The Artist’s Point of View

Two Extremes in Mural Art: Mitchell Siporin, Maurice Sterne

Veterans’ Hospital, by MircHeELL SI-
PORIN.

An ink drawing, from his recent ex-
hibition at the Downtown Gallery, which
indicates his powerful characterization,
his original style, and his strong sense
for functional design.

Young, alert, and keen-thinking,
Siporin is oppressed by the tragedies of
war, strikes, refugees. He expresses these
tragedies as one who identifies himself
with them — always with a fresh vision
and an interpretation which roots health-
ily in the character of specific subject.
Never does he fall into the easy cliché,

Courtesy of the Downtown Gallery

The Struggle for Fustice, ** Greed,”
by MAURICE STERNE.

This is romantic art typical of
the decadence of the nineteenth
century at its worst. It is allegori-
cal symbolism expressed in con-
ventional stereotypes of both
subject and design. It is remote
from life and reality — a fairy tale
for adults. It is moralistic, idyllic,
uplifting. And, since ordinary
humans refuse to be uplifted by
such pretentious preaching, it be-
comes pretentious sham.

HERE ARE ILLUSTRATED typical works
by two artists who have recently received
government mural commissions. Mitchell Si-
porin, in collaboration with Edward Millman,
has won the open national competition for
$29,000 to paint seventeen fresco murals for
the new post office in St. Louis, Missouri, the
award having been made by the Section of
Fine Arts of the Federal Works Agency.
Maurice Sterne has just finished twenty murals
(one of which is shown above) for the Depart-
ment of Justice Building at Washington, com-
missioned four years ago by the Section of
Fine Arts of the U. S. Treasury, now absorbed
by the Federal Works Agency. That twoimpor-
tant government murals should be at such op-
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the average, characterless symbol.

posite poles — realism and romanticism — is
a matter of profound concern, the values in-
volved being what they are. Awards were
democratic in each case, a jury of artists mak-
ing the decisions, so responsibility or blame
cannot be concentrated; they have a wide
base.

The issue is concrete. Which school do we
want to decorate our public buildings — the
school of romantic escape, with its stereotyped
concept and design, or the school based on the
realities of human experience and on fresh
visioned, functional design? I pose the impor-
tant question; there is no space to argue it here. “

RALrE M. PEARSON
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Spealk and Write Faultless English
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takes in your speech and writing?  sive is your vocabulary? Do you use the
Are you tongue-tied before an audience? same word over and over again? Doyou
Have you ever ex- grope for the strik-
perienced sudden ing word that will
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tery of English will . alist and writer and
put you far ahead Good Ensllsh learn to talk on
among your busi- your feet. Most
ness associates and people neglect to
friends. The man improve their speech
who can speak effectively is a leader. and writing because they dislike sitting

One glaring error in English may down with dry and tedious books, or
lower you in the esteem of your friends.  because they cannot spare the time and
One bad sentence may stop you from patience necessary for class-room study.
getting that job or that order. However, these objections need no

by acq vou i ely with your destina-
tion before you even leave home! Which of these
beautifully illustrated travel books do you want
at these bargain prices?

G-149 — Crossroads of the Caribbean —
Hendrik de Leeuw $1

Do you Pkr’u;w when to say “me’” longer bar you from a command of G;ﬂ; —-IHS:a Lanes — Martin Stevers andg.‘Zf

. e es ’ : Pendlebury. . ... ... .. .. ... . ..., $1.59
instead of “I"’? Do you know when to  effective language. (;;;9(.1 — Vermont Beautiful — Waoiluse Not.
27 o rieeiereeeaaa 98

@ There is not a dull page in BerTer ENcLIsH. Every article is designed to help
you. Would you risk one dollar on the chance of bettering your position in life?
Becoming a speaker means becoming a Business and Social leader. BETTER ENe-
L1sH brings the most prominent teachers of English into your home. Single copies
are twenty-five cents at newsstands. Better yet, send ONE DOLLAR for a five
months’ trial subscription.

ORDER BY NUMBER

Send no money. Just write the numbers of the
books you wish on a penny postcard with your
name and address, and mail at once. On delivery
bay postman amount due, plus few cents postage.
It is 'understood that if you are not satisfied with
your gelection you may return the book (s) within
5 days and receive your money back. POSTAGE
FREE — We pay postage and packing charges if
you send full amonnt for books with your order.
Same refund guarantee applies, of course.

Prices higher owtside territorial U. S. A.

Address: BETTER ENGLISH, Dept. S, 570 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y.
THE FORUM, 570 Lexington Ave.,,N.Y.C.
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30 DAYS OF FUN AND SUNSHINE!

ROOM - MEALS DANCES PARTIES
PRIVATE BEACH GOLF TOURNAMENTS SOLARIA
ALL SPORTS SPECIAL EVENTS EVERYTHING INCLUDED

o s

MARCH 16 TO APRIL 15
featuring an EASTER FIESTAVAL Mar. 20 to Apr. 3

A solid month of continuous house party — a glorious new “spring
tonic” served on a tropic seashore at the South’s largest ocean-
front resort-estate! Floor shows, golf tournaments, special parties,
a fishing rodeo — bathing in sea and sunshine — every thrilling
day and night diversion of South Florida’s famous “pleasure
coast!” And at Easter an impressive musical program followed by
special festivities. Come for a day, a week, all month. Remember
— everything is included in a special daily spring season American
Plan rate. Reservations: Direct or through your travel agent.
The coupon will bring full information. Mail it today!

FLORIDA'S

HOLLYWOOD

BEACH HOTEL

ON THE OCEAN e AT HOLLYWOOD
IN THE GREATER MIAMI AREA o OPEN ALL YEAR

PARENTS:

A week or two of Fiesta HOLLYWOOD BEACH HOTEL, Hollywoed, Florida

will be a splendid reward Please send Fiesta folder.

for schoolwork well done

— a stimulating prelude INGIMC. « o v e teeesensesesssossasaasoasossnssasunasnecacnsssne
to the spring semester! Address.....cccovineriiiiines fesasenctueetanannoenrrrrarens .
Ask for the special

student rate. (017 PR P 7T 7 RN .

New Life
in Old
VIRGINIA

by STUART WHITE

‘7IRGINIA hospitality, famous al-
most from the beginning of our nation at
Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607, is being
extended these days to new and larger
fields of interest. As important as are
the Old Dominion’s historic possessions,
the Commonwealth is becoming widely
known also for her mountain and seashore
playgrounds, parks, and resorts. One may
now vacation in Virginia at seashore re-
sorts amongst pleasant company or go
far from gay boardwalk life to mountain-
ous areas where only the birds, animals,
and occasionally the wind break the
natural silence.

Chief among the recreational attrac-
tions of Virginia is the Shenandoah
National Park in the beautiful Blue
Ridge Mountains. Opened just a few years
ago, this new national playground is not
as expansive as some of the larger na-
tional parks of the West, yet from the
standpoint of patronage it has been the
most popular of all, from the time it was
first opened. Each year now, it is averag-
ing about a million visitors, though the
area is so large that at no time and at no
place is it ever crowded.

The Shenandoah’s principal bid to
fame is the Skyline Drive, a broad,
smooth, and safe mountaintop boulevard
which runs along the crest of the moun-
tains from Frent Royal on the north to
a point near Waynesboro on the south, a
distance of slightly over one hundred
miles. Located at strategic points along the
Drive are a number of parking ““over-
locks” where one may stop for long,
gorgeous views of the hills, hollows,
mountains, and valleys. Atop the moun-
tains are picnic areas, complete with
tables, pure drinking water, and sanitary
facilities, adding to the pleasure of pic-
nicking in the Shenandoah — though a
concessionaire provides modern facilities
for dining and lodging for those who,
preferring these accommodations, plan to
stay a day or a season. Recreational
motoring, therefore, is to be enjoyed to
the fullest in this choice section of the
Blue Ridge Mountains.

The horseback rider and hiker will find
the Shenandoah a paradise. Miles of foot
and horse trails radiate through many
sections of the park, leading in some in-
stances to mountaintops and in others to
valleys and hollows, where waterfalls and
canyons paint new and thrilling pictures
to the traveler. At Big Meadows is one
of the best equipped camping areas in the
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Virginia

East for tent dwellers and trailerites.
Nature lovers will find a host of unusual
flowers, shrubs, birds, and animals in this
unspoiled land. When the cares of the day
are over, dancing and other indoor sports
are available at Skyland, the mountaintop
resort on the Drive.

X

- Mo rnosE who prefer a seashore
vacation in Virginia -— and there are liter-
ally thousands each year, coming from
practically every State in the nation —
the Virginia seashore serves the most
versatile of moods and gives one a choice
of many sports in the tonic salt air: surf
bathing and swimming in the Atlantic
Ocean or Chesapeake Bay; golf on tempt-
ing fairways; dancing; riding; hiking
along picturesque trails; tennis on fast
clay courts; archery in natural galleries;
deep-sea, surf, and fresh-water fishing;
vachting and hydroplaning on sky-blue-
mirror water; and duck shooting in
season.

Virginia Beach is eighteen miles east of
Norfolk, directly on the Atlantic Ocean,
and is one of the most notable of the sea-
shore resorts of the East. The lure of the
sea naturally makes water sports the most
popular of the recreational activities at
this famous beach. A moderate tempera-
ture, with a summer average of about
75 degrees, lends zest to the pleasure of
bathing and swimming. Beach clubs,
providing dancing beside the ocean,
cabafias, and parties add to the gay life
at this resort.

Aquaplaning is growing in popularity
at Virginia Beach, and surfboard riding
is another sport for those seeking a new
thrill. Sailboating on nearby inland lakes
is popular, too.

Golf is an outstanding attraction here,
and is played the year around, two
courses being open. Horseback riding and
hiking are diversions in which interest
never lags. Miles of bridle paths through
woods and over sand dunes, along inland
waters or within sight of the ocean,
beckon to those who enjoy horseback
riding. Spirited hunters of thoroughbred
strain are available for the horseman; and
for the novice there are mounts requiring
only a snaffle rein to guide them.

Virginia Beach, too, offers exceptional
facilities to fishermen. Those who fancy
surf casting or who are partial to angling
for deep-sea game fish will find their
liveliest hopes gratified. Others, inclined
to fresh-water fishing, will discover plenty
of opportunities in the numerous nearby
inland lakes.

The beach at Ocean View, which fronts
on Chesapeake Bay, is of hard, smooth,
clean sand, shelving gently into the bay.
The average temperature in the summer
is about 70 degrees — ideal for bathing
and swimming,

THE COLORFUL, PATRICIAN LIFE
OF THE “0LD NOUTH”

You can recapture its essence — its alluring
charm — its gracious living — at

The BON-AIR

in beautiful, stately, charming

Augusta., Georgia

The Bon-Air has been beloved of every great Southern family—
and thousands of “Northerners” — for generations

Here you will find the “Real South”

its fondest traditions—its truest hospitality —

and

3 GOLF COURSES —Best in the Land
Golf is Free to Weekly Guests

Headquarters, Augasta National Golf Club Masters Tournament, April 4th to 7th

100 MILES OF WOODLAND BRIDLE TRAILS

Excellent Mounts in the Bon-Air Stables
POLO—TENNIS at its best— SKEET

MUSIC — DANCING
AND A WORLD-FAMOUS BALMY, SUNNY CLIMATE

Average of 9 out of 10 days are sunshiny

The Bon-Air Accommodates 700
Fireproof —400 Rooms

American Plan—Reasonable Rates

New Management

PAT CARROLL—E. J. WATERMAN

New York Booking Office, Hotel Weylin, 40 E. 54th St. PLaza 3-9100
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The growing total of Waldorf registrations makes no
difference in the personal aitention we devote to the
comifort of each individual guest.

Ot Bean

President

THE WALDORF-ASTORIA

Park Avenue -+ 49th to 50th » New York

7/5/%45 IS YOUR

NEAREST NEIGHBOR
Spend your Miami Beach vaca-
tion right in Neptune's front yard
at this magnificent new hotel
which features a tenth-mile of
private bathing beach, tile pool,
— all other facilities comparably
superior. And here’s more good news — the Cromwell will
remain open all year — will thus offer spring vacationists com-
plete, full staffed service. But best of all will be the Cromwell’s

3314% RATE REDUCTION AFTER MARCH 15
Selected clientele. For folder and details:

THE

JOHN M. DUFF, JR., Manager

tomwell

NEW THIS YEAR ote

OCEAN FRONT AT 20th STREET

Virginia

Ocean View’s greatest popularity, how-
ever, is as a fishing center. No more
productive fishing grounds are to be found
anywhere, and, for the fisherman who
likes to pull them in one after another,
Ocean View is a dream come true.

m

SvurrLemenTiNG Shenandoah Na-
tional Park and the seashore resorts are
other recreational opportunities in Vir-
ginia which are gaining in popularity.
Virginia has six State parks, located in
various sections of the State, where bath-
ing, swimming, fishing, boating, hiking,
horseback riding, and other outdoor
sports may be indulged in. There are
three mountain parks, another one along
the Potomac River, and still another
along the Chesapeake Bay, near Virginia
Beach, with seaside atmosphere and
facilities. One is in the rolling Piedmont
area between the mountains and the sea.
Each park has cabins, fully equipped and
furnished, which may be rented for a
minimum period of one week and for a
maximum period of two weeks. There
are guest lodges in two parks for over-
night or week-end visitors. Moderate
accommodations for tenters and trailerites
are in each park, and each has complete
facilities for picnics.

For those who enjoy the wilds of moun-
tainous areas, who like to “rough it”
close to nature, Virginia has developed in
more recent years two national forests,
the George Washington and the Thomas
Jefferson. Millions of acres are included
in these areas, which are operated by the
United States Forest Service. Mountain
lakes and streams make bathing, swim-
ming, and fishing a joy, while miles of foot
and bridle trails, as well as hard dirt
roads, lure the traveler to places of unique
scenic beauty. Hunting in season is be-
coming more and more popular each year
in the national forests.

Added to these recreational assets in
the Old Dominion are a number of way-
side sites, located along the main high-
ways. These areas, small in size, might be
termed “resting places,” where motorists
may stop for a picnic lunch or just to
stretch a bit. Each site has pure drinking
water, sanitary facilities, picnic tables.

Unique among the new recreational
areas in the Commonwealth are the de-

| velopments at Yorktown, most widely

noted as the scene of Cornwallis’ sur-
render in the American Revolution. The
beach at Yorktown, which fronts on the
blue York River, is ideal for bathing and
swimming, while the fishing is also good.
A golf course has been developed among
the restored fortifications, occupied origi-
nally by Revolutionary soldiers.

Whether one desires mountain or sea-
shore sports, in parks or forests, Vir-
ginia has them.



