A REVIEWER’S NOTEBOOK

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN

" The Politics of Surrender”

M. STANTON EVANS believes that
chickens come home to roost. Or,
in the words of the late Richard
Weaver, that “ideas have conse-
quences.”

The consequences of pseudo-
liberal ideas for the West, as they
are set forth in Mr. Evans’ vol-
uminous but tightly argued The
Politics of Surrender (Devin-
Adair, $6.95), are likely to be
pretty horrendous. The root as-
sumption of pseudo liberalism, as
Mr. Evans sees it, is that con-
vergence of western capitalism
and communism is more or less
ordained by “history,” and that
there is no use fighting it. This
“liberal” assumption isn’t pure
Marxist determinism, for the pure
Marxists believe that capitalism
is destined to go down in a series
of catastrophic convulsions. The
“liberal” assumes that as the West
moves toward socialism, the Com-
munist East must move toward
democracy, with a peaceful em-
brace in a world state looming as
the culminating destiny of ran-
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kind. It mnever occurs to the
“liberal” that socialism, which im-
plies state compulsion in dealing
with the energies of men, is, if
pressed beyond a certain point,
utterly incompatible with demo-
cratic politics. The “merger” of
West and East which the “liberal”
hopes to see accomplished depends
on the surrender of one set of
ideas or another —and it is the
thesis of M. Stanton Evans that
the West is in process of doing
the surrendering.

It is, of course, a straggly proc-
ess, for humanity balks at
“clean” solutions, and ideas beget
counterideas. However, the
pseudo liberal has a way of achiev-
ing bureaucratic power that is
somewhat frightening. Mr. Evans
begins by analyzing some of the
important pseudoliberal docu-
ments which, even when they are
officially denounced, manage to
affect the speeches of important
statesmen and the course of action
of administrators.

There are The Liberal Papers,
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with a revealing preface by James
Roosevelt, for example. And there
is Study Phoeniz, prepared by
Vincent Rock, a ‘“senior research
analyst” at something called the
Institute for Defense Analysis.
The ideas expressed in these and
other “liberal” documents all re-
volve around the theory that the
intentions of Moscow and Peking
must be ultimately peaceful. The
consequences of this theory will
be devastating if it is wrong.

Mr. Evans is encyclopedic in
tracing out the connections be-
tween idea and ‘‘happening.”
Study Phoenix talks about an “in-
terdependence” between Moscow
and Washington. To Vincent Rock
“interdependence” means that a
“balance of terror” can be main-
tained by the two great powers
through simultaneous cuts in
armament. Picking up from the
Phoenix assumption, Dr. Seymour
Melman of Columbia University
and Dr. Jerome Wiesner of Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology
have been telling recent Washing-
ton administrations that if the
U.S. refrains from ‘“‘provocative”
arms building, Russia will follow
suit.

Hence a decision, taken in the
Kennedy Administration, not to
go ahead with the deployment of
a Nike-Zeus or Nike-X antimissile
missile system. Wiesner con-
sidered that such deployment
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might convince the Russians that
we were getting ready for an
atomic blowoff. The result of
“scaring” the Soviets would be to
provoke them into speeding up the
development of an effective anti-
missile grid on their own.

Alas for the Melman-Wiesner
way of thinking, the Russians
have gone ahead with antimissile
research and development even
without being “scared.” Mr.
Evans can take it as an ironic
justification for his book that its
publication practically coincided
with Secretary of Defense Mec-
Namara’s announcement that the
Russians have an antimissile mis-
sile and are proceeding to deploy
it in a way that makes it neces-
sary for the U.S. to come up with
a more potent offensive atomic
weapon than can currently be
fired by our forty Polaris sub-
marines.

For libertarians, Mr. Evans’
long discussion of the foreign
policy ideas disseminated by ‘“‘ex-
perts” who wrote for the publica-
tions of the Institute of Pacific
Relations is particularly perti-
nent. The IPR has been denounced
by a Senate subcommittee as “a
vehicle used by the communists to
orientate American Far Eastern
policies toward communist ob-
jectives.” (The quote is from a
1952-report of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee.) Whether or not



62 THE FREEMAN

there was conscious collusion be-
tween the communists and the
IPR, the IPR publications encour-
aged the idea that Mao Tse-tung’s
Chinese Communism wasn’t really
communism, but just an Oriental
version of Jeffersonian agrarian-
ism. The IPR writers accused
Chiang Kai-shek of heacing a
“corrupt” and “reactionary’ gov-
ernment, and sold the notion to
General George Marshall that
there should be a ‘“coalition” re-
gime in Peking. When Chiang
Kai-shek refused fo make a coali-
tion with his Marxist enemies, the
U.S. withdrew military support
from the nationalist Chinese. And,
after the dust had settled, the
communists had taken over the
mainland and Chiang had been
driven to the offshore island of
Formosa.

The percolation of IPR ideas
did not end with the de facto
creation of “two Chinas.” For, as
Mr. Evans points out, the IPR
theories are surfacing again with
the drive to throw the Formosa
Chinese out of the UN and fo seat
Red China.

This drive is of peculiar signifi-
cance to libertarians for the sim-
ple reason that it threatens an
island that has become a most
heartening example of what men
can do in freedom. Unable to put
his ideas across on the mainland
because of twenty years of war
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and revolution, Chiang Kai-shek
has had a peaceful island inter-
lude during which he has solved
the agrarian question that still
bedevils his great rival, Mao Tse-
tung. Instead of expropriating
absentee landlords on Formosa,
the Chiang government bought
them out by offering them shares
in the big national cement com-
panies. Then it proceeded to de-
nationalize the companies, which
forthwith became very prosper-
ous. Thus the old landlords became
the new capitalists on Formosa.
And the peasants, now in posses-
sion of their own rice paddies,
have had an incentive that has
made Formosa self-sufficient in
food.

Indeed, it is far more than that.
Not only does the island, which is
less than three hundred miles
long, feed its thirteen million in-
habitants; it is also managing to
develop a big export surplus of
canned pineapple, bananas, sugar,
mushrooms, and even rice. The
relative economic freedom that
pertains on Formosa has given
Free China the second highest
standard of living in the Far
East. By contrast, Mao Tse-tung’s
Red China is the worst of slums.

Since these are ascertainable
facts, it is doubly amazing that
the “politicians of surrender”
should even dare to talk about
handing Free China’s seat in the
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UN to Red China, or even to pro-
mote a ‘“‘two China policy” that
would weaken Formosa’s defenses
in a world that shows no signs of
forswearing violence.

Virtually a library in itself,
Stanton Evans’ book provides de-
tailed histories of all the impor-
tant East-West confrontations
since 1945. In its pages you can
find all you need to know about
the Bay of Pigs, the Cuban mis-
sile crisis, the Dominican Republic
affair, the war in Katanga, the
Diem murder, the partition of
Laos, and the communist drives
in Africa. This is a “must” book
for anyone who wants to know
the world of 1967. 3

p 1787: THE GRAND CONVEN-
TION by Clinton Rossiter (New
York: The Macmillan Company,
1966) $7.95, 443 pp.

Reviewed by Robert M. Thornton

THIs is a fine handbook for any-
one interested in the making of
our Constitution. The information
about the framers, like the docu-
ments in the appendices, is, of
course, helpful, but the most valu-
able passages in the book are those
devoted to the leading ideas in the
air during the summer of 1787.
As another reviewer, M. Stanton
Evans, has remarked, one could
hardly ask for a better expression
of the “key ideas in the consensus
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