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and it is a rational goal for even some people,
there may well be a conflict. But this section
was the only one I found unpersuasive, and
her argument certainly does not depend on it.
In any case, these objections don’t detract
from what is an excellent book on moral phi-
losophy, which the general reader and the aca-
demic philosopher alike could profit from
reading. []
Aeon Skoble is a visiting assistant professor of phi-
losophy at West Point. The ideas expressed here are
his own.
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l ’n Nonzero." The Logic of Human Destiny,
.Robert Wright argues that gains from

trade, or "nonzero" transactions, is the moti-
vating force driving human history. Because
of the advantages of engaging in nonzero-sum
transactions, it was virtually inevitable that
living organisms would evolve whose prima-
ry function would be to capitalize on the ben-
efits of nonzero trading opportunities. In turn
these species would construct social, legal,
and cultural institutions whose primary pur-
pose was to make possible ever-increasing
gains from trade. There is an "arrow" to his-
tory, one pointing toward ever-increasing
social complexity designed to make nonzero
interactions possible.

Wright divides the book into three basic
parts that elaborate the idea of the centrality
of nonzero interactions to the trajectory of
human history. Part I, modestly titled "A Brief
History of Humankind," advances the thesis
that human cultural evolution can be best
understood as the creation of "technologies,"
such as money, writing, and printing,
designed to make possible the realization of
gains from trade. Employing a model of Dar-
winian selection among cultural groups,
Wright argues that once invented, these useful
technologies tended to spread rapidly.

Invoking the concept of reciprocal altruism
from evolutionary psychology, Wright argues
that humans are naturally inclined to engage
in nonzero-sum transactions. Here Wright has
in mind two basic engines of such interac-
tions: the division of labor and the division of
knowledge. Wright places more emphasis on
the latter. Information, after all, is the ideal
nonzero-sum good; unlike physical resources
(such as coal or food) the stock of information
does not decrease as more people use it.

Once discovered, information can be made
freely available to all--indeed, many types of
information technologies become increasing-
ly valuable as more people use them. Wright
plots the arrow of human cultural evolution as
the spread of these new information technolo-
gies. Following on the heels of the revolution-
ary inventions of agriculture, money, and
printing, the future will be powered by the
Internet, an information-processing device
that can instantaneously coordinate informa-
tion from disparate parts of the globe.

Part II, "A Brief History of Organic Life,"
develops a similar model of biological evolu-
tion to that proposed for cultural evolution in
Part I. Specialization of cells in living crea-
tures provides similar benefits to the special-
ization of functions in a human economy. As
a result, there is a similar arrow of biological
evolution, generating increasingly complex
organic entities and culminating in the evolu-
tion of a species of high intelligence. If intel-
ligent humans had not evolved to fill this envi-
ronmental niche, Wright believes some other
creature almost certainly would have.

In Part III, Wright draws predictions about
the future course of cultural and political
evolution. Building on his earlier analysis,
Wright foresees the continued expansion of
nonzero-sum exchange to the global level,
powered by the Internet. He believes that
political institutions are necessary to creating
the conditions for nonzero-sum exchange,
thus political institutions co-evolve with the
scope of the gains from nonzero-sum
exchange. Thus he foresees the development
of global government to regulate the needs of
a global economy and global information
transmission.

Earlier in the book Wright recognizes the
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possibility that the surplus from exchange
appears first and that political institutions
arise to appropriate some of the surplus that
has already been created. If so, the gradual
elevation of power toward global political
institutions should be resisted, rather than
embraced. He leaves this tension unresolved
in his conclusions.

One of Wright’s central themes is that
"good ideas," such as eyesight, tend to be
"invented" independently many times in his-
tory. The book itself unwittingly proves the
point. Many of the core ideas of Nonzero were
also articulated by EA. Hayek. Hayek’s
career, of course, was dedicated to an exami-
nation of the way that dispersed knowledge
is coordinated and transmitted to dispersed
decision-makers. Hayek also advocated a

model of cultural group selection virtually
identical to Wright’s. Wright, unfortunately,
only mentions Hayek once in passing.

Nonetheless, Wright has provided an
important service by making these ideas
accessible in a way Hayek was unable to do.
Wright, a former reporter for The New Repub-
lic, has written a book for the new millenni-
um, clear and witty in exposition, penetrating
and provocative in analysis. Many of his tan-
gents are as interesting as the central narra-
tive. Everyone interested in freedom and
spontaneous order, and the implications of
those concepts for understanding both the
past and future, should read this important
and fascinating book. []
Todd Zywicki is associate professor o flaw at George
Mason University School of Law, Arlington, Virginia.

FEE Student Seminar in Seattle
Is Antitrust Antic0mpetitive?

April 20-21

FEE is trekking out to the Pacific Northwest to deliver a fresh per-
spective on antitrust theory and practice to area students. Distin-

guished professors Kenneth Elzinga and Andrew Kleit will join Robert
Levy and the president of FEE, Donald Boudreaux, to focus on the in-
tersection of law and economics in the history of American antitrust
policy. The program is free of charge, and all students--particularly
undergraduate and law students---are encouraged to attend.

For more information, please visit
www.fee.org/serninars/seminars.html,

or call (914) 591-7230, ext. 223.
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Racial Profiling

Flormer President Clinton called for a
national crackdown on racial profiling

and ordered federal law-enforcement authori-
ties to begin an investigation. While running
for president A1 Gore promised the NAACP
that if elected, eliminating racial profiling by
the nation’s police departments would be a top
priority. New Jersey Governor Christie Todd
Whitman fired Police Superintendent Carl
Williams after the 35-year veteran trooper
said in an interview that minorities are more
likely to be involved in drug trafficking.

In 1996 New Jersey Superior Court Judge
Robert E. Francis suppressed evidence and
dismissed criminal charges against 19 black
defendants because he found a "de facto pol-
icy of targeting blacks for investigation and
arrest.., violating the equal protection and
due process clauses."

What is racial profiling? Does it serve any
purpose? In the most general terms, racial
profiling is a process whereby people employ
a cheap-to-observe physical characteristic,
such as race, as a proxy for a more costly-to-
observe characteristic. It is prejudice, in the
sense of the word’s Latin root--the act of pre-
judging, or the practice of making decisions
on the basis of incomplete information.

Since the acquisition of information is not
costless and requires the sacrifices of time
and/or money, we all seek methods to econo-
mize on its acquisition. Prior to making a

Walter Williams is the John M. Olin Distinguished
Professor of Economics and chairman of the eco-
nomics department at George Mason University in
Fairfax, Virginia.

decision, people never obtain all of the infor-
mation available or possible to obtain. For
example, people prefer low prices to higher
prices for a given purchase, but they never
canvass all prices. In choosing a mate, we
never obtain all possible information about
our prospective spouse. In these and other
decisions, we decide that a certain amount of
information is "enough" and we search no
more.

Consider the following example of pre-
judging. Suppose on entering a room a person
is unexpectedly confronted with the sight of a
fully grown tiger. A fairly reliable prediction
is that one would endeavor to leave the area in
great dispatch or otherwise seek safety. All by
itself that prediction is uninteresting. More
interesting is the explanation for the behavior.
Would the person’s decision to run be based
on any detailed information held about that
particular tiger? Or would the decision be
based on the person’s stock of information
about tigers in general, what his parents have
told him about tigers, and tiger folklore? Most
likely the individual’s decision would be
based on the latter. He simply pre-judges, or
stereotypes, the tiger. The fact that it is a tiger
is deemed sufficient information for action.

If a person did not pre-judge, or employ
tiger stereotypes, his behavior would be dif-
ferent. He would endeavor to acquire addi-
tional information about the tiger before tak-
ing any action. Only if the tiger became men-
acing or lunged at him would he seek safety.

Most people so confronted by a tiger would
not seek additional information. They would
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