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CASTING TEA OVERJtOA 

T H E BOSTON T K A P A R T Y . * 

BY B E N S O N J . LOSSING. 

R EVOLUTIONS which dismember and over­
turn empires, disrupt political systems, and 

change not only the forms of civil government, 
but frequently the entire character of society, are 
often incited by causes so remote, and apparently 
inconsiderable and inadequate, that the super­
ficial observer would never detect them, or would 
laugh incredulously if presented to his consider­
ation as things of moment. Yet, like the little 
spring of a watch, coiled unseen within the dark 
recess of its. chamber, the influences of such re­
mote causes operating upon certain combinations, 
give motion, power, and value to latent energies, 
and form the primum mobile of the whole ma­
chinery of wonderful events which produce rev­
olutions. 

As a general rule, revolutions in states are the 
results of isolated rebellions; and rebellions have 
their birth in desires to cast off evils inflicted by 
actual oppressions. These evils generally consist 
of the interferences of rulers with the physical 
well-being of the governed ; and very few of the 

' The Eiigraving.s which illustrate this article (except 
the frontisiucf'e) are from Lossing's Pictorial Field-Book 
cfthi' Revolution, now in course of publication by Harper 
anil Brothers. 
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political changes in empires which so prominent­
ly mark the course of human history, have had a 
higher incentive to resistance than the mainten­
ance of creature comforts. Abridgment of per­
sonal liberty in the exercise of natural rights . 
excessive taxation, and extortion of public ofiicers. 
whereby individual competence and consequent 
ease have not been attainable, these have gen­
erally been the chief counts in the indictment, 

1 when the people have arisen in their might and 
I arraigned their rulers at the bar of the world's 
: judgment. 
I The American Revolution, which succeeded 

local rebellions in the various provinces, was an 
; exception to a general rule. History furnishes 

no parallel example of a people free, prosperous, 
and happy, rising from the couch of case to gird 
on the panoply of war, with a certainty of en­
countering perhaps years of privation and dis­
tress, to combat the intangible principle of des­
potism. The taxes of which the English colo­
nies in America complained, and which were the 
ostensible cau.se of dissatisfaction, were almost 
nominal, and only in the smallest degree affected 
the general prosperity of the people. But the 
method employed in levying those slight taxes, 
and the prerogatives assumed by the king and 
his ministers, plainly revealed the principles of 
tyranny, and were the causes which produced 
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the quarrel. In these assumptions the kernel of 
Jespotism was very apparent, and the sagacious 
Americans, accustomed to vigorous and independ­
ent thought, and a free interchange of opinions, 
foresavf the speedy springing of that germ into 
the bullc and vigor of an umbrageous tree, that 
would overshadow the land and bear the bitter 
fruit of tyrannous misrule. Foreseeing this, they 
resolved neither to water it kindly, nor generous­
ly dig about its roots and open them to the genial 
influences of the blessed sun and the dews ; but, 
on the contrary, to eradicate it. Tyranny had 
no abiding-place in America when the quarrel 
with the imperial government began, and the 
W a r of the Revolution, in its inception and pro­
gress, was eminently a war of principle. 

How little could the wisest political seer have 
perceived of an elemental cause of a revolution 
in America, and the dismemberment of the British 
Empire, in two pounds and two ounces of TEA, 
which, a little less than two centuries ago, the 
East India Company sent as a present to Charles 
the Second of England ! Little did the " merrie 
monarch" think, while sitting with Nell Gwynn, 
the Earl of Rochester, and a few other favorites, 
in his private parlor at Whitehall, and that new 
beverage gave pleasure to his sated taste, that 
events connected with the use of the herb wtiuld 
shake the throne of England, albeit a Guelph, a 
wiser and more virtuous monarch than any Stuart, 
should sit thereon. Yet it was even so; and TEA, 
within a hundred years after that viceregal cor­
poration made its gift to royalty, became one of 
the causes which led to rebellion and revolu­
tion, resulting in the independence of the Anglo-
American colonies, and the founding of our 
Republic. 

When the first exuberant feelings of joy, which 
filled the hearts of the Americans when intelli­
gence of the repeal of the Stamp Act reached 
them, had subsided, and sober judgment ana­
lyzed the Declaratory act of William Pitt which 
accompanied the Repeal Bill, they perceived 
small cause for congratulation. They knew Pitt 
to be a friend—an earnest and sincere friend of 
the colonists. He had labored shoulder to shoul­
der with Barre, Conway, Burke, and others, to 
effect the repeal, and had recently declared bold­
ly in the House of Commons, " I rejoice that 
America has resisted. Three millions of people, 
60 dead to all the feelings of liberty as voluntari­
ly to submit to be slaves, would have been fit in­
struments to make slaves of the rest ." Yet he 
saw hesitation; he saw fride standing in the 
place of righteousness, and he allowed expediency 
to usurp the place oi principle, in order to accom­
plish a great good. He introduced the Declar­
atory Act, which was a sort of salvo to the na­
tional honor, that a majority of votes might be 
secured for the Repeal Bill. That act affirmed 
that Parliament possessed the power to bind the 
colonies in all cases whatsoever; clearly implying 
the right to impose taxes to any extent, and in 
any manner that ministers might think proper. 
That temporizing measure was unworthy of the 
great statesman, and had not the colonists pos­

sessed too many proofs of his friendship to doubt 
his constancy, they would now have placed him 
in the category of the enemies of America. They 
plainly perceived that no actual concession had 
been made, and that the passage of the Repeal 
Bill was only a truce in the systematic endeavors 
of ministers to hold absolute control over the 
Americans. The loud acclamations of joy and 
the glad expressiotis of loyalty to the king, 
which rung throughout America in the spring 
and early summer of 1766, died away into low 
whispers before autumn, and as winter ap­
proached, and other schemes for taxation, such 
as a new clause in the mutiny act developed, 
were evolved from the ministerial laboratory, 
loud murmurings went over the sea from every 
English colony in the New World. 

Much good was anticipated by the exercise of 
the enlightened policy of the Rockingham min­
istry, under whose auspices the Stamp Act had 
been repealed, when it was suddenly dissolved, 
and William Pitt, who was now elevated to the 
peerage, became prime minister. Had not physi­
cal infirmities borne heavily upon Lord Chatham, 
all would have been wel l ; but while he was tor­
tured by gout, and lay swathed in flannels at his 
country-seat at Hayes, weaker heads controlled 
the affairs of state. Charles Townshend, Pitt 's 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, a vain, truckling 
statesman, coalesced with Grenville, the father 
of the Stamp Act, in the production of another 
scheme for deriving a revenue from America. 
Too honest to be governed by expediency, Gren­
ville had already proposed levying a direct tax 
upon the Americans of two millions of dollars 
per annum, allowing them to raise that sum in 
their own way. Townshend had the sagacity 
to perceive that such a measure would meet 
with no favor ; but in May, 1767, he attempted 
to accomplish the same result by introducing a 
bill providing for the imposition of a duty upon 
glass, paper, painters' colors, and TEA imported 
from Great Britain into America. This was 
only another form of taxation, and judicious men 
in Parliament viewed the proposition with deep 
concern. Burke and others denounced it in the 
Commons; and Shelbume in the House of Lords 
warned ministers to have a care how they pro­
ceeded in the matter, for he clearly foresaw in­
surrection, perhaps a revolution as a consequence. 
But the voice of prudence, uttering words of 
prophecy, was disregarded; Townshend's bill 
was passed, and became a law at the close of 
June, by receiving the royal signature. Other 
acts, equally obnoxious to the Americans, soon 
became laws by the sanction of the king, and the 
principles of despotism, concealed behind the 
honest-featured Declaratory Act, were displayed 
in all their deformity. 

During the summer and autumn, John Dick­
enson sent forth his powerful Letters of a Penn­
sylvania Farmer. Writ ten in a simple manner, 
they were easily understood. They laid bare the 
evident designs of the ministry ; proved the un­
constitutionality of the late acts of Parliament, 
and taught the people the necessity of united 
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BOSTON IN 

resistance to the slow but certain approaches of 
oppression. 

Boston, " t h e ringleader in rebellion," soon 
took the initiative step in revolutionary move­
ments, and during 1768, tumults occurred, vfhich 
caused Governor Bernard to call for troops to awe 
the people. General Thomas Gage, then com­
mander-in-chief of the British forces in America, 
ordered two regiments from Halifax. Borne by 
a fleet which blockaded the harbor in September, 
they landed upon Long Wharf, in Boston, on 
Sunday morning, and while the people were de­
sirous of vporshiping quietly in their meeting­
houses, these soldiers marched to the Common 
with charged muskets, fixed bayonets, drums 
beating, and colors flying, with all the pomp and 
insolence of victorious troops entering a van­
quished city. It was a groat blunder, and Gov­
ernor Bernard soon perceived it. 

A convention of delegates from every town 
but one in Massachusetts was in session, when 
the fleet arrived in Nantasket roads. They were 
not alarmed by the approach of cannon and bay­
onets, but deliberated coolly, and denounced 
firmly the current measures of government. 
Guided by their advice, the select-men of Boston 
refused to furnish quarters for the troops, and 
they were obliged to encamp on the open Com­
mon, where insults were daily bandied between 
the military hirelings and the people. The in­
habitants of Boston, and of the whole province 
felt insulted—ay, degraded—and every feeling 
of patriotism and manhood rebelled. The alter­
native was plain before them—submission or the 
bayonet! 

Great indignation prevailed from the Penob­
scot to the St. Mary's, and the cause of Boston 
became the common cause of all the colonists. 
They resented the insult as if oflered to them­
selves ; and hatred of royal rule became a fixed 
emotion in the hearts of thousands. Legislative 

assemblies spoke out freely, and for the crime 
of being thus independent, royal governors dis­
solved them. Delegates returned to their con­
stituents, each an eloquent crusader against op-

I pression; and in every village and hamlet men 
congregated to consult upon the public good, and 
to determine upon a remedy for the monster evil 
now sitting like an incubus upon the peace and 
prosperity of the land. 

As a countervailing measure, merchants in the 
various coast towns entered into an agreement to 
cease importing from Great Britain, every thing 
but a few articles of common necessity (and es­
pecially those things enumerated in the impost 
bill), from the first of January, 1769, to the first 
of January, 1770, unless the obnoxious act should 
be sooner repealed. The people every where sec­
onded this movement by earnest co-operation, and 
Provincial legislatures commended the scheme. 
An agreement, presented in the Virginia House 
of Burgesses by Washington, was signed by every 
member; and in all the colonies the people en-

I tered at once upon a course of self-denial. For 
more than a year this powerful engine of retalia­
tion waged war upon British commerce in a con­
stitutional way, before ministers would listen to 
petitions and remonstrances ; and it was not un­
til virtual rebellion in the British capital, born 
of commercial distress, menaced the ministry, 
that the expostulations of the Americans were 
noticed, except with sneers. 

In America meetings were frequently held, and 
men thus encouraged each other by mutual con­
ference. Noi did meii, alone, preach and prac­
tice self-denial; American women, the wives and 
daughters of patriots, cast their influence into the 
scale of patriotism, and by cheering voices and 
noble examples, became efficient co-workers. 
And when, in Boston, cupidity overcame patriot­
ism, and the defection of a few merchants who 
loved gold more than liberty, aroused the friends 
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of the non-imjjortalion leagues, and assembled 
them in general council in Faneuil Hall, there to 
declare that they would " totally abstain from the 
use of TEA," and other proscribed articles, the 
women of that city, fired with zeal for the gen­
eral good, spoke out publicly and decidedly upon 
the subject. Early in February, 1770, the mis­
tresses of three hundred families subscribed their 
names to a league, binding themselves not to use 
any more TEA until the impost clause in the Rev­
enue Act should be repealed. Their daughters 
speedily followed their patriotic example, and 
three days afterward, a multitude of young la­
dies in Boston and vicinity, signed the following 
pledge : 

" W E , the daughters of those patriots who have, 
and do now appear for the public interest, and in 
that principally regard their posterity—as such, 
do with pleasure engage with them in denying 
ourselves the drinking of foreign TEA, in hopes 
to frustrate a plan which tends to deprive a whole 
community of all that is valuable in life." 

From that time, TEA was a proscribed article 
in Boston, and opposition to the form of oppres­
sion was strongly manifested by the unanimity 
with which the pleasant beverage was discarded. 
Nor did the ladies of Boston bear this honor 
alone, but in Salem, Newport, Norwich, New 
York, Philadelphia, Annapolis, Williamsburg, 
Wilmington, Charleston, and Savannah, the wo­
men sipped " the balsamic hyperion," made from 
the dried leaves of the raspberry plant, and dis­
carded " the poisonous bohea." The newspapers 
of the day abound with notices of social gather­
ings where foreign tea was entirely discarded. 

About this time Lord North succeeded Town-
shend as Chancellor of the Exchequer. He was an 

honest man, a statesman of good parts, and a sin­
cere friend to English liberty. He doubtless de­
sired to discharge his duty faithfully, yet in deal­
ing with the Americans, he utterly misunder­
stood their character and temper, and could not 
perceive the justice of their demands. This was 
the minister who mismanaged the affairs of Great 
Britain throughout the whole of our war for in­
dependence, and by his pertinacity in attempts 
to tax the colonies, and in opposing them in their 
efforts to maintain their rights, he finally drove 
them to rebellion, and protracted the war until 
reconciliation was out of the question. 

Early in 1770, the British merchants, the most 
influential class in the realm, were driren by the 
non-importation agreements to become the friends 
of the colonists, and to join with them in peti­
tions and remonstrances. The London mer­
chants suffered more from the operations of the 
new Revenue Laws, than the Americans. They 
had early foreseen the consequences of an at­
tempt to tax the colonists ; and when Town-
shend"s scheme was first proposed, they offered 
to pay an equivalent sum into the Treasury, 
rather than risk the loss of the rapidly-increasing 
American trade. Now, that anticipated loss was 
actual, and was bearing heavily upon them. It 
also affected the national exchequer. In one 
year, exports to America had decreased in amount 
to the value of almost four millions of dollars ; 
and within three years (1767 to 1770), the gov­
ernment revenue from America decreased from 
five hundred and fifty thousand dollars per an­
num, to one hundred and fifty thousand. These 
facts awakened the people ; these figures alarmed 
the government; and early in March, Lord North 
asked leave to bnng in a bill, in the House of 
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Commons, for repealing the duties upon glass, 
paper, and painters' colors, but retaining the 
duty of three-pence upon TEA. This impost was 
very small—avowedly a *' pepper-corn rent," re­
tained to save the national honor, about which 
ministers prated so loudly. The friends of Amer­
ica—the true friends of English liberty and "na ­
tional honor"—asked for a repeal of the whole 
a c t ; the stubborn king, and the short-sighted 
ministry would not consent to make the conces­
sion. North's bill became a law in April, and he 
fondly imagined that the insignificant three-pence 
a pound, upon a single article of luxury, would 
now be overlooked by t'-ie colonists. How egre-
giously he misapprehended their character! 

When intelligence of this act reached America, 
the scheme found no admirers. The people had 
never complained of the amoM?iiof the taxes levied 
by impost; it was trifling. They asserted that 
Great Britain had no right to tax them at all, 
without their consent. It was for a great prin-
r.iple they were contending ; and they regarded 
the retention of the duty of three-pence upon the 
single article of TEA, as much a violation of the 
constitutional rights of the colonists, as if there 
had been laid an impost a hundred-fold greater, 
upon a score of articles. This was the issue, and 
no partial concessions would be considered. 

The non-importation agreements began to be 
disregarded by many merchants, and six months 
before this repeal bill became a law, they had 
agreed, in several places, to import every thing 
but TEA, and that powerful lever of opposition 
had now almost ceased to work. T E A being an 
article of luxury, the resolutions to discard that 
were generally adhered to, and concerning TEA, 
alone, the quarrel was continued. 

For two years very little occurred to disturb 
the tranquilli­
ty of New En­
gland. Thom­
as Hutchin­
son, a man of 
fair abilities, 
but possessed 
of very little 
prudence or 
sound judg­
ment, suc­
ceeded Ber­
nard as Gov­
ernor of Mas­
s a c hu s e t t s . 
New men, 
zealous and 
capable, were 
coming forth 

from among the people, to do battle for right and 
freedom. Poor Otis, whose eloquent voice had oft­
en stirred up the fires of rebellion in the hearts of 
the Bostonians, when Writs of Assistance, and 
the Stamp Act, elicited his denunciations, and 
who, with prophetic voice, had told his brethren 
m Great Britain, " Our fathers were a ffood peo­
ple, we have been a free people, and if you will 
not let us be so any longer, we shall be a great 

people," was now under a cloud. But his col­
leagues, some of them very young, were growing 
strong and experienced. John Adams, then six-
and-thirty, and rapidly rising in public estima­
tion, occupied the seat of Otis in the General As­
sembly. John Hancock, one of the wealthiest 
merchants of Boston ; Samuel Adams, a Puritan 
of great experience and tried integrity; Joseph 
Warren, a young physician, full of energy and 
hope, who afterward fell on Breed's Hill; Josiah 
Quincy, a polished orator, though almost a strip­
l ing; Thomas Gushing, James Warren, Dr. Sam­
uel Church, Robert Treat Paine—these became 
the popular leaders, and fostered " t h e child in­
dependence," which John Adams said, was born 
when Otis denounced the Writs of Assistance, and 
the populace sympathized. These were the men 
who, at private meetings, concerted plans for pub­
lic action; and with them, Hutchinson soon quar­
reled. They issued a circular, declaring the rights 
of the colonies, and enumerating their grievances. 
Hutchinson denounced it as seditious and trai­
torous ; and while the public mind was excited 
by the quarrel, Dr. Franklin, who was agent for 
the colony in England, transmitted to the Speaker 
of the Assembly several private letters, written by 
the governor to members of Parliament, in which 
he spoke disrespectfully of the Americans, and 
recommended the adoption of coercive measures 
to abridge " w h a t are called English liberties." 
These revelations raised a furious storm, and 
the people were with difficulty restrained from 
inflicting personal violence upon the governor. 
All classes, from the men in legislative council, 
to the plainest citizen, felt a disgust that could 
not be concealed, and a breach was opened be­
tween ruler and people that grew wider every 
day. 

The Earl of Hillsborough, who had been Sec­
retary of State for the Colonies during the past 
few years of excitement, was now succeeded by 

EARL OF DART.MOUTU 
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Lord Dartmouth, a personal friend to Dr. Frank­
lin, a sagacious statesman, and a man sincerely 
disposed to do justice to the colonies. 
Had his councils prevailed, the duty 
upon tea would have heen taken off, 
and all cause for discontent on the 
part of the colonies, removed. But 
North's blindness, countenanced by 
ignorant or wicked advisers, prevail­
ed in the cabinet, and the olive-branch 
of peace and reconciliation, constantly 
held out by the Americans while de­
claring their rights, was spurned. 

At the beginning of 1773, the East 
India Coinpany, feeling the effects of 
the non-importation agreements and 
the colonial contraband trade, opened 
the way for reconciliation, while en­
deavoring to benefit themselves. Al­
ready seventeen millions of pounds 
of tea had accumulated in their ware­
houses in England, and the demand for it in 
America was daily diminishing. To open anew 
an extensive market so suddenly closed, the 
Company offered to allow government to retain 
six-pence upon the pound as an exportation ta­
riff, if they would take off the duty of three-pence. 
Ministers had now a fair opportunity, not only to 
conciliate the colonies in an honorable way, but 
to procure, without expense, double the amount 
of revenue. But the ministry, deluded by false 
views of national honor, would not listen to the 
proposition, but stupidly favored the East India 
Company, while persisting in unrighteousness 
toward the Americans. A bill was passed in 
May, to allow the Company to export tea to 
America on their own account, without paying 
export duty, while the impost of three-pence was 
continued. The mother country thus taught the 
colonists to regard her as a voluntary oppressor. 

While the bill for allowing the East India 
Company to export tea to America on their own 
account, was under consideration in Parliament, 
Dr. Franklin, Arthur Lee, and others, apprised 
the colonists of the movement; and when, a few 
weeks afterward, several large vessels laden with 
the plant, were out upon the Atlantic, bound for 
American ports, the people here were actively 
preparing to prevent the landing of the cargoes. 
The Company had appointed consignees in vari­
ous seaport towns, and these being generally 
known to the people, were warned to resign their 
commissions, or hold them at their peril. 

In Boston the most active measures were ta­
ken to prevent the landing of the tea. The con­
signees were all friends of government; two 
of them were Governor Hutchinson's sons, and 
a third (Richard Clarke, father-in-law of John 
Singleton Copley, the eminent painter), was 
his nephew. Their neighbors expostulated with 
them, but in vain; and as the time for the ex­
pected arrival of two or three tea-ships approach­
ed, the public mind became feverish. On the 
first of November several of the leading " Sons 
of Liberty," as the patriots were called, met at 
the house of John Hancock, on Beacon-street, 

facing the Common, to consult upon the public 
good, touchnig the expected tea ships. A public 

H.iNCOCK S HOUSE. 

meeting was decided upon, and on the morning 
of the third the following placard was posted in 
many places within the city : 

" TO THE FREEMEN OF THIS AND THE NEIGHBOK-

ING TOWNS. 

" Gentlemen.—You are desired to meet at the 
Liberty Tree this day at twelve o'clock at noon, 
then and there to hear the persons to whom the 
T E A shipped by the East India Company is con­
signed, make a public resignation of their offices 
as consignees, upon oath; and also swear that 
they will reship any teas that may be consigned 
to them by the said Company, by the first vessel 
sailing to London. O. C. Sec'y-

" Boston, Nov. 3, 1773. 

" l y Show me the man that dare take this 
down !" 

The consignees were summoned at an early-
hour in the morning, to appear under Liberty 
Tree (a huge elm, which stood at the present 
junction of Washington and Essex streets), antl 
resign their commissions. They treated the 
summons with contempt, and refused to comply 
At the appointed hour the town-crier proclaimed 
the meeting, and the church-bells of the city 
also gave the annunciation. Timid men remain­
ed at home, but about five hundred people assem­
bled near the tree, from the top of which floated 
the New England flag. No definite action was 
taken, and at three o'clock the meeting had dis­
persed. 

On the 5th, another meeting was held, over 
which John Hancock presided. Several short but 
vehement speeches were made, in which were 
uttered many seditious sentiments; eight resist­
ance resolutions adopted by the Philadelphians 
were agreed too; and a committee was appointed 
to wait upon the consignees, who, it was known, 
were then at Clarke's store, on King-street, 
and request them to resign. Again those gen­
tlemen refused compliance, and when the com­
mittee reported to the meeting, it was voted that 
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the answer of the consignees was " unsatisfac­
tory and highly affrontive." This meeting also 
adjourned without deciding upon any definite 
course for future action. 

The excitement in Boston now hourly in­
creased. Grave citizens congregated at the cor­
ners of the streets to interchange sentiments, 
and all seemed to have a presentiment that the 
sanguinary scenes of the 5th of March, 1770, 
when blood flowed in the streets of Boston, were 
about to be reproduced. 

The troops introduced by Bernard had been 
removed from the city, and there was no legal 
power but that of the civil authorities, to sup­
press disorder. On the 12th, the captain-general 
of the province issued an order for the Governor's 
Guards, of which John Hancock was colonel, to 
stand in readiness to assist the civil magistrate 
in preserving order. This corps, being strongly 
imbued with the sentiments of their commander, 
utterly disregarded the requisition. Business 
was, in a measure, suspended, and general un­
easiness prevailed. 

On the 18th, another meeting was held in 
Faneuil Hall, and a committee was again ap­
pointed to wait upon the consignees and request 
them to resign. Again they refused, and that 
evening the house of Richard Clarke, on School-
street, was surrounded by an unruly crowd. A 
pistol was fired from the house, but without 
serious effect other than exciting the mob to 
deeds of violence ; the windows were demolish­
ed, and the family menaced with personal injury. 
Better counsels than those of anger soon pre­
vailed, and at midnight the town was quiet. 
The meeting, in the mean while, had received the 
report of the committee in silence, and adjourned 
without uttering a word. This silence was omin­
ous of evil to the friends of government. The 
consignees were alarmed, for it was evident that 
the people were determined to talk only, no more, 
but henceforth to act. The governor, also, prop­
erly interpreted their silence as a calm before a 
storm, and he called his council together at the 
Province House, to consult upon measures for 

PROVINCE H O U S t 

preserving the peace of the city. During their 
session the frightened consignees presented a 
petition to the council, asking leave to resign 

their commissions into the hands of the governor 
and his advisers, and praying them to adopt 
measures for the safe landing of the teas. The 
council, equally fearful of the popular vengeance, 
refused the prayer of their petition, and the con­
signees withdrew, for safety, to Castle William, 
a strong fortress at the entrance of the harbor, 
then garrisoned by a portion of the troops who 
had been encamped on Boston Common. The 
flight of the consignees allayed the excitement 
for a few Jays. 

On Sunday evening, the 28th of November, 
the Dartmouth, Captain Hall, one of the East 
India Company's ships, arrived in the harbor. 
The next morning the following handbill was 
posted in every part of the city : 

" Friends ! Brethren! Countryman!—That 
worst of plagues, the detested T E A shipped for 
this port, by the East India Company, is now 
arrived in the harbor. The hour of destruction, 
or manly opposition to the machinations of ty­
ranny, stares you in the face ; every friend to hi; 
country, to himself, and to posterity, is now call­
ed upon to meet at Faneuil Hall, at nine o'clock 
T H I S T)-\Y (at which time the bells will ring), to 
make united and successful resistance to this 
last, worst, and most destructive measure of ad­
ministration. 

" Boston, Nov. 29th, 1773." 

A large concourse assembled in and around 
Faneuil Hall at the appointed hour, too large to 

, be admitted within its walls, and 
they adjourned to the Old South 
Meeting House, on the corner of 
the present Washington and Milk 
streets. Hancock, the Adamses, 

Warren, Quincy, and other 
; popular leaders and influential 

^ citizens were there. Firmness 
- marked all the proceedings, and 

n ithin that sanctuary of religion 
they made resolves of gravest 
import. It was agreed that 

n o TE.\ 

should 
be land­
ed with­

in the 
pre-

(mctsof 
Boston; 
that no 

duty 
should 

be paid; 
and that 
it should 

be sent back in the same bottom. They also 
voted that Mr. Roch, the owner of the Dartmouth, 
" be directed not to enter the tea at his peri l ; 
and that Captain Hall be informed, and at his 
peril, not to suffer any of the tea to be landed." 
They ordered the ship to be moored at Griffin's 
wharf, near the present Liverpool dock, and ap­
pointed a guard of twenty-five men to watch her. 

• OLD SOUTH. 
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When the meeting was about to adjourn, a 
letter was received from the consignees, offering 
to store the tea until they could write to England 
and obtain instructions from the owners The 
people had resolved that not a chest should be 
landed, and the offer was at once rejected. The 
sheriff, who was present, then stepped upon 
the back of a pew, and read a proclamation 
by the governor, ordering the assembly to dis­
perse. It was received with hisses. Another 
resolution was then adopted, ordering two other 
tea vessels, then hourly expected, to be moored 
at Griffin's wharf; and, after solemnly pledging 
themselves to carry their several resolutions into 
effect at all hazards, and thanking the people in 
attendance from the neighboring towns for their 
sympathy, they adjourned. 

Every thing relating to the TE.t movement was 
now in the hands of the Boston Committee of 
Correspondence. A large volunteer guard was 
enrolled, and every necessary preparation was 
made to support the resistance resolutions of 
the 29th. A fortnight elapsed without any spe­
cial public occurrence, when, on the afternoon of 
the 13th of December, intelligence went through 
the town that the Eleanor, Captain James Bruce, 
and the Beaver, Captain Hezekiah Coffin, ships 
of the East India Company, laden with tea, had 
entered the harbor. They were moored at Grif­
fin's wharf by the volunteer guard, and that night 
there were many sleepless eyes in Boston. The 
Sons of Liberty convened at an early hour in the 
evening, and expresses were sent to the neigh­
boring towns with the intelligence. Early the 
next morning the following placard appeared : 

"Friends! Brethren! Countrymen!—The per­
fidious arts of your restless enemies to render 
ineffectual the resolutions of the body of the 
people, demand your assembling at the Old South 
Meeting House precisely at two o'clock this day, 
at which time the bells will r ing." 

The " Old South" was crowded at the appointed 
hour, yet perfect order prevailed. It was resolved 
to order Mr. Roch to apply immediately for a 
clearance for his ship, and send her to sea. The 
owner was in a dilemma, for the governor had 
taken measures, since the arrival of the Dart­
mouth , to prevent her sailing out of the harbor. 
Admiral Montague, who happened to be in Bos­
ton, was directed to fit out two armed vessels, 
and station them at the entrance to the harbor, to 
act in concert with Colonel Leslie, the commander 
of the garrison at the Castle. Leslie had already 
received written orders from the governor not to 
allow any vessel to pass the guns of the fort, out­
ward, without a permit, signed by himself Of 
course Mr. Roch could do nothing. 

As no effort had yet been made to land the 
tea, the meeting adjourned, to assemble again on 
the 16th, at the same place. These several 
popular assemblies attracted great attention in 
the other colonies; and from New York and 
Philadelphia in particular, letters, expressive of 
the strongest sympathy and encouragement, were 
received by the Committee of Correspondence. 

At the appointed hour on the 16th, the " Old 
South" was again crowded, and the streets near 
were filled with a multitude, eager to participate 
in the proceedings. They had flocked in from 
the neighboring towns by hundreds. So great 
a gathering of people had never before occurred 
in Boston. Samuel Phillips Savage, of Weston, 
was chosen Moderator, or Chairman, and around 
him sat many men who, two years afterward, 
were the recognized leaders of the Revolution in 
Massachusetts. When the preliminary business 
was closed, and the meeting was about to appoint 
committees for more vigorous action than had 
hitherto been directed, the youthful Josiah Quin-
cy arose, and with words almost of prophecy, 
uttered with impassioned cadence, he harangued 
the multitude. " It is not, Mr. Moderator," he 
said, " the spirit that vapors within these walls 
that must stand us in stead. The exertions of 
this day will call forth events which will make a 
very different spirit necessary for our salvation. 
Whoever supposes that shouts and hosannas will 
terminate the trials of this day, entertains a child­
ish fancy. W e must be grossly ignorant of the 
importance and the value of the prize for which 
we contend : we must be equally ignorant of the 
power of those who have combined against u s ; 
we must be blind to that malice, inveteracy, and 
insatiable revenge, which actuates our enemies, 
public and private, abroad and in our bosoms, to 
hope that we shall end this controversy without 
the sharpest, the sharpest conflicts—to flatter our­
selves that popular resolves, popular harangues, 
popular acclamations, and popular vapor will van­
quish our foes. Let us consider the issue. Let 
us look to the end. Let us weigh and consider 
before we advance to those measures which must 
bring on the most trying and terrible struggle this 
country ever saw." This gifted young patriot did 
not live to see the struggle he so confidently an­
ticipated ; for, when blood was flowing, in the 
first conflicts at Lexington and Concord, eighteen 
month's afterward, he was dying with consump­
tion, on ship-board, almost within sight of his 
native land. 

The people, in the " Old South," were greatly 
agitated when Quincy closed his harangue. It 
was between three and four o'clock in the after­
noon. The question was immediately proposed 
to the meeting, " Will you abide by your former 
resolutions with respect to not suffering the TEA 
to be landed 1" The vast assembly within, as 
with one voice, replied affirmatively, and when 
the purport was known without, the multitude 
there responded in accordance. The meeting 
now awaited the return of Mr. Roch, who had 
been to the governor to request a permit for his 
vessel to leave the harbor. Hutchinson, alarmed 
at the stormy aspect of affairs, had taken counsel 
of his fears, and withdrawn from the city to his 
country-house at Milton, a few miles from Boston. 
It was sunset when Roch returned and informed 
the meeting that the governor refused to grant a 
permit, until a clearance should be exhibited. As 
a clearance had already been refused by the col­
lector of the port, until the cargo should be landed, 
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it was evident that government officers had con­
certed to resist the demands of the people. Like 
a sea lashed by a storm, that meeting swayed 
with excitement, and eagerly demanded from the 
leaders some indication for immediate action. 
Night was fast approaching, and as the twilight 
deepened, a call was made for candles. At that 
moment, a person in the gallery, disguised in the 
garb of a Mohawk Indian, gave a war-whoop, 
which was answered from without. That sig­
nal, like the notes of a trumpet before the battle-
charge, fired the assemblage, and as another voice 
in the gallery shouted, " Boston harbor a tea-pot 
to-night 1 Hurrah for Griffin's wharf!" a motion 
to adjourn was carried, and the multitude rushed 
to the street. " T o Griffin's wharf! to Griffin's 
wharf!" again shouted several voices, while a 
dozen men, disguised as Indians, were seen 
speeding over Fort Hill, in that direction. The 
populace followed, and in a few minutes the scene 
of excitement was transferred from the " Old 
South" to the water side. 

No doubt the vigilant patriots had arranged 
this movement, in anticipation of the refusal of 
the governor to allow the Dartmouth to depart; 
for concert of action marked all the operations at 
the wharf The number of persons dis­
guised as Indians, was fifteen or twenty, 
and these, with others who joined them, 
appeared to recognize Lendall Pitts, a me­
chanic of Boston, as their leader. Under 
his directions, about sixty persons boarded 
the three tea-ships, brought the chests upon 
deck, broke them open, and cast their con­
tents into the water. The Dartmouth was 
lioarded first; the Eleanor and BcaBer were 
next entered; and within the space of two 
hours, the contents of three hundred and 
forty-two chests of tea were cast into the 
waters of the harbor. During the occur­
rence very little excitement was manifested 
among the multitude upon the wharf; and 
as soon as the work of destruction was 
completed, the active party marched in 
perfect order back into the town, preceded 
by a drum and fife, dispersed to their 
homes, and Boston, untarnished by actual 
mob or riot, was never more tranquil than 
on that bright and frosty December night. 

A British squadron was not more than 
a quarter of a mile from Griffin's wharf, 
where this event occurred, and British 
troops were near, yet the whole proceed­
ing was uninterrupted. The newspapers 
of the day doubtless gave the correct inter­
pretation to this apathy. Something far ^ 
more serious had been anticipated, if an at-
tempt should be made to land the tea ; and 
the owners of the vessels, as well as the 
public authorities, civil and military, doubtless 
thanked the rioters, in their secret thoughts, for 
thus extricating them from a serious dilemma. 
They would doubtless have been worsted in an 
attempt forcibly to land the t ea ; now, the vessels 
were saved from destruction : no blood was spilt; 
the courage of the civil and military officers re­

mained unimpeached; the " national honor" was 
not compromised, and the Bostonians, having 
carried their resolutions into effect, were satisfied. 
The East India Company alone, which was the 
actual loser, had cause for complaint. 

It may be asked. Who were the men actively 
engaged in this high-handed measure 7 Were 
they an ignorant rabble, with no higher motives 
than the gratification of a mobocratic spirit ? By 
no means. While some of them were doubtless 
governed, in a measure, by such a motive, the 
greater portion were young men and lads who 
belonged to the respectable part of the commu­
nity, and of the fifty-nine participators whose 
names have been preserved, some of them held 
honorable stations in after life; some battled 
nobly in defense of liberty in the Continental 
Army of the Revolution which speedily followed, 
and almost all of them, according to traditionary 
testimony, were entitled to the respect due to 
good citizens. Only one, of all that band, as 
far as is known, is yet among the living, and ho 
has survived almost a half century beyond the 
allotted period of human life. When the present 
century dawned, he had almost reached the goal 
of three score and ten years ; and now, at the age 

^ * t ^ ^%ffnA:^^<^ny 

of one hundred and fifteen years, D.^viu KINNISON, 
of Chicago, Illinois, holds the eminent position 
of the last survivor of the Boston Tea Party ! 
When the writer, in 1848, procured the portrait 
and autograph of the aged patriot, he was living 
among strangers and ignorant of the earthly ex­
istence of one of all his twenty-two children. A 
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daughter survives, and having been made ac­
quainted of the existence of her father, by the 
publication of this portrait in the " Field-Book," 
she hastened to him, and is now smoothing the 
pillow of the patriarch as he is gradually passing 
into the long and peaceful slumber of the grave. 

The life of another actor was spared, until 

GKORGE ROBERT TWELVES HEWES. 

within ten years, and his portrait, also, is pre­
served. GEORGE ROBERT T W E L V E S H E W E S , 

was supposed to be the latest survivor, until 
the name of David Kinnison was made public. 
Soon not one of all that party will be among 
the living. 

Before closing this article let us advert to the 
effect produced by the destruction of the tea in 
Boston Harbor, for to effects alone are causes 
indebted for importance. 

The events of the 16th of December produced 
a deep sensation throughout the British realm. 
They struck a sympathetic chord in every colony 
which afterward rebeled; and even Canada, Hali­
fax, and the West Indies, had no serious voice of 
censure for the Bostonians. But the ministerial 
party here, and the public in England, amazed 
at the audacity of the Americans In opposing 
royal authority, and in destroying private prop­
erty, called loudly for punishment ; and even 
the friends of the colonists in Parliament were, 
for a moment, silent, for they could not fully 
excuse the lawless act. Another and a power­
ful party was now made a principal in the quar­
rel ; the Eas t India Company whose property 
had been destroyed, was now directly interested 
in the question of taxation. That huge monop­
oly which had controlled the commerce of the 
Indies for more than a century and a half, was 
then almost at the zenith of its power. Already 
it had laid the foundation, broad and deep, of 
that British-Indian Empire which now comprises 
the whole of Hindostan, from the Himalaya 
Mountains to Cape Comorin, with a population 
of more than one hundred and twenty millions, 
and its power in the government affairs of Great 

Britain, was almost vice-regal. Unawed by the 
fleets and armies of the imperial government, and 
by the wealth and power of this corporation, the 
Bostonians justified their acts by the rules ef 
justice and the guarantees of the British consti­
tution ; and the next vessel to England, after 
the event was known there, carried out an hon­
est proposition to the East India Company, from 
the people of Boston, to pay for the tea destroyed. 
The whole matter rested at once upon its orig­
inal basis—the right of Great Britain to tax the 
colonies—and this fair proposition of the Bos­
tonians disarmed ministers of half their weapons 
of vituperation. The American party in England 
saw nothing whereof to be ashamed, and the 
presses, opposed to the ministry, teemed with 
grave disquisitions, satires, and lampoons, all fa­
vorable to the colonists, while art lent its aid'in 
the production of several caricatures similar to 
the one here given, in which Lord North is repre­
sented as pouring tea down the throat of unwill­
ing America, who is held fast by Lord Mansfield 
(then employed by government in drawing up 
the various acts so obnoxious to the colonists), 
while Britannia stands by, weeping at the dis­
tress of her daughter. In America, almost every 
newspaper of the few printed, was filled with ar­
guments, epigrams, parables, sonnets, dialogues, 
and every form of expression favorable to the 
resistance made in Boston to the arbitrary acts 
of government; and a voice of approval went 
forth from pulpits, courts of law, and the pro 
vincial legislatures 

Great was the exasperation of the king and 
his ministers when intelligence of the proceed­
ings in Boston reached them. According to 
Burke, the " House of Lords was like a seething 
caldron"—the House of Commons was " as hot 
as Faneuil Hall or the Old South Meeting House 
at Boston." Ministers and their supporters charg­
ed the colonies with open rebellion, while the 
opposition denounced, in the strongest language 
which common courtesy would allow, the foolish, 
unjust, and wicked course of government. 

In cabinet council, the king and his ministers 
deliberately considered the matter, and the result 
was a determination to use coercive measures 
against the colonies. The first of these schemes 
wasahi l l brought forivard in March. 1774. which 
provided for the closing of the port of Boston, 
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and the removal of customs, courts of justice, 
and government offices of every kind from Bos­
ton to Salem. This was avowedly a retaliatory 
measure; and the famous Boston Port Bill, 
which, more than any other act of the British 
government, was instrumental in driving the 
colonies to rebellion, became a law within a hun­
dred days after the destruction of the tea. In 
the debate upon this bill, the most violent lan­
guage was used toward the Americans. Lord 
North justified the measure by asserting that 
Boston was " the centre of rebellious commotion 
in America ; the ring-leader in every riot." Mr. 
Herbert declared that the Americans deserved no 
consideration ; that they were " never actuated 
by decency or reason, and that they always 
chose tarring and feathering as an a rgument ; " 
while Mr. Van, another ministerial supporter, 
denounced the people of Boston as totally un­
worthy civilized forbearance—declared t h a t " they 
ought to have their town knocked about their 
cars, and destroyed;" and concluded his tirade 
of abuse by quoting the factious cry of the old 
Roman orators, " Delenda est Carthago !"—Car­
thage must be destroyed. 

Edmund Burke, who now commenced his 
series of splendid orations in favor of America, 
denounced the whole scheme as essentially wick­
ed and unjust, because it punished the innocent 
with the guilty. " You will thus irrevocably 
alienate the hearts of the colonies from the moth­
er country," he exclaimed. " The bill is unjust, 
since it bears only upon the city of Boston, while 
it is notorious that all America is in flames ; that 
the cities of Philadelphia, of New York, and all 
the maritime towns of the continent, have ex­
hibited the same disobedience. You are con­
tending for a matter which the Bostonians will 
not give up quietly. They can not, by such 
means, be made to bow to the authority of min­
isters ; on the contrary, you will find their ob­
stinacy confirmed and their fury exasperated. 
The acts of resistance in their city have not been 
confined to the populace alone, but men of the 
first rank and opulent fortune in the place have 
openly countenanced them. One city in pro­
scription and the rest in rebellion, can never be 
a remedial measure for disturbances. Have you 
considered whether you have troops and ships 
sufficient to reduce the people of the whole 
American continent to your devotion!" From 
denunciation he passed to appeal, and besought 
ministers to pause ere they should strike a blow 
that would forever separate the colonies from 
Great Britain. But the pleadings of Burke and 
others, were in vain, and " deaf to the voice of just­
ice and of consanguinity," this, and other rigor­
ous measures, were put in operation by ministers. 

The industry and enterprise of Boston was 
crushed when, on the first of June, the Port Bill 
went into operation ; but her voice of wail, as it 
went over the land, awakened the noblest ex­
pressions and acts of sympathy, and the blow 
inflicted upon her was resented by all the colo­
nies. They all felt that forbearance was no 
longer a virtue. Ten years they had pleaded, 

petitioned, remonstrated ; they were uniformly 
answered by insult. There seemed no other al­
ternative but abject submission, or open, armed 
resistance. They chose the latter, and thirteen 
months after the Boston Port Bill became a law. 
the battle at Lexington and Concord had been 
fought, and Boston was beleaguered by an army 
of patriots. The Battle of Bunker Hill soon 
followed; a continental army was organized with 
Washington at its head, and the war of the 
Revolution began. Eight long years it contin­
ued, when the oppressors, exhausted, gave up the 
contest. Peace came, and with it. INDEPEND­
ENCE ; and the Republic of the United States 
took its place among the nations of the earth. 

How conspicuous the feeble Chinese plant 
should appear among these important events let 
the voice of history determine. 

T H E A M E R I C A N A R C T I C E X P E D I T I O N . 

TH E safe return of the Expedition sent out 
by Mr. Henry Grinnell, an opulent merchant 

of New York city, in search of Sir John Frank­
lin and his companions, is an event of much 
interest; and the voyage, though not resulting 
in the discovery of the long-absent mariners, 
presents many considerations satisfactory to the 
parties immediately concerned, and to the Amer­
ican public in general. 

In the second volume of the Magazine, on 
pages 588 to 597 inclusive, we printed some in­
teresting extracts from the journal of Mr. A\'. 
PARKER SNOW, ofthePri«cCx4/4«r<, a vessel which 
sailed from Aberdeen with a crew of Scotchmen, 
upon the same errand of mercy. That account 
is illustrated by engravings ; and in his narrative, 
Mr. Snow makes favorable mention of Mr. Grin-
nell's enterprise, and the character of the officers, 
crew, and vessels. W e now present a more de­
tailed account of the American Expedition, its 
adventures and results, together with several 
graphic illustrations, engraved from drawings 
made in the polar seas during the voyage, by 
Mr. CH.IRLES BERRY, a seaman of the Advance, 
the largest of the two vessels. These drawings, 
though made with a pencil in hands covered 
with thick mittens, while the thermometer indi­
cated from 20° to 40° below zero, exhibit much 
artistic skill in correctness of outline and beauty 
of finish. Mr. Berry is a native of Hamburg, 
Germany, and was properly educated for th<̂  
duties of the counting-room and the accomplish­
ments of social life. Attracted by the romance of 

" The sea, the sea. the deep blue sea," 
he abandoned home for the perilous and exciting 
life of a sailor. Although only thirty years of 
age, he has been fifteen years upon the ocean. 
Five years he was in the EngUsh service, much 
of the time in the waters near the Arctic Circle ; 
the remainder has been spent in the service of 
the United States. He was with the German-
town in the Gulf, during the war with Mexico, 
and accompanied her marines at the siege of 
Vera Cruz. He was in the North Carolina when 
Lieutenant De Haven went on board seeking 
volunteers for the Arctic Expedition. He offer-
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