvin(e) 
Irwin 
Jack(s) 
Ja(c)ques 
James 
Janes 
Jarvls 
Jenkins 
Jennings 
Johnson 
Jones 
Joy 
Judd 
Keeler 
Kei th 
Keller 

Kellar 
Kellogg 
Kemp 
Kendall 
Kendrlck 
Kenn(e)y 

Kinney 
Kennedy 
Ken t 
Kerr 
Key(e)s 
Kidder 
Kimball 

Kimble 
King 
Kingsbury 
Kirk 
KIrkland 
Kirkpatrlck 
Knapp 
Knight 
Knowlton 
Knox 
Kolb 
Ladd 
Lake 
Lamb 
Lambert 
Lamont 
Lamson 
Lancaster 
Landis 

Landes 
Lane 
Latham 
Lathrop 

Lothrop 
Latimer 
Lawrence 
Le(a)vi t t 
Lee 
Leonard 
Leslie 

Lesley 
Lewis 
Llll(e)y 

Lillie 
Lincoln 
Lindsay 

Lindsey 
Livingston 
Lloyd 
Lock(e) 
Logan 
Long 
Loomls Lord 
Low(e) 
LowCe)ry 

Lowrey 

OF ARMS, a 
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Ludlow 
Lyman 
Lynch 
Lynd(e) 

Llnd(e) 
Lynn (e)-Linn 
Lyon 
Macaulay 

Macaidey 

Neil(l) 
Nesbi t 
Newberry 
Newcomb 
Newell 
Newland 
Newton 
NichoKDs 
Nisbet 

M(a)cDonald Noble 
M(a)cFar land Norrls 
M(a)cFarlane Nor thrup 
M(a)cGregor 
M (a) cKay 
Mfa)cKensIe 
M(a(cLane 
M(a)cLeod 
M(a)cRae 
Mann 
Manning 
Markham 
Mark(s) 
March 
Marshall 
Marston 
Mar t in 
Marvin 
Mason 
Mathe r 
M a t (t) hews 
Maxwell 
May 
Mayo 
McAllister 
McCall 
McClure 
McCormack 

Northrop 
Norton 
Noyes 
Ogden 
Olin 
Oliver 
01mste(a)d 
Osborn(e) 
Owen(s) 
Page 
Paige 
Painter 
Palmer 
Parker 
Partr idge 
PatCt)erson 
Pa t (t) on 

Pa t t en 
Paul 
Peabody 
Pearson 

Plerson 
Pease 
Peck 
Penn 

McCormlck Perkins 
McDowell Perry 
McGee-MageePeters 
McGlnnls 
McGowan 

McGowen 
McKean 

McKeen 
McKlnley 

McKinlay 
McLaughlin 
McNamara 
Mead(e) 
Melvin 
Marr iam 
Merrill 
Merr lman 
Merr i t t 
Messinger 

Messenger 
Metcalf(e) 
Mlddleton 
Mlles-MyleS 
Miller 
Milligan 
Milllken 
Mills 
Moffat (t) 

Moflett 
Moffitt 

Monroe 
Munro(e) 

Montague 
Montgomery 
Moody 
Morey 
Morgan 
Morrell 

Morrill 
Morrison 
Morrow 
Morse 
Morton 
Mos(e)ley 
Mot t 
Moulton 
Mowr(e)y 
Munsell 

Mansell 
Munson 

Monson 
Nagel-Nagle 
Nash 
NeaUe) 

c c u r a t e l y 
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Phelps 
Phillips 
Pickering 
Pierce 

Pearce 
Pike 
Plllsbury 
Piper 
Pit (t) man 
Pitt{s) 
P lant 
P i a t t 
Plummer 
Poe 
Polk 
Pollard 
Pollock 
Pomeroy 
Pond 
Poor(e) 
Pope 
Por te r 
Post 
Po t te r 
Pot t s 
Powell 
Powers 
P r a t t 
Preble 
Prentice 

Prentiss 
Prescott 
Preston 
Price 
Prince 

Prindle 
Pringle 
Pri tchard 
Pu tnam 
Radcliff(e) 

Ratcllfl(e) 
Randal l 
Randolph 
Ransom 

Ranson 
Ra thbun 

Rathbone 
Rawlin(g)s 
Rawson 
Ray 
Raymond 
Reed 

Reld 
Read 

Rees(e) 
Reece 

Reynolds 
Rice 
Richards 
Richardson 
RIcker 
Riddell 

Riddle 
Rider-Ryder 
Rlggs 
Ripley 
RIttenhouse 
Robbins 
Roberts 
Robertson 
Robin (s) 
Rockwell 
Rockwood 
Rodman 
Rogers 
Rollins 
Rose 
Ross 
Rowell 
Rowland 
Rowley 
Rtiggles 
Rush 
RusseKD 
Rust 
Rutherford 
Ryerson 
SabIn 
Sackett 
Sage 
Salisbury 
Salter 
Sanborn 
Sanderson 
Sanford 
Sargent 
Sa(u)nders 
Savage 
Sawyer 
Sayre-Sayer 
Schaef(f)er 

Schaf(f)er 
Schen(c)k 

Sears 
Seel(e)y 
Selden 

Seldon 
Selleck 
Sellers 
Semple 
Sewell 

Sewall 
Seymour 
Shaf(f)er 
Shannon 
Sharp (e) 
Shaw 
Sheldon 
Shelton 
Shepherd 

Shep(p)ar<3 
Sheridan 
G e r m a n 

Schurman 
Shirley 
Shoemaker 
Sim(m)onds 
Simmons 
Simons 

Symons 
Simpson 
Sinclair 
Slnnott 

Slnnett 
Skinner 
Slocum 
Small 
Smith 
Snow 
Snyder 

Snider 
Sommervllle 
Spafford 

Spofford 
Sparks 
Spa(u)ldlng 
Spear 
Speed 
Spencer 
Splcer 
Spooner 
Sprague 
Springer 
Stackhouse 
Stafford 
Standlsh 
Stanford 
Stanley 
Stanton 
Staples 
Stapleton 
Star<c)k 
Starkey 
Starkweather 
Starr 
Staufter 

Stoufiter 
S t e a m (s) 
Stebbins 
Steel(e) 
Steen 

Schermerhorn Sterling 
Schneider 
Schumacher 
Schuyler 
Scott 
Scoville 

Scovil 

Stirling 
Stetson 
Stevens 

Stephens 
Stevenson 

Stewart 
Stuar t 

Stlckney 
Stiles 

Styles 
Stillman 
Stll(l)well 
Stocking 
Stockton 
Stoddard 
Stokes 
Stone 
Stout 
Stover 
Stowell 
Strange 
Strat ton 
Street 
Streeter 
Strong 
Stryker 

Strieker 
Stubbs 
Sturges 

Sturgis 
Sumner 
Sutcliffe 
Sutherland 
Sutton 

Tripp 
Trowbridge 
Truman 
Trumbul l 
Tucker 
Turner 
T u m e y 
Tu t t l e 

TuthlU 
Tyler 
Tyson 
Underbill 
Underwood 
Upham 
Upton 
Usher 
Vail 
Van Buren 
Vanderpoel 

Wlieeler 
WKipple 
Whltcomb 
White 
Whitehead 
Whltfleld 
Whiting 
Whi tman 
Whitmer 
Whitney 
Whit( t )aker 
Whlt( te)more 
Whittlesey 
Wilbur 

Wiiber 
Wilder 
Wlley-Wylie 
Wilkinson 
Wlllard 

Vanderpool Wil(l)cox 
VanD(e)usen Wlllett 
Van D y k e 

Van Dyck 
Van Horn(e) 
Van Meter 
Vaugh(a)n 
Vinton 
Waddell 
Wade 

Swain-SwayneWadsworth 
Sweet 
Swett 

. Swift 
Taft 
Talbot(t) 
TaKDmadge 

Talmage 
TalCDman 
Tanner 
Ta te -Tai t 
Taylor 
Temple 
Tennan t 
Tenn(e)y 
Terry 
Tha(t )cher 
Thayer 
Thomas 
Thompson 
Thomson 
Thorn (e) 
Thornton 
Thorp (e) 
Thurston 
Tibbet( t )s 

TIbbit(t)s 
Tiffany 
Tllley 
Tindall 
Tinker 
Todd 
Tolman 
Tomllnson 
Tompkins 
Torrey 
Tower(s) 
Towne 
Townley 
Townsend 
Trac(e)y 
Trask 
Traver(s) 
Travis 
Tre(a)dwell 

Stephenson Tremaine 
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Walte 
Wakefleld 
Waldo 
Waldron 
Wales 
Walk(e) 
Walker 
Wall 
Wallace 
Wallis 
Walsh 
Walter(s) 
Walton 
Ward 
Warden 
Ware 
Waring 
Warner 
Warren 
Washburn (e) 
Waterhouse 
Waterman 
Watson 
Wat( t )ers 
Watt(s) 
Weaver 
Webb 
Webber 
Weber 
Webster 
Weeks 
Weems 
Weir 
Welch 
Wellman 
Wells 
Welsh 
Wendel(l) 
Wentworth 
Wesley 
West 
Weston 
Wetmore 
Whaley 
Wharton 

Will(e)y 
Williams 
Williamson 
Willis 
Wllloughby 
Wills 
Wilson 
Winchester 
Windsor 
Wing 
Wlnn(e) 
Wlnshlp 
Winslow 
Winston 
Winters 
Wlnthrop 
Wise 
Wiseman 
Wlswell 

Wlswall 
Withers 
Wit ter 
Wolcott 
WoKCe) 

Wolff 
Woodbridge 
Woodbury 
Woodcock 
Woodley 
Woodman 
Woodruft 
Wood(s) 
Woodward 
Woodworth 
WooUDey 
Woolsey 
Wooster 
Worcester 
Worden 
Worthlngton 
Wray 
Wren(n) 
Wright 
W y a t t 
Wyman 
Wynn(e) 
Yale 
Yardley 
Yates 
York 
Young 
Younglove 
Youngman 
Zlmmerman(n) 

Dept. " F " 

the following families: 
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