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niacassar-oil graciosity, and then tripping cmt 
again : and, in fact, I perceived that Coletti and 
Cerito and the Rhythmic Arts were a mere ac­
companiment here. 

Wonderful to see ; and sad, if you had eyes ! 
Do but think of it. Cleopatra threw pearls into 
her drink, in mere waste ; which was reckoned 
foolish of her. But here had the Modern Aris­
tocracy of men brought the divinest of its Arts, 
heavenly Music itself; and piling all the uphol­
steries and ingenuities that other human art 
could do, had lighted them into a bonfire to illu­
minate an hour's flirtation of Singedelomme, 
Mahogany, and these Improper-Persons ! Never 
in Nature had I seen such waste before. O 
Colletti, you whose inborn melody, once of kin­
dred as I judged to ' the Melodies eternal, ' might 
have valiantly weeded out this and the other 
felse thing from the ways of men, and made a 
bit of God's creation more melodious—they have 
purchased you away from tha t ; chained you to 
the wheel of Prince Mahogany's chariot, and 
here you make sport for a macassar Singedelom­
me and his Improper-Females past the prime of 
life ! Wretched spiritual Nigger, oh, if you had 
some genius, and were not a born Nigger with 
mere appetite for pumpkin, should you have en­
dured such a lot ? I lament for you, beyond all 
other expenses. Other expenses are l ight ; you 
are the Cleopatra's pearl that should not have 
been flung into Mahogany's claret-cup. And 
Rossini, too, and Mozart, and Bellini— Oh 
Heavens, when I think that Music too is con­
demned to be mad and to burn herself, to this 
end, on such a funeral pile—your celestial Opera-
house grows dark and infernal to me ! Behind 
its glitter stalks the shadow of Eternal Death ; 
through it too I look not ' up into the divine eye,' 
as Richter has it, ' but down into the bottomless 
eyesockef—not up toward God, Heaven, and 
the Throne of Tru th , but too truly down toward 
Falsity, Vacuity, and the dwelling-place of Ever­
lasting Despair 

Good sirs, surely I by no means expect the 
Opera will abolish itself this year or the next. But 
if you ask me. W h y heroes are not born now, 
why heroisms are not done now ? I will answer 
you. It is a world all calculated for strangling of 
heroisms. At every ingress into life, the genius 
of the world lies in wait for heroisms, and by 
seduction or compulsion unweariedly does its ut­
most to pervert them or extinguish them Y e s ; 
to its Hells of sweating tailors, distressed needle­
women, and the like, this Opera of yours is the 
appropriate Heaven ! Of a truth, if you will 
read a Psalm of Asaph till you understand it, 
and then come hither and hear the Rossini-and-
Ooletti Psalm, you will find the ages have alter­
ed a good deal 

Nor do I wish all men to become Psalmist 
Asaphs and fanatic Hebrews. Far other is my 
wish ; far other, and wider, is now my notion 
of this Universe. Populations of stern faces, 
stern as any Hebrew, but capable withal of burst­
ing into inextinguishable laughter on ocrasion ; 
—do you understand that new and better form 

of character? Laughter also, if it come from 
the heart, is a heavenly thing. But, at least and 
lowest, I would have you a Population abhorring 
phantasms ;—abhorring unveracity in all th ings; 
and in your ' amusements, ' which are voluntary 
and not compulsory things, abhorring it most 
impatiently of all 

H I G H L I F E IN T H E F I F T E E N T H CEN­
T U R Y . 

¥ E gain the following glimpse of the manners 
of the upper classes in England, four hun­

dred years ago, from the journal of ELIZABETH 
WooDviLLE, subsequently Lady Grey, and final­
ly Queen o{ Edward IV. Royalty in petto seems 
to have taken, with a most refreshing cordiality, 
to the avocations of baking and brewing, pig-
tending, poultry-feeding, and pony-catching. 

" Monday morning.—(Rose at 4 o'clock, and 
helped Catherine to milk the cows. Rachel, the 
dairy-maid, having scalded her hand in so bad a 
manner the night before ; made a poultice, and 
gave Robin a penny to get something from the 
apothecary. 

" 6 o'clock.—The buttock of beef too much boil­
ed, and beer a little s tale; (mem) to talk to the 
cook about the first fault, and to mend the other 
myself by tapping a fresh barrel immediately. 

" 7 o'clock.—Went to walk with the lady my 
mother in the court-yard; fed 25 men and wo­
men ; chid Roger severely for expressing some 
ill-will at attending us with some broken meat. 

" 8 o'clock.—Went into the paddock behind the 
house with my maid Dorothy ; caught Thump, 
the little pony, myself; rode a matter of ten 
miles without saddle or bridle. 

" 10 o'clock.—Went to dinner. John Grey, 
a most comely youth ; but what is that to me ̂  
a virtuous maid should be entirely under the di­
rection of her parents. John ate but little, and 
stole a great many tender glances at me. Said 
women could never be handsome in his eyes, 
who were not good tempered. I hope my tem­
per is not intolerable ; nobody finds fault with it 
but Roger, and he is the most disorderly youth 
in our house. John Grey likes white tee th ; my 
teeth are a pretty good color. I think my hair 
is as black as jet—tho' I say i t ; and John Grey, 
if I mistake not, is of the same opinion. 

" 1 1 o'clock.—Rose from the table—the com­
pany all desirous of walking in the field. John 
Grey lifted me over every stile, and twice squeez­
ed my hand with much vehemence. I can not 
say I should have much objection, for he plays 
at prison bar as well as any of the country gen­
tlemen ; is remarkably dutiful to his parents, 
my lord and lady, and never misses church on 
Sunday. 

" 3 o'clock.—Poor Farmer Robinson's house 
burnt down by accidental fire. John Grey pro­
posed a subscription among the company for the 
relief of the farmer, and gave no less than four 
pounds with this benevolent intent. (Mem) never 
saw him look so comely as at this moment. 

" 4 o'clock.—Went to prayers. 
" 6 o'clock.—Fed hogs and poultry. 
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UNITED STATES. 

TH E arrival of M. KOSSUTH has been the chief 
event, so far as public interest is concerned, of 

the past month. The manifestations of popular re­
gard and admiration of which he has been the object, 
have been most remarkable, and are entirely without 
example. That a foreigner, whose name, five years 
ago, was not known to a thousand people in the 
United States, and whose subsequent career has 
been upon a field so remote from general knowledge 
and interest as the plains of Hungary, should have 
arousedadegree of enthusiasm neverequaled hitherto, 
is a phenomenon which finds its only explanation in his 
extraordinary ability, and the character of the heroic 
struggle in which he has been engaged. M. KOSSUTH 
and his suite arrived in the American steamer Hum­
boldt, on the morning of Friday, December 4th. At 
the request of the Mayor of New York he remained 
for a day on Staten Island, at the residence of Dr. 
Doane, until the authorities of New York could pre­
pare for his public reception in that city. He was 
immediately waited upon by numerous deputations, 
presenting addresses of congratulation and respect, 
to all of which he made pertinent replies. The citi­
zens of Staten Island gave him a public reception on 
Friday, at which he spoke for half an hour;—he re­
ferred to the general objects of his visit to the Unit­
ed States, which were, to advance the interests of 
his own country ; and repelled some of the slanders 
which have been put in circulation against him. On 
Saturday he entered the city of New York, amidst 
vast numljers of its people who had gutiiered to meet 
him, and whose enthusiasm exceeded all bounds. 
He made a brief address at Castle Garden, joined a 
great procession around the city, and reviewed the 
troops at the City HaU. His address was merely 
introductory to the purposes of his visit here. He 
expressed the warmest gratitude for the interference 
of the United States to release bim from captivity, 
and for the reception with which he had been hon­
ored. He spoke of the condition of his country with 
the deepest feeling, and expressed a hope that the 
United States would extend their aid to prevent 
foreign powers from crushing Hungary. He said 
he desired some little time, not only to recruit his 
heallh, which had suffered somewhat from his voy­
age, but also to examine the ground upon which he 
must stand in his labors for his country.—The few 
days succeeding were passed in comparative retire­
ment, though on every day numerous deputations 
from various parts of the country waited upon him 
to tender their congratulations, and to invite him to 
their respective sections. 

On the evening of Thursday, the 12th uH., the Cor­
poration of New York City entertained M. Kossuth 
at a splendid banquet, at which he made a very long 
and very able speech, explaining the purposes which 
had lirought him to the United States, and the action 
which he desired should be taken by the people, and 
vindicating their propriety and necessity. He began 
by saying that Washington's alleged policy of non­
interference in European affairs was the greatest ob­
stacle which he encountered to the prosecution of his 
plans. Supposing even that such a doctrine had been 
bcqnenthed by Washington, he insisted that it could not 
possibly be applicable to the present greatly-changed 
condition of the country. But Washington, in his 
judgment, had never recommended such a policy. 
H'̂  only recommended neutrality : and there was a 
gical difference between these two ideas. Neutral­

ity relates to a state of war between belligerent pow­
ers : and in such contentions Washington wisely ad­
vised his countrymen to maintain a position of neu­
trality. But non-interference relates to the sovereign 
right of nations to dispose of themselves; this right 
is a public law of nations—common to all, and, there­
fore, put under the common guarantee of all. This 
law the citizens of the United States must recognize, 
because their own independence rests upon it. And 
they could not, therefore, remain indifferent to its 
violation. Washington never advised such indiffer­
ence, as his instructions to our Minister in France, 
and his correspondence, show. But even neutrality 
was recommended by Washington, not as a Constitu­
tional principle, of permanent obligation, but only as 
3.policy—suited to temporary exigencies^—which pasa 
away. Washington himself declared, that his motive 
was to enable the country to gain time, to settle and 
mature its institutions to that degree of strength and 
consistency which would give it the command of its 
ovvn fortunes. And in a letter to Lafayette, he said, 
that twenty years of peace would bring the country 
to that degree of power and wealth which would en­
able it, in a just cause, to defy whatever power on 
earth. M. Kossuth then proceeded to show, that in the 
history of this country this policy had been steadily 
developed. He referred to the declaration of the Gov­
ernment that they would not permit the interference 
of European powers with the revolted Spanish Col­
onies. True, this doctrine was restricted to this Con­
tinent, because it was so distant from Europe, and be­
cause the Atlantic separated us from European na­
tions. Both these ol)jections have been superseded. 
Europe is now nearer to us than many parts of our 
own country : and the Atlantic now connects Europe 
and America, instead of separating them. Commer­
cial interest required the United States to prevent the 
overgrowth of Absolutism in Europe, because that 
growth is, and must be hostile to intercourse with a 
republican country. If these absolutist powers, more­
over, should become victorious in Europe, and then 
united, they would aim a blow at Republicanism on 
this Continent. M. Kossuth proceeded to quote from 
Mr. Fillmore's late Message the declaration, that the 
deep interest we feel in every struggle for liberty, 
" forbids that we should be indifferent to a case, in 
which the strong arm of a foreign power is invoked 
to stifle public sentiment, and repress the spirit of 
freedom in any country." He quoted also similar 
declarations from Washington and from Mr. Web­
ster, and claimed that he had thus fully established, 
on American autliority, that all nations are bound to 
interfere to prevent any one nation from interfering 
in the concerns of any other. He then considered the 
objections that may be urged against carrying this 
principle into effect. The objection that it is not our 
business, was met by the denial of any nation to live 
only for itself: every nation is bound to obey the Di­
vine injunction—" Do unto others as ye would that 
others should do unto you." The objection against 
such a step because it might lead to war, was an­
swered by saying, that it would prevent war—that the 
union of the United States and of England, in a pro­
test against the intervention of Russia in the affairs 
of Hungary, would be sufRcient to stop it, and to pre­
vent war. He wished, therefore, that the people of 
this country should adopt resolution.^, requesting their 
Govemmeiit to take such a step. He sketched briefly 
the history of the Hungarian struggle, and concluded 
by proposing three distinct measures which he de 
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siied at the hands of the American people :—1st. A 
declaration, conjointly with England, against the in­
terference of Russia in the affairs of Hungary; 2d. 
A declaration that the United States will maintain 
commerce with European nations, whether they are 
in a state of revolution or not; and 3d. That the peo­
ple would recognize Hungary as an independent na­
tion. These three steps, taken by the people and 
Government of the United States in concert with 
those of England, he was confident, would prevent 
Russian intervention, and enable Hungary to assert 
and maintain her position as one among the inde­
pendent nations of the earth. He also appealed to 
the people for aid to Hungary, in gifts and loans of 
money. The speech was eminently argumentative 
and calm in its tone. It was heard with universal 
pleasure and admiration. 

On the evening of Monday, Dec. 15th, the Members 
of the Press in the City of New York gave M. KOS­
SUTH a splendid banquet at the Astor House. The 
large hall was very elegantly decorated, and a com­
pany of nearly three hundred sat down at table. Mr. 
W, C. BRYANT presided. KOSSUTH commenced his 
speech by speaking of the power of the Press, and its 
freedom in the United States—the only countr>', in 
his opinion, where that freedom was truly practical 
and useful to the great mass of the people. The 
devotion of this country to the cause of Education 
he regarded as its greatest glory. And he desired to 
appeal to the people, thus fitted by their education 
and their press to form an intelligent and correct 
judgment, on behalf of his country's cause. He was 
proud to remember that he commenced, his public 
career as a journalist; and he drew a graphic picture 
of the circumstances under which journalists in des­
potic countries, with fettered hands and a censor at 
their side, are compelled to perform their task. He 
then proceeded to correct some very remarkable mis­
representations of the Hungarian cause to which cur­
rency had been given. The United States had a na­
tional government, in spite of the great variety of 
languages spoken within their borders. Now, if the 
various races in the Union should refuse to receive 
the laws, the liberties, the protection, and the free­
dom of the general government, and sacrifice all these 
to language—each claiming to set up a government in 
which its own language should alone be used—we 
should have an example here of the manner in which 
the several races of Hungary had been excited to re­
bellion by the wiles of Austria. He dwelt at some 
length upon the superior numbers of those in Hungary 
speaking the Magyar tongue, over those speaking all 
others; and upon the Pansclavic league, which pro­
fessed to seek to unite all speaking Sclavic in a 
common cause, but which was really a trick of despots 
to destroy their freedom. The Hungarian Diet had 
not abolished any other tongue ; it had only replaced 
the dead Latin by a living language. It was, there­
fore, untrue that the Hungarians had struggled for 
the dominion of their own race ; they struggled for 
civil, political, social, and religious freedom, common 
to all, against Austrian despotism ; the ruling princi­
ple of the nation was, to have Republican institutions, 
founded on universal suffrage—so that the majority 
of the people shall rule in every respect and in all 
departments. This was the principle for which they 
wo||Fi live, and for which they were willing to die. 
He entreated the aid of the United States in* that 
great struggle. The speech was heard with interest, 
and was followed by speeches from a large number 
of gentlemen connected with the City Press. 

The Thirty-second Congress met, in its first ses­
sion, on the 1st of December. A caucus of the Dem­

ocratic members met on the Saturday evening pre­
vious :—at this meeting a resolution pledging the 
party to sustain the Compromise measures was laid 
upon the table by a vote of 50 to 30—mainly on the 
ground that it was not a proper occasion for action 
upon that subject. On Monday morning, a caucus 
of Whig members was held, and a similar resolution 
was passed. In the House of Representatives, 
Hon. Linn Boyd of Kentucky was elected Speaker, 
and John W. Forney of Pennsylvania, Clerk. 

A resolution, ofl̂ ered by Mr. Seward of New York, 
declaring that, on behalf of the People of the United 
States, Congress extended to Kossuth a welcome to 
the Capital and to the Country, was passed, there 
being six nays in the Senate and sixteen in the 
House of Representatives. Some little debate was 
had upon the subject in the Senate,—but none in 
the House.—Senator Foote, of Mississippi, offered 
a series of resolutions declaring the Compromise 
measures of 1850 a final settlement of the questions 
to which they relate. They were under discussion 
in the Senate when our Record closed. 

The President's Message was sent in on Tues­
day. It presents in a clear and able manner the 
condition of the country, and the events of the past 
year. It congratulates Congress on the preservation 
of peace, and on the abatement of those sectional 
agitations which for a time threatened to disturb the 
harmony of the Union. A detailed narrative is given 
of the invasion of Cuba, and the events by which it 
was followed. The steamer Pampero, with about 
400 men, left New Orleans for Cuba on the 3d of 
August, in spite of the precautions which had been 
taken to prevent it. The expedition was set on foot 
in palpable violation of the laws of the United States. ^ 
The steamer landed those on board on the night of 
August 11th, at Playtas, twenty leagues from Ha­
vana, whence the main body of them marched to an 
inland village in the interior. The remainder were 
attacked on the 13th, by a body of Spanish troops, 
captured, taken to Havana and shot. The main 
body was dispersed August 24th, and their leader, 
Lopez, executed on the 1st of September. Of those 
taken prisoners several were pardoned, and about 
160 sent to Spain. The Government will spare no 
proper efforts to procure their release ; but its pur­
pose is proclaimed to enforce rigidly the laws which 
prevent its citizens from interfering with the con­
cerns of foreign nations. No individuals, it is de­
clared, have a right to hazard the peace of the coun­
try or to violate its laws, upon vague notions of 
altering or reforming governments in other states ; 
but every independent nation, it is added, must be 
able to defend its possessions against unauthoi'izcd 
individuals banded together to attack them. The 
Government of the United States will rigidly adhere 
to, and enforce its policy of neutrality, which they 
were among the first to proclaim and establish. 
Friendly relations with all, but entangling alliances 
with none, is declared to be our policy. '* Our true 
mission is not to propagate our opinions, or impose 
upon other countries our form of government, by 
artifice or force ; but to teach by example, and show 
by our success, moderation, and justice, the blessings 
of self-government, and the advantages of free insti­
tutions. Let every people choose for itself, and 
make and alter its political institutions to suit its 
own condition and convenience. But, while we 
avow and maintain this neutral policy ourselves, we 
are anxious to see the same forbearance on the part 
of other nations whose forms of government are dif­
ferent from our own. The deep interest which we 
feel in the spread of liberal principles, and the estab-
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lishment of free governments, and the sympathy with 
which we witness every struggle against oppression, 
forbid that we should be ij^difFerent to a case in 
which the strong arm of a foreign power is invoked 
to stifle public sentiment, and repress the spirit of 
freedom in any country." The governments of 
France and Great Britain have issued orders to their 
commanders on the West India station to prevent, 
by force if necessary, the landing of invaders upon 
the coast of Cuba. Our govemmeiit has taken proper 
precautions to prevent the execution of these orders 
from interfering with the maritime rights of the Unit­
ed States. The principle that in every regularly 
documented merchant vessel, the crew who navigate 
it, and those on board of it, will find their protection 
in the flag that is over them, will be rigidly enforced in 
all cases, and at all hazards. No American ship can 
be allowed to be visited and searched for the purpose 
of ascertaining the character af individuals on board, 
nor can there be allowed any watch by the vessels 
of any foreign nation over American vessels on the 
coasts of the United States or the seas adjacent 
thereto. The French government has given orders 
to its commanders to respect the Hag of the United 
States wherever it might appear.—The outrages 
committed at New Orleans upon the Spanish Con­
sul are recited and deeply deplored. The President 
considers the legislation of the country, for the pro­
tection or punishment of consuls, insufficient. The 
attention of Congress is asked to the question of re­
ciprocal trade between Canada and the United States, 
and to the survey of the Oregon boundary. Louis 
Napoleon has accepted the post of arbiter in the dis­
pute between Portugal and the United States, con­
cerning the General Armstrong. The steps taken 
by Congress to procure the release of Kossvith are 
recited, and the President recommends to Congress 
to consider in what manner Governor Kossuth and 
his companions, brought hither by its authority, shall 
be received and treated.—It is hoped that the differ­
ences between France and the Sandwich Islands 
maybe adjusted so as to secure the independence of 
those islands—which has been recognized by the 
United States, as well as by several European na­
tions.—The disturbances in Mexico are deplored :— 
steps have been taken to prevent American citizens 
from aiding the rebellion in the northern departments. 
A convenUon has been entered into between Mexico 
and the United States, intended to impart a feeling 
of security to those citizens of the United States 
who hav ê undertaken to construct a railroad across 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec ;—it has not yet, how­
ever, been ratified by the Congress and Executive 
of that country. The only object which our govern­
ment has had in view, has been the construction of 
a passage from ocean to ocean, the shortest and best 
for travelers and merchandise,, and equally open to 
all the world. It has sought neither territorial ac­
quisition, nor any advantages peculiar to itself It 
will therefore continue to exert all proper efforts to 
secure the co-operation of Mexico,—The republic of 
Nicaragua has been so much disturbed by internal 
convulsions, that nothing can be done as yet toward 
disposing of the questions pending between the two 
countries.—Inter-oceanic communication from the 
mouth of the St. John to the Pacific has been so far 
accomplished that passengers and merchandise have 
been transported over it. A considerable part of the 
railroad across the isthmus has been completed. 
Peace has been concluded between the contending 
parties in the island of St. Domingo. The office of 
Commissioner to China is not yet filled:—a higher 
salary is asked for it. 

The aggregate receipts of the last fiscal year 
amounted to $52,312,979 :—the total expenditures 
$48,005,878. The total imports of the year were 
$215,725,995, of which $4,967,901 was in specie. 
The total exports were $217,517,130, of which 
$29,231,880 was in specie. Since the 1st of Decem­
ber 1850, the payments on account of the principal 
of the public debt have amounted to £^7,501,45G, 
which includes $3,242,400 paid to Mexico and 
$2,591,253 awarded to American citizens under the 
Mexican treaty. The public debt on the 20th of 
November, exclusive of stock authorized to he issued 
to Texas, was $62,560,395. The receipts for the 
next fiscal year are estimated at $51,800,000. The 
total expenditures for the next year are estimated at 
$42,892,299, of which $33,343,198 will be needed 
for the ordinary expenses of the government, and 
$9,549,101 for payments of the public debt and ex­
penses consequent on our territorial acquisitions. 
The value of our exports is $43,648,322 more than 
it was the year before last, but this is owing mainly 
to the increased price of cotton. The value of our 
exports of bread stuffs and provisions has fallen from 
$68,701,92; in 1847, to $26,051,373 in 1850, and to 
$21,948,653 in 1851, with a strong probability of a 
still farther reduction in the current year. In the 
exports of rice and tobacco there has also been a 
large decrease. These facts are cited as showing 
the fallacy of expecting increased exports from a re­
duced tariff. The production of gold in California, 
it is feared, will tend to increase our imports beyond 
a healthy demand. We have exported specie during 
the year to the amount of $24,263,979 beyond our 
imports. Of the stock due to Texas only five mill­
ions have been issued. The President recommends 
a change in the Tariff so as to convert ad vaJorem into 
specific duties, wherever it is possible, and also to 
discriminate in favor of American industry. The 
cash sales of the public lands exceed those of the 
previous year. Proper steps have been taken for a 
survey of the mineral lands of California. The 
establishment of an agricultural bureau is recom­
mended. The President also recommends appro­
priations for internal improvements, and the more 
effectual protection of our frontiers from Indian in­
cursions. The expenditures of the War Depsirtment 
for the year were $9,060,268 : the estimates for the 
next year are $7,898,775. The return of the Arctic 
Expedition is noticed : the estimates for the navy 
during the ensuing year are $5,856,472. The length 
of mail routes at the end of the year was 196,290 
miles : the annual transportation thereon 53,273,252 
miles : and the total cost $3,421,754 The length of 
the foreign mail routes is estimated at 18,349 miles; 
and the annual transportation thereon at 615,206 
miles. The annual cost of this service is $1,472,187, 
of which $448,937 is paid by the Post Office Depart­
ment, and $1,023,250 is paid through the Navy De­
partment. The annual transportation wifhin the 
United States (excluding the service in California 
and Oregon), exceeds that of the preceding year 
6,162,855 miles, at an increased cost of $547,110. 
The whole number of post offices in the United 
States, on the 30th day of June last, was 19,796. 
There were 1,098 post offices established, and 256 
discontinued, during the year. The gross revenues 
of the Department for the fiscal year, incluHing the 
appropriations for the franked matter of Con<rress, of 
the Departments, and officers of Government, and ex-
clud,ing the foreign postages, collected for and payable 
to the British post office, amounted to $6,727,860 78. 
The expendit\ires for the same period amounted to 
$6,024,566 79; leaving a balance of revenue over the 
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proper expendi tures of the year of $703,299 99. T h e 
receipts for postages during the year (excluding the 
foreign postages collected for and payable to the 
Bri t ish post office) amounted to $6,345,747 21 , being 
an increase of $997,610 79, or 18 G5-100 p e r c e n t over 
the like receipts for the preceding year. No reliable 
es t imate can as yet be formed of the effect of the re­
duction of pos tage : it is believed, however , that the 
receipts will be diminished. T h e pos tmaster general 
recommends adherence to the p resen t ra tes of let ter 
postage, and advises against a further reduct ion unti l 
it shall be justified by the revenues of the Depart­
ment . H e recommends a revision of the ra tes of 
postage on pr inted matter . T h e P res iden t urges the 
appoin tment of a commission to revise the public 
s ta tu tes of the Un i t ed S ta tes . Measu res have been 
taken, pursuan t to law, for the ex tens ion of the 
Capitol. It is deeply regretted that the execution of 
the fugitive slave law should have been resis ted in 
one or two ins tances : the purpose of the P res iden t 
is rei terated to secure its enforcement. T h e Mes­
sage recommends that the Compromise measures of 
1850 be regarded as a final se t t lement of the ques­
t ions to which they relate . 

Repor ts from several of the Depar tments -were 
submit ted with the Message : but as all their mater ial 
s t a tements are embodied in that document , further 
reference to them is not essential . It w a s also ac­
companied ijy a voluminous diplomatic correspond­
ence with the representa t ives of Spa in , Eng land and 
F r a n c e , on topics connected wi th the invasion of 
Cuba. On being informed that the F rench and E n ­
glish naval forces had been directed to aid Spain in 
prevent int^ by force the invasion of Cuba, the Secre­
tary of S la te wrote to the F rench minis ter pointing 
out the injurious cousequenceg that might resul t from 
such an interference in a mat ter with which they had 
no direct concern. T h e government of the Uni ted 
S ta tes had shown its wil l ingness and de terminat ion 
to prevent such invasions, and no hostile expedit ion 
cosild be fitted out against that province formidable 
enough to create any alarm for the safety of Cuba. 
T h e position of Cuba, moreover, in the line of direct 
commerce with Eu rope , rendered such an interposi­
tion especially objectionable. T h e government of 
F r a n c e and those of other E u r o p e a n na t ions , were 
long s ince informed that the Uni ted S ta t e s could not 
see that is land transferred by Spa in to any other 
European s ta te with indifference ; and such a pro­
tec tora te ns these orders to their squadron implied, 
might lead to resul t s equally objectionable. All ex­
per ience proves, it was added, that the rights, inter­
est , and peace of the cont inents of Eu rope and 
Amer ica will be best preserved by the forbearance 
of each to interfere in the affairs of the other. T h e 
F r e n c h minis ter in his reply acknowledged the perfect 
propriety of the at t i tude of the Amer ican government , 
and repudiated the thought that F r ance en te r ta ined 
doubts of the disposition of the Uni ted S ta t e s to 
prevent the invasion of Cuba from their shores. 
Amer ica , he s ays , is now closely connected wi th 
E u r o p e by the interest of commerce , and the nat ions 
of the two cont inents are so dependen t upon each 
other, that the effects of any event on one side are 
immediate ly felt on the other. Fu l l explanat ions 
were offered to the Spanish government in regard to 
the insults to which the Span ish consul was subjected 
in N e w Orleans , and the liberation of the Amer ican 
pr isoners in Cuba was strongly urged. 

A sad accident occurred in N e w York city on the 
27th of November. In a large public school, in the 
N in th W a r d , one of the teachers was se ized with 
paralysis . T h e c i rcumstance a larmed her pupi ls , 

and their sc reams crea ted a sudden panic throughout 
all the school. Immense numbers rushed to the s ta i rs , 
the banis ters of which ^ a v e way , and they fell one 
upon another, upon the s tone floor below. Forty-
three chi ldren were killed by this sad ca tas t rophe . 
T h e Coroner 's Inquest discovered nothing except 
that the stairs were improperly and insecurely con­
s t ructed. 

In Mississ ippi the Const i tu t ional Convenl ion ad­
journed on the 17th November , after adopting reso­
lutions declaring the acquiescence of the S ta te in the 
Compromise and the Union , but declar ing that it 
would secede in case Congress should repeal the 
Fugi t ive Slave law, or in any way interfere with 
s lavery in the S ta tes . T h e s ame Convent ion adopt­
ed by a vote of 72 to 17, a resolution declarlnsj^ that 
the asser ted right of secess ion is ut ter ly unsanc t ion­
ed by the Const i tu t ion , and that it can not, in fact, 
t ake place without a subversion of the U n i on and a 
civil revolution. 

Mr. John S. Thrasher , the American in H a v a n a , to 
whose case we al luded in our last Monthly Record , has 
had his trial (if the process to which he was subject­
ed deserves such a name) , and has been sen tenced 
to imprisonment for eight years on the coast of Afri­
ca. H e was th rown into prison and kept there for 
some weeks , unti l the 15th of November , when he 
was t r ied before a court mart ial . H e was not al low­
ed counsel , no wi tnesses were examined, and the 
proceeding was wholly a farce. T h e charges agains t 
him were of the most pueri le k ind , and not the slight­
est proof of thei r t ruth w a s offered. Ye t he w a s 
convicted, sen tenced , and sen t from Havana in a 
Span ish ship of war. H e has published a brief ap­
peal to the government and people of the Uni ted 
S ta te s , in which he se t s forth the gross illegality of 
the whole proceeding. 

T h e official re turns of the S t a t e election in N e w 
York have jus t been declared as follows : 

Judge of Court 
of Appeals. 

Sec. of State. 

Comptroller. 

Treasurer. 

Canal Com. 

State Engineer. 

Ins. State Pris, 

Johnson 
Foote 
Randal 
Forsytti 
Wrigtit 
Patterson 
Welch 
Cook 
AVheaton 
Fitzhugh 
McAlpine 
Seymour 
Storms 
Wells 

(Dem.) 
(Whig) 
(Dem.) 
(Whig) 
(Dem.) 
(Whig) 
(Dem.) 
(Whig) 
(Dem.) 
(Whig) 
(Dem.) 
(Whig) 
(Dem.) 
(Whig) 

201,144 
197.823 
199,42') 
198,582 
2(10,790 
200,532 
200.465 
200^093 
20a,234 
201,147 
203,032 
199.304 
202,^OI 
198,578 

3,321 Maj. 

844 Maj. 

258 Maj, 

228 Maj. 

913 Maj. 
3,728 Maj. 

4,223 Maj 

T h e aggregate vote in all the d is t r ic t s , for Sena tors 
and Members of Assembly, w a s as follows : 

Senators, 
Whig ticket 199,556 
Democratic 199,412 

Whig majority 144 

Assembly. 
19:),3t)7 
197,170 

2,197 

F r o m C A L I F O R N I A w e have n e w s to the 1st of 
November . Over three mill ions of dollars in gold 
dus t have been received dur ing the month. T h e 
new s is not of special interest . T h e success of the 
miners cont inued undiminished , and n e w deposi ts 
and veins of gold were discovered daily. From want 
of rain, however , washing the auriferous ear th w a s 
a t tended wi th difficulty and delay. T h e capital has 
been removed back to San Jose . A Convenl ion w a s 
held in the southern count ies , on tne 20th of Octo­
ber, to take s teps for a division of the S ta te . A 
declarat ion w a s adopted set t ing forth the reasons for 
this measu re , which is ascribed main ly to the in­
equali ty of taxat ion, the dis tance of that sect ion from 
the seat of government , and the inadequate protec-
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