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KOSSUTH, AS GOVERNOR

OUIS KOSSUTH* was born at Monok, in '
Zemplin, one of the northern counties of
Hungary, on the 27th of April, 1806. His family
was ancient, but impoverished ; his father served
in the Austrian army during the wars against
Napoleon ; his mother, who still survives to ex-
ult in the glory of her son, is represented to be
a woman of extraordinary force of mind and char-
acter. Kossuth thus adds another to the long
list of great men who seem to have inherited
their genius from their mothers. As a boy he
was remarkable for the winning gentleness of
his disposition, and for an earnest enthusiasm, ;
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which gave promise of future eminence, could he
but break the bonds imposed by low birth and
iron fortune. A young clergyman was attracted
by the character of the boy, and voluntarily took
upon himself the office of his tutor, and thus first
opened before his mind visions of a broader world
than that of the miserable village of his residence.
But these serene days of powers expanding ynder
genial guidance soon passed away. His father
died, his tutor was translated to another post,
and the walls of his prison-house seemed again
to close upon the boy. But by the aid of mem-
bers of his family, themselves in humble circum-

* Pronounced as though written Kos-shoo?, with the
accent on the last syllable. The Magyar equivalent for the
French Louts and the German Lupwic is Lajos. We
have given the date of his birth, which seems best authen-
ticated. The notice of the Austrian police, quoted below,
makes him to have been born in 1804; still another ac-
count gives 1801 as the year of his birth. The portrait
which we furnish is from a picture taken a little more
than two years since in Hungary, for Messrs. Gouriy,
the well-known picture-dealers of Paris and New York,
and is undoubtedly an authentic likeness of him at that
time. The following is a pen-and-ink portrait of Kossuth,
drawn by those capital artists, the Police authorities of
Vienna :—*¢ Louis Kossuth, an ex-advocate, journalist,
Minister of Finance, President of the Committee of De-
fense, Governor of the Hungarian Republic, born in Hun-
gary, Catholic [this is an error, Kossuth is of the Lutheran

face oval, complexion pale, the forehead high and open,
hair chestuut, eyes blue, eyebrows dark and very thick,
mouth very small and well-formed, tecth fine, chin round.
He wears a mustache and imperial, and his curled hair
does not entirely cover the upper part of the head. Ile has
a white and delicate hand, the fingers long. He speaks
German, Hungarian, Latin, Slovack, a little French and
Italian. Tlis bearing when calm, is solemn, full of a cer-
tain dignity : his movements elegant, his voice agreeable,
softly penctrating, aud very distinct, eveu when lie speaks
low. He produces, in general, the effuet of an enthusiast ;
his looks often fixed on the heavens; and the expression
of his eyes, which are fine, contributes to give him the
air of a dreamer. His exterior does not announce the
energy of his character.” Photography could hardly pro-
duce a picture more minutely accurate.
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stances, he was enabled to attend such schools | sought for by young and aspiring lawyers, as

as the district furnished. Little worth knowing
was taught there; but among that little was the
Latin language; and through that door the young
dreamer was introduced into the broad domains
of history, where, abandoning the mean present,
he could range at will throngh the immortal past.
History relates nothing so spirit-stirring as the
struggles of some bold patriot to overthrow or
resist arbitrary power. Hence the young student
of historyisalwaysarepublican; but, unlike many
others, Kossuth never changed from that faith.

The annals of Hungary contain nothing so
brilliant as the series of desperate conflicts which
were waged at intervals for more than two cen-
turies to maintain the elective character of the
Hungarian monarchy, in opposition to the at-
tempts of the House of Austria to make the
crown hereditary in the Hapsburg line. In these
wars, from 1527 to 1715, seventeen of the family
of Kossuth had been attainted for high treason
against Austria. The last, most desperate, and
decisively unsuccessful struggle was that waged
by Rakozky, at the beginning of the last century.
Kossuth pored over the chronicles and annals
which narrate the incidents of this contest, till
he was master of all the minutest details. It
might then have been predicted that he would
one day write the history of that fruitless strug-
gle, and the biography of its hero; but no one
would have dared to prophesy that he would so
closely reproduce it in deeds.

In times of peace, the law offers to an aspiring
youth the readiest means of ascent from a low
degree tolofty stations. Kossuth, thercfore, when
just entering upon manhood, made his way to
Pesth, the capital, to study the legal profession.
Here he entered the office of a notary, and began
gradually to make himself known by his liberal
opinions, and the fervid eloquence with which he
set forth and maintained them; and men began
to see in him the promise of a powerful public
writer, orator, and debater.

The man and the hour were alike preparing.
In 1825, the year before Kossuth arrived at Pesth,
the critical state of her Italian possessions com-
pelled Austria to provide extraordinary revenues.
The Hungarian Diet was then assembled, after
an interval of thirteen years. This Diet at once
demanded certain measurcs of reform before they
would make the desired pecuniary grants. ‘I'he
court was obliged to concede these demands
Kossuth, having completed his legal studies, and
finding no favorable opening in the capital, re-
turned, in 1830, to his native district, and com-
menced the practice of the law, with marked
success. He also began to make his way toward
public life by his assiduous attendance and intel-
ligent action in the local assemblies. A new Diet
was assembled in 1832, and he received a com-
mission as the representative, in the Diet, of a
magnate who was absent.  As proxy for an ab-
sentee, he was only charged, by the Hungarian
Constitution, with a very subordinate part, his
functions being more those of a counsel than of
a delegate. This, however, was a post much

giving them an opportunity of mastering legal
forms, displaying their abilities, and forming ad-
vantageous connections.

This Diet renewed the Liberal struggle with
increased vigor. By far the best talent of Hun-
gary was ranged upon the Liberal side. Kossuth
eatly made himself known as a debater, and
gradually won his way upward, and became
associated with the leading men of the Liberal
party, many of whom were among the proudest
and richest of the Hungarian magnates. He
soon undertook to publish a report of the debates
and proceedings of the Diet. This attempt was
opposed by the Palatine, and a law hunted up
which forbade the * printing and publishing” of
these reports. He for a while evaded the law
by having his sheet lithographed. It increased
in its development of democratic tendencies, and
in popularity, until finally the lithographic press
was seized by Government. Kossuth, determined
not to be baffled, still issned his journal, every
copy being written out by scribes, of whom he
employed a large number. To avoid seizure at
the post-office, they were circulated through the
local authorities, who were almost invariably on
the Liberal side. This was a period of intense
activity on the part of Kossuth. He attended
the meetings of the Diet, and the conferences of
the deputics, edited his paper, read alinost all
new works on politics and political economy, and
studied French and English for the sake of read-
ing the debates in the French Chambers and the
British Parliament; allowing himself, we are
told, but three hours’ sleep in the twenty-four.
His periodical penetrated into every part of the
kingdom, and men saw with wonder a young and
almost unknown public writer boldly pitting him-
self against Metternich and the whole Austrian
Cabinet. Kossuth might well, at this period
declare that he “felt within himself something
nameless.”

In the succeeding Diets the Opposition grew
still more determined. Kossuth, though twice
admonished by Government, still continued his
journal ; and no longer confined himself to sim-
ple reports of the proceedings of the Diet, but
added pelitical remarks of the keenest satire and
most bitter denunciation. He was aware that
his course was a perilous one. He was once
found by a friend walking in deep reverie in the
fortress of Buda, and in reply to a question as
to the subject of his meditations, he said, “I was
looking at the casemates, for [ fear that I shall
soon be quartered there.” Government finally
determined to use arguments more cogent than
discussion could furnish. Baron Wesselenyi,
the leader of the Liberal party, and the most
prominent advocate of the removal of urbarial
burdens, was arrested, together with a number
of his adherents. Kossuth was of course a per-
son of too much note to be overlooked, and on
the 4th of May, 1837, to use the words of an
Austrian partisan, ‘it happened that as he was
promenading in the vicinity of Buda, he was
seized by the myrmidons of the law, and confined



42

HARPER'S NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

in the lower walls of the fortress, there to con-
sider, in darkness and solitude, how dangerous it
is to defy a powerful government, and to swerve
from the path of law and of prudence.”

Kousuth became at once sanctified in the pop-
ular mind as a martyr. Liberal subscriptions
were raised through the country for the benefit
of his mother and sisters, whom he had supported
by his exertions, and who were now left without
protection. Wesselenyi became blind in prison;
Lovassi, an intimate friend of Kossuth, lost his
reason ; and Kossuth himself, as was certified
by his physicians, was in imminent risk of falling
a victim to a serious disease. The rigor of his
confinement was mitigated; le was allowed
books, newspapers, and writing materials, and
suffered to walk daily upon the bastions of the
fortress, in charge of an officer. Among those
who were inspired with admiration for his politi-
cal efforts, and with sympathy for his fate, was
Teresa Mezlenyi, the young daughter of a noble-
man. She sent him books, and corresponded
with him during his imprisonment ; and they
were married in 1841, soon after his liberation.

The action of the drama went on, though Kos-
suth was for a while withdrawn from the stage.
His connection with Wesselenyi procured for him
a degree of influence among the higher magnates
which he could probably in no other way have
attained. ‘Their ald was as essential to the early
success of the Liberals, as was the support of
Essex and Manchester to the Parliament of En-
gland at the commencement of the contest with
Charles I.

In the second year of Kossuth's imprisonment,
Austria again needed Hungarian assistance.
The threatening aspect of affairs in the East,
growing out of the relations between Turkey
and Egypt, determined all the great powers to
increase their armaments. A demand was made
upon the Hungarian Diet for an additional levy
of 18,000 troops. A large body of delegates was
chosen pledged to oppose this grant except upon
condition of certain concessions, among which
was a general amnesty, with a special reference
to the cases of Wesselenyi and Kossuth. The
most sagacious of the Conservative party advised
Government to liberate all the prisoners, with the
exception of Kossuth ; and to do this before the
meeting of the Diet, in order that their liberation
might not be made a condition of granting the
levy ; which must be the occasion of great ex-
citement. The Cabinet temporized, and did no-
thing. The Diet was opened, and the contest
was waged during six months. The Opposition
had a majority of two in the Chamber of Depu-
ties, but were in a meagre minority in the Cham-
ber of Magnates. But Metternich and the Cab-
inet grew alarmed at the struggle, and were eager
to obtain the grant of men, and to close the re-
fractory Diet. In 1840 aroyal rescript suddenly
made its appearance, granting the amnesty, ac-
companied also with conciliatory remarks, and
the demands of the Government for men and
money were at once complied with. This action
of Government weakened the ranks of its sup-

porters among the Hungarian magnates, who
thus found themselves exposed to the charge of
being more despotic than the Cabinet of Metter-
nich itself.

Kossuth issued from prison in 1840; after an
imprisonment of three years, bearing in his de
bilitated frame, his pallid face, and glassy eyes,
traces of severe sufferings, both of mind and
body. He repaired for a time to a watering-
place among the mountains to recruit his shat-
tered health. His imprisonment had done more
for his influence than he could have effected if
at liberty. The visitors at the watering-place
treated with silent respect the man who moved
about among them in dressing-gown and slip-
pers, and whose slow steps, and languid features
disfigured with yellow spots, proclaimed him an
invalid. Abundant subscriptions had been made
for his benefit and that of his family, and he now
stood on an equality with the proudest magnates.
These had so often used the name of the * Mar-
tyr of the liberty of the press” in pointing their
speeches, that they now had no choice but to ac-
cept the popular verdict as their own. Kossuth,
in the meanwhile mingled little with the society
at the watering-place; but preferred, as his
health improved, to wander among the forest-
clad hills and lonely valleys, where, says one
who there became acquainted with him, and was
his frequent companion, ‘“the song of birds, a
group of trees, and even the most insignificant
phenomena of nature furnished occasions for
conversation.” But now and then flashes would
burst forth which showed that he was revolving
other things in his mind. Sometimes a chord
would be casually struck which awoke deeper
feelings, then his rare eloquence would burst
forth with the fearful earnestness of conviction,
and he hurled forth sentences instinct with life
and passion. 'The wife of the Lord-Lieutenant,
the daughter of a great magnate, was attracted
by his appearance, and desired this companion
of Kossuth to introduce him to her house. When
this desire was made known to Kossuth, the
mysterious and nervous expression passed over
his face, which characterizes it when excited.
“No,” he exclaimed, I will not go to that wo-
man’s house; her father subscribed four-pence
to buy a rope to hang me with!”

Soon after his liberation, he came forward as
the principal editor of the “Pesth Gazette”
(Pesthi Hirlap), which a bookseiler, who enjoyed
the protection of the Government, had received
permission to establish. The name of the editor
was now sufficient to electrify the country ; and
Kossuth at once stood forth as the advocate of
the rights of the lower and middle classes against
the inordinate privileges and immunities enjoyed
by the magnates. But when he went to the ex-
tent of demanding that the house-tax should be
paid by all classes in the community, not even
excepting the highest nobility, a party was raised
up against him among the nobles, who estab-
lished a paper to combat so disorganizing a doc-
trine. This party, backed by the influence of
Government, succeeded in defeating the election
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of Kossuth as member from Pesth for the Diet
of 1843. He was, however, very active in the
local Assembly of the capital.

Kossuth was not altogether without support
among the higher nobles. The blind old Wes-
selenyi traversed the country, advocating rural
freedom and the abolition of the urbarial bur-
dens. Among his supporters at this period also,
was Count Louis Batthyanyi, one of the most
considerable of the Maygar magnates, subse-
quently President of the Hungarian Ministry,
and the most illustrious martyr of the Hungarian
cause. Aided by his powerful support, Kossuth
was again brought forward, in 1847, as one of the
two candidates from Pesth. The Government
party, aware that they were in a decided minority,
limited their efforts to an attempt to defeat the
election of Kossuth. This they endeavored to
effect by stratagem. The Liberal party nomi-
nated Szentkiraly and Kossuth. The Govern-
ment party also named the former. The Royal
Administrator, who presided at the election, de-
cided that Szentkiraly was chosen by acclama-
tion; but that a poll must be held for the other
member. Before the intention of Kossuth to
present himself as a candidate was known, the
Liberals had proposed M. Balla as second dele-
gate. He at once resigned in favor of Kossath.
The Government party cast their votes for him,
in hopes of drawing off’ a portion of the Liberal
party from the support of Kossuth. M. Balla
loudly but unavailingly protested against this
stratagem ; and when after a scrutiny of twelve
hours, Kossuth was declared elected, Balla was
the first to applaud.  That night Kossuth, Balla,
and Szentkiraly were serenaded by the citizens
of Pesth; they descended together to the street,
and walked arm-in-arm among the crowd. The
Royal Administrator was severely reprimanded
for not having found means to prevent the elec-
tion of Kossuth.

Kossuth no sooner took his seat in the Diet

than the foremost place was at once conceded to :

him. At the opening of the session he moved
an address to the king, concluding with the pe-
tition that “liberal institutions, similar to those
of the Hungarian Constitution, might be accord-
ed to all the hereditary states, that thus might
be created a united Austrian monarchy, based
upon broad and constitutional principles.” Dur-
ing the early months of the session Kossuth
showed himself a most accomplished parliament-
ary orator and debater; and carried on a series
of attacks upon the policy of the Austrian Cabi-
net, which for skill and power have few parallels
in the annals of parliamentary warfare. Those
form a very inadequate conception of its scope
and power, whose ideas of the eloquence of Kos-
suth are derived solely from the impassioned and
exclamatory harangues which he flung out during
the war. These were addressed to men wrought
up {0 the utmost tension, and can be judged fair-
ly only by men in a state of high excitement.
He adapted his matter and manner to the occa-
sion and the audience. Some of his speeches
are marked by a stringency of logic worthy of

‘Webster or Calhoun :—but it was what all elo-
quence of a high order must ever be—* Logic
red-hot.”

Now came the French Revolution of February,
1848. The news of it reached Vienna on the
1st of March, and was received at Pressburg on
the 2d.  On the following day Kossuth delivered
his famous speech on the finances and the state
of the monarchy generally, concluding with a pro-
posed ““Address to the Throne,” urging a series
of reformatory measures. Among the foremost
of these was the emancipation of the country
from feudal burdens—the proprietors of the soil
to be indemnified by the state; equalizing taxa-
tion ; a faithful administration of the revenue to
be satisfactorily guaranteed ; the further develop-
ment of the representative system; and the estab-
lishment of a government representing the voice
of, and responsible to the nation.* The speech
produced an effect almost without parallel in the
annals of debate. Not a word was uttered in
reply, and the motion was unanimously carried.
On the 13th of March took place the revolution
in Vienna which overthrew the Metternich Cabi-
net. On the 15th, the Constitution granted by
the Emperor to all the nations within the Em-
pire was solemnly proclaimed, amidst the wild-
est transports of joy. Henceforth there were to
be no more Germans or Sclavonians, Magyars or
Ttalians; strangers embraced and kissed each
other in the streets, for all the heterogeneous
races of the Empire were now brothers :—as like-
wise were all the nations of the earth at Ana-
charsis Klootz’s *“ Fcast of Pikes” in Paris, on
that 14th day of July in the year of grace 1790
—and yet, notwithstanding, came the ** Reign of
Terror.”

Among the demands made by the Hungarian
Diet was that of a separate and responsible Min-
istry for Hungary. The Palatine, Archduke
Stephen, to whom the conduet of affairs in Hun-
gary had been intrusted, persuaded the Emperor
to accede to this demand, and on the following
day Batthyanyi, who with Kossuth and a depu-
tation of delegates of the Diet was in Vienna,
was named President of the Hungarian Ministry.
It was, however, understood that Kossuth was
the life and soul of the new Ministry.

Kossuth assumed the department of Finance,
then, as long before and now, the post of diffi-
culty under Austrian administration. The Diet
meanwhile went on to consummatc the series of
reforms which Kossuth had so long and stead-
fastly advocated. The remmnants of feudalism

* We have not space to present any portion of this ad-
mirable speech., It is given at length in PuLszry’s In-
troduction to SCHLESSINGER's * War in Hungary,” which
has been republished in this country ; in a different, and
somewhat indifferent translation, in the aunonymous
‘“ Louis Kossuth and Hungary,” published in London,
written strongly in the Austrian interest. In this latter,
however, the ¢ Address to the Throne,” by far the most
important and weighty portion of the speech, is omitted.
A portion of the speech, taken from this latter source,
and of course not embracing the Address, is given in Dr.
TEFFT’s recent valuable work, * Hungary and Kossuth.”
The whole speech constitutes a historical document ot
great importance
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were swept away—the landed proprietors being
indemnified by the state for the loss they sus-
tained. The civil and political rights which had
heretofore been in the exclusive possession of
the nobles, were extended to the burghers and
the peasants. A new electoral law was framed,
according the right of suffrage to every possessor
of property to the amount of about one hundred
and fifty dollars. The whole series of bills re-
ceived the royal signature on the 11th of April:
the Diet having previously adjourned to mect on
the 2d of July.

Up to this time there had been indeed a vigor-
ous and decided opposition, but no insurrection.
The true cause of the Hungarian war was the
hostility of the Austrian Government to the whole
series of reformatory measures which had been
effected through the instrumentality of Kossuth ;
but its immediate occasion was the jealousy
which sprung up among the Servian and Croa-
tian dependencies of Hungary against the Hun-
garian Ministry. This soon broke out into an
open revolt, headedhy Baron Jellachich, who had
just been appointed Ban or Lord of Croatia. How
far the Serbs and Croats had occasion for jea-
lousy, is of little consequence to our present
purpose to inquire ; though we may say, in pass-
ing, that the proceedings of the Magyars toward
the other Hungarian races was marked by a far
more just and generous feeling and conduct than
could have been possibly expected ; and that the
whole ground of hostility was sheer misrepre-
sentation ; and this, if we may credit the latest
and best authorities, is now admitted by the
Sclavic races themselves. But however the case
may have been as between the Magyars and
Croats, as between the Hungarians and Austria,
the hostile course of the latter is without excuse
or palliation. The Emperor had solemnly sanc-
tioned the action of the Diet, and did as solemnly
denounce the proceedings of Jellachich. On the
29th of May the Ban was summoned to present
himself at Innspruck, to answer for his conduct ;
and as he did not make his appearance, an Impe-
rial manifesto was issued on the 10th of June, de-
priving him of all his dignities, and commanding
the authorities at once to break off all intercourse
with him. He, however, still continued his op-
erations, and levied an army for the invasion of
Hungary, and a fierce and bloody war of races
broke out, marked on both sides by the most
fearful atrocities.

The Hungarian Diet was opened on the 5th
of July, when the Palatine, Archduke Stephen,
in the name of the king, solemnly denounced the
conduct of the insurgent Croats. A few days
after, Kossuth, in a speech in the Diet, set forth
the perilous state of affairs, and concluded by ask-
ing for authority to raise an army of 200,000 men,
and a large amount of money. These proposals
were adopted by acclamation, the enthusiasm in
the Diet rendering any debate impossible and
superfluous.

The Imperial forces having been victorious in
Italy, and one pressing danger being thus avert-
ed from the Empire, the Austrian Cabinet began

openly to display its hostility to the Hungarian
movement. Jellachich repaired to Innspruck,
and was openly acknowledged by the court, and
the decree of deposition was revoked. Early in
September Hungary and Austria stood in an at-
titude of undisguised hostility. On the 5th of
that month, Kossuth, though enfeebled by illness,
was carried to the hall of the Diet where he de-
livered a speech, declaring that so formidable
were the dangers that surrounded the nation,
that the Ministers might soon be forced to call
upon the Diet to name a Dictator, clothed with
unlimited powers, to save the country; but be-
fore taking this final step they would recommend
a last appeal to the Imperial government. A
large deputation was thereupon dispatched to
the Emperor, to lay before him the demands of
the Hungarian nation. No satisfactory answer
was returned, and the deputation left the Impe-
rial presence in silence. On their return, they
plucked from their caps the plumes of the united
colors of Austria and Hungary, and replaced
them with red feathers, and hoisted a flag of the
satne color on the steamer which conveyed them
to Pesth. Their report produced the most in-
tense agitation in the Diet, and at the capital, but
it was finally resolved to make one more attempt
for a pacific settlement of the question. In order
that no obstacle might be interposed by their
presence, Kossuth and his colleagues resigned,
and a new Ministry was appointed. A deputa-
tion was sent to the National Assembly at Vi-
enna, which refused to receive it. Jellachich
had in the mean time entered Hungary with a
large army, not as yet, however, openly sanc-
tioned by Imperial authority. The Diet seeing
the imminent peril of the country, conferred dic-
tatorial powers upon Kossuth. The Palatine
resigned his post, and left the kingdom. The
Emperor appointed Count Lemberg to take the
entire command of the Hungarian army. The
Diet declared the appointment illegal, and the
Count, arriving at Pesth without escort, was
slain in the streets of the capital by the popu-
lace, in a sudden outbreak. The Emperor forth-
with placed the kingdom under martial law,
giving the supreme civil and military power to
Jellachich. The Diet at once revolted ; declared
itself permanent, and appointed Kossuth Gov-
ernor, and President of the Committee of Safety.

There was now but one course left for the
Hungarians : to maintain by force of arms the
position they had assumed. We can not detail
the events of the war which followed, but merely
touch upon the most salient points. Jellachich
was speedily driven out of Hungary, toward
Vienna. In October, the Austrian forces were
concentrated under command of Windischgritz.
to the number of 120,000 veterans, and were put
on the march for Hungary. To oppose them, the
only forces under the command of the new Gov-
ernment of Hungary, were 20,000 regular in-
fantry, 7000 cavalry, and 14,000 recruits, who
received the name of Honveds, or ‘‘protectors
of home.” Of all the movements that followed,
Kossuth was the soul and chief. His burning
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and passionate appeals stirred up the souls of
the peasants, and sent them by thousands to the
camp. He kindled enthusiasm, he organized
that enthusiasm, and transformed those raw re-
cruits into soldiers more than a match for the
veteran troops of Austria. Though himself not
a soldier, he discovered and drew about him
soldiers and generals of a high order. The re-
sult was that Windischgritz was driven back
from Hungary, and of the 120,000 troops which
he led into that kingdom in October, one half
were killed, disabled, or taken prisoners at the
end of April. The state of the war on the Ist
>f May, may be gathered from the Imperial man-
ifesto of that date, which announced that ““the
insurrection in Hungary had grown to such an
extent,” that the Imperial Government * had
been induced to appeal to the assistance of his
Majesty the Czar of all the Russias, who gener-
ously and readily granted it to a most satisfactory
extent.” The issue of the contest could no long-
er be doubtful, when the hnmense weight of Rus-
sia was thrown into the scale. Had all power,
civil and military been coucentrated in one per-
son, and had he displayed the brilliant general-
ship and desperate courage which Napoleon
manifested in 1814, when the overwhelming
forces of the allies were marching upon Paris,
the fall of Hungary might have been delayed for
a few weeks, perhaps to another campaign ; but
it could not have been averted. In modern war-
fare there is a limit beyond which devotion and
enthusiasm can not supply the place of numbers
and material force. And that limit was over-
passed when Russia and Austria were pitted
against Hungary.

The chronology of the Hungarian struggle
may be thus stated: On the 9th of September,
1848, Jellachich crossed the Drave and invaded
Hungary ; and was driven back at the close of
that month toward Vienna. In October, Win-
dischgritz advanced into Hungary, and took
possession of Pesth, the capital. On the 14th
of April, 1849, the Declaration of Hungarian
Independence was promulgated. At the close
of that month, the Austrians were driven out at
every point, and the issue of the contest, as be-
tween Hungary and Austria, was settled. On
the 1st of May the Russian intervention was
announced. On the 11th of August Kossuth
resigned his dictatorship into the hands of Gor-
gey who, two days after, in effect closed the war
by surrendering to the Russians.

The Hungarian war thus lasted a little more
than eleven months; during which time there
was but one ruling and directing spirit ; and
that was Kossuth, to whose immediate career
we now return.

Early in January it was found advisable to
remove the seat of government from Pesth to
the town of Debreczin, situated in the interior.
Pesth was altogether indefensible, and the Aus-
trian army were close upon it; but here the Hun-
garians had collected a vast amount of stores and
ammunition, the preservation of which was of the
utmost importance. In saving these the admin-
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istrative power of Kossuth was strikingly mani-
fested. For three days and three nights he la-
bored uninterruptedly in superintending the re-
moval, which was successfully effected. From
the heaviest locomotive engine down to a shot-
belt, all the stores were packed up and carried
away, 50 that when the Austrians took posses-
sion of Pesth, they only gained the eclat of occu-
pying the Hungarian capital, without acquiring
the least solid advantage.

Debreczin was the scene where Kossuth dis-
played his transcendent abilities as an adminis-
trator, a statesman, and an orator. The popula-
tion of the town was about 50,000, which was at
once almost doubled, so that every one was forced
to put up with such accommodations as he could
find, and occupy the least possible amount of
space. Kossuth himself occupied the Town Hall
On the first floor was a spacious ante-room, con-
stantly filled with persons waiting for an inter-
view, which was, necessarily, a matter of delay,
as each one was admitted in his turn; the only
exception being in cases where public business
required an immediate audience.

This ante-room opened into two spacious apart-
ments, in one of which the secretaries of the Gov-
ernor were always at work. Here Kossuth re-
ceived strangers. At these audiences he spoke
but little, but listened attentively, occasionally
taking notes of any thing that seemed of import-
ance. His secretaries were continually coming
to him to receive directions, to present a report, or
some document to receive his signature. These
he never omitted to examine carefully, before af-
fixing his signature, even amidst the greatest
pressure of business ; at the same time listening
to the speaker. *‘ Be brief,” he used to say, ““but
for that very reason forget nothing.” These
hours of audience were also his hours of work,
and here it was that he wrote those stirring ap-
peals which aroused and kept alive the spirit of
his countrymen. It was only when he had some
document of extraordinary importance to prepare,
that he retired to his closet. These audiences
usually continued until far into the night, the an-
te-room being often as full at midnight as in the
morning. Although of a delicate constitution,
broken also by his imprisonment, the excitement
bore him up under the immense mental and bod-
ily exertion, and while there was work to do he
was never ill.

He usually allowed himself an hour for rest or
relaxation, from two till three o'clock, when he
was accustomed to take a drive with his wife and
children to a little wood at a short distance, where
he would seek out some retired spot, and play
upon the grass with his children, and for a mo-
ment forget the pressing cares of state.

At three o’clock he dined ; and at the conclu-
sion of his simple meal, was again at his post.
This round of audiences was frequently inter-
rupted by a council of war, a conference of min-
isters, or the review of a regiment just on the
point of setting out for the seat of hostilities.
New battalions seemed to spring from the earth
at his command, and he made a point of review-
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ing each, and delivering to them a brief address,
which was always received with a burst of
* eljens.”

At Debreczin the sittings of the House of As-
sembly were held in what had been the chapel
of the Protestant College. Kossuth attended
these sittings only when he had some import-
ant communications to make. Then he always
walked over from the Town Hall. Entering the
Assembly, he ascended the rostrum, if it was not
occupied ; if it was, he took his place in any va-
cant seat, none being specially set apart for the
Governor. He was a monarch, but with an in-
visible throne, the hearts of his subjects. When
the rostrum was vacant, he would ascend it, and
lay before the Assembly his propositions, or sway
all hearts by his burning and fervent eloquence

Such was the daily life of Kossuth at the tem-
porary seat of government, bearing upon his
shoulders the affairs of state, calling up, as if by
magic, regiment after regiment, providing for
their arming, equipment, and maintenance, while
the Hungarian generals were contending on the
field, with various fortunes; triumphantly against
the Austrians, desperately and hopelessly when
Russia was added to the enemy.

The defeat of Bem at Temesvar, on the 9th of
August gave the death-blow to the cause. Two
days afterward, Kossuth and Gérgey stood alone
in the bow-window of a small chamber in the
fortress of Arad. What passed between them
no man knows; but from that room Gérgey went
forth Dictator of Hungary; and Kossuth followed
him to set out on his journey of exile. On the
same day the new Dictator announced to the
Russians his intention to surrender the forces
under his command. The following day he
marched to the place designated, where the Rus-
sian General Rudiger arrived on the 13th, and
Gérgey’s army, numbering 24,000 men, with 144
pieces of artillery, laid down their arms.

Nothing remained for Kossuth and his com-
panions but flight. They gained the Turkish
frontier, and threw themselves on the hospitality
of the Sultan, who promised them a safe asylum.
Russia and Austria demanded that the fugitives
should be given up; and for some months it was
uncertain whether the Turkish Government would
dare to refuse. At first a decided negative was
returned ; then the Porte wavered; and it was
officially announced to Kossuth and his compan-
jons that the only means for them to avoid
surrendry would be to abjure the faith of their
fathers ; and thus take advantage of the funda-
mental Moslem law, that any fugitive embracing
the Mohammedan faith can claim the protection
of the Government. Kossuth refused to pur-
chase his life at snch a price.  And finally Aus-
tria and Russia were induced to modify their
demand, and merely to insist upon the detention
of the fugitives. On the other hand, the Turk-
ish Government was urged to allow them to de-
part. Early in the present year, Mr. Webster,
as Secretary of State, directed our Minister at
Constantinople to urge the Porte to suffer the
exiles to come to the United States. A similar

course was pursued by the British Government.
It was promised that these representations should
be complied with ; but so late as in March of the
present year, Kossuth addressed a letter to our
Chargé at Constantinople, despairing of his re-
lease being granted. But happily his fears were
groundless; and our Government was notified
that on the 1st of September, the day on which
terminated the period of detention agreed upon
by the Sultan, Kossuth and his companions wonld
be free to depart to any part of the world. The
United States steam-frigate Mississippi, was at
once placed at his disposal. The offer was ac-
cepted. On the 12th of September the steamer
reached Smyrna, with the illustrious exile and
his family and suite on board, bound to our shores,
after a short visit in England. The Government
of France, in the meanwhile, denied him the priv-
ilege of passing through their territory. While
this sheet is passing through the press, we are
in daily expectation of the arrival of Kossuth in
our country, where a welcome awaits him warm-
er and more enthusiastic than has greeted any
man who has ever approached our shores, saving
only the time when Li Faverre was our nation’s
honored guest.

It is right and fitting that it should be so.
‘When a monarch is dethroned it is appropriate
that neighboring monarchies should accord a
hearty and hospitable reception to him, as the
representative of the monarchical principle, even
though his own personal character should present
no claims upon esteem or regard. Kossuth comes
to us as the exiled representative of those funda-
mental principles upon which our political insti-
tutions are based. He is the representative of
these principles, not by the accident of birth, but
by deliberate choice. He has maintained them
at a fearful hazard. It is therefore our duty and
our privilege to greet him with a hearty, * Well
done !”

Kossuth occupies a position peculiarly his own,
whether we regard the circumstances of his rise,
or the feelings which have followed him in his
fall. Born in the middle ranks of life, he raised
himself by sheer force of intellect to the loftiest
place among the proudest nobles on earth, with-
out ever deserting or being deserted by the class
from which he sprung. He effected a sweeping
reform without appealing to any sordid or san-
guinary motive. No soldier himself, he trans-
formed a country into a camp, and a nation into
an army. He transmuted his words into batte-
ries, and his thoughts into soldiers. Without
ever having looked upon a stricken field, he or-
ganized the most complete system of resistance
to despotism that the history of revolutions has
furnished. It failed, but only failed where no-
thing could have succeeded.

Not less peculiar are the feelings which have
followed him in his fall. Men who have saved
a state have received the unbounded love and
gratitude of their countrymen. Those who have
fallen in the lost battle for popular rights, or who
have sealed their devotion on the scaffold or in
the dungeon, are reverenced as martyrs forever-



more. But Kossuth's endeavors have been sanc-
tified and hallowed neither by success nor by
martyrdom. He is the living leader of a lost
cause. His country is ruined, its nationality de-
stroyed, and through his efforts. Yet no Hun-
garian lays this ruin to his charge; and the first
lesson taught the infant Magyar is a blessing
upon his name. Yet whatever the future may
have in store, his efforts have not been lost
efforts. The tree which he planted in blood and
agony and lears. though its tender shoots have
been trampled down by the Russian bear, will
yet spring up again to gladden, if not his heart,
yet those of his children or his children’s chil-
dren. The man may perish, but the cause en-
_ dures.

THE LEGEND OF THE LOST WELL.
N ancient times there existed in the desert
that lies to the west of Egypt—somewhere

between the sun at its setting and the city of
Siout—a tribe of Arabs that called themselves
‘Waled Allah, or The Children of God They
professed Mohammedanism, but were in every
other respect different from their neighbors to
the north and south, and from the inhabitants of
the land of Egypt. It was their custom during
the months of summer to draw near to the con-
fines of the cultivated country and hold inter-
course with its people, selling camels and wool,
and other desert productions; but when winter
came they drew off toward the interior of the
wilderness, and it was not known where they
abode. They were by no means great in num-
bers; but such was their skill in arms, and their
reputation for courage, that no tribe ever ven-
tured to trespass on their limits, and all caravans
eagerly paid to them the tribute of safe-conduct.

Such was the case for many years; but at
length it came to pass that the Waled Allah,
after departing as usual for the winter, returned
in great disorder and distress toward the neigh-
borhood of the Nile. Those who saw them on
that occasion reported that their sufferings must
have been tremendous. More than two-thirds
of their cattle, a great number of the women and
children, and several of the less hardy men, were
missing; but they would not at first confess what
had happened to them. When, however, they
asked permission to settle temporarily on some
unoccupied lands, the curious and inquisitive went
among them, and by degrees the truth came
out.

It appeared that many centuries ago one of
their tribe, following the track of some camels
that had strayed, had ventured to a great dis-
tance in the desert, and Kad discovered a pass in
the mountains leading into a spacious valley, in
the midst of which was a well of the purest water,
that overflowed and fertilized the land around.
As the man at once understood the importance of
his discovery, he devoted himself for his tribe, and
returned slowly, piling up stones here and there
that the way might not again be lost. When
he arrived at the station he had only sufficient
strength to relate what he had seen before he
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died of fatigue and thirst. So they called the
well after him—DBir Hassan.

It was found that the valley was only habita-
ble during the winter; for being surrounded
with perpendicular rocks it became like a fur-
nace in the hot season—the vegetation withered
into dust, and the waters hid themselves within
the bowels of the earth. They resolved, there-
fore, to spend one half of their time in that spot,
where they built a city: and during the other
half of their time they dwelt, as I have said, on
the confines of the land of Egypt.

But it was found that only by a miracle had
the well of Hassan been discovered. Those who
tried without the aid of the road-marks to make
their way to it invariably failed. So it became
an institution of the tribe that two men should
be left, with a sufficient supply of water end
food, in a large cave overlooking the desert near
the entrance of the valley ; and that they should
watch for the coming of the tribe, and when a
great fire was lighted on a certain hill, should
answer by another fire, and thus guide their
people. This being settled, the piles of stones
were dispersed, lest the greedy Egyptians. hear-
ing by chance of this valley, should make their
way to it.

How long matters continued in this state 1s
not recorded; but at length, when the tribe set
out to return to their winter quarters, and reach-
ed the accustomed station and lighted the fire,
no answering fire appeared. They passed the
first night in expectation, and the next day, and
the next night, saying: ‘‘Probably the men are
negligent ;” but at length they began to despair.
They had brought but just sufficient water with
them for the journey, and death began to menace
them. In vain they endeavored to find the road.
A retreat became necessary; and, as I have said,
they returned and settled on the borders of the
land of Eygpt. Many men, however, went back
many times year after year to endeavor to find
the lost well; but some were never heard of
more, and some returned, saying that the search
was in vain.

Nearly a hundred years passed away, and the
well became forgotten, and the condition of the
tribe had undergone a sad change. It never re-
covered its great disaster: wealth and courage
disappeared ; and the governors of Eygpt, seeing
the people dependent and humble-spirited, began,
as is their wont, to oppress them, and lay on
taxes and insults. Many times a bold man of
their namber would propose that they should go
and join some of the other tribes of Arabs, and
solicit to be incorporated with them ; but the idea
was laughed at as extravagant, and they con-
tinued to live on in misery and degradation.

It happened that the chief of the tribe at the
time of which I now speak was a man of gentle
character and meek disposition, named Abdallzh
the Good, and that he had a son, like one of the
olden time, stout, and brave as a lion, named
Ali.  This youth could not brook the subjection
in which his people were kept, nor the wronys
daily heaped upon them, anl was constantly



