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ing that movements in Europe had neither interest 
nor importance for the United States, denying the 
justice of the Hungarian struggle, and assailing the 
character of Kossuth. 

The correspondence between the governments of 
England and the United States in regard to the in­
sult offered to the steamer Prometheus by the English 
brig-of-war Express, at Greytown, has been published. 
The first letter is from Mr. Webster to Mr. Lawrence, 
instructing him to inquire whether the English gov­
ernment sanctioned the act of the officer. The last 
is from Earl Granville, dated January 10th, in which 
he states that an official statement of the case had 
been received. The Vice Admiral on the West In­
dian Station had already disavowed the act, and 
denied the right of any British vessel to enforce the 
fiscal regulations of Mosquito, and had forbidden the 
Commander of the Express from again employing 
force in any similar case. Earl Granville states that 
these representations were fully ratified by the En­
glish government; and that they entirely disavowed 
the act of violence, and had no hesitation in offering 
an ample apology for that which they consider to have 
been an infraction of treaty engagements. 

Official intelligence has been received of the ap­
pointment of John S. Crompton, Esq., who has been 
for some years connected with the British legation at 
Washington, as Minister Plenipotentiary in place of 
Sir Henry Bulwer.—It is understood that Mr. John 
S. Thrasher, who was convicted of sundry offenses 
against the Spanish authority in Cuba, and sentenced 
to imprisonment for seven years on the African coast, 
has been pardoned by the Queen of Spain, as have 
also all the Cuban prisoners. 

The political parties are beginning to take meas­
ures concerning the approaching Presidential elec­
tion. The Whigs in the Legislature of Maine held a 
meeting on the 27th of January, at which they adopt­
ed a series of resolutions, in favor of a National Con­
vention to be held at Philadelphia on the 17th of 
June, and nominating General Scott for President, 
and Governor Jones of Tennessee, for Vice-Presi­
dent, subject to the decision of that Convention. A 
Democratic State Convention was held at Austin, 
Texas, January 8tb, at which resolutions were adopt­
ed, setting forth the party creed, and nominating 
General Houston for the Presidency. In Alabama 
a Democratic State Convention has nominated Will­
iam R. King for the Presidency. 

The Legislature of Wisconsin met on the 15th of 
January. Governor Farwell's Message states that 
owing to the want of funds, the appropriations of last 
year were not paid within the sum of $38,283. He 
recommends the passage of a general banking law, 
and amendments of the school law, and opposes 
granting public lands in aid of works of internal im­
provement. He advises that Congress be memorial­
ized upon sundry topics of general interest, among 
which are the establishment of an Agricultural bu­
reau, the improvement of rivers and harbors, and a 
modification of the present tariff. The Legisla­
ture of Louisiana met on the 26th ult. The Gov­
ernor's Message is mainly devoted to local topics. 
He advises the appropriation of money for a monu­
ment to General Jackson. The Legislature of 
Texas has been discussing a proposition to appropri­
ate a million of dollars, of the five millions to be re­
ceived from the United States, together with other 
funds, to the establishment of a system of Common 
Schools. The bill had passed the House. A bill 
has been passed ratifying the classification of the 
public debt submitted by the Governor and Comp­
troller. 

A letter from Honorable James Buchanan has been 
published, addressed to a Mississippi Democratic 
Convention, urging the necessity of a strict limitation 
of the powers of the Federal Government, and at­
tributing to a growing spirit of centralization the evils 
we now experience. Colonel Benton has also 
written a letter to the Democracy of St. Louis Coun­
ty, urging them to blot from the records of the Legis­
lature, the resolutions in favor of nullification, adopt­
ed some time since. 

From CALIFORNIA we have news to Jan. 20th. It 
is not, however, of much importance. The country 
had been visited by a succession of very heavy rain 
storms, which had swollen the rivers, and in some 
cases cut off land communication between the towns. 
The location of the seat of government is still unde­
cided. The Indian difficulties had been quelled for 
the present at least, but fears were entertained of new 
outbreaks. Fresh discoveries of gold were still made. 

One-third of the city of San Juan de Nicaragua, 
the most valuable portion, was destroyed by fire on 
the 4th of February. 

Later advices from N E W MEXICO represent the 
condition of the southern part of the country as most 
unhappy, in consequence of the violent and deadly 
hostility of the Apache Indians. They have been 
provoked by the Mexicans, and wreak their venge­
ance indiscriminately on the whole country. The 
provisions of the U. S. Government for keeping the 
Indians in check have been wholly unavailing, main­
ly from a wrong disposition of the troops. Steps are 
now taken to establish posts at various points through­
out the Indian Country, as this has been found the 
most effectual means for preventing their depreda­
tions.—The silver mine discovered at Taos proves 
to be exceedingly rich ; and the gold diggings on the 
Gila are as productive as ever. 

MEXICO. 

We have intelligence from the City of Mexico to 
the 28th of December. Congress was again in ses­
sion, but had not completed its organization. On the 
20th, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Senor Ramirez, 
received the representatives of Foreign Powers, and 
listened to extended remarks from them in favor of 
modifications in the Mexican tariff. The whole sub­
ject will probably soon be brought before Congress. 
The Indians in the State of Durango continue their 
ravages; the inefficiency of the measures taken 
against them by the government is loudly condemned. 
A riot, directed against the government, occurred on 
the 18th, in the State of Puebla, but it was speedily 
suppressed. In Tehuantepec a more serious move­
ment had occurred under the lead of Ex-Governor 
Ortis; it was defeated after a contest of over four 
hours. At Cerro Gerdo also, on the 12th, there was 
a revolt of most of the forces of the Uragua Colony 
against their chiefs, but it was soon put down.—It is 
stated on authority that seems entitled to respect, 
that Santa Anna is planning a new revolutionary 
movement, and that he designs to make his descent 
at Acapulco on the Pacific coast. A house has been 
built there for him, and many of the utensils of a 
camp and munitions for a campaign are arriving there. 
It is said that all the officials of that department are 
friendly to him, and would readily co-operate in his 
designs.—The Mexican government seems to be sat­
isfied that the revolutionary movement in Northern 
Mexico has been completely quelled; but our advices 
from that quarter scarcely justify that confidence. 
At the latest date, Jan. 23d, Caravajal was on the 
Rio Grande, with a force of 700 men and several 
pieces of artillery, and was constantly receiving re­
inforcements. Several persons connected with the 
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aiovement were in New Orleans engaged in procur­
ing and shipping supplies for the revolutionists. Gen. 
Uraga had been relieved from the command at Mata-
moras, and succeeded by Gen. Avalos. Upon his de­
parture Col. Harney, in. command of the U. S. troops 
on the frontier, addressed him in a letter, thanking 
him for the facilities he had received from him in the 
discharge of his duties, and expressing the warmest 
admiration of his character and services. The Mex­
ican force defending Matamoros is stated at about 
twelve hundred men.—The official report of the bat­
tle of Ceraivo states the number of killed at six, and 
of wounded twenty-one. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
The burning of the steamer Amazon, with a dread­

ful loss of life, is the event of most interest which 
has occurred in England during the past month. 
She belonged to the West India Company's line of 
steam-packets, and sailed on her first voyage from 
Southampton on Friday the 2d of January. At a 
quarter before one o'clock on Sunday morning, a fire 
broke out suddenly, forward on the starboard side, 
between the steam-chest and the under part of the 
galley, and the flames instantly rushed up the gang­
way in front of the foremost funnel. The alarm was 
at once given, the officers and crew rushed upon 
deck, and steps were taken to extinguish the fire. 
But the ship was built of fir, and was very dry, and 
the flames seized it like tinder. The whole vessel 
was speedily enveloped in fire. The mail-boat was 
lowered, but was instantly swamped, and twenty-five 
people in her were drowned. The other boats were 
lowered with a good deal of difficulty. Only two, 
however, succeeded in saving life. The life-boat 
got loose from the ship with twenty-one persons, and 
after being at sea thirty hours, was picked up by an 
English brig, and landed at Plymouth. Another 
t.ioat, with twenty-five persons on board, succeeded 
in reaching the French coast. There were 161 per­
sons on board, of whom 115 are sxipposed to have 
perished. Among the latter was the well-known 
author, Eliot Warburton, who was on his way to the 
Isthmus of Darien, whither he had been sent by the 
Pacific Junction Company to negotiate a friendly 
understanding with the Indians. The Amazon was 
commanded by Captain William Symons, a gentle­
man of known ability, who also perished. Among 
those saved were two ladies. The English papers 
are filled with details and incidents of this sad cata­
strophe, which, of course, we have not space to copy. 
An investigation into the origin of the fire, and the 
circumstances of the disaster, has been made, but no 
satisfactory result has been reached. The machinery 
was new, and its working was attended with very 
great heat, which facilitated the progress of the fire 
after it had broken out. A great deal of confusion 
seems to have prevailed on board, but it does not 
appear that any thing practicable was left undone. 
The two ladies saved were a Mrs. MacLennan, 
who sot into the life-boat in her night dress with 
her child, eighteen months old, in her arms, and a 
Miss Smith, who escaped in the other boat. The 
value of the Amazon was £100,000, and she was not 
insured. 

The English press continues to discuss French 
affairs with great eagerness. The whole of Louis 
Napoleon's proceeding is denounced with unanimous 
bitterness, as one of the most high-handed and inex­
cusable acts of violence and outrage ever perpe­
trated ; and a general fear is felt that he can not 
maintain himself in a state of peace, but will be im­
pelled to seek a war with England. The condition 
of the national defenses is, therefore, the chief topic 

of discussion, and upon this point all the leading 
journals express serious apprehensions. 

The difiicidty between the master engineers and 
their men continues unadjusted. Meetings are held 
and public statements made by both sides, and the 
dissension is much more likely to increase than to 
diminish. The employers will not concede the right 
of their men to fix the terms on which they shall be 
hired, and the men will not yield what they consider 
their just rights. The latter are taking steps to set 
up workshops of their own by co-operation, and they 
have already made some progress in the accomplish­
ment of their object. 

The Reformers in the principal towns are taking 
measures to influence the measure which Lord John 
Russell intends to introduce into Parliament. Meet­
ings have been held at various places, and resolu­
tions adopted, specifying the provisions they desire, 
and pledging support to the Cabinet, if its measures 
shall conform to their principles. The friends of 
the voluntary system of education are also active. 
They proposed to send a deputation to wait upon 
the Prime Minister, but he declined to meet them, 
on the ground that it was not the intention of the 
Ministry to introduce any bill on that subject during 
the present session of Parliament, and that a deputa­
tion, therefore, could do no good. New discover­
ies of gold in Australia have excited great interest 
and attention in England. It is said that deposits 
have been met with near Port Philip, much richer 
than any known hitherto, either there or in Califor­
nia. Later advices from the Cape of Good Hope 

represent colonial affairs in an unpromising light 
The expedition of the British troops against the Caf 
fres in their mountain fastnesses had proved to be 
of little use, and to have been attended with serious 
losses of British officers and men. The Cafl'res are 
excellent marksmen, and prove to be very formidable 
enemies. Col. Cathcart, who was one of Welling­
ton's aids at Waterloo, has been sent out as Govern­
or of the Cape. The British cruisers on the Afri­
can coast recently sought to make a treaty for the 
suppression of the slave trade, with the King of 
Lagos, who had, previously, forbidden their ascend­
ing the river to the town where he lived. A force of 
twenty-three boats, however, was fitted out with 260 
offioers and men, and attempted to ascend the river 
by force. It was at once attacked, and it was only 
with considerable difficulty and loss of life that the 
men regained their ships. The king had always 
received deputations from the squadron with every 
demonstration of respect ; and this fact shows the 
extreme folly and injustice of such an armed ex­
pedition. It has been indirectly sanctioned, how­
ever, by the English government which has ordered 
a strict blockade of that part of the African coast. 

FRANCE. 
Political affairs in France continue to present feat­

ures of extraordinary interest. The election, of 
which we gave the general result in our last Num­
ber, seems to have fortified Louis Napoleon, for the 
present, on his Presidential throne, and he has gone 
on without obstacle in the accomplishment of his 
plans. The official returns show 7,439,219 votes in 
his favor, and 640,737 against him. On New Year's 
day the issue of the election was celebrated with 
more than royal magnificence. Cannon were fired 
at the Invalides at ten in the morning—seventy dis 
charges in all, ten for each million of votes recorded 
in his favor; and at noon the President went to 
Notre Dame, where Te Deum was performed amid 
gorgeous and dazzling pomp. The scene was theat­
rical and imposing. All Paris was covered with 
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troops, and the day was one of universal observance 
From Notre Dame Louis Napoleon returned to the 
Tuileries, where the reception of the authorities took 
place, f,nd a banquet was given at which four hun­
dred persons sat down. The day before he had re­
ceived the formal announcement by the Consultative 
Commission of the result of the election. M. Ba-
roche, the President of the Commission, in announc­
ing it, said that" France confided in his courage, his 
elevated good-sense, and his love : no government 
ever rested on a basis more extensive, or had an or­
igin more legitimate and worthy of the respect of na­
tions." In reply Louis Napoleon said that France 
had comprehended that he departed from legality only 
to return to right: that she had absolved him, by just­
ifying an act which had no other object than to save 
France, and perhaps Europe, from years of trouble 
and anarchy: that he felt all the grandeur of his 
new mission, and did not deceive iiimself as to its 
difficulties. He hoped to secure the destinies of 
France, by founding institutions which respond at 
the same time to the democratic instincts of the na­
tion, and to the desire to have henceforth a strong 
and respected government. He soon issued a decree 
re-establishing the French eagle on the national colors 
and on the Cross of the Legion of Honor, saying that 
the Republic might now adopt without umbrage the 
souvenirs of the Empire. On the 28th of Decem­
ber, the Municipal Council of the Department of the 
Seine was dissolved and re-constructed by a decree 
—thirteen o( the old members, most distinguished by 
intellect, experience, and character, being supersed­
ed because they would not make themselves sub­
servient to Louis Napoleon's views. The Cham­
ber of Commerce at Havre was ordered to be dis­
solved, and that portion of its journal which recorded 

its protest against the usurpation was erased. An 
ordinance was issued, directing all political inscrip­
tions, and particularly the words " liberty, equality, 
and fraternity," to be erased, because they are "for 
the people a perpetual excitement to revolt," and for 
the same reason all the trees of liberty were ordered 
to be rooted up, in the departments as well as in 
Paris. -The military organization of France was 
remodeled also by decree, the nine military divisions 
being re-arranged into twenty-one principal divisions, 
with as many principal commands, all subordinate to 
the Prince, Commander-in-chief. By a decree dat­
ed Jan. 9, the President expelled from the territory 
of France, Algeria, and the Colonies sixty-six mem­
bers of the late Legislative Assembly, without trial, 
preamble, or cause stated. Should any of them put 
foot on French soil again without obtaining express 
permission, they run the risk of deportation. Among 
them is Victor Hugo. By another decree of the same 
date, eighteen ex-representatives are condemned to 
temporary banishment. Among them are all the gen­
erals in prison at Ham, except Cavaignac, who is al­
lowed to go to Italy. At his own request, he has also 
been placed upon the retired list. Thiers, Girardin, 
and Sue are also among the proscribed. About twen­
ty-five hundred political prisoners hare been ordered 
to be deported to Cayenne, a place on the coast of 
Africa, where the chances are that not one in ten of 
them can live five years. These measures of high­
handed severity have created deep feeling and dis­
approbation, to which, however, no one dares give ex­
pression, either in print or in public conversation. The 
press is subjected to a most rigorous censorship, and 
spies lurk about every cafe and public place to report 
"disaffected" remarks. A decree was issued on 
the lUh of January, dissolving the National Guard, 
and organizing a new corjis under that name. The 

officers are all to be appointed by the President, and 
privates are to be admitted only upon examination 
liy Government officers. 

On the 14th of January the new Constitution was 
decreed. In the proclamation accompanying it, the 
President says that, not having the vanity to substi­
tute a personal theory for the experience of centuries, 
he souglit in the past for examples that might best be 
followed; and he said to himself, " Since France 
makes progress during the last fifty years, in virtue 
alone of the administrative, military, judicial, relig­
ious, and financial organization of the Consulate and 
the Empire, why should not we also adopt the polit­
ical institutions of that epoch?" After sketching 
the condition of the various interests of France, for 
the purpose of showing that it has been created by 
the administration of the Emperor, Louis Napoleon 
says that the principal bases of the Constitution of 
the year VIH. liave been adopted as the foundation 
of that which he submits. The Constitution consists 
of seven sections. The government is intrusted to 
Louis Napoleon, actual President of the Republic, 
for ten years : he governs by means of the Ministers, 
the Council of State, the Senate, and the Legislative 
body. He is responsible to the French people, to 
whom he has the right always to appeal. He is 
Chief of the State, commands the land and sea 
forces, declares war, concludes treaties, and makes 
rules and decrees for the execution of the laws. He 
alone has the initiative of the laws, and the right to 
pardon. He has the right to declare the state of 
siege in one or several departments, referring to the 
Senate with the least possible delay. The Ministers 
depend solely on him, and each is responsible only 
so far as the acts of the Government regard him. 
All tlie officers of the Government, military and civil, 
high and low, swear obedience to the Constitution 
and fidelity to the President. Should the President 
die before the expiration of his office, the Senate 
convokes the nation to make a new election—the 
President having the right, by secret will, to desig­
nate the citizen whom he recommends. Until the 
election of a new President, the President of the 
Senate will govern.—The number of Senators is 
fixed at 80 for the first year, and can not exceed 150. 
The Senate is composed of Cardinals, Marshals, Ad­
mirals, and of the citizens whom the President may 
name. The Senators are not removable, and are for 
life. Their services are gratuitous, but the Presi­
dent may give them 30,000 francs annually, if he 
sees fit. The officers of the Senate are to be elected 
on nomination of the President of the Republic, and 
are to hold for one year. The Senate is to be con­
voked and prorogued by the President, and its sit 
tings are to be secret. It is the guardian of the fun­
damental pact and of the public liberties : no law 
can be published without being submitted to it. li 
regulates the Constitution of the Colonies, and ali 
that has not been provided for by the Constitution, 
and decides upon its interpretation—but its decisions 
are invalid without the sanction of the President. It 
maintains or annuls all acts complained of as uncon­
stitutional by the Government or by petition. Jt can 
fix the bases of projects of laws of national interest 
—in reports to the President; and can also propose 
modifications of the Constitution; but all modifica­
tions of the fundamental bases of the Constitution 
must be submitted to the people.—In the Legislative 
body there is to be one representative for every 35,000 
electors—elected by universal suffrage,without scrutin 
de liste. The deputies receive no salary, and hold 
office for six years. The Legislative body discusses 
and votes the proiects of law and the imposts. Every 
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amendment adopted by the committee charged with 
the examination of a project of law, shall be sent 
without discussion to the Council of Stale, and if 
not adopted by that body, it can not be submitted to 
Legislative deliberation. The sittings are to be 
public, but may be secret on the demand of five 
members. Public reports of the proceedings shall 
be confined to the journals and votes—and shall be 
prepared under direction of the President of the 
Legislative body. The officers are to be named by 
the President of the Republic. Ministers can not 
be members of the Legislature. No petition can be 
addressed to the Legislative body. The President 
of the Republic convokes, adjourns, prorogues, and 
dissolves the Legislative body: in case of dissolu­
tion he shall convoke a new one within six months. 
—The number of Councilors of State is from 40 to 
50. They are to be named by the President and are 
removable by him. He presides over their meetings. 
They are to draw up projects of law and regulations 
of the public administration, and to resolve difficul­
ties that may arise, under the direction of the Pres­
ident. Members are to be appointed from its num­
ber by the President to maintain, in the name of the 
Government, the discussion of the projects of law 
before the Senate and the Legislative corps. The 
salary of each Councilor is 25,000 francs. The 
Ministers have ranks, right of sitting, and a delib­
erative voice in the Council of State.—A High Court 
of Justice judges without appeal all persons sent be­
fore it accused of crimes, attempts or plots against 
the President of the Republic, and against the inter­
nal and external safety of the State. It can not be 
convened except by decree from the President. Its 
organization is to be regulated by the Senate.—Ex­
isting provisions of law not opposed to the present 
Constitution shall remain in force until legally abro­
gated. The Executive shall name the Mayor. The 
Constitution shall take effect from the day when t4e 
great powers named by it shad be constituted.—Such 
are the provisions of the new Constitution of France. 

The Minister of the Interior has issued a circular 
calling upon the Government officers to promote the 
election of none but discreet and well-disposed men, 
not orators or politicians, to the Legislative body, and 
saying that if they will send to the Ministry the names 
of proper persons, the influence of the Government 

will be used to aid their election. The disarming 
of the National Guard has been effected without the 
slightest difficulty. On the 23d of January a de­
cree was published instituting a Ministry of Police 
and one of State, and appointing M. Casablanca 
Minister of State, M. Maupas Minister of General 
Police. M. Abbatucci Minister of Justice, M. de Per-
signy Minister of the Interior, M. Bineau Minister 
of Finance; General de Saint-Amaud, Minister of 
War ; Ducos, of Marine ; Furgot, of Fojeign Affairs, 
and Fortone, of Public Instruction and Worship. 
On the 26th of January a decree was issued organiz­
ing the Council of State, and appointing 34 Council­
lors, 40 Masters of Requests, and 31 Auditors. The 
Council contains the names of most of the leaders in 
the Assembly, who took sides with the President in 
the debates of that body. On the 27th, the list of 
Senators was announced. It contains the names of 
many who were formerly Peers of France and mem­
bers of the Legislative Assembly.——On the 23d a 
decree was Issued declaring that the members of the 
Orleans family, their husbands, wives, and descend­
ants can not possess any real or personal property in 
France, and ordering the whole of their present pos­
sessions to be sold within one year: and on the sumo 
day another decree declared that all the property 

possessed by Louis Philippe, and by him given to 
his children, on the 7th of August, 1830, should be 
confiscated and given to the state; and that of this 
amount ten millions should be allowed to the mutual 
assistance societies, authorized by law of July 15, 
1850; ten millions to be employed in improving the 
dwellings of workmen in the large manufacturing 
towns; ten millions to be devoted to the establish­
ment of institutions for making loans on mortgage , 
five millions to establish a retiring pension fund for 
the poorest assistant clergy; and the remainder to 
be distributed among the Legion of Honor and other 
military functionaries.—The promulgation of these 
decrees excited great dissatisfaction, and led to the 
resignation of several members of the Councils. M, 
Dupin, President of the late Assembly, resigned his 
office as Procureur-general, in an indignant letter to 
the President; and Montalembert also resigned his 
office as member of the Consultative Commission. 

The first great ball at the Tuileries on the 24th, 
was very numerously and brilliantly attended. • 
A decree has been issued abrogating that of 1848 which 
abolished titles of nobility. The President fills 
column after column daily in the Moniteur with an­
nouncements of promotions in the army. Measures 
of the utmost stringency have been adopted to pre­
vent public discussion in any form. The manufac­
turers of printing presses, lithographic presses, copy­
ing machines, &c., have been forbidden to sell them 
without sending the buyers' names to the Police de­
partment. It is rumored that two attempts have 
been made to assassinate the President, but they are 
not sufficiently authentic to be deemed reliable. 

AUSTRIA AND HUNGARY. 
The Austrian Emperor Issued on New Year's day 

three decrees, formally annulling the Constitution of 
March 4,1849, and promulgating certain fundamental 
principles of the future organic institutions of the 
Austrian Empire. The first decree declares that, 
after thorough examination, the Constitution has 
been found neither to agree with the situation of the 
empire, nor to be capable of full execution. It is 
therefore annulled, but the equality of all subjects be­
fore the law, and the abolition of peasant service and 
bondage are expressly confirmed. The second de­
cree annuls the specific political rights conferred 
upon the various provinces. The third decree abol­
ishes open courts, and trials by jury, requires all town 
elections to be confirmed by the Government, forbids 
publication of governmental proceedings, and de­
stroys every vestige of the Parliamentary system. 
These measures make the despotism of Austria much 
more absolute and severe than it was before 1848. 

Proposals are in active preparation for a new 
Austrian loan. In consequence of this. Baron Krauss, 
the Minister of Finance, resigned, and Is succeeded 
by M. von Baumgartner. The members of the 
London Missionary and Bible Society, who have for 
many years resided at Pesth and other Hungarian 
towns, have been ordered out of the Austrian states. 

In Prussia strenuous efforts are made by the 
reactionary party to secure the abolition of the Cham­
bers and the restoration of absolutism. It Is said 
that the Austrian Government has received from Ear! 
Granville, in reply to its demand for the suppression 
of revolutionary intrigues carried on in England 
against the Continental Governments, assurances that 
every thing should be done to meet its wishes so far 
as they were not incompatible with the laws and 
customs of England. The Austrian Minister of 
the Interior has directed a committee to make a draft 
of new laws for Hungary on the basis of the decrees 
of the 1st of January. 
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TH E seventh enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States,, taken on the 1st -of June, 1B50, 

exhibits resvtfts which every citizen of the couptrj- may 
contemplate wilSi gratification and pride. The Re­
port of the Superintendent of the Census-oiEce to the 
Secretary, of the Interior, laid before Congress, in 
December, 1851, gives a full abstract of the returns, 
from which we select the most interesting, portions ; 
adding other statements showing the progress of this 
country in population and resources. 

Since the censua of, 1840, there have been added 
to the territory of the Republic, by annexation, cpn-
quest^ and purchase, 824,969 square miles ; and our 
title toaregion covering341,463.square miles, which 
before properly belonged to us, but was claimed and 
partially occupied by a foreign povrer, has been estab­
lished by negotiation, and has been brought within 
our acknowledged boundaries. By these means the 
area of the United States has been extended,during 
tlie past ten years, from 2,055,163 toi3,221,59Ssquare 
miles, without including the great lakes which lie 
upon our northern border, or the bays which iiident 
our Atlantic and Pacific shores ; all which ^territory 
has come within the^ scope of the Seventh Census.- , 

In endeavoring to ascertain the progress of our 
population since 1840, it will be proper to deduct 
from llie aggregate uumbur of iiiliubilants shown by 
the present census, the population of Texas in 1840, 
and the number embraced within the limits of Cali­
fornia and the new territories, at the time of their 
acquisition. From the best information which has 
been obtained at the Census-office, it is believed that 
Texas contained, in 1840, 75,000' inhabitants ; and 
that when California, New Mexico, and Oregbn came 
into our possessibn, in 1846, they had a total popu­
lation of 97,000. It thus appears that we have re­
ceived by accessions of territory, since 1840, an ad­
dition of 173,000 to the number of our people. The 
increase which has taken place in those extended 
regions since they came under the authority of ouf 
Government, should obviously be reckoned as a part 
<rf the development and progress of our population, 
nor is it necessary to complicate the comparison by 
taking into account tiie probable natural increase of 
this acquired population, because we have not the 
means, of determining its rate of advancement, nor 
the law which governed its progress, while yet be­
yond the influence of our political system. 

The total mimber of inhabitants in the United 
States^ according to the returns of the census, was 
on the lat of June, 1850,23,258,760. The absolute in­
crease from the 1st of June, 1840, has been 6,189,307, 
and the actual .increase per cent, is slightly over 36 
per cent. But it has been shown that the probable 
amount of*-population acquired by additions of terri­
tory should bp deducted in making a comparison be­
tween the results of the present and the last census. 
These reductions diminish the total population of the 
country, as a basis of comparison, and also the in­
crease. The relative increase, after this allowance, 
is found to be 35"17 per cent. 

The aggregate number of whites in 1850 was 
10.031,799, exhibiting a gain upon the number of the 
same class in 1840, of 5,436,004, and a relative in­
crease of 38*20 per cent. But, excluding the 153,000 
free population supposed Mohave been acquired Lythe 
addition of territory since 1840, the gain is 5,283,004, 
and the increase percent, is 37'14. 
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The number of slaves, by tne present census, is 
3,198,324, which shows an increase of 711,111, equal 
to 28-58 per cent. If we deduct 19,000 for the prob­
able slave population of Texas in 1840, the result of 
the comparison will be slightly different. The ab­
solute increase will be 692,111, and the.rate per 
cent. 27-83. 

The number of free colored persons in 1650 was 
428,637; in 1840, 38^,345. The increase of this 
class has been 42,292 or 10-95 per cent. 

From 1830 to 1840, the increase of the whole pop-
tihtion was at the rate of 32-67 per cent. At tho 
same rate of advancement, the absolute gain for the 
ten years last past, would have been 5,578,333, or 
426,515 less than it has belen, without including the 
increase consequent upon additions of territory. 

The aggregate increase of population, from all 
sources, shows a relative advance greater than that 
of any other decennial term, except that from the 
second to the third census, during which time th« 
country received an accession of inhabitants by the 
purchase'of Louisiana, considerably greater than oiw 
per cent, of the whole number. 

The decennial increase of the most favored por­
tions of Europe is less than one and a half per cent 
per annum, while with the United States it is at the 
iiitc of tlirt:c aiiJ a half pCi ccut. According to our 
past* progress, viewed in connection with that of 
European nations, the population of the United States 
in forty years will exceed that of England, Franoe, 
Spain, Portugal, Sweden, and Switzerland combined. 
, In 1845, Mr. William Darby, the Geographer, who 
has paid much attention to the subject of population, 
and the progress of the country; having found that 
the increase of population in the United States for a 
series of years, had exceeded three per cent., per 
annum, adopted that ratio as a basis for calculation 
for future increase. He estimated the population of 
1850 at 23,138,004, which it will be observed, is con­
siderably exceeded by the actual result. The fol­
lowing are Mr. Barby's calculations of thp probable 
population of the Union for each five years up to 
1885;-

1850 . . 
1855 . . 
1860 . . 
1865 . . 

. . 23,138,004 

. . 26,823,385 

. . 31,095,535 

. . 35,035,231 

1870 . . 
1875 . 
1880 . . 
1885 . . 

. . 40,617,708 

. . 47,087,052 
. . 54,686,795 
. . 63,291,353 

If the ratio of. increase be taken at three per cent, 
per annumj the population duplicates, in about twen­
ty-four years. Therefore, if no serious disturbing 
influence should interfere with the natural order of 
things, the aggregate population of the United States 
at the close of this century must be over one hundred 
millions. 

The relative progress of the white and colored 
population in past yeare, is shown> by the following 
tabular statement, giving the increase per cent, of 
each class of inhabitants in the United States for 
sixty yfears. 

CLASSES. 

Whites 
Free col . . . 
Slaves 
Total col. . . 
Total pop. . 

I7',W 
to 

It^OO. 

35-7 
82-2 
27-9 
32-2 
3501 

1800 
to 

1810. 

38-a 
722 
33-4 
37-6 
36-45 

1?I0 
to 

18-20. 

04-19 
25 25 
29] 
28-58 
33-12 

I8S0 
to 

1S30 

33-95 
36-85 
30-61 
31-44 
33-48 

1830 
to 

1840. 

34-7 
20-9 
23-8 
23-4 
32-6 

1840 
to 

18.50, 

38-28 
10-9 
28-58 
26-2-2 
S6-23 
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