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A new work, by GrorGE W. CurTis (the Howadji
of Oriental travel), entitled Lotos-Eating, published
by Harper and Brothers, is a delightful reminiscence
of Summer Rambles, describing some of the most
attractive points of American scenery, with impres-
sions of life at famous watering-places, and suggest-
ive comparisons with celebrated objects of interest in
Europe. Dreamy, imaginative, romantic, but repos-
ing on a basis of the healthiest reality—tinged with
the richest colors of poetry, but full of shrewd ob-
servation and mischievous humor—clothed in delicate
and dainty felicities of language—this volume is
what its title indicates—the reverie of a summer's
pastime, and should be read in summer haunts, ac-
companied with the music of the sea-shore or breezy
hill-sides. Although claiming no higher character
than a pleasant book of light reading, it will enhance
the reputation of the author both at home and abroad,
as one of the most picturesque and original of Ameni-
can writers.

A New Harmony and Eaxposition of the Gospels, by
James STroNG. This elaborate volume, intended
for the popular illustration of the New Testament,
consists of a parallel and combined arrangement of
the Four Gospel Narratives, a continuous commen-
tary with brief additional notes, and a supplement
containing several chronological and topographical
dissertations. The Harmony is constructed on a
novel plan, combining the methods of Newcome and
Townsend, and securing the conveniences of both,
without the defects of either. A continuous narra-
tive is formed by the selection of a leading text,
while at the same time, the different narratives are
preserved in parallel columns, so that they may be
examined and compared with perfect facility. The
Exposition of the text is given in the form of a free
translation of the original, in which the sense of the
sacred writers is expressed in modern phraseology,
and slightly paraphrased. This was the most deli-
cate portion of the author’s task. The venerable
simplicity of the inspired volume can seldom be de-
parted from, without a violation of good taste. Asa
zeneral rule, a strict adherence to the original lan-
suage best preserves its significance and beauty.
This was the plan adopted by the translators of the
received version, and their admirable judgment in
this respect, is evinced by the fact that almost every
modern attempt to improve upon their labors has
been a failure. No new translations have even ap-
proached the place of the received one, in the esti-
mation either of the people or of scholars, while
inany, with the best intentions, no doubt, on the part
of their authors, present only a painful caricature of
the original. Mr. Strong has done well in avoiding
some of the most prominent faults of his predeces-
sors. He has generally succeeded in preserving the
logical connection of thought, which often appears in
a clearer light in his paraphrase. His explanation
of passages alluding to ancient manners and customs
is highly satisfactory and valuable. But toour taste,
he frequently errs by the ambitious rhetorical lan-
suage in which he has clothed the discourses of the
Great Teacher. The reverent simplicity of the orig-
inal is but poorly reproduced by the florid phrases
of modern oratory. In this way, the sacred impres-
sion produced by the Evangclists is injured, a lower
tone of feeling is substituted, and the refined relig-
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lous associations connected with their purity of lan-
guage is sacrificed to the intellectual clearness which
is aimed at by a more liberal use of rhetorical ex-
pressions than a severe and just taste would warrant.
‘With this exception, we regard the present work as an
important and valuable contribution to biblical liter-
ature. It displays extensive research, various and
sound learning, and indefatigable patience. The
numerous engravings with which the volume is illus-
trated, are selected from the most authentic sources,
and are well adapted to throw light on the principal
localities alluded to in the text, as well as attractive
by their fine pictorial effect. 'We have no doubt that
the labors of the studious author will be welecomed
by his fellow students of the sacred writings, by
preachers of the Gospel, and by Sunday School
teachers, no less than by the great mass of private
Christians of every persuasion, who can not consult
his volume without satisfaction and advantage. (Pub-
lished by Lane and Scott.)

A valuable manual of ecclesiastical statistics is
furnished by Fox and Hov1’s Quadrennial Register
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which the first
Number has been recently published by Case, Tiffany,
and Co., Hartford. It is intended to exhibit the con-
dition, economy, Institutions, and resources of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in this country, in a
form adapted to popular use and general reference.
Among the contents of this Number, we find a com-
plete Report of the General Conference for 1852, a
copious Church Directory, an Abstract of the Disei-
pline of the Church, a list of the Seminaries of
Learning and their officers, and a general view of the
various religious denominations in this country. The
work evinces a great deal of research, and the com-
pilers have evidently spared no pains to give it the
utmost fullness of detail as well as accuracy of state-
ment. It does credit both to their judgment and
diligence. To the clergy of the Methodist Church
it will prove an indispensable companion in their
journeys and labors. Nor is it confined in its inter-
est to that persuasion of Christians. Whoever has
occasion to consult an eeclesiastical directory, will
find this volume replete with useful information, ar-
ranged in a very convenient method, and worthy of
implicit reliance for its general correctness.

A new edition of The Mother at Home, by Joun
S. C. ABBoTT, with copious additions and numerous
engravings, is published by Harper and Brothers.
The favor with which this work has been universally
received by the religious public renders any exposi-
tion of its merits a superfluous task.

We have received the second volume of Lippin-
cott, Grambo & Co.’s elegant and convenient edition
of The Waverley Novels, containing The Antiquary,
The Black Dwarf, and Old Mortality. With the In-
troduction and Notes by Sir Walter Scott, and the
beautiful style of typography in which it is issued,
this edition leaves nothing to be desired by the most
fastidious book-fancier.

Another work in the department of historical reo-
mance, by HENRY WiLLiam HErBERT, has been
issued by Redfield. It is entitled The Knights of
England, France, and Scotland, and cousists of “ Le-
gends of the Norman Congquerors,” * Legends of the
| Crusaders,” * Legends of Feudal Days,” and “ Le-
‘gends of Scotlund.” Mr. Herbert has a quick and
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accurate eye for the picturesque features of the ro-
mantic Past; he pursues the study of history with
the soul of the poet; and skillfully availing himself
of the most striking traditions and incidents, has pro-
duced a series of fascinating portraitures, Whoever
would obtain a vivid idea of the social and domestic
traits of France and Great Britain in the olden time,
shonld not fail to read the life-like descriptions of
this volume.

Marco Paul's Voyages and Travels, by Jacom
ApBoTT (published by Harper and Brothers), is an-
ather series for juvenile reading from the prolific pen
of the writer, who, in his peculiar department of
composition, stands without a rival. It is Mr. Ab-
hatt’s forte to describe familiar scenes in a manner
which attracts and charms every variety of taste.
He produces this effect by his remarkable keenness
of observation, the facility with which he detects the
relations and analogies of common things, his unpre-
tending naturalness of illustration, and his command
of the racy, home-bred, idiomatic language of daily
life, never descending, however, to slang or vulgarity.
The series now issued describes the adventures of
Marco Paul in New York, on the Erie Cangl, in
Maine, in Vermont, in Boston, and at the Springfield
Armory. It is emphatically an American work. No
American child can read it without delight and in-
struction. But it will net be confined to the juvenile
library. Presenting a vivid commentary on American
society, manners, scenery, and institutions, it has a
powerful charm for readers of all ages. It will do
much to increase the great popularity of Mr. Abbott
as an instructor of the people.

Among the valuable educational works of the past
month, we notice WoopBURY’s Shorter Course with
the German Language, presenting the main features
of the author’s larger work on a reduced scale. (Pub-
lished by Leavitt and Allen.)—KinpLe’s Manual of
Astronomy, an excellent practical treatise on the
elementary principles of the science, with copious
Exercises on the Use of the Globes (published by
Newman and Ivison),—and RusseLv’s University
Speaker, containing an admirable selection of pieces
for declamation and recitation, (published by J. Mun-
roe and Co.)

Summer Gleanings, is the title of a book for the
season hy Rev. JoHN Tobp, consisting of sketches
and incidents of a pastor’s vacation, adventures of
forest life, legends of American history, and tales of
domestic experience. A right pleasant book it is,
and “good for the use of edifying” withal. Lively
description, touching pathos, playful humor, and use-
ful reflection, are combined in its pages in a manner
to stimulate and reward attention. Every where it
displays a keen and vigorous mind, a genuine love
of rural scenes, a habit of acute observation, and an
irrepressible taste for gayety and good-humor, which
the author wisely deems compatible with the prevail-
ing religious tone of his work. Among the best
pieces, to our thinking, are “ The Poor Student, * The
Doctor’s Third Patient,” and “The Young Lamb,”
though all will well repay perusal. (Northampton :
Hopkins, Bridgman and Co.)

The concluding volume of The History of the
United States, by RIcHARD HILDRETH, is issued
by Harper and Brothers, comprising the period from
the commencement of the Tenth Congress, in 1807,
to the close of the Sixteenth, in 1821. This period,
jneluding the whole of Madison’s administration,
with a portion of that of Jefferson and of Monroe,
is one of the most eventful in American history, and
sustains a close relation to the existing polities of
the country.

No one can expeet an absolnte im. !
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partiality in the historian of such a recent epoch.
Mr. Hildreth's narrative is undoubtedly colored, to a
certain degree, by his political convictions and pref-
erences, which, as we have seen, in the last volume,
are in favor of the old Federal party ; but, he may
justly challenge the merit of diligent research in the
collection of facts, and acute judgment in the com-
parison and sifting of testimony, and a prevailing
fairness in the description of events. He never suf-
fers the feelings of a partisan to prejudice the thor-
oughness of his investigations ; but always remains
clear, calm, philosophical, vigilant, and imperturba-
ble. His condensation of the debates in Congress,
on several leading points of dispute, exhibits the pe-
culiarities of the respective debaters in a Jucid man-
ner, and will prove of great value for political refer-
ence. His notices of Josiah Quiney, John Quiney
Adams, Madison, Monroe, and Henry Clay, are
among the topics on which there will be wide differ-

-ences of opinion ; but they can not fail to attract at-

tention. The style of Mr. Hildreth, in the present
volume, preserves the characteristics, which we have
remarked in noticing the previous volumes. Occa-
sionally careless, it is always vigorous, concise, and
transparent. He never indulges in any license of
the imagination, never makes a display of his skill in
fine writing, and never suffers you to mistake his
meaning. Too uniform and severe for the romance
of history, it is an admirable vehicle for the exhibi-
tion of facts, and for this reason, we believe that Mr.
Hildreth’s work will prove an excellent introduction
to the study of American history,

We congratulate the admirers of Fi1z-GREENE
HavLveck-—and what reader of American poetry is not
his admirer—on a new edition of his Poetical Works,
recently issued by Redfield, containing the old fa-
miliar and cherished pieces, with some extracts from
a hitherto unpublished poem. The fame of Halleck
is identified with the literature of his country. The
least voluminous of her great poets, few have won
a more beautiful, or a more permanent reputation-—
a more authentic claim to the sacred title of poet,
Combining a profuse wealth of fancy with a strong
and keen intellect, he tempers the passages in which
he most freely indulges in asweet and tender pathos,
with an elastic vigor of thought, and dries the tears
which he tempts forth, by sudden flashes of gayety,
making him one of the most uniformly piquant of
modern poets. His expressions of sentiment never
fall languidly ; he opens the fountains of the heart
with the master-touch of genius; his humor is as
gracious and refined as it is racy; and, abounding
in Jocal allusions, he gives such a point and edge to
their satire, that they outlive the occasions of their
application, and may be read with as much delight
at the present time as when the parties and persons
whom they commemorate were in full bloom. The
terseness of Mr. Halleck’s language is in admirable
harmony with his vivacity of thought and richness
of faney, and in this respect presents a most valuable
object of study for young poets.

Mysteries ; or, Glimpses of the Supernatural, by C.
W. Ervrort. (Published by Harper and Brothers.)
This is an original work, treating of certain mani-
festations on the “ Night-Side of Nature,” in a critico-
historical tone, rather than in either a dogmatic or
a skeptical spirit.  “The Salem Witeheraft,” ¢ The
Cock-Lane Ghost,” “The Rochester Knockings,”
“The Stratford Mysterics,” are some of the weird
topics on which it discourses, if not lucidly, yet ge-
nially and quaintly. The author has evidently felt
a “‘vocation” to gather all the facts that have yet
come to light on these odd hallucinations, and he sets
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them forth with a certain grave naiveté and mock
Carlylese eloguence, which give a readable charac-
ter to his volume, in spite of the repulsiveness of its
themes. Of his discreet non-committalism we have
a good specimen in the close of the chapter on the
“The Stratford Mysteries,” of which the Rev. Dr.
Phelps is the chief hierophant. ‘ Here the case
must rest ; we would not willingly charge upon any one
deliberate exaggeration or falsehood, nor would any
fair-minded person decide that what seems novel and
surprising is therefore false, Every sane person will
appeal to the great laws of God ever present in his-
tory and in his own consciousness, and by these he
will try the spirits, whether they be of God or of
man. The great jury of the public opinion will de-
cide this thing also; we have much of the evidence
before us. The burden of proof, however, rests
with Dr. Phelps himself. Fortunately he is a man
of character, property, and position, and he chooses
to stand where he does ; no man will hinder him if
pone heed him. Many believe, but may be thankful
for any help to their unbelief. Many more will be
strongly disposed to exclaim when they shall have
read through this mass of evidence—*It began with
nothing, it has ended with nothing” Ez nikil, nihil

ﬁt m

A perfect and liberal scheme has been matured, for
the publication of a complete edition of the Church
Historians of England, from Bede to Foxe. The
plan, is worthy of support, and a large number of
subscribers have already enrolled their names. The
terms of publication are moderate, and the projectors
give the best guarantees of good faith.

Among recent English reprints worthy of notice
are Papers on Literary and Philosophical Subjects, by
Parrick C. MacpoucaLL, Professor of Moral Phi-
losophy in New College, Edinburgh. They are col-
lected from various periodicals, and appear to be
published at present with a view to the author’s can-
didateship for the Ethical chair in the University of
Edinburgh. The Essays on Sir James Mackintosh,
Jonathan Edwards, and Dr. Chalmers display high
literary taste as well as philosophical talent.

Mr. KinesLEY, the author of Alton Locke, Yeast,
and other works, has published Sermons on National
Subjects, which are marked by the originality of
thought and force of utterance which characterize all
this author’s writings. Some of the sermons are
very much above the reach of village andiences to
which they were addressed, and in type will find a
more fitting circle of intelligent admiress. There is
much, however, throughout the volume suited to in-
struct the minds and improve the hearts of the hum-
blest hearers, while the principles brought out in re-
gard to national duties and responsibilities, rewards
and punishments, are worthy of the attention of all
thoughtful men.

A new English translation of the Republic of
Plato, with an introduction, analysis, and notes, by
Joun LrewertyN Davies, MLA., and Davip James
Vaveran, M.A., Fellows of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, is a valuable contribution to the study of
classicliterature. Thetranslation isdone in a scholar-
like way, and in the analysis and introduction the
editors show that they enter into the spirit of their
author as well as understand the letter of his work,
which is more than can be said of the greater number
of University translations. The text of the Zurich
edition of 1847 has been generally followed, and the

_German translation of Schneider has evidently af
forded guidance in the rendering of varions passages.

The Life of Davip Macsers Moix, by THoMAS
Airp, says the London Critic, is every way worthy
of Mr. Aird’s powers. It is written in a calm, dig-
nified, yet rich and poetical style. It is an offering
to the memory of dear, delightfal ¢ Delta,” equally
valuable from the tenderness which dictated it, and
from the intrinsic worth of the gift. Aird and “ Del-
ta” were intimate friends. They had many qualities
in common. Both were distinguished by genuine
simplicity and sincerity of character, by a deep love
for nature, for poetry, and for “ puir auld Scotland;”
and by unobtrusive, heart-felt piety. * Delta” had
not equal power and originality of genius with his
friend ; but his vein was more varied, clearer, smooth-
er, and more popular. There was, in another respect,
a special fitness in Aird becoming * Delta’s” biog-
rapher. He was with him when he was attacked
by his last illness. He watched his dying bed, re-
ceived his last blessing, and last sigh. Aud relig-
iously has he discharged the office thus sadly de-
volved on him.

The fourth and last volume of The Life of Chal-
mers, by Dr. Haxna, is principally devoted to the
connection of Chalmers with the Free Church move-
ment. The Atheneum says: “ Altogether, Dr. Han-
na is to be congratulated on the manner in which he
has fulfilled the important task on which he has now
for several years been engaged. Dr. Chalmers is a
man whose life and character may well engage
many writers ; but no one possessed such materials
as Dr. Hanna for writing a biography so full and de-
tailed as was in this case demanded. The four
volumes which he has laid before the public are not
only an ample discharge of his special obligations as
regards his splendid subject, but also a mmuch needed
example of the manner in which biographies of this
kind, combining original narrative with extracts from
writings and correspondence, ought to be written.”

A meeting of literary men has been held at Lans-
downe House, for the purpose of raising a fund for
erecting a monument to the late Sir James Mackin-
tosh. The proposal for a monument was moved
by Mr. T. B, Macaulay, seconded by Lord Mahon.
Mr. Hallam moved the appointment of a committee,
which was seconded by Lord Broughton, Lord Lans-
downe agreeing to act as chairman, and Sir R. H,
Inglis as secretary. We are glad to see literary men
of all political parties uniting in this tribute of honor
to one of the greatest and best men of whom his
country could boast,

At the sixty-third anniversary of the Royal Liter-
ary Fund, Lord Campbell presided effectively ; and,
after stating that he owed his success in law to the
fostering aid of his labors in literature, he held out
hopes that he may yet live to produce a work which
shall give him a better title to a name in literature
than he has yet earned. Pleasant speeches were
made by Justice Talfourd, Mr. Monckion Milnes,
Chevalier Bunsen, Mr. Abbott Lawrence, and espe-
cially by Mr. Thackeray, who improved the event of
the coming year of the society’s existence—that Mr.
Disraeli, M.P., is to be chairman of the anniversary
of 1853. The funds of the past year had been £600
more than in any former year.

WirLiam MaceaLr in The People, gives the fol-
lowing graphic zccount of his first interview with
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John Stirling. ‘‘Sometime in March, 1841, I was
traveling by coach from Bristol to Devonport. I
had for companion part of the way a tall, thin gentle-
man, evidently in bad health, but with a cheerful,
gallant look which repelled pity. 'We soon got into
conversation. I was much impressed by his brilliant
and dashing speech, so much like a rapid succession
of impetuous cavalry charges; but I was still more
impressed by his {rankness, his friendliness, his man-
liness. A sort of heroic geniality seemed to hang on
his very garments, We talked about German litera-
ture ; then about Carlyle. I said that the only at-
tempt at an honest and generous appreciation of
Carlyle’s genius was a recent article in The West-
minster Review. My companion replied, ‘I wrote
that article. My name is John Sterling” We
seemed to feel a warmer interest in each other from
that moment ; and, by quick instinct, we saw that
we were brothers in God’s Universe, though we
might never be brought very near each other in
brotherhood on earth. Sterling left me at Exeter,
and a few days after my arrival at Devonport I re-
ceived a letter, which leavens my being with new
life, every time I read it, by its singular tenderness
and elevation.”

The English literary journals are always sug-
gestive, often amusing, and sometimes not a little
t‘verdant,” as the Yankees say, in their notices of
American books. We subjoin a few of their criti-
cisms on recent popular works. Of Queechy, by
EvLizaBETH WETHERELL, the Literary Gazeite dis-
courses as follows: “The authoress of ‘ Queechy’
has every quality of a good writer save one. Good
feeling, good taste, fancy, liveliness, shrewd observa-
tion of character, love of nature, and considerable
skill in the management of a story—all these she
possesses. But she has yet to learn how mach
brevity is the soul of wit. Surely she must live in
some most quiet nook of ¢ the wide, wide world,” and
the greater part of her American readers must have
much of the old Dutch patience and the primitive
leisure of the days of Rip Van Winkle. Doubtless
the book will have admirers as ardent in the parlors
of Boston as in the farm-houses of the far West, who
will make no complaints of prolixity, and will wish
the book longer even than it is. There is a large
circle in this country also to whom it will be fault-
less. The good people who take forgold whatever
glitters on the shelves of their favorite booksellers,
will be delighted with a work far superior to the
dreary volumes of commonplace which are prepared
for the use of what is called ‘the religious public.’
But we fear that those to whom such a book would
be the most profitable will deem * Queechy’ some-
what tiresome. 'The story is too much drawn out,
and many of the dialogues and descriptions would
be wonderfully improved by condensation.”

The Athenaum has a decent notice of CurTis’s
Howadji in Syria, which by the by, has got meta-
morphosed into The Wanderer in Syria, in the Lon-
don edition.

¢t is about a year since we noticed a book of East-
ern travel called ‘Nile Notes’—evidently by a new
writer, and evincing his possession of various gifis
and graces—warmth of imagination, power of poetic
coloring, and a quick perception of the ludicrous in
character and in incident. We assumed that an au-
thor of so much promise would be heard of again in
the literary arena; and accordingly he is now before
us as ‘The Wanderer in Syria,” and has further
announced a third work under the suggestive title of

VorL. V.—~No. 27.—Dp*

¢ Lotus-Eating.” ¢The Wanderer’ is a continuation
of the author's travels—and is divided between
the Desert, Jerusalem, and Damascus. It is in the
same style of poetic reverie and sentimental scene-
painting as ¢ Nile Notes,’—but it shows that Mr.
Curtis has more than one string to his harp. The
characteristic of his former volume was a low, sad
monotone—the music of the Memnon, in harmony
with the changeless sunshine and stagnant life of
Egypt—with the silence of its sacred river and the
sepulchral grandeur of its pyramids and buried cities.
¢ The Wanderer,’ on the contrary, is never melan-
choly. There is in him a prevailing sense of repose,
but the spirit breathes easily, and the languid hour is
followed by bracing winds from Lebanon. There is
the same warm sunshine,—but the gorgeous colors
and infinite varieties of Eastern life are presented
with greater vivaeity and grace.

“ Mr. CurT1s’s fault is that of Ovid—an over-lus-
ciousness of style—too great a fondness for color.
He cloys the appelite with sweetness. His aim as
a writer should be to obtain a greater depth and va-
riety of manner—irore of contrast in his figures.
He is rich in natural gifts, and time and study will
probably develop in him what is yet wanting of ar-
tistic skill and taste.

< Of Mr. Curtis’s latest work, entitled ¢ Lotus- Eat-
g ; & Summer Book, the Literary Gazette says:

“ A very cheerful and amusing, but always sensible
and intelligent companion is Mr. CurTis. Whether
on the Nile or the Hudson, on the Broadway of New
York or the Grand Canal of Venice, we have one
whose remarks are worth listening to. - Not very
original in his thoughts, nor very deep in his feelings,
we yet read with pleasant assent the record of slmost
every thing that he thinks and feels. This new sum-
mer book is a rough journal of a ramble in the States,
but every chapter is {ull of reminiscences of the old
European world, and an agreeable medley he makes
of his remarks on scenery, and history, and literature,
and mankind, Mr, CurTIs is one of the most cos-
mopolitan writers that America has yet produced.
This light volume is fittingly called a summer book,
just such as will be read with pleasure on the deck
of a steamer, or under the cliffs of some of our mo-
dern Bajwm. It may also teach thoughtless tourists
how to reflect on scenes through which they travel,”

The question whether the honor of the authorship
of the “Imitation of Jesus Christ,” a work held i
the highest esteem in the Roman Catholic church,
and which has been translated imto almost every
living language, belongs to John Gersen or Gessen,
supposed to have been an abbot of the order of Saint
Benedict, at the beginning of the fourteenth century,
or to Thomas 4 Kempis, monk of the order of Regu
lar Canons of the monastery of Mount Saint Agaes,
has given rise to an immense deal of controversy
among Catholic ecclesiastical writers, and has set
the two venerable orders of Benedictines and Regu-
lar Canons terribly by the ears. It has just, how-
ever, been set at rest, by the discovery of manu-
scripts by the Bishop of Bruges, in the Library a1
Brussels, proving beyond all doubt, to his mind, that
Thomas & Kempis really was the author, and not, as
the partisans of Gersen assert, merely the copyist.
The Bishop of Munster has also, singular to relate,
recently discovered old manuseripts which lead him
to the same conclusion. ‘The manuscript of Gersen,
on which his advocates principally relied to prove
that he was the author, must therefore henceforth be
considered only as a copy; it is in the public library
at Valenciennes.
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The last two numbers of the * Leipzig Grenz-
boten” contain, among some half-dozen articles of
special German interest, papers on Gorgey’s Vindi-
cation, on Longfellow, and Margaret Fuller Ossoli,
and on the department of northern antiquities in the
new museum at Berlin. The German critic con-
siders Professor Longfellow’s poetry as a cross be-
tween the “Lakers” and Shelley. Longfellow’s
novels remind him of Goethe and Jean Paul Richter,
and in some instances of Hoffmann. The * Golden
Legend” is of course a frantic imitation of Goethe’s
“Faust.” Margaret Fuller, too, is represented as an
emanation from the German mind.

We learn from the “ Vienna Gazette” that Dr.
Moritz Wagner, the renowned naturalist and mem-
ber of the Vienna Academy of Sciences, has set out
on a journey across the continent of America to New
Orleans, Panama, Columbia, and Peru. Dr. Wag-
ner, accompanied by Dr. Charles Scherzer, who has
undertaken to edit the literary portion of the descrip-
tion of his travels, is expected to devote the next
three years to this expedition, and great are the
hopes of the Vienna papers as to its results.

The ¢ Presse” of Vienna states that Prince Metter-
nich possesses an amulet which Lord Byron formerly
wore round his neck., This amulet, the inseriptions
of which have been recently translated by the cele-
brated Orientalist, von Hammer-Purgstall, contains a
treaty entered into “between Solomon and a she-
devil,” in virtue of which no harm could happen to
the person who should wear the talisman. This
treaty is written half in Turkish and half in Arabic.
It contains besides, prayers of Adam, Noah, Job,
Jonah, and Abraham. The first person who wore
the amulet was Ibrahim, the son of Mustapha, in
1763. Solomon is spoken of in the Koran as the
ruler of men and of devils.

The University of Berlin has celebrated the fif-
tieth anniversary of the nomination to the degrec of
Doctor of M. Lichtenstein, the celebrated natural-
i&, who, since the foundation of the university, in
1810, has occupied the chair of zoology. Three
busts of M. Lichtenstein were inaugurated—one
in the grand gallery of the University, one in the
Zoological Musewn, and the third in the Zoological
Garden of Berlin. Baron Von Huwmboldt delivered
a speech to the professors and students, in which
he detailed at great length the scientific labors of M.
Lichtenstein. Some days before the ceremony, M.
Lichtenstein, who is remarkable for his modesty,
left Berlin for Trieste, from whence he was to pro-
ceed to Alexandria.

Gorgey’s Memoirs of the Hungarian Campaign have
been confiscated, and forbidden throughout Austria.
Exceptions, however, are made in favor of individ-
uals.

"This year, 1852, the Royal Academy of Sweden
has caused its annual medal to be struck to the
memory of the celebrated Swedenborg, one of its
first members. 'The medal, which has already been
distributed to the associates, has, on the obverse,
the head of Swedenborg, with, at the top, the name,
EMANUEL SWEDENBORG ; and underneath, Nat. 1688,
Den.1772. And on the reverse, a mnan in a garment
reaching to the feet, with eyes unbandaged, standing
before the temple of Isis, at the base of which the

goddess is seen. Above is the inscription: Tantoque

exsultat alumno ; and below : Miro natwre investi-
gatori socio quond. @stimatiss. Acad. reg. Scient. Soec.
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In Sweden during the year 1851 there were 1060
books published, and 113 journals. Of the books,
182 were theological, 56 political, 123 legal, &0
historical, 55 politico-economical and technical, 45
educational, 40 philological, 38 medical, 31 mathe-
matical, 22 physical, 18 geographical, 3 asthetical,
and 3 philosophical. Fiction and Belles-Lettres
have 259; but they are mostly translations {rom En-
glish, French, and German. Of these details we
are tempted to say, remarks the Leader, what Jean
Paul’s hero says of the lists of. Errata he has been
50 many years collecting—* Quintus Fixlein de-
clared there were profound conclusions to be drawn
from these Errata; and he advised the reader to
draw them !”

Another eminent and honorable name is added to
the list of victims to the present barbarian Govern-
ment of France. M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire has
refused to take the oath of .allegiance—and he will
accordingly be deprived of the chair which he has
long filled with so much ability at the Collége de
France. The sacrifice which M. St. Hilaire has
made to principle is the more to be honored, since
he has no private fortune, and has reached a time of
life when it is hard to begin the world anew. But
the loss of his well-earned means of subsistence is,
we know, a light evil in his eyes compared to the
loss of a sphere of activity which he regarded as
eminently useful and honorable, and which he had
acquired by twenty-seven years of laborious devo-
tion to learning and philosophy.

Among the few French books worthy of notice,
says the Leader, let us not forget the fourth volume
of Saint Beuve’s charming Causeries du Lundi,
just issued. The volume opens with an account of
Mirabeau’s unpublished dialogues with Sophie, and
some delicate remarks by SaAINTE BEuvy, in the
way of commentary. There are also admirable pa-
pers on Buffon, Madume de Scudery, M. de Bonald,
Pierre Duapont, Saint Evremont et Ninon, Duc de
Lauzun, &c. Although he becomes rather tiresome
if you read much at a time, Sainte Beuve is the
best article writer (in our Macaulay sense) France
posscsses. With varied and extensive knowledge,
a light, glancing, sensitive mind, and a style of great
finesse, though somewhat spoiled by affectation, he
contrives to throw a new interest round the old-
est topics ; he is, moreover, an excellent eritic.
Les Causeries du Lundi is by far the best of his
works.

Dramatic literature is lucrative in France. The
statement of finances laid before the Dramatic Soci-
ety shows, that during the years 185152, sums paid
for picces amount to 917,531 francs (upward of
£36,000). It would be difficult to show that En-
glish dramatists have received as many hundreds.
The sources of these payments are thus indicated :
Theatres of Paris, 705,363 francs; the provincial
theatres, 195,450 franes (or nearly eight thousand
pounds ; whereas the English provinces return about
eight hundred pounds a year !)~—and suburbag the-
atres, 16,717 francs. To these details we may add
the general receipts of all the theatres in Phris dur-
ing the year—viz., six millions seven hundred and
seventy-one thousand francs, or £270,840.



