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UNITED STATES. 

TH E past month has not been one of special in
terest, either at home or ahroad. None of the 

great legislative bodies of the country have been in 
session, and political action has been confined to one 
or two of the Southern States. The annual Agri
cultural Fair of the State of New York was held at 
Rochester on the thre« days following the 17th of 
September, and was attended by a larger number of 
persons, and with greater interest than usual. Hon. 
S T E P H E N A. DOUGLAS, United States Senator from 
Illinois, delivered the address, which was a clear and 
interesting sketch of the progress and condition of 
agriculture in the United States. The number of 
persons in attendance at the Fair is estimated to have 
exceeded one hundred and fifty thousand. The State 
Agricultural Society of New York is gaining strength 
every' year. A veiy interesting Railroad Jubilee was 
held in Boston on the 17th of September, to celebrate 
the completion of railroad communication between 
Boston and Ogdensburg, thus connecting the New 
England capital with the Western lakes by two dis
tinct routes. President FILLMORE and several mem
bers of his Cabinet were present, as were also Lord 
E L G I N and several other distinguished gentlemen 
-from Canada. An immense multitude of people was 
in attendance to celebrate this triumph of business, 
energy, and enterprise. Brief public congratulations 
were exchanged between the municipal officers of 
Boston and their guests, and a grand aquatic excur
sion down the bay took place on the 18th. The cel
ebration lasted three days, and was closed by a grand 
civic feast under a pavilion on the Common. 

No event of the past month has excited more gen
eral interest, than the return of the two vessels sent 
to the Arctic Ocean a year and a half ago, by Mr. 
HENRY GRINNELL of New York, to aid in the search 
for Sir JOHX FRANKLIN. The Advance reached 
New York on the 1st of October; the Rescue was a 
few days later. Although unsuccessful in the main 
object of their search, the gallant oificers and men by 
whom these vessels were manned, have enjoyed their 
cruise, and returned without the loss of a single life 
and in excellent health. They entered Wellington 
Sound on the 26th of August, 1850, and were at once 
joined by Capt. PENNY, who commanded the vessel 
sent out by Lady FR.^NKLIN. On the 27th, three 
graves were discovered, known by inscriptions upon 
them to be those of three of Sir JOHN FRANKLIN'S 
crew. The presence of Sir JOHN at that spot was 
thus established at as late a date as in April, 1846. 
On the 8th of September, the vessels forced their way 
through the ice, and on the 10th, reached Griffith's 
Island, which proved to be the ultimate limit of their 
western progress. On the 13th, they started to re
turn, but were frozen in near the mouth of Welling
ton Channel, and for nine months they continued 
thus, unable to move, threatened with destruction by 
the crushing of the ice around them, and borne along 
by the southeast drift until, on the 10th of June, they 
emerged into open sea, and found themselves in lat
itude OS'--" 30', and one thousand and sixty miles from 
the spot at which they became fixed in the ice. The 
history of Arctic navigation records no drift at al! to 
be compared with this, either for extent or duration. 
The intervening season was full of peril. The ice 
crushing the sides of the vessels, forced them several 
feet out of water. The thermometer fell to 40 degrees 
below zero. The Rescue was abandoned, for the sake 
of saving fuel, and on two occasions, the crews had 

left their vessels, expecting to see them crushed 
to atoms between the gigantic masses of ice that 
threatened them on either side, and with their knap
sacks on their backs had prepared to strike off across 
the ice for land, which was nearly a hundred miles 
off. The scurvy made its appearance, and was very 
severe in its ravages, especially among the officers. 

After refuting his vessels on the coast of Green
land, Captain D E HAVEN, who had the command of 
the expedition, started again for the North. After 
passing Baffin's Bay on the 8th of August, lie be
came again hopelessly entangled in the vast masses 
of ice that were floating around, and was compelled 
to start for the United States. The expedition is 
likely to contribute essentially to our knowledge of 
the natural history of that remote region of the earth, 
as Dr. KANE, an intelligent naturalist, who went in 
the vessels as surgeon, has very complete memo
randa of ever>' thing of interest especially in this 
department. Although unable to find any distinct 
traces of him later than 1846, the officers of the ex
pedition think it far from impossible that Sir JOHX 
FRANKLIN may be still alive, hemmed in by ice at 
a point which they were unable to reach. They 
agree in the opinion that a steamer of some kind 
should accompany any other expedition that may be 
sent. 

A State election took place in GEORGIA, on the 
7th of October, which has a general interest on ac
count of the issues which it involved. The old po
litical distinctions were entirely superseded, both 
candidates for Governor having belonged to the Dem
ocratic party—one of them, however, Hon. HOW
ELL COBB, late Speaker of the U. S. House of Rep
resentatives, being in favor of abiding by the Com
promise measures of 1850, and his opponent Mr. 
MCDONALD being opposed to them, and in favor of 
secession from the Union. Up to the time of closing 
this record, full returns have not been received ; but 
it is quite certain that Mr. COBB, the Union candi
date, has been elected by a very large majority. 
Full returns of the Congressional canvass, which 
was held at the same time, have not yet reached us ; 
but it is believed that six Union, and two State 
Rights members have been elected. 

The Legislature of VERMONT met at Montpelier 
on the 9th of October. The House was organized 
by the election of Mr. Powers, speaker, and Mr. C. 
T. Davey, clerk. The message of Gov, Williams 
treats of national topics at considerable length. Ho 
insists that the laws must be obeyed, and vindicates 
the habeas corpus act passed by Vermont at the last 
session of its Legislature from many of the censures 
that have been cast upon it. 

The month has been distinguished by an unusual 
number of steamboat explosions, railroad casualties, 
crimes and accidents of" various sorts. The steamer 
Brilliant^ on her way up the Mississippi from New 
Orleans, on the 28th of September, while near Bayou 
Sara, burst her boiler, killing fifteen or twenty per
sons, wounding as many more, and making a comp] etc 
wreck of the vessel.' A brig on Lake Erie, having 
left Buffalo for Chicago, sprung aleak on the 30th of 
September, and sunk within an hour. About twenty 
persons were drowned, only one of those on board 
escaping. All but he got into the longboat, which 
capsized ; he fastened himself to the foremast of the 
brig, which left him, as the vessel touched bottom, 
about four feet out of water. He remained there 
two days when he was rescued by a passing steamer. 
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A very severe storm swept over the northeast 
coast oi' British America on the oth of Octo!)cr, doing 
immense injui-y to the fishing vessels, nearly a hun
dred of thern being driven ashore. AbonI threehundred 
persona are siipposed to have perished in the wrecks, 
and great numbers of dead bodies had been drifted 
ashore. 

The steamer James Jackson, while near Shawnec-
town, in Illinois, on the 21st of September, burst her 
boiler, killing and wounding thirty-five persons, and 
tearing the boat to pieces. The scene on board at 
the time of the explosion is described as having been 
heart-rending. 

A duel was fought at Vienna, S. C. on the 27th of 
September, in which Mr, Smyth, one of the editors 
of the Augusta Constitutionalist, was wounded by a 
ball through the thigh from the pistol of his antagonist. 
Dr. Thomas of Augusta. The meeting grew out of 
a newspaper controversy, Smyth taking offense at 
an article in the Chronicle of which Thomas avowed 
himself the author. Another duel, with a still more 
serious result took place in Brownsville, Texas, on 
the 8th. The parties were Mr. W. H. Harrison and 
Mr. W. G. Clarke, who met in the street with five-bar
reled pistols. Clarke fell at the second fire, receiv
ing his antagonist's ball near the heart. Mr. W. 
Laughlin, an alderman in the city of New Orleans, 
and a very respectable and influential citizen, was 
killed by William Silk, another ahlerman, on the 
29th of September: the affray grew out of political 
differences. 

The great Railroad Conspiracy trials at Detroit 
terminated on the 25th of September, by a verdict of 
guilty against twelve of the prisoners and acquitting 
the rest. Two of them were sentenced to the State 
Prison for ten years, six for eight years, and four for 
five years. 

Father MATHEW has returned from his visit to the 
Western States, and has been spending a few weeks 
in New York. Some of the most influential gentle
men of New York city have appealed to the public 
for contributions to form a fund of twenty-five or 
thirty thousand dollars for his aid: it is seconded by 
a very strong letter from Mr. CI.AY. Father Mathew 
is soon to leave the United States for Ireland. 

A number of the literary gentlemen of New York 
have taken steps to render some fitting tribute to the 
memorj' of the late JAMES FENIMORE COOPER. A 
preliminary meeting was held at the City Hail, at 
which WASHINGTON IRVING presided, and a com
mittee was appointed to consider what measures 
will be most appropriate. The deliver}' of a eulo-
giuTti and the erection of a statue are suggested as 
likely to be fixed upon. At a meeting of the New 
York Historical Society, held on the 7th of October, 
resolutions upon the subject were adopted. 

The Episcopal Convention of the New York dio
cese was held on the 2'lth of September, and the 
Rev. Dr. CREIGHTON, of Tanytown, was elected, 
aflET a protracted canvass. Provisional Bishop. He 
is a native of New York, graduated at Columbia 
College in 1812, and has officiated at Grace Church 
and St. Mark's Church, in New York. 

From CALIFORNIA our intelligence is to the 6th 
of September. San Francisco and Sacramento have 
been the scenes of great excitement. The self-ap
pointed Vigilance Committee, which was organized 
to supervise, and, if it should be deemed necessary, 
to supersede the criminal courts, has given terrible 
prools of its energy. Two men named Whittaker 
and McKenzie were in prison at San Francisco 
awaiting their trial. Fearing that justice might not 
be done them, the Vigilance C:)mmiitce broke in the 

prison doors, took the men out during divine service 
on Sunday, and hung them both in front of the build
ing. An immense crowd of people was present, ap-
jiroving and encouraging the proceedings. The reg
ular authorities made very slight resistance to the 
mob. At Sacramento three men had been convicted 
of highway robbery and sentenced to be hung. One 
of them, named Robinson, was respited by the Gov
ernor, for a month. The day for executing the sen
tence of the law upon the other two arrived. A large 
concourse of people was present. The sheriff order
ed the two men, Gibson and Thompson, to the place 
of execution, and directed Robinson to be taken to 
a prison-ship in which he could be secured. The 
crowd, however, refused to allow this, but retained 
him in custody. The two men were then executed 
by the sheriff, who immediately left the ground. 
Robinson was then brought forward and, after proper 
religious exercises, was hung. These occurrences 
created a good deal of excitement in California at 
the time, but it soon subsided. It seems to have 
been universally conceded that the men deserved 
their fate, and that only justice had been attained, 
although by irregular means. 

The news from the mines contin\ies to be encour
aging. The companies were all doing well, and ex
tensive operations were in progress to work the 
gold-bearing quartz. The steamer Lafayette was 
burned on the Oth, at Chagrcs. Marysvilie, in Cali
fornia, was visited on the night of August 30th, by a 
very destructive fire. The steamer Fawn, burst her 
boiler near Sacramento on the 28th of August; five 
or six persons were killed. 

From N E W MEXICO we have news to the end of 
September. Colonel Sumner's expedition against 
the Navajo Indians had reached Cyralily, in the 
very heart of the Indian country, and intended to 
erect a fort there. The Indians were swarming on 
his rear, threatening hostilities. News had reached 
Santa Fe that five of Colonel Sumner's men had 
perished for want of water, before reaching Laguna. 
The troops were scattered along the ruad for forty 
miles, and horses were daily giving out. Colonel 
Sumner will establish a post at St. Juan, one in the 
Navajo country, and one at Don Ana, 

Quite an excitement had been raised at Santa Fe 
hy the demand of the Catholic Bishop for the church 
edifice commonly known as the Military Churcli. 
Under the Mexican Government it was used exclu
sively as the chapel of the army. Since the conquest 
it had been used by the United States army as an 
ordnance house. After the departure of the troops, 
Chief Justice Baker obtained from Col. Brooks per
mission to occupy the house as a court room. The 
Catholic clergy considered this as a desecration 
of the house, and consequently objected to its being 
thus appropriated. The commotion was quelled 
by the Governor's surrendering the key to the 
Bishop, formally putting the possession of the build
ing into the hands of the Church. Major Weight-
man is certain to be elected delegate to Congress. 
Much misunderstanding exists between the Judges in 
construing the laws in regard to holding the courts, 
and some fear a good deal of delay in administering 
justice in consequence, as the lawyers are refusing 
to bring suits until there shall be unanimity among 
the Judges. The difficulty between Mr. Eartlett 
and Colonel Graham, of the Boundary Commission, 
is still unsettled. The former was progressing with 
the survey. 

Rain had fallen to some extent throughout New-
Mexico, and vegetation was consequently beginning 
to revive. 
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MEXICO. 
Lato ndvices from the City of Mexico state that 

the Cal>inet realigned in a body on the 2d of Sep
tember, aad much disaffection jirevailcd tliroiighout 
the country, which was in the most deplorable and 
abject conuition. 

The Convention of the Governors of the different 
Stales, called for the purpose of devising some moans 
for the relief of the difficulties under which the peo
ple are now laboring, had met, and, without taking 
any decisive action on the subject, adjourned, caus
ing great dissatisfaction. Don Fernando Ranmcz 
has accepted the appointment of Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, and is charged with the formation of a new 
Cabinet. The Tehuantepec question engages public 
attention to a very great degree. The press repre
sent that if the Americans are allowed to construct 
a railroad across the isthmus, the adjoining country 
wiil be colonized, revolutionized, and annexed to the 
United States, and that another large and valuable 
department will thus be lost to Mexico. It is stated 
that the Government has sent 3000 men to defend 
the isthmus against the Americans, but this we are 
inclined to doubt. 

A revolution has broken out in Northern Mexico 
which, thus far, has proved entirely successful. It 
commenced at Camargo, where the Patriots attacked 
the Mexicans. The Patriots came off victorious, 
having taken the town by storm, with a loss on the 
side of the Mexicans of GO. The Government troops 
were intrenched in a church, with artillery. The 
people of the town had held a mooting, at which it 
was resolved to accept the pronunciamiento issued by 
the Revolutionists. The Mexican troops stationed 
there were allowed to march out of the town with 
the honors of war. The Revolutionists were deter
mined to defend the place. Tli.e Revolutionists are 
commanded bj' Carabajal, who has also with him 
two companies of Texans. At the last accounts 
they were marching on Matamoras and Reynosa. 
Gen. Avalos, who i.s at Matamoras, has only 200 
troops. He had made a requisition on the city for 
2000, but the city refused to raise a single man. 
The plan of the Revolutitmists was a pronunciamiento 
which was widely circulated. The f)roiiunciamiento 
pronounces " death to tyrants." The reasons given 
for the revolt are : 1st. The utter failure of the Mexi
can Government to protect the northern Mexican 
States from Indian depredations. 2d. The unjust, 
unequal, prohibitory system of duties, which operates 
most destructively on the interests of the people of 
the frontier. 3d. The despotic power exerted by the 
Federal Government over the rights and representa
tion of several States. Beside Camargo, Micr, Tam-
pico, and several other towns were m the hands of 
the insurgents. A report having reached Matamoras 
that the invaders were preparing to march upon 
them, a large number of the inhabitants, incUuling 
all the woman and children, fled, leaving only two 
hundred and fifty men in the town. 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 
This country continues to be in a very disturbed 

condition. The revolution stra-ted by Munoz is still 
in progress, the leader being, at the latest date.s, 
about to march \ipon Granada with the intention of 
taking that city by force if it would not yield. The 
government, however, had impressed into its service 
all the seamen in port, and many of those in the service 
of the canal company. 

A military disturbance had occurred at San J\ian. 
A compi^ny of native soldiers was sent by the local 
authorities with orders to take as their prisoner a 
certain American, of the name of M'Lean, suspected , 

of being a political spy. The soldiers surrounded 
the shanty where M'Lean and a dozen other Ameri
cans on their return from California, had halted, and 
fired into it, killing a negro and severely wounding 
a white man. The Americans returned the fire, 
killing one man and dispersing the whole company. 
Next day the affair was compromised by nn agree
ment that MTean should leave the country, which 
he did. 

An insurrection has broken out in the States of 
San Salvador and Guatemala. General Carrera with 
1500 men had attacked the enemy in San Salvador 
and defeated them, but he did not folloYv- up his ad
vantage. 

Mr. Chatfield, the English consul in Nicaragua, 
has become involved in another difficulty with the 
authorities. His exequatur has been revoked, on ac
count of his refusal to recognize the Central GoveriL-
ment. 

SOUTn AMERICA. 
We have news from Buenos Ayres to the 18th of 

August. The war raging in that country is becoming 
more and more important, and a brief sketch of its 
origin and character may be useful in aiding our 
readers to understand the course of events. The con
test is properly between Brazil and Cuenos Ayres, 
and the prize for which the two forces are contend
ing is the province of Uruguay. Until 1821 Uruguay 
was a province of Buenos Ayres ; but Pedro I. of 
Brazil, )jy the lavish use of bribes and other agen
cies, equally potent and equally corrupt, succeeded 
in revolutionizing the country and attaching it to 
Brazil. In 1825 Uruguay declared itself free, and 
in 1828 it was recognized as a free government by 
the Plata Confederation, in which recognition Brazil 
was obliged to concur. Upon the abdication of Pe
dro, which occurred soon after, Brazil was governed 
by a regency of which Louis Philippe obtained com
plete control. France, Spain, and Portugal formed 
a design of re-annexing Uruguay to Brazil, and they 
found facile allies in tliis purpose in the Brazilian 
Court, whieh sought to extend the boundaries of i\w 
Empire to the coasts of the River Plata and the 
Uruguay, and to occupy tVie vast and fertile territory 
which they include. From that time to this, with 
occasional intermissions, the war has been going on. 
Rosas, dictator of Buenos Ayres, slrua-gles with the 
strength of desperation for the recovery of Uruguay, 
and he is aided iiy Oribe, the President of Uruguay, 
who resists to the utmost the designs of Brazil, and 
prefers annexation to Buenos Ayres. Against them 
are the Brazilian troops, aided by Urquiza, formerly 
a general under Rosas, but subsequently a traitor to 
him and his country. 

On the 20th of July Urquiza and Garzon crossed 
the Uruguay with a large force, which was constant
ly increased by desertions from the army of Oribe : 
they were to be joined by a Brazilian army of 12,000 
men, and the war was to be can-ied into the heart of 
Buenos Ayres. On the 26th, Oribe issued a procla
mation against Urquiza, and on the 30th marched 
with a large force to meet him. At our latest ad
vices the troops on both sides were preparing for a 
grand battle, which must be, to a considerable extent, 
decisive of the question at issue. It is very difficult 
to acquire accurate and reliable information from the 
papers which reach us, as they are without exception 
partisan prints, and far more solicitous to magnify 
the deeds and strength of their respective parties, 
than to teil the truth. By the time our next Mumbcr 
is issued we shall probably receive decisive intelli
gence. 

From Valparaiso our dates are to the 1st of Sep-
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tembcr. Of the loan of three hundred thousand dol-
iars asked forhy the Chilian government, only seventy 
thousand had been raised. Two or three shoeivs of 
an caj'lhquakc had been felt at Coneeption. but very 
little injuiy was suslained. The eoinage at the Na-
tionat Mint during the first half of this year, up to 
July 10th, had amounted to two million dollars and 
upward, in 127,101 gold doubloons. The Custom 
House receipts for the year ending 30tli June, 1851, 
exceed those of the previous year S118,3SD 70. Re
ciprocity has been established with Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Bremen, Sardinia, Denmark, United States, 
France, Great Britain, Hamburg, Oldenburg, Prussia, 
and the Sandwich Islands. It is reported that Peru 
has entered into a close alliance with Brazil against 
Rosas. Reciprocity has been established in Chilian 
porfs for Swedish and Norwegian vessels. The 
rails are laid on the Copiaco Railroad, a distance of 
26 miles. On the 20th of duly, the first locomotive 
engine ran through from Caldera to the Valley, and 
has since been transporting timber and iron for the 
extension of the track. 

GREAT BRITAIN". 
"We have intelligence from England to the 30th of 

September, but there is very little worthy a place in 
our Record. The Queen and Court w'ere still in 
Scotland, at Balmoral, and of course the public eye 
was turned thither for all news of interest. Parlia
ment was not in session, but several of the members 
liad met their constituents at county gatherings. 
Lord PALMEKSTON' delivered an elaborate speech at 
Tiverton, on the 24th, which gave material for a good 
deal of comment. It was a general review of the 
condition of the kingdom, with a vindicatory sketch 
of the policy pursued by the government. He dwelt 
eloquently on the admirable manner in which the 
great Exhibition had been conducted, and the excel
lent effect it would have upon the various nations 
whose representatives it had brought together. The 
Catholic question, the comdaws, and the slave-trade 
were treated brietly and cogently. The speech was 
very able, and very well received. Sir EDWARD 
Bo'LWEK LvTTON, after holding himself aloof from 
politics for several years, has again come forward 
and avowed his willingness to represent the County 
of Hertford in Parliament. He professes a firm be
lief in protection principles, and expresses the belief 
that the present free-trade system is ruining the 
countr}'. Mr. DISRAELI addressed the citizens of 
Buckinghamshire on the 17th, the occasion being an 
agricultural dinner. He represented the effect of 
free-trade upon the leading interests of England as 
having been exceedingly disastrous, but avowed his 
conviction that the protective system could not be 
restored, and urged the importance of reforms in the 
fin;mcial adrainistralion of the countr3^ He referred 
frequently to the hisiory of his own course in Parlia
ment, and indicated a suspicion that the new reform 
bill of the I\Iinistry would prove to aim rather at cur
tailing the influence of the agricultural class, than to 
effect any desirable change. Mr. HUME met an as
sembly of his constituents on the 13th, at Montrose, 
and addressed them on the necessity of a more 
economical administration of puljlic affairs, if En
gland desired to compete with the United States. 
The people ought to insist, he said, upon such a new 
reform bill as should give every householder a vote 
in tlie national representation. This would increase 
the number of voters from nine hundred thousand to 
between three and four millions. 

The vessels sent out by the English government in 
search of Sir JOHN FRANKLIN, have returned, with
out any further discoveries than those already re

corded. The officers assert their belief that Sir 
JOHN is still alive and shut up by ice, at a point be
yond any w^hich the expedition was able to reach. 
They have applied to the government for a steam 
propeller, with which, they are confident, they can 
reach the region where he is supposed to be confined. 
No answer to this application has yet been made. 

The Crystal Palace continued to be crowded with 
visitors. The approaching close of the Exhibition 
had caused an increase in the number in attendance. 
The close is fixed for the middle of October, and 
notwithstanding the strenuous efforts made for its 
preservation, the building will probably be taken 
down soon after. 

Hon. ABBOTT LAWRENCE, the American Minister, 
has been making a tour through Ireland. He was 
received every where w îth great enthusiasm. Pub
lic receptions awaited him at Galway and Limerick, 
and at both these cities he made brief addresses, ex
pressing the interest taken by himself and his coun
trymen in the affairs of Ireland. The project of a 
line of steamers between Galway and the Atlantic 
coast was pressed upon his attention. 

Emigration from Ireland continues rapidly to in
crease, and many towns have been almost depopu
lated. Every body who can get away seems inclined 
to leave. The census returns show that the popula
tion of Ireland has diminished very considerably 
within the last ten years. The potato crop promise.? 
to be generally good, though the disease has made its 
appearance in several localities. In all other crops 
the returns will be above the average. 

An experiment has been mside in England with a 
steam plow, which proved highly successful. 

Another attempt has been made, with a good degree 
of success, to csta))lish telegraphic commnnicHtioa 
across the Straits of Dover. A Large cable has been 
prepared and sunk in the Channel from one shore to 
the other, and so far as could be perceived, it prom
ised to answer the purpose. This will bring London 
into immediate connection with every part of tiie 
Continent. 

FRANCE. 
The government is ]-)Ushing to the extreme its 

measures of severity against the press. Upon tlie 
merest nimor about two hundred foreigners were 
suddenly arrested by the authorities, on charge of 
conspiracy, though investigation proved the ehnrie 
to be utterly groundless, and led to the immediate 
discharge oi' most of them. The Constitutionnel lav-
vished the most extravagant eulogiums upon the gov
ernment for its action in this case. One o( the sons 
of Victor Hugo in a newspaper article ventured to 
protest against these eulogiums, for which he was 
eondenmed to an imprisonment of nine months, and 
a fine of 2200 francs ; and M. Meurice, the proprietor 
of the Evene.ment, the paper in which the article ap
peared, to imprisonment for nine months, and a fine 
of 3000 francs. The Presse was condemned in a 
similar penalty for a like offense, and several papers 
in the country districts have been visited with the 
utmost severity for reflecting upon the government. 
Meantime the otTicial journals are allow^ed to indulge 
in the most direct and emphatic denunciations of the 
Republic. 

The whole tendency of the government is toward 
an unbridled despotism. Arrests are made on the 
slightest suspicion. Police agents are quartered in 
cafes. Houses are entered and papers searched, in 
a style befitting the worst despotism in the world 
rather than a nominal Republic. There have been 
various rumors of conspiracies and inteinled insur
rection, but they seem to have been gror.ni.lless. 
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TKe President laid the foundation stone of the 
great central market hall, which the city is erecting at 
a cost of over five million dollars, near St. Eustachc. 
The ceremony was witnessed hy an immense con
course. The President in his speech took occasion 
to express the hope that he mijrht be able to "lay 
upon the soil of France some foundations whereupon 
will be erected a social edifice, sufficiently solid to 
afford a shelter against the violence and mobility of 
human passions." 

EASTERN AND SOUTHERN EUROPE. 
An important commercial treaty has been concluded 

in Germany. Hanover has joined the Prassian Zoll-
verein, having heretofore been the head of a separate 
association, called the Steueri'crein, which has been 
by this movement dissolved. The custom-duties of 
the Zollverein have been levied on a protective scale; 
by this new arrangement, the rates will be lowered. 
The conclusion of this treaty has created a marked 
sensation in Vienna, as the journals there were loud
ly predicting the dissolution of the ZoUverein. 

The Emperor of Austria has written to Prince 
Schwartzenberg, urging the necessity of increased 
economy in public affairs. The King of Prussia is 
about to abolish the Landwehr, and have none but 
regular troops in his service. 

The Austrian government has exercised its severi
ty upon the humorist, Saphir, who edited a small 
paper in Vienna. He has been sentenced to three 
montlis' imprisonment and tlie suppression of his 
journal for a similar period, for having printed a 
humorous article on the recent ordinances, which 
the court-martial declared to be an attempt to excite 
popular ill-feeling toward the govenmient. He is 
over sixty years old, and quite infirm from disease. 
The authorities, as if to make their acts as ridiculous 
as possible, lately punished a printer and a hatter, the 
former for wearing, and the latter for making a Klapka 
hat. The whole system of government is oppressive 
and tyrannical in the extreme. A writer from Vienna 
to the London Daily News, says that it hampers, im
pedes, nay, crushe-s every kind of superior talent not 
of a military cast. Lawyers of all kinds are suspected 
of treason, even those whom the government itself 
employs ; they are watched; their practice is taken 
away from them; they are not permitted to plead 
before the courts-martial .sitting every where ; the 
universities are all placed under martial law, that of 
Vienna is entirely suppressed; the professors and 
teachers of all kinds are left to their own resources; 
literature is closed to them ; no one writes books, for 
a publisher will not publish any thing but of the light
est character; newspapers can not employ men of 
talent; in fine, nothing but soldiering or police spying 
seems left to the majority of the educated classes. 

The Austrian government have found it necessaiy 
to resort to a loan, of some ten or twelve millions of 
dollars, of which, at the latest advices, over half had 
been taken, mainly on the Continent. 

The Neapolitan government has published an offi
cial reply to the charges against it contained in the 
letters of Mr. Gladstone. These charges were of 
the most serious character, implicating the govern
ment in acts of cruelty, which would have disgraced 
the barljarous tribes of Africa. Mr. Gladstone sol
emnly arraigned the government, before the public 
opinion of the civilized world, as being an "inces
sant, systematic, deliberate violation of law," with 
the direct object of destroying whole classes of citi
zens, and those the very classes upon which the 
health, solidity, and progress of the nation depend. 
A series of special instances was given to sustain 
these charges. The reply consists in a denia] of the 

charges, and in specific refutation of many of the 
facts alleged. It is a carefully prepared paper, and 
lias done something to moderate the very harsh judg
ment which Mr. Gladstone's letters induced almost 
every one to form. 

A letter from Rome, published in the Paris Debuts 
states that another attempt to murder by means of an 
explosive contrivance, had occurred there within the 
last few days. A tube, filled with gunpowder and 
bits of iron, had been placed in a passage leading to 
the laboratory of a chemist, at whose shop several 
persons, well-known for their attachment to the 
Pontifical Government, usually meet in the early 
part of the evening. Fortimately the match fell out 
of the tube, after having been lighted, and the ex]ilo-
sion did not take place. The police had not dis
covered the culprit. 

The same letter mentions a new difficulty that has 
lately arisen between the French and Papal authori
ties at Civita Vecchia. The new French packets of 
the Messageries having superseded the old bateaics-
posfes, it appears that the captain of one of the for
mer, claimed for his ship the privileges of a vessel of 
war, a claim which the sanitary authorities of Civita 
Vecchia would not admit; whereupon Colonel de la 
Mare, commandant of the garrison of Civita Vecchia, 
had two or three of the employes of the Board of 
Health arrested. It was believed, however, that the 
question wdll be amicably settled. 

In SPAIN public attention has been almost entirely 
absorbed in the Cuban question. The Spanish papers 
were very violent against the United States, and 
clamored loudly for war, though the necessity of 
European aid in such a contest is very sensibly felt. 
It is announced with every appearance of truth, that 
EngUmd and France have entered into engagements 
with Spain for the purpose of preventing future at
tempts upon Cuba from the United States. To what 
extent this guarantee goes we have no precise inform
ation ; but it is stated in the Paris journals that a 
French steamer has been dispatched to the United 
States for the express purpose of making represerita-
tions to our government upon the subject. Spain 
has sent reinforcements to her array in Cuba and is 
taking active steps to increase her naval strength for 
an anticipated collision with the United States. 

The usual party struggles agitate the Spanish 
Capital. It is said that the Government contemplate 
decided reforms in the Tariff regulations of the coun
try, maintaining the protective duties wherever Span
ish manufactures can he aided thereby, and encour
aging competition in all those branches which have 
been stationary hitherto. 

TURKEY. 
Intelligence has been received of the departure ot 

KOSSUTH and his Hungarian companions from Con
stantinople, in the steamer Mississippi, for the Uni
ted States. They arrived at Smyrna on the 12th of 
September, and are daily expected at New York as 
we close this Record of the month. It is understood 
that Austria employed her utmost resources of diplo
macy to prevent the release of KOSSUTH, but they 
were ineffectual. She will probably now seek to 
punish Turkey for disregarding her wishes, by send
ing the chiefs of the Bosnian rebellion again into 
Bosnia, to rekindle the flame. She concentrates her 
troops on the frontiers of Bosnia, Servia, andWalla-
chia. She attempts to gain the leading men in Ser
via, and she encourages and patronizes the former 
princes of Servia, who are still pretenders. Thus it 
is tried to kindle a new revolution in that country. 
Russia apparently keeps aloof on the question of the 
liberation of Kossuth, ready to profit by the oppor-
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timity to present lierself either as protecting the 
Porte, should the revolution succeed, or as mediator, 
should the difficulties with Austria lead to the brink 
of a rupture. 

Omer Pasha, the Sultan's great general, remains 
m Bosnia, as long as the difficulties "with Austria 
are not settled. In consequence of the Austrian 
movements he had concentrated 30,000 men in this 
province. The Servian Government has given orders 
for the armament of the militia, at the same time an 
explanation has been required from Austria as to the 
concentration of her troops on the frontier. 

The political condition and prospects of Turkey, 
notwithstanding the representations of her papers, 
are represented as veiy far from promising. A cor
respondent of the London Morning Chronicle depicts 
her position in gloomy colors. She is tormented, he 
says, on every side. On the one hand, France im
periously demands the Holy Sepulchre ; on the other, 
Kussia as imperiously forbids her giving it up. If 
she gives in to France, the whole Christian popula
tion will rise to a man against her. The Pacha of 
Egypt and the Bey of Tunis both refuse to obey her, 
and of all the troops with their fine uniforms and 
arms which parade at Constantinople, not one dare 
j;o against these audacious subjects. The provinces 
of the empire are a prey to brigandage on a scale 
which makes even all that is said of Greek brigand
age appear as nothing. In the mean time the treasury 
is empty, nor can all the expedients resorted to suc
ceed in filling it. The national feeling, always against 
the system of reform, which was quite superficial, 
hfLS broken out openly, and the people, supported by 
the clergy, are ready to rise on all sides. Even in 
the capital this state of feeling is ver}'' prevalent, and 
shows itself by the usual barbarous expedient of in
cendiary fires. There have been several very severe 
ones, even within the last few days. One time three 
hundred of the largest houses in Constantinople were 
reduced to ashes ; next fifteen hundred houses in 
Scutari fell, including all the markets, magazines, 
mills, and probably the whole town would have fol
lowed, had it not been for a violent fall of rain, wliich 
quelled the fire. 

It is, above all, the position of the Christians, 
which is deplorable and precarious. The scenes of 
Aleppo last year are now acting in Magnesia, and 
threaten to break out again at Aleppo, where the 
Government wants to force the inhabitants to pay an 
indemnity to the Christians, which they insolently 
refuse. The Government, in trying to maintain her 
system of progress, is but showing her weakness. 
She is obliged to keep an army of observation con
stantly on foot in Bosnia, whore the revolt is not by 
any means entirely quelled, and which is covered 
with bands of brigands ready to unite and become an 
uisurgent army. Bagdad is in a state of siege by the 
Arabs, who fly as soon as pursued, but quickly return, 
devastating the country wherever they appear. 

PERSIA. 
Important news has been received from Teheran, 

announcing a serious coolness between Russia and 
Persia, and thn possibility of a rupture between these 
governments. Several months ago some Turcomans 
are alleged to have set fire to Russian vessels in the 
Caspian, near Astrabad, and massacred the crews. 
Orders were consequently sent from St. Petersburg 
to the Russian embassador at Teheran to demand the 
immediate dismissal of the governor of Mazanderan, 
or to haul down his flag. The dismissal has been 
finally granted, but only after difficulties which have 
brought about the coolness above mentioned. The 
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same mail from Persia brings intelligence that the 
governor of Herat, Yar-Mehemed Khan, having died, 
the Shah immediately sent troops to occupy that 
city, notwithstanding the opposition of the English 
minister. 

INDIA AND THE EAST. 
News from Calcutta has been received to the 2st 

of September. We mentioned last month the prob
able seizure by the English government, of part of 
the provinces of the Nizarn as security for a debt. 
We now Icam that he has rescued his territory from 
seizure by paying part of the money due, and giving 
security for tlie remainder. He had pledged part oC 
the Hyderabad jewels. A conspiracy to effect the 
escape of JMooli'aj had been discovered in Calcutta. 
It was reported that the Arsenal had been set on fire 
and the prisoners liberated in the confusion. Twenty 
villages round about Goolburgah had been plundered 
and burned by iho Rohillas. It was mentioned, in 
the way of a report, that the troops of Goolab Singh 
had been beaten in a conflict with the people some 
four days' journey from Cashmere. A great many 
men and a quantity of baggage were said to have 
been lost. The Calcutta railroad progresses, not
withstanding the rainy season; the terminus had 
been chosen, and the necessary ground for its erec
tion, and that of the requisite office has been pur
chased at Howrah. 

In CHINA the rebellion continued to extend. The 
Imperial troops liad not been able to make any im
pression upon the rebels. A good deal of alarm was 
felt at Canton in regard to the probable result. 

In AUSTRALIA the discoveries of gold absorb at
tention. The reported existence of the mines is not 
only confirmed, but it is proved that even rumor has 
under-estimated the extent and value of the gold re
gion. The government itself, satisfied from the offi
cial report, has moved in the matter, and has pui 
forth a claim to the precious metal, prohibiting aiix 
one from taking gold or metal from any property wiih-
in the territory of New South "Wales, and threaten
ing with punishment any person finding gold in tho 
uninhabited parts of the said territory which has not 
yet been disposed of, or ceded by the Crown, or who 
shall search or dig for gold in and upon such terri-
toiy. The proclamation adds that " upon receipt of 
further information upon this matter, such regula
tions shall be made as may be considered just and 
decisive, and shall be published as soon as possible, 
whereby the conditions will be made known on 
w^hich, by the paym.cnt of a reasonable sum, licenses 
shall be granted." Although this proclamation was 
issued on the publication of the discovery, the gov
ernment had taken no steps to carry out the licensir^p 
system, apparently sensible that the means at their 
command were insufficient to compel parties to aban
don their rich and .'^elected spots. The accounts re
ceived from Sydney to June 5th are full of the gold 
discoveries. There were about 1G,000 to 20,000 per
sons eni[!loyed at tke diggings, comprising all classes.. 
from the polite professions to handicraftsmen, run
away policemen, and seamen from the shipping. 
Indeed, desertions from the latter were so numerous 
and frequent, that vessels were quitting for fear of 
similar desertions and the destruction of shipping a* 
occurred at California, in consequence of whole 
crews flitting to the mines. At Sydney labor had 
advanced fifty per cent., but up to the above date 
accounts of the gold-finding had not reached the sis
ter settlements. The gold range of the Blue Mount
ains extended nearly 400 miles in length, and about 
forty miles wide. 
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WESTWARD—EVER WESTWARD has been the 

marching symbol of mankind from the earliest 
periods to the present. The striking fact is suggested 
in the well known line of Bishop Berkeley— 

WESTWAED the course of empire takes its way. 
" T h e progress of the race," says the German psy
chologist Ranch, " has ever been against the rotation 
of the earth, and toward the setting sun;" as though 
it were in obedience to some natural law common to 
all planets that revolve upon their axes. We may 
reject this as fanciful; and yet there are some rea
sons why the primitive roaming tendency, or spirit 
of discovery, should have taken one direction rather 
than another—reasons grounded, not on any direct 
physiological magnetism, but upon the effect of cer
tain outward phenomena on the course of human 
thought. Especially may we believe in some such 
influence as existing in that young and impressible 
period, when an unchanging direction may be ration
ally supposed to have been derived from the first 
faintest impressions, either upon the sense or the 
intelligence. To the early musing, meditative mind, 
the setting, rather than the ascending or meridian 
sun, would most naturally connect itself with the 
ideas of the vast and the undiscovered—the remote, 
legendary land, where the light goes down so strange
ly behind the mountains, or on the other side of the 
seemingly boundless plain, or beyond the deserts' 
solitary waste, or away on the ocean wave, as it 
grows dim in the misty horizon, or presents in its 
vanishing outline the far-off, shadowy isle. The 
darkness, too, that follows, would nourish the same 
feeling of mysterious interest, and thus aid in giving 
rise to that impulse, which, when once originated, 
maintains itself afterward by its own onward self-
determining energy. 

But whatever we may think, either of the poetry 
or the philosophy, there can be no denying the his
torical fact. Westward, ever westward, has been the 
course of emigration, of civilization, of learning, and 
of religion. It was so in the days of the Patriarchs, 
and the process is still going on in the middle of the 
nineteenth century. The first express mention of 
Buch a tendency we find in one of the earliest notices 
of Holy Writ. " And it came to pass, as they jour
neyed from, the east, they caine to the land of Shinar, 
and they settled there."—Gen. xi. 2. The language 
would imply that the process had been going on 
for some time before. The east there mentioned 
was the country beyond the great river Euphrates, 
whence, as those learned in the sacred language 
would inform us, came the name Hebrews, the Trans-
Euphratean colonists, or those who had come over the 
great bounding stream that separated the " old coun
tries," or the "cradle of the race," from the then 
new and unexplored western world. The next mi
gration of which we have a particular account is that 
of Abraham who journeyed from Ur of the Chaldees 
to the promised land. Previous to this, however, the 
most extensive movements had taken place. Egypt 
was already settled by the stream, which, taking a 
southwest deflection, was destined to fill the vast 
continent of Africa. It was after the dispersion at 
Babel that the main current of humanity moved rap
idly and steadily onward in the direction of the 
original impulse. There was indeed a tendency 
toward the east, but it never had the same impetus 
from the start; and its movement resembled more 
the flow of a sluggish backwater, than the natural 

progress. It sooner came to a stand, such as we 
find it represented in the civilization of India, Thibet, 
and China, dead and stagnant as it has been for cen
turies. But the western flood was ever onward, 
onward—a stream of living water, carrying with it 
the best life of humanity, and the ultimate destinies 
of the race. A bare glance at the map of the world 
will show what were the original courses of emigra
tion. Asia must have poured into Europe through 
three principal channels—through Asia Minor and 
the isles of Greece, across the Hellespont by the 
way of Thrace and the lower part of Central Europe, 
or between the Black and Caspian seas, through the 
regions afterward occupied by Gog and Magog, and 
Meshek, or the Scythian, the Gothic, and the Mus
covite hordes. But light and civilization ever went 
mainly by the way of the sea. The intercourse from 
coast to coast, and from isle to isle, was more favor
able to cultivation of manners, and elevation ol 
thought, than the laborious passages through the 
dark forests of the north, or the torrid deserts of the 
south; and hence the early superiority of the sons 
of Javan, and Kittim, and Tarshish, or in short, of 
all whose advance was ever along that great high
way of civilization, the Mediterranean Sea. " By 
these," to use the language of Scripture, " were the 
isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands." The 
most crowded march, however, must have been that 
taken up'by the sons of Tiras, and Gomer, and Asb-
kenaz, by way of Thrace, and the mid regions ol 
Europe. We have one proof of this in the name 
given to the famous crossing-place between Europe 
and Asia. It was called by an oriental word de
noting the passage of flocks and herds, and hence, lo 
the thousands and tens of thousands who constantly 
gathered on its banks, it was the Bosphorus (bo-os, 
poros), the Ox-ford, or ox-ferry—a most notable spot 
in the world's early emigration, the name of which 
the Greeks afterw^ard translated into their own tongue, 
and then, according to their usual custom, invented, 
or accommodated, for its explanation, the mythus of 
the wandering To. 

But still, through all these channels, it was ê -fr 
westward, ever from the rising and toward the setting 
sun. It may be a matter of curious interest to note 
how the word itself seems to have moved onward 
with the march of mankind. The far-off, unknown 
land, forthe time being, was everthe West—departing 
farther and farther from the terminus which each suc
ceeding age had placed, and continually receding from 
the emigrant, like Hesperia (the West of the JEnc.id) 
ever flying before the wearied Trojans— 

Oras Hesperias semper fugientis. 

In the very earliest notices of sacred history, Ca-
naan was the West. Wlien Abraham arrived there 
from Ur of the Chaldees, he found the pioneers had 
gone before him. " The Canaanites," it is said. 
"were already in the land," although soon to give 
way to a more heaven-favored race. Next the coast 
of the Philistines becomes the West. Then the 
Great Sea, or the Mediterranean, with its stronghold 
of Tyre, as it is called, Joshua xix. 29. Tyre, the 
ancient Gibraltar, "the entry of the waters" (Ezek. 
xxvii. 1), and which was to be " the merchant of liie 
people for many isles." In this way the language 
derived its fixed name for this quarter of the horizon. 
As the north is called by a word meaning the dark vi 
hidden place, so the sea ever denotes the west. Hence 
the Psalmist's method of expressing the immensity ul 
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Uie Divine presence ; " Should I take the wings of 
ihe moming (or the east) and dwell in the parts be
yond the sea," or the uttermost west, "even then 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand still shall 
hold me." In the next period, the west is removed 
to the land of Chittim (Gen. x. 4), or the modern isle 
of Cyprus, of which there is a city yet remaining 
with the radicals of the ancient name. Among other 
places it is mentioned, Isaiah xxiii. 1. "News from 
the land of Chittim," or, " From the land of Chittim 
IS it revealed unto them," says the prophet in his 
account of the wide-spread commerce of Tyre. It 
would almost seem like a modern bulletin from San 
Francisco and California. Soon, however, the ever 
retiring terminus is to be found in the country of 
Caphtor (Jeremiah xlvii. 4), or the island of Crete, 
first settled by the roving Cretites, or Cherethites, 
from a more ancient city of the same name on the 
coast of Philistia (Deut. ii. 23), and not in a reverse 
direction, as some would suppose. Again it recedes 
rapidly among the " Isles of the Sea," so often men
tioned in the Scriptures, and which becomes a gen
eral name for the remote—the countries beyond the 
waters, and, in fact, for all Europe. Proceeding 
from what was imperfectly known as Cyprus and the 
JEgean Archipelago, the early Orientals would seem 
to have regarded all this quarter of the world as one 
vast collection of islands, in distinction from the main 
earth, main land, or Continent of Asia. Hence the 
contrast, Ps. xcvii. 1: 

The Lord is King—Let the earth rejoice. 
Let the many isles be glad, 

ijeaving behind us the Jews, and taking Homer for 
our guide, we next find the west in Greece as opposed 
to the Eoian realm of Troy, or the land toward the 
morning dawn. In the interval between the Iliad 
and the Odyssey, another transition has taken place. 
The latter poem is separate from the former in space 
as well as in time. The Odyssey is west of the 
Iliad. It is the " setting sun" in a sense different 
from that intended by the critic Longinus, but no 
less tme and significant. Epirus, Phaecia, and the 
Ionian isles (as they have been called), are now the 
West. Sicily is just heard of as the ultima regio of 
the known world. It is the mythical land of the 
cannibal Cyclops, and beyond it dwells the King of 
the Winds. To the Trojan followers of ^ n e a s , 
Italy is the West—the land of promise to the exiles 
fleeing from the wars of the older eastern world. 
The imagination pictured it as lying under the far 
distant Hesper, or evening star, and hence it was 
called Hesperia : 

Graio cognomine dicta. 
But we must travel more rapidly onward. In the 

noon of the Roman empire, Spain and Gaul were the 
West, the terra occidejitalis. Soon Britain and Ireland 
take the place and name. It was to the same quar
ters, too, on the breaking up of this immense Roman 
mass, that the main element of its strength moved 
onward, although the mere shadow of empire re
mained in the slow decaying East. And now for 
centuries the march seemed impeded by tlie great 
ocean barrier, until the same original impulse, gath
ering strength by long delay, at length achieved the 
discovery of what, more emphatically than all other 
lands, has been called The Western World. Every 
one knows how rapid has been the same movement 
since. Scarcely had the eastern shores been visited, 
when hardy adventurers brought news of a western 
coast, and of a Western Ocean, still beyond. This 
remoter sea becomes tne mythical terminus in the 
grants and charters of tbe first English settlements, 
as though in anticipation of '̂ e future greatness of 

the empire of which they were to form the constitu
ent parts. Since then how swift has been tlie same 
march across the new discovered continent! Rapid 
as must be our sketch, it is hardly more so than the 
reality it represents. Even within the memory of 
persons not yet past the meridian of life, a portion 
of our own State was called the West. The name 
was given to the land of the Mohawks and the Six 
Nations; but like Hesperia of old, it was always 
flying in the van of advancing cultivation. Soon 
Ohio becomes the West, along with Indiana, Illinois, 
and Kentucky. Then Michigan is the West. In a 
few years Wisconsin assumes the appellation ; then 
Iowa; then Minnesota; while, in another quarter, 
Missouri and Arkansas successively carry on the 
steady march toward the setting sun. It is true, 
there seemed to be a pause in sight of the obstacles 
presented by the ijarren plains of Texas and New 
Mexico, but it was only to burst over them with a 
more powerful impetus. And California is now the 
West—the land of gold and golden hope. It is now, 
to the present age, what Canaan was to the Hebrews 
(we mean, of course, geographically), or as the isles 
of the sea to the sons of Javan and Tarshish, or as 
Italy to the Trojan exiles. But is the movement there 
to find its termination ? The next step mingles it 
with the remains of the old Eastern civilization 
China and India must yet feel its revivifying power, 
and then the rotation will have been complete. Ophir 
has been already reached, and soon the long joumej'-
ing of restless humanity will come round again to 
the plain of Shinar, or the region in which commenced 
the original dispersion of the race. 

Some most serious reflections crowd upon the mind 
in connection with such a thought. What, during all 
this period, has been the real progress of humanity '̂  
In certain aspects of the question the answer is most 
prompt and easy. In the supply of physical wants, 
and in facilities for physical communication, the ad
vance gained has been immense. But are men—the 
mass of men—really wiser in respect to their truest 
good ? Or are they yet infatuated with that old folly 
of building a tower, whose top should reach unto 
heaven? In other words, are they still seeking to 
get above the earth by earthly means, and fancying 
that through science, or philosophy, or "liberal in
stitutions," or any other magic name, they may ob
tain a self-elevating power, which shall lift them 
above physical and moral evil. Will the long and 
toilsome march be followed by that true gnothi seau-
ton, that real self-knowledge, which is cheaply ob
tained even at such a price ; or will it be only suc
ceeded by another varied exhibition of the selfish 
principle, the more malignant in proportion as it is 
more refined, another Babelof opinions, another con
fusion of speech, another proof of the feebleness and 
everlasting unrest of humanity while vainly seeking 
to be independent of Heaven ? 

MARRIAGE has ever been closely allied to religion. 
It has had its altar, its offering, its rites, its invoca 
lion, its shrine, its mysteries, its mystical significance. 
" I t is Ao«07-aW(?,"says the Apostle. ^^Precions,^'some 
commentators tell us, the epithet should be rendered 
—of great value, of highest price. In either sense, it 
would well denote what may be called, by way of 
eminence, the conservative institution of human so
ciety, the channel for the transmission of its purest 
life, and for this very reason, the object ever of the 
first and fiercest attacks of every scheme of disorgan
izing radical philosophy. In harmony with this idea, 
there was a deep significance in some of the Greek 
marriage ceremonies; and among these none pos 
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sessed a profounder import than the cvistom of car
rying a torch, or torches, in the bridal procession. 
Especially was this the mother's delightful office. 
It was hers, in a peculiar manner, to bear aloft the 
blazing symbol before the daughter, or the daughter- { 
m-law, and there was no act of her life to which the 
heart of a Grecian mother looked forward with a 
more lively interest. It was, on the other hand, a 
ground of the most passionate grief, when an early 
death, or some still sadder calum,ity, out off the fond 
iuiticipation. Thus Medea— 

I ^o an exile to a foreign land, 
Ere blest in you, or having seen you blessed. 
That rapturous oflice never shall be mine, 
To adorn the bride, and with a mother's hand, 
Lift, high the nuptial torch. 

Like many other classical expressions, it has passed 
into common use, and become a mere conventional 
phraseology. This is the case with much of our 
poet'cal and rhetorical dialect. Metaphors, which, 
in their early usage, presented the most vivid con
ceptions, and were connected with the profoundest 
significance, have passed away into dead formulas. 
They keep the flow of the rhythm, they produce a 
graceful effect in rounding a period, they have about 
them a faint odor of classicality, but the life has long 
since departed. As far as any impressive meaning is 
concerned, a blank space would have answered almost 
as well. The "altar of Hymen," the "nuptial 
torch," suggest either nothing at all, or a cold civil 
engagement, with no higher sanctions than a justice's 
register, or the business-like dispatch of what, in many 
cases, is a most unpoetical, as well as a most secular 
transaction. 

The nuptial torch was significant of marriage, as 
the divinely appointed means through which the 
lamp of life is sent down from generation to gener
ation. It w âs the symbol of the true vitality of the 
race, as preserved in the single streams of the " iso
lated household," instead of being utterly lost in the 
universal conflagration of unregulated passion. It 
was the kindling of a new fire from the ever-burning 
hearth of Vesta. It was the institution of a new do-
inestic altar. The torch was carried by the mother 
in procession before the daughter, or the daughter-in-
law, and then given to the letter to perform the same 
office, with the same charge, to children, and chil
dren's children, down through all succeeding gener
ations. Such a custom, and such a symbol, never 
could have originated where polygamy prevailed, nor 
have been ever preserved in sympathy with sucli a 
perversion of the primitive idea. Neither could it 
maintain itself where marriage is mainly regarded 
as a civil contract, having no other sanction for its 
(X)mmencement, and, of course, no other for its dis
solution, than the consent of the parties. Have we 
not reason to suppose that some such conception is 
already gaining ground among us. It would seem to 
{3Dme from that wretched individualism, the source 
of so many social errors, which would regard mar
riage as a transaction for the convenience of the 
parties, and subject to their spontaneity, rather than 
in reference to society or the race. The feeling 
which lends its aid to such a sophism, is promoted 
by the prevailing philosophy in respect to what are 
oalled " woman's rights." We allude not now to its 
more extravagant forms, but to that less offensive, 
and more plausible influence, which, in the name of 

• humanity and of protection to the defenseless, is in 
danger of sapping the foundation of a most vital in
stitution. We can not be too zealous in guarding 
the person or property of the wife against the inteni-
porate or improvident husband; but it should be 

done, and it can be done, without marring that sa
cred oneness which is the vitality of the domestic 
commonwealth. In applying the sharp knife of re
form in this direction, it should be seen to, that we 
do not cut into the very life of the idea—to use a 
favorite phrase of the modern reformer. No evil 
against which legislation attempts to guard, can be 
compared with the damage which might come from 
such a wound. No hurt might be more incurable 
than one that would result from families of children 
growing up every where with the familiar thought 
of divided legal interests in the joint source whence 
they derived their birth. There must be something 
holy in that which the apostle selected as the most 
fitting comparison of the relation between Christ and 
his Church; and there have been far worse super 
stitions (if it be a superstition) than the belief which 
would regard marriage as a sacrament. Be this, 
however, as it may, it is the other error of which 
we have now the most reason to be afraid. There 
is a process going forward on the pages of the statute 
book, in judicial proceedings respecting divorce, and 
in the general tendency of certain opinions, which 
is insensibly undermining an idea, the most soundly 
conservative in the best sense of the term, the most 
sacred in its religious associations, as well as the 
most important in its bearings upon the highest earth 
ly good of the human race. 

The opposing philosophy sometimes comes in th« 
most plausible and insidious shape. It, too, has its 
religionism. It talks loftily of the "holy marriage 
of hearts," and of the sacredness of the affection.; but 
in all this would only depreciate the sacredness of 
the outward relation. It affects to be conservative, 
moreover. It would preserve and exalt the essence 
in distinction from the form. It has much to say 
of "legalized adulteries." The affection, it affirms, 
is holier than any outward bond. But let it be re
membered that the first is humiiU and changeable, 
the second is divine and permanent. It is the high 
consideration, too, of the one that, more than an}" 
earthly means, would tend to preserve the purity of 
the other. The relation is the regulator of the affec 
tion, the mould through which it endures, the con 
straining form in which alone it acquires the unity, 
and steadiness, and consistency of the idea, in dis
tinction from the capricious spontaneity of the indi
vidual passion. Let no proud claim, then, of inward 
freedom, assuming to be holier than the outward 
bond, pretend to sever what God has joined together. 
At no time, perhaps, in the histoiyof the world, and 
of the church, has there been more need of caution 
against such a sophism than in thi.s age, so boastful 
of its lawless subjectivity, or in other words, its 
higher rule of action, transcending the Outward aiui 
positive ordinance. 

CHATIITY IS LOVE—Liberality is often only anothci 
name for indifference. The bare presentation of the 
terms in their true relation, is enough to show tlif 
immense opposition between them. Charity is ten
derness. " It suffereth long and is kind." But the 
same authority tells us, likewise, that " i t rejoicotri 
in the truth." Except as connected with a fervent 
interest in principles we hold most dear, the word 
loses all significance, and the idea all vitality. Even 
when it assumes the phase of intolerance, it is a 
nobler and more precious thing than the liberality 
which often usurps its name. In this aspect, how
ever, it is ever the sign of an unsettled and a doubt
ing faith. He who is well established in his own 
religious convictions can best afford to be charitable. 
He has no fear and no hatred of the heretic lest liu 
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should take from him his own insecure foundation. 
His feet upon a rock, he can have no other than 
feelings of tenderness for the perishing ones whom 
he regards as struggling in the wild waters below 
him. How can he be uncharitable, or unkmd, to 
those of his companions in the perilous voyage, who, 
in their blindness, or their weakness, or it may be in 
the pei-verse madness of their depravity, can. not, or 
will not lay hold of the plank which he offers for 
their escape because it is the one on which he fondly 
hopes he himself has rode out the storm. They may 
call his warm zeal bigotry and uncharitableness ; but 
tijen, what name shall be given to that greater mad
ness, that fiercer intolerance, which would not only 
reject the offered aid, but exercise vindictive feelings 
toward the hand that would draw them out of the 
overwhehning billows ? 

One of the richest illustrations of the view here 
presented is to be found in the writings of that durus 
pater. Saint Augustine. We find nothing upon our 
editorial table more precious—nothing that we wo\ild 
send forth on the wings of our widely circulated 
Magazine, with a more fervent desire that it might, 
not only meet the eye, but penetrate the heart of 
ever)' reader. " How can J be angry with you," 
says this noble father, in his controversy with the 
ManLchosans, "how can I be angry with you when 
[ remember my own experience ? Let him be angry 
with you who knows not with what difficulty error is 
shunned and truth is gained. Let him be angry with 
you, who knows not with what pain the spiritual light 
fmds admission into the dark and diseased eye. Let 
him be angry with you, who knows not with what 
tears and groans the true knowledge of God and di
vine things is received mto the bewildered human 
soul." 

f Mtnr's €a^ €\im. 
O I N C E we last chatted with our readers, a month 
O ago, old Autumn has fairly taken the year upon 
his shoulders, and is bearing him in Ids parti-colored 
jacket, toward the ice-pits of Winter. The soft ad
vance of Indian Summer, with its harvest moons 
round and red, and its sunsets doep-dyed with blood 
and gold, is stealing smokily across the horizon, and 
witching us to a last smile of warmth, and to a fare
well summer joyousness. 

The town has changed, too, like the season: and 
the streets are all of them in the hey-day of the Au
tumn flush. The country merchants are gone home, 
and the Southern loiterers are creeping lazily south
ward—preaching the best of Union discourses—with 
their geniality and their frankness. The old Broad
way hours of promenade are coming again ; and you 
can see blithe new-married couples, and wishful lov
ers, at morning and evening, lighting up the trottoir 
with their sunshine. The wishful single ones too, 
are wearing new fronts of hope, as the town-men 
settle again into their winter beat, and feel, in their 
bachelor chambers, the lack of that stir of sociality, 
.vhich enlivens the summer of the springs. 

Old married people too—not so joyous as once— 
forget all the disputes of the old winter, in the pleas
ant approaches of a new one ; and try hard to coun
terfeit a content which they esteem and desire. 

But with all its gayety, theatre-running, concert-
î ioing, and shopping, the town wears underneath a 
Look of sad sourness. Merchants that were as chatty 
as the most loquacious magpies only a five-month 
gone, are suddenly grown as gruff and dumb as the 
No! wegian bears. The tightness of Wall-street has 
an uncommon "effectupon facial muscles;" and men 

that would have been set down by the " Medical 
Examiners" as good for a ten years' lease of life, are 
now wearing a visage that augurs any thing but 
healthy action of the liver. 

Even our old friends that we parted from in May, 
as round and dimpled as country wenches, have met 
us the week past with a rueful look, and have said 
us as short a welcome as if we were their creditors. 
We pity sadly the poor fellow-, who, with a firm 
reliance on tiie steady friendship of his old com
panion, goes to him in these times for a loan of a 
" few thousands." Friendship has a hard chance lor 
a livelihood nowadays in Wall-street; and the man 
that would give us an easy shake of the hand wheft 
we met him on 'Change in the spring, will avoid us 
now as if he feared contagion from our very' look. 

The fat old gentlemen who used to loll into our 
office in May-time, to read the journals, and crack 
stale jokes, and quietly puff out one or two of our 
choice Kegalias, have utterly vanished. We find no 
invitations to dine upon our table—no supper cards 
for a "sit-down" to fried oysters and Burgundy 
" punctually at nine." 

Wall-street is the bugbear that frights New York 
men out of all their valor ; and, as is natural enough, 
Wall-street, and specie, and heavy imports, and a 
new tariff, and the coming crop of cotton are just 
now at the top of the talk of the town. 

Let our good readers then, allow for this incubus, 
in tracing the jottings down, this month, of our usual
ly gossiping pen. Let them remember in all charity 
that two per cent, a month, for paper good as the 
bank, makes a very poor stimulant for such pastime 
as literary gossip. When our men of business 
replace their Burgundy and Lafitte of 1841, with 
merely merchantable Medoc, readers surely will be 
content with a plain boiled dish, trimmed off with a 
few carrots, in place of the rich ragouts, with which. 
at some future time, we shall surely tickle their 
appetite. 

The Northern Expedition under the lead of Lieu
tenant De Haven, has given no little current to the 
chit-chat of the autumn hours ; and people have nat
urally been curious to see some of the brave fellows 
who wintered it among the crevices of the Polur ice, 
and who braved a night of some three months' dark
ness. It is just one of those experiences which 
must be passed through to be realized; nor can we 
form any very adequate conceptions (and Heaven 
forbid that experience should ever improve our con
ceptions !) of a night which lasts over weeks of sleep
ing, and waking, and watching—of a night which 
knows neither warmth, nor daybreak—a night which 
counts by cheerless months, and has no sounds to 
relieve its darkness, but the fearful crashing of ice
bergs, and the low growl of stalking bears. 

What a waste of resolution and of energy has been 
suffered in those northern seas ! And yet it is no 
waste ; energy is never wasted when its action is in 
the sight of the world. It tells on new development, 
and quickens impulse for action, wherever the story 
of it goes. 

It is, to be sure sad enough that the poor Lady 
Franklin m\ist go on mourning; but she has the sat
isfaction of knowing that sympathy with her woeii 
has enlisted thousands of brave beating hearts, and 
has led them fearlessly into the very bosom of tliosc 
icy perils, wldch now, and we fear must ibrcver, 
shroud the fate of her noble husband. Nor is that 
grief and devotion of the Lady Franklin without its 
teaching of beneficence. Its story adds to the dig
nity of humanity, and quickens the ardor of a thou-
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