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much occupied wi th our own danger as not to 
keep an eye on the stranger, and to feel deep 
interest in her fate. 

I was in the mizen-top, and as I possessed a 
spy-glass, I could see clearly all t ha t occurred. 
The water on which she floated was nearly 
smooth, though covered with foam, caused by 
the masses of ice as they approached each other. 
I looked; she had but a few fathoms of water 
on either side of her. As yet she floated un
harmed. The peril was g rea t ; but the direc
tion of the ice might change, and she might yet 
be free. Still, on it came with terrific force; 
and I fancied tha t I could hear the edges grind
ing and crushing together. 

The ice closed on the ill-fated ship. She 
was probably as totally unprepared to resist i ts 
pressure as we were. A t first I thought t ha t it 
lifted her bodily up, but it was not so, I suspect. 
She was too deep in the water for tha t . Her 
sides were crushed in—her stout timbers were 
rent into a thousand fragments—her tal l masts 
tottered and fell, though still at tached to the 
hull. For an instant I concluded tha t the ice 
must have separated, or perhaps the edges broke 
with the force of the concussion; for, as I 
gazed, the wrecked mass of hull, and spars, 
and canvas, seemed drawn suddenly downward 
wi th irresistible force, and a few fragments 
which had been hurled by the force of the con
cussion to a distance, were all t h a t remained of 
the hapless vessel. Not a soul of her cre\v 
could have had time to escape to the ice. 

I looked anxiously; not a speck could be seen 
stirring near the spot. Such, thought I, may be 
the fate of the four hundred and forty human be
ings on board this ship, ere many minutes are over. 

I believe tha t I was the only person on board 
who vritnessed the catastrophe. Most of the emi
grants were below, and the few who were on deck 
were wi th the crew watching our own progress. 

Still narrower grew the passage. Some of 
the parts we had passed through were already 
closed. The wind, fortunately, held fair, and 
though i t contributed to drive the ice faster in 
on U3, it yet favored our escape. The ship flew 
through the water a t a great rate, heeling over 
to her ports, but though at times it seemed as 
if the masts wiould go over the sides, still the 
captain held on. A minute 's delay might prove 
our destruction. 

Every one held their breaths, as the width of 
the passage decreased, though we had but a 
short distance more to make good before we 
should be free. 

I must confess t h a t all the t ime I did not 
myself feel any sense of fear. I thought it was 
a danger more to be apprehended for others than 
for myself. A t length a shout from the deck 
reached my ears, and looking round, I saw tha t 
we were on the outside of the floe. We were 
just in time, for, the instant after, the ice met, 
and the passage through which we had come, 
was completely closed up. The order was now 
given, to keep the helm up, and to square away 
the yards, and wi th a flowing sheet we ran 

down the edge of the ice for upward of three 
miles, before we were clear of it. 

Only then did people begin to inquire what 
had become of the ship we had lately seen. 1 
gave my accomit, but few expressed any great 
commiseration for the fate of those who were 
lost. Our captain had had enough of ice, so he 
steered a course to get as fast as possible into 
more southern latitudes. 

T H E DOG AND D E E R OF T H E AB,MY. 

MANY of the citizens of Edinburgh will re
member a beautiful deer which, many 

years ago, accompanied the Forty-second High
landers, and how thousands in Princes-street 
were wont to admire the stately step, the proud 
and haughty toss of the antlers, and the mUd, 
and we may almost say benignant eye of thia 
singularly-placed animal. Few persons, how
ever, thought of inquiring into the history of 
this denizen of the hills, or how it came to pass 
t h a t an animal naturally shy to an extraordinary 
degree, should have been so tamed as to t ake 
evident delight in military array, and the mar
tial music of a Highland regiment. Still fewer, 
immersed in their city life, were acquainted 
with the amazing swiftness, the keen scent, 
and the daring bravery of the s tag ; whose 
qualities, indeed, might be taken as a type of 
those of the distinguished regiment to which it 
became attached. The French could abide the 
charge of British cavalry; they had sMne sort 
of understanding of such a mode of warfare; 
indeed, to do them justice, they were both 
skillful and brave in the use and knowledge of 
arms. But the deadly charge of the Highlanders 
was a puzzler both to their science and courage, 
and they could by no effort face the forests of 
cold steel—the bristling bayonets of the kilted 
clans. Among these regiments none suflered 
more—excepting, perhaps, the Ninety-Second— 
than the regiment which afterward adopted the 
deer as a living memorial of their mountain 
fastnesses; and a dog likewise, which became 
attached to, and for years,accompanied the same 
regiment, may be supposed to symbol the fidehty 
so strikingly characteristic of the Highlanders. 

Both the animals adopted by the regiment 
made their appearance in the ranks about the 
year 1832, a t St. Ema , in Malia. The deer 
was presented by a friend of one of the officers, 
and the dog belonged originally to an officer of 
the navy, who happened to dine a t the mess. 
The latter animal, from tha t very night, formed 
a strong attachment for the officers and men of 
the Forty-second; no commands or enticements 
could induce him to quit the corporate object of 
his affection, and his master a t length, yielding 
to a determination he could not conquer, pre
sented the animal, which was of the noble New
foundland breed, to the regiment. The attach
ment very soon became mutual, and thereafter 
the dog would follow no one who did not wear 
the uniform and belong to the corps. The men 
subscribed a trifle each, with which a handsome 
collar was provided for their friend, inscribed 
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" Regimental Dog, Eorty-second Roya! High
landers." They gave him the name of ' 'Peter," 
and it was a strange and notable day in the cal
endar of the soldiers when Peter and the deer, 
who were strongly attached to each other, did 
not appear on parade. Peter, it may be sup
posed, was a great frequenter of the cook-house, 
where a luxurious bone, together with a pa t on 
the head, and a word or two of recognition, was 
his daily dole from the cooks—^with one excep
tion. When this churlish person officiated, 
Peter was frequently obliged to retire minus his 
rations, and sometimes even with blows instead 
— a kind of treatment which he could by no 
means reconcile with the respect due to him as 
the faithful adherent of so distinguished a corps.' 
A t any time when Peter happened to meet the 
delinquent, he was seen just to give a look over 
his head and a wag with his tail, and walk off, 
as much as to say, " I have a crow to pluck 
with you." 

By-and-by the season of bathing parades 
came round, and he used to accompany the 
soldiers in the mornings in such recreations, and 
was generally the first to take the water, and 
the last to leave i t ; he wished to see all safe. 
He knew his own power in this element, as well 
as his enemy's power out of i t ; and it was with 
a savage joy he saw one day the churlish cook 
trust himself to the waves. Peter instantly 
swam toward him, and pulled him down under 
the water, and would doubtless have drowned 
him, had not sonie of the soldiers come to the 
rescue. A still more curious exercise of his 
instinct is related of his residence at Fort Nouf 
in Malta, which is situated to the north of Corfu, 
and the entrance to which is a subterranean 
passage of considerable length. Beyond the 
mouth of this cavern Peter was in the habit of 
ranging to the distance of thirty-two feet, and 
as the hour of recall approached, would there sit 
with eyes intent and ears erect waiting the re
turn of the soldiers. When the trumpet sounded, 
he showed evidences of some excitement and 
anxiety; and at the last note went a t once to 
the right-about, and, as fast as his legs could 
carry him, made for the entrance, and was in a 
few seconds in the interior of the fort. The 
reason he went no farther than the thirty-two 
feet was apparently a consciousness t ha t he had 
«o pass, without which the men, he observed, 
were not permitted to exceed the boundary! 
That Peter actually understood this regulation 
was firmly believed both by the non-commis
sioned officers and soldiers. 

The police at Malta, especially at Corfu, are 
very particular with respect to dogs in warm 
weather. They may be seen almost daily go 
ing about with carts, on which are set up 
wooden screens garnished with hooks, such as 
butchers use for suspending meat ; and it ia no 
im.oommon thing to see from nine to a dozen 
canine corpses suspended from these hooka. 
Peter, it may be imagined, had a great horror 
of this ghastly show; and indeed he made 
many narrow escapes from the dog-hangman. 

The regimental collar, however, was put on 
him, and every precaution used by the men to 
prevent his being destroyed. He was still 
allowed to go at large, but was always observ
ed to look with a suspicious and uneasy eye at 
the death-cart . 

Both the dog and the deer preferred to abide 
by the head of the regiment, in and out of quar
ters. They always remained wi th the band. 
The men composing the band have generally 
quarters apart from the other soldiers, this 
being more convenient for their musical studies 
and practice. Peter, although he would follow 
any of the soldiers in their Highland dress out 
of doors, generally preferred the quarters of the 
band; and should one-half or a part of the 
regiment be stationed at one place, and t h s 
other a t another, whenever they separated on 
the road to their respective quarters, Peter 
would give a vristful look from one to the 
other, hut invariably follow the party which 
was accompanied by the band. The same 
was the case with the stag. He likewise tSWc 
up his quarters with the band, and followed 
closely behind them on their march. This in
dividual was in the habit of going into the 
rooms of his friends for a biscuit, of which ha. 
was very fond; but if the article had received 
the contamination of the men's breath, he would 
at once reject it. Experiments were tried by 
concealing the biscuit tha t had been breathed 
upon, and then presentmg it as a fresh one; 
but the instinct of the deer was not to be de
ceived. Latterly, this animal became extremely 
irritable, and if a stranger attempted to pass 
between the band and the main body of the 
regiment, he attacked the oifender with his ant
lers. The combativeness of Peter was mingled 
in a remarkable manner with prudence. Being 
once attacked by a mastiff of greatly superior 
size and strength, he fled for upward of a mile 
before his enemy, till he came to his own ground 
at the entrance of the fort; he then turned to 
bay, and gave his adversary eifectual batt le . 

One day in 1834, while the deer was grazing 
and eating herbs on the top of Fort Neuf, sit
uated to the north of Corfu, a cat in the vicinity, 
startled perhaps by the appearance of the ani
mal, bristled up as puss does to a dog. On this 
slight alarm the deer was seized with a sudden 
panic, and with one bound sprung over the pre
cipice—a height of two hundred feet—and was 
killed on the spot. I t was remarkable that its 
friend the dog, although not immediately on the 
spot, rushed to the battlements instantly, and 
barked and yelled most piteously. The death 
of Peter, which occurred in 1837, was also of a 
tragical kind. He chanced to snarl at an officer 
(who had ill-used him previously) on his entrance 
into Edinburgh Castle, of which the two-legged 
creature took advantage, and ordered him to be 
shot. This was accordingly done; and so poor 
Peter, in the inexorable course of military law, 
fell by the arms of the men who had so long 
been his kiud comrades, and who continue to 
lament him to this hour. 
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POLITICAL AND GENERAL NEWS. 

THE "UNITED STATES. 

TH E Political Intelligence of the past month is 
of less than usual interest. In our last number 

we gave a very full analysis of the various docu
ments transmitted to Congress at the opening of 
the session. The proceedings of that body have 
been comparatively unimportant. One or two 
motions have been made in the House of Rep
resentatives for the purpose of inducing action on 
the law of the last session concerning fugitives 
from labor, but they have been rejected by large 
majorities. All the indications, thus far, clearly 
ghow that Congress is disposed to leave the sev
eral measures of the last session, relating to slav
ery, entirely untouched. There have been discus
sions in both branches upon the constmction of a 
railroad to the Pacific, upon the land titles of Cali-
ibrnia, and upon other projects of more or less im
portance : but as no decisive action has been had 
upon them, it is not necessary to make farther ref
erence to them here. 

While the issue of. the Hungarian contest was 
yet doubtful. President TATLOB dispatched Mr. A. 
DUDLEY MANN to Vienna as special agent, with 
instructions to watch the progress of the movement, 
and in case of its success to recognize the Hun
garian Bepublio. Any such action was prevented 
by the overthrow of the Hungarian cause; but the 
Austrian Charge at Washington, Chevalier HULSE-
MANN, took occasion, of the communication to the 
Senate of the instructions given to Mr. Mann, to 
enter, in the name of his government, a formal pro
test against the procedure of the United States, as 
BU unwarrantable interference in the aiTairs of a 
friendly power; and as a breach of propriety in 
national intercourse, jeopardizing the amity be
tween the two countries. He took special excep
tions to the epithet iron rule, said to be applied to 
the government of Austria, to the designation of 
KossHTU as an illustrious man, and to "improper 
expressions" in regard to Russia, '* the intimate 
and faithful ally of Austria." He said that Mr. 
Mann had been placed in a position which rendered 
him liable to the treatment of a spy; and concluded 
by hinting that the United States were not free 
from the danger of civil war, and were liable to acts 
of retaliation. To this protest a most masterly and 
conclusive reply was furnished by Mr. W E B S T E R . 
Seizing upon the fatal admission of Mr. Hulsemann, 
that his goverament would not have felt itself con
strained to notice the matter, but for the Message 
of the Piresident to the Senate, he showed that in 
taking exception to any communication from one 
department of our government to another, Austria 
was guilty of that very interference in the affairs 
of a foreign power, of which she complained. But 
waiving' this decisive advantage, Mr. Webster 
went on to show that the conduct of the United 
States was in perfect accordance with the practice 
of all civilized governments, and Austria in partio-
olar; that the epi thet" iron rule," applied to the Aus
trian government, did not occur in the instructions; 
that the designation of Kossuth as illustrious was 

precisely parallel to the favorable notice—no 
where more favorable than in Austria—accorded to 
Washington and Franklin, while they were tech
nically rebels against Great Britain; and that as 
Russia had taken no exception to any mention of 
her, all such exception on the part of Austria was 
officious and uncalled for. He says that had the 
Austrian government subjected Mr. Mann to the 
treatment of a spy, it would have placed itself be
yond the pale of civilized nations, and the spirit of 
the people of this country would have demanded 
immediate hostilities to be waged by the utmost 
exertion of the power of the Republic. In respect 
to the hypothetical retaliation hinted at, he says 
that the United States were quite willing to take 
theii* chance, and abide their destiny; but that any 
discussion of the matter now, would be idle; but in 
the meanwhile, the United States would exercise 
their own discretion in the expression of opinions 
upon political events. The reply concludes, with 
the most exquisite irony, by assuring Mr. Hulse
mann that, believing the principles of civil liberty 
upon which our government is founded, to be the 
only ones which can meet the demands of the pres
ent age, " the President has perceived with great 
satisfaction that, in the Constitution recently intro
duced into the Austrian empire, many of these 
great principles are recognized and applied, and 
he cherishes a sincere wish that they may produce 
the same happy eSect throughout his Austrian 
Majesty's extensive dominions that they have 
done in the United States." 

The Legislature of the State of New York met at 
Albany on the 7th of January. Lieutenant-Gover
nor CHCEOH presides in the Senate, which consists 
of seventeen Whigs and fifteen Democrats. H. J . 
RAYMOND, of New York City, was elected Speak
er of the Assembly, which consists of eighty-two 
Whigs and forty-six Democrats, and R. U. SHER
MAN, of Oneida County, was elected Clerk. The 
Message of Governor HONT was sent in on the first 
day of the session. I t presents an able and ex
plicit exposition of the affairs of the State. The 
financial condition of the State is very satisfactory. 
The General Fund has met all the current ex
penses of the year, and has a surplus of $S4,520. 
The aggregate debt of the State is $22,530,802, of 
which $16,171,109 is on account of the canals. The 
amount received for canal tolls during the year was 
$3,486,172. The Governor recommends an amend
ment of the Constitution, so as to allow the State to 
contract a debt for the more speedy enlargement 
of the Erie Canal, and submits considerations 
growing out of the increasing business and wants 
of the State, sustaining this suggestion. The Gov
ernor recommends a thorough revision of the Free 
School Law, the establishment of an Agricultural 
School, an amendment of the laws, so as to instire 
a more equal assessment of property, and an ex
ploration of the wild lands in tlie northern part of 
the State. lu regard to the difficulties that have 
hitherto prevailed in the Anti-Rent districts, the 
Message suggests that they may be obviated by 
the purchase of the lands in question by the State, 
and thek sale to the tenants on equitable tenos. 
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