
Spring /ejiinni 

FiUUKES 1 AND 2 .— IJAl.I, AND VlMITING 'I'olLKT. 

MAY IS here with its bursting buds and early 
flowers, but its fickleness overmatches that of 

its imitator, Fashion, and foils all her attempts at ad­
aptation of costume for the carriage or the promenade. 
To-day the sun smiles as in leafy June ; to-morrow 
cold, gray clouds lower upon the brow of the firma­
ment, and chilling winds chase the zephyrs back to 
the orange groves of the South. To-day a tight 
dress is seasonable ; to-morrow a cloak might not 
be uncomfortable. It is difficult for the modiste to 
designate the best costume for promenade; and to 
avoid error, we will confine our report to fashion in 
the parlor, drawing-room, and saloon. 

F I G . 1 represents a pretty DINNER or VISITING 
TOILET. The head-dress is composed of blonde, 
ribbon and white satin, velvet ribbon and white 
feathers, and is worn very backward on the head. 
The blonde forms a round with scalloped edge, cov­
ered with figures. It is gathered in the middle, and 
the gathers are concealed under a cross bow formed 
of two loops of velvet and two of white satin, two 
ioTig ends of white ribbon (about fifteen inches) hang 

down behind. On each side there are two white 
feathers. The upper one is laid backward, and the 
lovfer one comes forward. From between the two 
proceed two velvet bows and a loose end. This lit­
tle Pompadour cap is the same on both sides. The 
ribbons of the crown are No. 12; those of the sides 
No. 3. Dress oi moire antique, ornamented with 
narrow velvet ribijons, about three-eighths of an incb 
wide. Body plain, high, opening in front, edged with 
two narrow velvets, the first three-eigliths of an inch 
wide. The opening is confined by five moire bands, 
each with a bow of the same. The sleeves, rather 
short, are bordered with five velvet ribbons. The 
skirt is trimmed with two series of velvets. The 
first begins six: inches from the bottom, and is com­
posed of twenty rows. The second begins six inches 
above the other, and contains fifteen. The rest of 
the skirt is plain. The under-sleeves and habit-shirt 
are lace. 

F I G . 2 is an elegant BALL TOILET. Hair waved 
and ornamented with a crown of small parti-colored 
tulijjs; it inclines to the Sfary Stuart form on the 
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iipad, an<i increases in size toward ihe bottom. Dross 
i>f taffeta with tulle tunic and berlha. The body is 
ornamented with a bertha, open in front, round be­
hind ; this bertha, of tulle in small puffs, is trimmed 
with clouded Pompadour white ribbon, No. 9. They 
are placed in such a manner as to inclose the bertha 
as if in a ring. The tulle skirt is also tucked up and 
held by Pompadour ribbons, No. 16, which are set as 
if they raised it and held it in long loops. At the 
waist, these ribbons are plaited in with the plaits of 
the skirt.. The tulle skirt is puffed in very small 
puffs. In the middle of the body are placed bows 
of Pompadour ribbon. No. 9, On the left side there 
IS a beautiful fall of tulips with foliage ; the silk skirt 
IS studd<^H with bows of Pompadour ribbon. No. 12. 

Fio. 4.—BALL TOILET, 

F I G . 3.—VISITING DRESS. 
FIG. 3 represent a beautiful HOME or VISITING 

TOILET. Velvet vest and skirt; waistcoat, watered 
silk. The waistcoat reaches high, and is buttoned 
from top to bottom. The vest sits close ijehind and 
is open in front; it has a lapel turning up from the 
bottom, and trimmed with a plaid satin ribbon, hav­
ing a velvet stripe in it. The sleeve is short, and 
ends in a plaid cuff, open at the sides. The edges 
of the lapel and the cuff are bound with a narrow 
black velvet. The skirt is trimmed with three rows 
of plaid ribbon, No. 22; the lowest is placed two 
inches from the edge. The second and third are at 
intervals of four inches from each other. A black 
velvet, No. 2, is laid about half an inch from each 
side of the ribbon. The collar is cambric, turning 
down flat, rounded at bottom. Under the collar a 
narrow black satin cravat is worn. The cambric 
under-sleeves are plaited small, and form a puff, con­
fined by a narrow plain wristband, and terminated at 
the hand by a plain open manchette, rounded off at the 
comers, and held together by two jewel buttons con­
nected with a chain. This sleeve is very much like 
the sleeves of a gentleman's shirt, A Matilda cap, 
of blonde. It is set very backward on the head; the 
crown is very small, and is drawn by a white watered 
ribbon, which is tied on one side, where it hangs in 
two ends. A branch of moss roses springs out of the 
knot. The band of the cap, which is made of indented 

blonde, is gathered, b\it short in front, whereas behind 
it is gathered and Ions. 

FIGURE 4 represents 
a portion of an elegant 
BALL DRESS. Coif­
fure : hair in bandeaux, 
wreath of roses, small 
bunches of grapes, and 
satin ribbon.s with gold 
figures. Under-dress, 
white satin ; the outer 
one with two tulleskirls, 
embroidered in spots 
with silk, and trimmed 
with ribbons. The sa­
tin body is rather low 
in front, and inclining 
to the V̂  shape; the 
tulle body is open in 
front down to the waist; 
it is confined by four 
small cords of silk and 
gold, which are tied in 
the middle, and termin­
ate in small silk and 
gold tassels. The low­

er one goes round the waist, like a sash, and the two 
tassels fall at unequal distances rather low down the 
skirt. The tulle body is gathered at the waist, in 
front, and at the bottom of the back. It is also 
gathered in the shoulder seam. Two ribbons, are 
sewed on the edge of the body, the second disappears 
in the gathers. The satin sleeves are even and short; 
those of tulle are open at the side and held by a 
knotted cord. The large tulle skirt is trimmed at 
bottom with five ribbons. The first is gathered at 
the waist and arranged so as to drape in front and 
reach down lower at the sides. The bottom of the 
tunic is trimmed with three ribbons. 

CAPS.—Those which are composed of English 
point-lace, Valenciennes, or Mechlin, are principally 
decorated with long streamers, or narrow ribbons, 
about two inches wide, forming a mass oipetit coques, 
the ends of w hich being frisotes, droop in a similai 
way to the gerbes. Sometimes these narrow ribbons 
are colored and intermixed with various shades, which 
gives them the name of the touffes a la jardiniere. 
Pretty ones are formed of Brussels point, and deco­
rated with bunches of narrow gauze ribbon, green, 
pink, blue, white, brown, yellow, &c., twisted so as 
to form clusters upon each side of the bands. The 
little caps of the present day are mostly made in a 
slight point just over the forehead, where it comes a 
little forward, and rises upon each side just over the 
temples. These caps are made rather long at the 
ears, 

HEAD-DRESSES,—Several very charming ones are 
now worn, formed of black lace, and ornamented upon 
the side with clusters of black velvet ribbon, richly 
broche in gold, and having long drooping ends floating 
over the neck. We have also remarked several very 
piquant coiffures in velvet, decorated with gold se­
quins, so much in fashion now; while others of a 
lighter description are of tulle, embroidered with gold, 
and interlaced with chains of sequins, falling upon 
each side of the neck, and decidedly making the me.st 
aristocratic head-dress of the season. The wreaths 
of flowers now intended for our young elegantes, are 
also extremely pretty, some being formed of small 
bell-flowers, which droop in a single row, quite over 
the top of the forehead, while others have long sprays 
falling over the back part of the head, having a very 
novel effect. 
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