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SPECIAL 
FEATURES 

A L A S K A — ARCTIC ALMAIVAC 
Monthly newsletter . . . illustrated. Fun, work 
and daily life 120 miles from the Arctic Circle. 
Read about the unique social events of the Far 
North . . . become acquainted with Alaskans who 
are Alaskans by choice. First issue of ARCTIC 
ALMANAC will be published in February 1940. 
By subscription, $10 a year. Box No. 35, Fair­
banks, Alaska. 

f ^ | | T O C P B I M T ^ " ' ^ H^KI'-l'O-PIND BOOKS 
\^V l " V i / r " r R i n l supplied; also family and town 
histories, magazine back numbers, etc. All subjects, all 
languages. Send us your list of wants — no obligation. 
We report promptly. Lowest prices. iWe Also Buy Old 
Books and Magazines.) 
A M E R I C A N L I B R A R Y S E R V I C E 
117 W. 48th Street Dept. F New York 

•POETRY-
Book length manuscripts, wanted by New 
York publishing house for publication on 
cooperative, royalty basis. Confidential. 

Bnx Ss Forum & Century 
5 7 0 Lexington Ave.? Ne'w York 

MANUSCRIPTS MARKETED 
Fiction, Articles, Books. Collaboration on percentage. 
Play Dept. in charge David A. Balch, author Broadway 
plays, former editor of True Story, associate editor the 
American Magazine. Poetry Dept. in charge Lucia Trent 
and R. Cheyney, former editors Poetry World, etc. 
Describe your material. NEW YORK PUBLISHING 
SERVICE, Literary Agents, 545 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 

LITERARY ACKIVTS FOR 2 0 YKARS 
Novels, short stories, books, articles, verse, plays, scena­
rios, radio scripts marketed. Editing, revision, criticism, 
typing, ghost writing. Beginners welcomed. Specialists in 
handling bard-to-sell manuscripts. Write now for in­
formation regarding our resultfui service. WRITERS 
WORKSHOP, INC., 570 Lexington Ave. at 51st, N. Y. C. 

RALPH M. PEARSON'S 
MAIL STUDY COURSES IN MODERN ART. 
Practice in creative painting, modeling, draw­
ing. Analysis of current modern works. Bulle­
tin on request. 288 Piermont Avenue, Nyack, 
New York. 

SALARIED POSITIONS 
MEN $2,500 to $15,000 WOMEN 
Our confidential system (hiding your identity) works for 
you; serves to increase your salary; promotes you for high 
salaried executive positions at moderate cost; if you have 
earned $2,500 or more, can prove it, write for valuable in­
formation. No. 37. Executive's Promotion Service, Wash­
ington, D. C. 

WHAT CAUSES EPILEPSY? 
IS THERE A CURE? 

A booklet containing the opinions of famous 
doctors on this interesting subject will be sent 
FREE, while they last, to any reader writing to the 
Educational Division, Dept. FC-1, 535 Fifth Ave­
nue, New York, N. Y. 

The Psychology of 

Writing Success 
Edited by J. George Frederick 

President of the Writers' Club of New York 

FOR BOTH ESTABLISHED AND 

EMBRYO WRITERS 

WAS $2.50 —NOW $1.65 

Chapters by Dr. A. A. Brill, famous psychoanalyst; 
Floyd Dell; Mary Austin and others, reveal the 
deeper secrets of writing success, and tell how 
writing talent can be developed. 

Send check for your copy to: 

THE FORUM PUBLISHING CO. 
570 Lexington Avenue, New York 

THE BOOK FORUM 

Conducted by 

T H E L I F E A N D T I M E S O F IV^IL-
LIAM H O W A R D T A F T , by Henry F. 
Pringle (Farrar & Rinehart, $7.50). 

I t seems probable that Mr. Pringle's ex­
tensive work will constitute the final and 
authoritative word on Taft and his times. 
Whether it will be read widely or remain 
a reference book is open to question, for it 
must be admitted that Taft's career, by 
and large, was not studded with events of 
real interest to any but the serious student 
of American history. His struggle to re­
duce tariffs; his war on the " t rusts" ; his 
diplomatic dealings with Mexico, Japan, 
and Central America — even his years as 
the able first Commissioner of the Philip­
pines — seem to be rather unimportant 
incidents in the "old, forgotten, far-off 
days." 

The real interest to many readers will 
lie in the private correspondence of Mr. 
Taft, now published for the first time. 
These letters and memoranda emphasize 
his infectious charm and humor, his cou­
rageous honesty, his naivete, and his 
complete inability to judge men. Always 
evident is the tragic struggle of the man — 
at his best a thorough, if not brilliant, 
lawyer — to avoid the political career for 
which he knew himself unfit. I t is inter­
esting to learn that Mrs. Taft, from the 
earliest days of their long and happy 
married life, had her heart set on the 
presidency for her husband and that she, 
perhaps more than anyone else, pushed 
him into the political arena. She, inci­
dentally, never made any secret of her 
distrust, even dislike, for "dear Theo­
dore " but, despite the domination which 
she exercised over Mr. Taft, she could 
never convince him of the accuracy of her 
forebodings until it was too late. Her hus­
band's subsequent betrayal by " T . R . " 
may serve as a grim reminder to some 
readers of these volumes that the Roose­
velt family does not change with the 
years. 

Mr. Pringle's considerable humor and 
easy style go far toward saving the day. 
I t is an uneventful tale well told. 

G. D. DEBEVOISE 

S A M U E L J O N E S T I I D E N , A Study 

in Political Sagacity, by Alexander Clar­
ence Flick (Dodd, Mead, $5.00). 

Samuel Jones Tilden's life spans the 
period from the War of 1812 to the end of 
the reconstruction era. At least outwardly, 
his life was typical of the prominent and 
successful American of the middle nine­
teenth century. He started life on a farm 

in upstate New York, came to the rapidly 
growing metropolis of New York City, 
became a lawyer, secured important rail­
roads as clients, and prospered with the 
prosperity of the times, acquiring one of 
the vastest fortunes of the age. Like so 
many other rising citizens, he dabbled in 
politics from earliest youth until near the 
end of his life, writing pamphlets, making 
stump speeches, and participating ac­
tively in party affairs. He was a staunch 
Democrat throughout his active life and a 
leader in both his city and State. 

The one respect in which Sam Tilden's 
life differed importantly from that of 
many contemporary Americans was that 
in childhood and youth he was an invalid 
and throughout life of delicate health. For 
this reason his school and college careers 
were chaotic and spasmodic. Nevertheless, 
he succeeded in being admitted to the 
bar at the age of twenty-seven, in being 
elected to the State Assembly, and later 
in becoming a member of the State con­
stitutional conventions of 1846 and 1867. 
For a number of years following the Civil 
War he was Chairman of the New York 
State Democratic Committee. As such, he 
actively fought the corrupt Tweed ring in 
New York City, analyzing the bank ac­
counts of the leaders of this ring in order 
to figure out their spoils system. He ran 
for, and was elected Governor on a reform 
ticket, and, while Governor, broke up the 
"canal" ring. 

At the culmination of his career he was 
nominated by the Democratic Party for 
the presidency, and ran against Ruther­
ford B. Hayes, the Republican candidate. 
The electoral college was divided evenly, 
and the election was disputed and settled 
by Congress, which, being overwhelm­
ingly Republican, chose in favor of Hayes. 
Tilden showed the finest side of his char­
acter by insisting that his friends abide 
by this decision of their elected represen­
tatives, without contest of any kind. 
Tilden spent the rest of his days in retire­
ment at his magnificent estate, Gray-
stone, in Yonkers, and in his will left a 
substantial part of his vast fortune for 
the founding of a public library for the 
City of New York, one of the most en­
lightened bequests he could have con­
ferred on his fellow citizens. 

Mr. Flick, who for many years has 
been New York State's historian and in 
charge of the State archives, is ably quali­
fied to write the life of one of New York's 
most important citizens. The book is 
readable and interesting because of the 
clarity of Mr. Flick's style and the cer­
tainty of his scholarship. I t will form an 
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The Book Forum 

impor tan t addition to Allen Nevins ' 
series of American Political Leaders, as 
well as to the l i terature of American 
biography. 

J O H N H . G . P E L L 

F R E G A R T I S T : The story of Anton 
Rubenstein and His Brother, by Catherine 
Drinker Bowen (Random House, $3.00). 

I t was almost seventy years ago t h a t 
Anton Rubenstein toured this country, to 
delight our grandparents and fix a legend 
of virtuosity which survives to this day. 
His career closed before the mechanisms 
of recording had been perfected. Some 
hint of his incomparable mastery of the 
piano is occasionally given us by musi­
cians who knew him in their youth — 
Josef Hofmann, his last celebrated pupil; 
Joseph Lhevinne; and Rachmaninov. He 
was a prolific composer also, bu t his 
grandiose symphonies, operas, and con­
certos are largely forgotten. His name is 
kept alive only by the Kammenoi Ostrov, 
the Melody in F , and the D Minor and G 
Major concertos. 

Miss Bowen, whose Beloved Friend ex­
plored the romance of Rubenstein 's pupil, 
Tchaikovsky, now redeems from neglect 
the illustrious master and his brother, 
Nicholas. Free Artist is Actionized biog­
raphy, b u t is firmly based on exhaustive 
and scholarly research. The story which 
Miss Bowen has to tell — from the mass 
conversion to Christ ianity of the Ruben­
stein clan to Anton 's disillusioned last 
years — is by its very na ture a great one. 
I t is a story of incessant struggle and un­
flagging idealism; of the failure of success 
and the ul t imate success of failure; of gen­
ius sought by the world because it had so 
much to give. And the background of this 
story is a panorama of the European 
world of music during the lat ter half of the 
nineteenth century. 

To the musical audience and to stu­
dents of music. Miss Bowen's excellent 
research has made available some fasci­
nat ing material . B u t the reader 's debt to 
her exceeds mere appreciation of her 
scholarship. Fo r she has achieved an ar­
resting portrai t , remarkable equally for 
sympa thy and force. 

L L O Y D M O B K I S 

Vs P t A C E OF S P L E N D O R , by 

Constancia de la M o r a (Harcourt , Brace, 
$3.00). 

This autobiography of a Spanish woman 
takes an extraordinary place in the grow­
ing l i terature of exile. I t is a very moving 
and tender personal record; it is a collec­
tion of intensely exciting adventures ; it 
por t rays Spanish life a t every level be­
fore and during the civil war ; it gives a 

shrewd and accurate historical dissec­
tion of the causes of the war and of its 
outcome. 

Constancia de la M o r a was a legend in 
Spain, says Ernes t Hemingway, and 
rightly so. The granddaughter of a prime 
minister, she h a d lived in and broken 
with the storybook world of the mon­
archy. When the Franco uprising began, 
she was a spirited republican, ready to 
fight. I t was she who organized the foreign 
press bureau and as its head she saw the 
most hear twarming and hear tbreaking 
aspects of the tragic struggle. Wri t ing so 
closely after the events , she might be ex­
pected to deal in flat blacks and whites, 
and so her subtle shadings of humor and 
candor are all the more remarkable . For 
anyone who is inclined to feel dismal 
about the h u m a n race, she is recom­
mended as a restorat ive and a tonic. 

W O R L D WITHOUT E N D , by Sto-
yan Pribichevich (Reynal & Hitchcock, 
$3.50). 

For the politically short- tempered 
reader, this should prove a wholesome, 
keep-your-shirt-on sort of book. I t is a 
friendly and detached and altogether 
charming history of the Balkans, whose 
unfortunate peoples have been reaping 
someone else's whirlwind for a good many 
centuries. Part icularly they have reaped 
for the great powers, and it is ra ther 
start l ing to discover how often, as 
Emerson said about his thoughts , all of 
the present-day statesmen's best tricks 
were stolen from them by the ancients. 
I t has been though t necessary, for exam­
ple, to rescue the Balkans several times 
from the Turks or the Russians — bu t 
always depending on which of the two 
seemed the more dangerous to the West . 
And this has led to a mistaken impression 
t h a t the inhabi tants of these regions are 
themselves bad-tempered and contentious. 

" T h e fact i s ," says Mr . Pribichevich, 
" t h a t during the last hundred and fifty 
years, there have been only two wars 
between the small Balkan nat ions them­
selves. . . . Each lasted a few weeks. 
Dur ing the same cen tury a n d a half the 
great powers fought six wars over the 
Balkans, involving sometimes the Balkan 
na t ions ." 

This is no t t o say there is anything of 
the cynic about the author . He looks real­
istically b u t urbanely a t the political 
games of the pas t . H e has given a val­
uable and absorbing record. 

A R T iroiTNG: His Life and Times, 
by Art Young (Sheridan House, $3.50). 

This frank and ingratiating autobiog­
raphy of America's greatest caricaturist is 
one of those books t h a t t e m p t a reviewer 
to an immoderate deal of t u b thumping. 
About so simple and modest a self-portrait 
there is always a fear t h a t it m a y be 

To People 
who want to write 
hut canH get started 
D o you have t he constant urge t o write 
b u t the fear t h a t a beginner ha sn ' t a 
chance? Then listen t o wha t Ful ton Ours-
ler, editor of Liber ty , has t o say on the 
subject: 

" T h e r e is m o r e r o o m for n e w ­
comer s i n t h e w r i t i n g field t o d a y 
— a n d especially i n L ibe r ty M a g ­
az ine — t h a n ever before . S o m e 
of t h e g rea t e s t of w r i t i n g m e n 
a n d w o m e n have passed f rom t h e 
scene i n r e c e n t yea r s . W h o will 
t a k e t h e i r places? W h o will b e t h e 
n e w R o b e r t W. C h a m b e r s , Edga r 
Wal lace , R u d y a r d Kip l ing , a n d 
m a n y o t h e r s whose work we have 
p u b l i s h e d ? I t is a lso t r u e t h a t 
m o r e people a r e t r y ing t o wr i t e 
t h a n ever before, b u t t a l e n t is s t i l l 
r a r e a n d t h e wr i t e r s t i l l m u s t 
l e a r n h i s craf t , as few of t h e n e w ­
comer s nowadays s e e m wil l ing t o 
d o . F a m e , r i ches a n d t h e h a p p i ­
ness of a c h i e v e m e n t a w a i t t h e 
n e w m e n a n d w o m e n of p o w e r . " 

"I am able to live on the 
money I earn by writing, 
and it is not yet ten 
months since I began the 
course! Untila few months 
after beginning study 
with you I had never had 
a line published. What 
more can I say for a course 
which has enabled me to 
earn a livelihood by the 
most congenial work I 
have ever done?" John N. 
Ottum, Jr., Box 95, Lis­
bon, N. D. 

THE Newspaper Institute of America offers a 
free Writing Aptitude Test. Its object is to 
discover new recruits for the army of men and 

women who add to their income by fiction and 
article writing. 

The Writing Aptitude Test is a simple but expert 
analysis of your latent ability, your powers of im­
agination, logic, etc. Not all applicants pass this 
test. Those who do are qualified to take the famous 
N. I. A. course based on the practical training 
given by big metropolitan dailies. 

This is the New York Copy-Desk Method which 
teaches you to write by writing! You develop your 
individual style instead of trying to copy that 
of others. 

You "cover" actual assignments such as metro^ 
politan reporters get. Although you work at home, 
on your own time, you are constantly guided by 
experienced newspaper men. 

It is really fascinating work. Each week you see new 
progress. In a matter of months you can acquire the 
coveted "professionar* touch. Then you're ready 
for market with greatly improved chances of making 
sales. 

Mail the Coupon Now 
But the first step is to take the Writing Aptitude 
Test. I t requires but a few minutes and costs noth­
ing. So mail the coupon now. Make the first move 
towards the most enjoyable and profitable occupa­
tion — writing for publication! Newspaper Institute 
of America, One Park Avenue, New York. 

I Send: 

Newspaper In s t i t u t e of America 
One Park Avenue, New York 

Send me, without cost or obligation, your 
Writing Aptitude Test and further information 
about writing for profit as promised in Forum, 
January. 

Miss) 
Mrs. > 
Mr. ) 

Address 
(All correspondence confidential. No salesmen will call on you.) 10A660 
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