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“the story goes, there they lay; no one could raise
them. Se bastiano Ziani, 1172-1180, having offered
as a reward that he who should succeed should not
fack any “grazia onesta,” a certain Lombard, yclept
Nicolo Barattiero, or Nick the Blackleg, offered his
services ; and, by the device or contrivance of wet-
ting the ropes, which contracted as they dried, he
placed the columns on their pedestals. Nicolo was
now entitled to claim his guerdon : and what did he
ask? That games of chance, prohibited elsewhere
by the wisdom of the law, might be played with full

impunity between the columns. The concession once
made could not be revoked ; but what did the wise
legislature? They enacted that the pullic execu-
tions, which had hitherto taken place at the San
Gliovanni Bragola, should be inflicted in the privileged
gambling spot, by which means the space “ between
the columns” became so ill-omened, that even.cross-
ing it was thought to be a sure prognostication, fore-
telling how the unlucky wight who had ventured npon
the fated pavement, would, in due time be suspended
at a competent height above the forbidden ground.

Tifernry

Poarisian Sights and. French Principles, seen
through American Spectacles, Wustrated (published
by Harper and Brothers), is the title of one of
the most graphic descriptions of life in the French
metropolis which have yet been given by any En-
glish or American traveler. The author blends
reflection and narrative in a very effective man-
ner, depicting the prominent features of French
society with a vivid pencil, and deducing the infer-
ences suggested by his varied experience. Short of
a personal visit to the great focus of European fash-
ion, there is no way in which one can obtain such a
nass of information on the subject, and in so agree-
able a manner, as by dipping into this lively volume.

The Blithedale Romance, by NATHANIEL Haw-
THORNE (published by Ticknor, Reed and Fields),
in point of arlistic construction is not equal to the
“ Scarlet Letter,” nor the “House of Seven Ga-
bles.” As a whole, it leaves an unsatisfied and
painful impression, as if the anthor had failed to em-
body his own ideal in the development of the story.
{1 contains many isolated passages of great vigor,
and occasionally some of remarkable sweetness. In
his pictures of natural scenery, Mr. Hawthorne
often draws from the life, and always reproduces the
landscape with startling fidelity. The characters in
the story are intended to be repulsive ; they illus-
trate the dark side of human nature ; and no reader
can recall their memory without a feeling of sepul-
chral gloom.

T'he Discarded Daughter, by Mrs. Emma D. E. N.
SouTuworTH. (Published by A. Hart.) The au-
thor of this novel possesses a singularly vivid imag-
ination, and a rare command of picturesque expres-
sion. She evinces originality, depth and fervor of
feeling, vigor of thought, and dramatic skill: but so
blended with glaning faults, that the severest eritic
would be her best friend. In the construction of her
plots, she has no regard for probability : nature is
violated at cvery step ; impossible people are brought
into impossible situations ; every thing is colored so
highly that the eye is dazzled; there is no vepose,
no perspective. none of the healthy freshness of life ;
we are removed from the pure sunshine and the for-
est shude into an intolerable glare of gas-light ; truth
is sacrificed to melo-dramatic effeet ; and the denouc-
ment is produced by ghastly contrivances that vie in
extravagance with Mrs. Radeliffe’s most superfine
horrors.  With the constant effort to surprise, the
langunge hecomes inflated, and at the same time is
often careless to a degree, which occasions the mo-
ludicrous sense of incongruity. It is a pity to sec
much power as this lady evidently is endowed with
so cgregiously wasted. Let her curb her fiery Peg-
asus with unrelenting hand—let her consult the
truthfulness of nature, rather than yield to a rage for
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effect—'et her tame the genial impetuosity of her
pen by a due reverence for classical taste and com-
mon sense—and she will yet attain a rank worthy
of her fine faculties, from which she has hitherto
been precluded by her outrages on the proprieties
of fictitious composition.

The Mormons, or Latter-Day Saints, by Lieut, J.
W. GuxnisoN. (Published by Lippincott, Grambo,
and Co.) The author of this little work has succeeded
in the difficult task of doing justice to a new religious
sect. Residing for several months in the Great Salt
Lake Valley, as a member of the United States Ex-
ploring Expedition, and looking upon the singular
condition of society that came under his notice with
an eye of philosophical curiosity, he had a rare op-
portunity for studying the history, opinions, and cus-
toms of the remarkable people, whose rapid progress
is among the note-worthy events of the age. His hook
contains a lucid description of the country inhabited
by the Mormons, a statement of their religious faith
and social principles, and a succinet narrative of the
origin and development of the sect. Withont aim-
ing to excite prejudice against the Mormons, he
keeps nothing back, which is essential to  correct
view of their position, as respects either belief or
practice. His disclosures in regard to the previlence
of polygamy among the ¢ Latter-Day Suints,” so
called, are of the most explicit character, showing
that a plurality of wives is adopted, as a part of their
social economy, from a sense of religious duty. The
view presented of their theology furnishes the mate-
rials for an interesting chapter on the history of
mental delusions. We have no doubt that this book
will be widely read, and, in the hands of the intelli-
gent and reflecting thinker, will prove fruitful in val-
uable suggestions.

Harper and Brothers have published a new edition
of Cicero's Tusculan Disputations, with English
Notes by CuarLEs ANTHON, LL.D. In preparing
this edition, vse has been made of the text and
notes of Tischer, with occasional reference to the
commentaries of Wolf, Moser, and Kuliner. Both
in the text and notes, however, the erudite Editor has
relied on his own judgment, not slavishly adhering
to any authority, but treely consulting the sugges-
tions of the most eminent philologists from the time
of Bentley to our own duys. The work is « model
for a college text-book. In the careful supervision
which it has received at the hands of Dr. Anthon,
he has added to the many valualle scrvices that
identify his name with the progress of eclassical
learning 1n this country.

Derby and Miller have issued a rew edition of
3SaRGENT'S Life of Henry Clay, revised and brought
down to the death of the illustrious statesman, by
Horace GreELY. The leading incidents in Mr.
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Clay’s life are here described in a lively and flowing
narrative ; his public career is fully exhibited ; copious
extracts are given from his speeches and letters ; and
the whole biography is executed with manifest abil-
ity, and as great a degree of impartiality as could be
demanded, with the decided personal predilections
of both author and editor. 'The proceedings in Con-
gress on the announcement of Mr. Clay’s decease,
which are given at length, form a very interesting
portion of the volume.

Stray Meditations, or Voices of the Heart, by Jo-
sEpH P. THompsoN. (Published by A. S. Barnes
and Co.) A collection of fugitive pieces, some of
which have already appeared in the columns of va-
rious religious journals. They are of a grave, med-
itative character, deeply tinged with personal feeling
—of an elevated devotional spirit—giving a highly
favorable impression of the author as a man of great
earnestness of purpose, and usually expressed in
choice and vigorous language. Mr. Thompson has
happily avoided the dangers incident to this style of
composition. His volume breathes an air of soft and
pious sentiment, but betrays no weak effeminacy ; it
unvails the most private emotions of the heart, but
can not be charged with egotism ; and appeals to the
most awful sanctions of religion, without indulging
in dogmatic severity. As a companion in hours of
retirement and thoughtfulness, it can not fail to be
welcome to the religious reader.

Anna Hammer, translated from the German of
TEMME, by ALFRED H. GUERNSEY, is a good spe-
cimen of the contemporary popular fiction of Ger-
man literature. Its author, Temme, is a man of
ability ; he writes, however, more from the heart
than the head; drawing the materials of romance
from the sufferings of his country. He took an ac-
tive part in the late German revolutionary move-
ments, and his political feelings tineture his writ-
ings. The present work gives a vivid picture of the
interior of German life, and is filled with passages
of exciting interest. 'The translation, by an accom-
plished scholar of this city, every where shows con-
scientious fidelity, and is in pure and idiomatic En-
glish.

An Olio of Domestic Verses, by EmiLy Jupson.
This volume composes a collection of the earlier
poetry of Mrs. Judson, with several pieces of a more
recent date, It shows a rich poetical temperament,
a graceful fancy, and a natural ease of versification,
which, with more familiar practice and « higher de-
gree of artistic culture, would have given the author-
ess an eminent rank among the native poets of this
country. The admirers of her sweet and brilliant
productions, in another line, will find much to justify
the enthusiasm with which they greeted the writings
of Fanuy Forester. Many of these little poems
have already been the rounds of the newspapers,
where they have won lively applause. (Published
by Lewis Colby.)

The Third Volume of CuaMBERS’ edition of The
Life and Works of Robert Burns (republished by
Harper and Brothers), is replete with various inter-
est. No admirer of the immortal peasunt-bard should
be without this excellent tribute to his genius.

The Master-Builder,by Davy KeLLoge LEE. (Pub-
lished by Redfield.) A story of purely American
origin, drawn from the experience of actual life, and
containing several happy delineations of character.
Tt deseribes the fortunes of one who by industry and
enterprise, guided by strong native intelligence, rose
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observer of life and manners ; is not without insight
into the mysteries of human passion ; and, if he could
check his tendency to indulge in affectations of lan-
guage, expressing himself with straighi-forward sim-
plicity, he might gain an enviable distinction as a
writer,

A. 8. Barnes and Co., have issued a new volume
of Professor BARTLETT's Elements of Natural Phi-
losophy, containing treatises on Acoustics and Op-
tics. The principles of these sciences are explained
with clearness and elegance, the views of the best
recent writers being embodied in the work, and ae-
companied with a variety of apposite illustrations.
The portion relating to sound, based on the admira-
ble monograph of Sir John Herschel, will be found
to possess much popular interest, in spite of its sci-
entific rigidity of expression, explaining, as it does,
the mutual relations of mathematies and music.

Uepsoun’s Rural Architecture (published by G. P.
Putnam), forms a useful book of reference for parish-
committees, or whoever is intrusted with the charge
of erecting new churches, parsonages, or school-
houses, more particularly in the country. It gives a
number of estimates and specifications, with ample
directions for practical use.

The Dodd Family Abroad. By CHarLEs LEVER.
One of the most piquant productions of this side-
splitting author is now publishing in numbers by
Harper and Brothers. Whoever wishes to be forced
into a laugh, in defiance of all sorts of lugubrious
fancies, should not fail to read this rich outpouring
of genuine Irish humor.

The Old Engagement, by Juria Dav, is a brilliant
story of English society, reprinted from the London
edition by James Munroe and Co.

Single Blessedness, is the title of an appeal in favor
of unmarried ladies and gentlemen.  An incoherent
rhapsody, aiming at every thing and hitting nothing.
(C. 8. Francis and Co.)

Lydia ; a Woman's Book,by Mrs. NewTto~N Crop-
LAND, is the title of a popular English work, re-
markable {or its natural character-drawing, reprinted
by Ticknor, Reed, and Fields.

J. D. B. De Bow, Professor of Political Economy
in the University of Louisiuna, New Orleans, has in
press, and will issue in a few days, a work of which
we have been permitted to see the sheets, in three
large octavo volumes, small and neat print, entitled,
Industrial Resources, Statistics, etc., of the Southern
and Western States, with Statistics of the Home and
Foreign Trade of the Union, and the Results of the
Census of 1850.  The work will be a valuable addi-
tion to the library of the merchant, manufacturer,
planter, and statesman, and the public have every
guarantee of its ability in the active and intelligent
services rendered by Professor De Bow to the Indus-
trial Interests of the country, for many years past,
in the pages of his invaluable and widely circulated
Review.

The following pensions have recently been grant-
ed by the British Government in consideration of
services in literature or science. To Mrs. Jame-
son, £100 for her literary merits; to Mr. James
Silk Buckingham, £260 for literary merits and use-
{ul travels in various countries; Mr. Roliert Tor-
rens, F.R.S., £200 for his valuable contributions to
the science of political philosophy; to Professor
John Wilson, of the University of Edinburgh (Chris-

to honor and prosperity, in the exercise of a useful | topher North of * Blackwood™). £300 for his emi-

mechanical vocation.
uncomumon powers of description; he is a watchful
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The author frequently shows | nent literary merits; to Mrs. Reid, the widow of

Dr. James Reid, Professor of Ecclesiastical and
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Civil History in the University of Glasgow, .£50,
and £50 to his family, in consideration of Dr. Reid’s
valuable coutributions to literature ; to Mrs. Mac-
arthur, widow of Dr. Alexander Macarthur, Super-
intendent of Model Schools, and Inspector of Irish
Nuational Scheols, £30; to Mr. Joln Britton, £75;
to Mr. Hinds, the astronomer, £200; 1o Dr. Mantell,
the geologist, £100; and to Mr. Ronalds, of the Kew
Observatory, £75.

A bibliographical work on theology and kindred
subjects, Cyclopedia Bibliographica, is being pub-
lished in London, which wiil be a useful index to
general theological literature. In the first volume
the arrangement of authors and works is alphabeti-
cal; in the second, a catalogue raisonnée of all de-
partments of theology under commonplaces in sci-
entific order will be presented. Of special value to
theological students, this “ Cyclopzdia” will also
prove an important contribution to general literature.

Mr. STILES's Austria in 1848 has been republish-
ed in London. The Athenewm says, “it may be
recommended as a plain, continuous, and conscien-
tions narrative to all those who would like to have
the events to which it refers brought before them in
the compass of one book, so as to be saved the
trouble of turning over many.”

During the recent discussion among the London
booksellers regarding the discount on new books, Mr.
William Longman stated that the publishing firm of
which he is a partner had long been anxious to pub-
lish a new edition of Johnson’s English Dictionary,
that they were willing to pay almost any sum for the
literary labor, but that they had not succeeded in
procuring a man fully qualified as editor. “ The
want, however, has been supplied, and the boon has
been conferred,” says a London journal, “ not by an
English, but by an American lexicographer, who has
produced a Dictionary suitable to the present state of
our common language. This is Dr. Goodrich's octavo
edition of WEBSTER’s DicTioNARY, which is pub-
lished at a price which places it within the reach of
all the classes to whom it is indispensable; and
whether in the school or the counting-house, the
library or the parlor, we are confident that this work
will be found of the highest value.”

M. GuizoT is about to bring out a History of the
Republic in England, and of the Times of Cromwell ;
and he has allowed some of the Paris journals to give
a foretaste of it by the publication of 4 long extract
under the title, ** Cromwell sera-t-il roi 7

The Glasgow Citizen mentions that an interesting
relic of RoBERT BurNs, the poet, is at present for
sale at a booksellers in that city. Itis a manuscript of
the poet, a fasciculus of ten leaves, written on lLoth
sides, containing The Vision, as originally composed,
The Lass of Ballochmyle, My Nannie O, and others
of his most popular songs. The manuscript was sent
by Burns to Mrs. General Stewart, of Stair, when
he expeeted to have to go to the West Indies.

General GGrReEY's Memoir of the Hungarian Cam-
paign is translated, and will be shortly published.
So stringent is the prohibition against this hook in
Austria, that Prince Windischgritz, who asked for
special permission to purchase a copy, has received
a positive refusal.

Dr. HanNa, the editor of the Biography of Dr.

Chalmers, is engaged in the preparation of a Selec-
tion from the Correspondence for early publication,

“TIt will be pleasant news to our readers,” says
the London Leader, “to hear that MAcaULAY has
finished two more volumes of his History, which
may be expected early next season. A more restrict-
ed circle will also be glad to hear that GeErvINUs
is busy with a new work, the History of the South
American Republics.

LAMARTINE'S sixth volume of the Histoire de la
Restauration, seems by far the most excellent in
composition. It embraces the period from the ex-
ceution of Labédoyére to the death of Napoleon at
St. Helena. The narrative is full, yet rapid; and
the volume contains, among other things, a most
curlous and interesting paper hitherto unpublished,
written by Louis XVIIL, giving a private history of
the agitations of a change of Ministry.

A list has been published in the French papers of
the Professors of the University of Paris who have
cither been deposed, or have resigned since the 24 of
December.  Some of the names best known in liter-
ature and science to foreign countries are in the list.
At the Collége de France, MM. Michclet, Professor
of History and Ethics; Quinet, Professor of Ger-
manic Literature ; Mikiewicz, of Sclavonic Litera-
ture; M. Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire, Professor of
Greck and Roman Philosophy. At the Sorbonne, M.
Jules Simon, Interior Professor of the History of
Ancient Philosophy, has been superseded ; and M.
Cousin, Titular Professor of that chair, has retired.
M. Villemain, Professor of French Ejoguence; M.
Pouillet, Professor of Physics; Cauchy, of Math-
ematical Astronomy, have refused the oath of allegi-
ance to the President. At the School of Medicine,
M. Chomel, Professor of Clinical Medicine, has
resigned. At the Ecole Normale, MM. Jules Shnon,
and Vacherot, Professors of Philosophy, and M. Magy,
Superintendent, have refused the oath. Lists are
also given of the démissionnairesin the various colleges
of Paris. These announcements may have historical
as well as biographical interest in after days of
French revolutions.

French literature and literary men are beginning to
adjust themselves to the new condition of things, and
if the Legislative tongue and the Journalistic pen are
obliged to submit to restraints, the historian, the
novelist, the political economist, and the political
philosopher are allowed pretty full swing. A great
noise has been made about Victor Huco’s exile, but
it seems that be has permission to return, of which
he refuses to avail himself, and is settling down in
cheap and healthful Jersey. His expulsion, or exile,
or voluntary removal, may bhe a loss to Parisian so-
ciety, but will probably be a gain to French literature.
ProupHoN, just released from prison, is taking pen
in hand, a sadder and a wiser man ; for his approach-
ing book is to demonstrate, in his own peculiar fashion,
the theorem which events have been reciting to
France, numely, that its government is not to be con-
clusively a republic of any set kind, but to belong to
him or themn whom Providence may have endowed
with force and cuuning enough to grasp and retain it.
Heinrien Heine himself, not paralyzed by his
frightful illuess, works an hour or two daily at a book
which will be one of his most interesting—pictures
of Parisian men and things, to which he is to prefix
a sketch of Parisian society since the Revolution of
1848, MICHELET,in rural solitude, is employed upon
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his History of the Revolution, while Louis Branc,
in London, has just published a new volume of his.
BarANTE has brought forth another portion of his
pictorially unpicturesque History of the National
Convention ; LAMARTINE another of his History of
the Restoration. The astute Guizot fights shy of
the history of his own country, and is contributing to
some of the chief Paris pericdicals {ragments on the
men and times of the “ Great Rebellion” in England.
One that is forthcoming is to be entitled, ¢ Cromwell
—shall he be King?” which, being translated, means:
Louis Napoleon—shall he be Empéror? His old
rival, TH1ERs, is adding another literary association
to the many that connect themselves with the Lake
of Geneva, and is delighting the good people of that
region by his lavish expenditure of Napoleons and
general affability.

A translation into French of the works of SAINT
THERESA is about to be published; it has been made
by a Jesuit. The saint’s writings are much admired
by her own church ; but from the little we know of
them, we should think them too rhapsodical and mys-
tical for the publie.

Madame GrorcE SAND has addressed a furious
letter to a Belgian newspaper, indignantly denying
that, as asserted by it, she is in receipt of a pension,
or has accepted any money whatever from the pre-
sent government. Even, she says, if her political
opinions permitted her to receive the bounty of Louis
Bonaparte, she should think it dishonorable to take it
when there are so many of her literary brethren who
have greater need of it.

BurFox’s mansion and grounds at Montbard, in
Burgundy, are advertised for sale. In the grounds is
an ancient tower of great height, commanding a view
for miles around of a beautiful and mountainous
country. [t was in a room, in the highest part of this
tower, that the great naturalist wrote the history which
has immortalized his name. It is known that he was
accustomed to write i full dress, but, by a striking
contradiction, nothing could be more simple than his
lofty study ; it was a vast apartment with an arched
roof, painted entirely green, and the only furniture it
contained consisted of a plain wood table and an old
arm-chair. The labor which that room witnessed
was immense—as Buffon wrote his works over and
over again, until he got them to his taste. The
“ Epoques de la Nature,” for example, were written
not fewer than eighteen times. He always began his
day’s work in the tower between five and six o’clock
in the morning, and when he required to reflect on
any matter he used to walk about his garden.

The French journals report the death of the dis-
tingnished artist, Tony JoHaxNoT, and also of Count
D'Orsay, who in the later period of his life displayed
considerable artistic talent and taste both as a painter
and sculptor. But he is more generally known, and
will be longer remembered, as a man of fashion, and
of public notoriety from his alliance with the Bles-
sington family, the circumstances of which are so
well known, and have been recalled at present by the
public journals at such length, as to render it need-
less for us to enlarge upon the subject. Having
shown kindness and hospitality to Louis Napoleon
when an exile in London, the Prince President was
not ungratcful to his former friend, and he has latterly
enjoyed the office of Directeur des Beanx Arts, with
a handsome salary, and maintained a prominent posi-
tion in the Court of the Elysée.

Geueral GoureauD, the aid-de-camp of Napoleon,
and one of his companions at St. Helena, who has
recently died at an advanced age, was an author as
well as a soldier, having written what he called a
refutution of Count Ségur’s * History of the Russian
Campaign,” and having got into a pamphlet dispute
with Sir Walter Scott, respecting some of the latter’s
statements in his “ History of Napoleon.” With
Ségur he fought a duel to support his allegations, and
with Sir Walter was very near fighting another.
Scott, it may be remembered, showed him up most
unmercifully, and made known that, notwithstanding
all his professed zeal for Napoleon, there were docu-
meats in the English War-Office, written by him at
St. Helena, which proved him to have heen not one
of the most faithful of servants.

The third centenary commemoration of the treaty
of Passau was celebrated on the 2d of August in
Darmstadt, and in connection with it Dr. Zimmer-
man, a divine of some celebrity, intends to revise
and complete an entire edition of the works of
Martin Luther, to be ready for publication on the
26th of September, 1855, the three hundredth an-
niversary of the “religious peace” established by
Charles V.

In German literature of late, there have been very
few publications worth announcing. T'wo works re-
cently published, however, deserve a passing men-
tion. The first is a volume attributed by vague ru-
mor to SCHELLING, upon what anthority we can not
say, and bearing this comprehensive title, Ueber den
Geist und sein Verhdltniss in der Natur—running
rapidly through the whole circle of the sciences
physical and social ; the second is a history of Ger-
man Philosophy since KanT, by FORTLAGE of Jena
—Genetische Geschichte der Philosophie seit Kant.
He is a popular expositor, and as his work emlraces
KanT, Jacost, FicHTE, SCHELLING, OKEN, STEF-
FENS, CARUS, SCHLEIERMACHER, HEGEL, WEIsSE,
Fries, HErBaART, BENEKkE, REINHOLD, TRENDE-
LENBURG, &ec., it will be interesting to students of
that vast logomachy named German Philosophy.

In science we have to note one or two decidedly
interesting publications. A massive, cheap, and pop-
ular exposition of the Animal Kingdom, by VoerT,
under the title of Zeologische Briefe—the numerous
woodcuts Lo which, though very rude, are well drawn
and useful as diagrams : VorTiscH Die Jingste Ka-
tastrophe des Erdballs, and Lorze Medicinische Psy-
chologie oder Physiologie der Seele will attract two
very different classes of students. While the lovers
of German Belles Lettres will learn with tepid sat-
isfaction that a new work is about to appear from
the converted Countess Haiun-Hauw, under the
mystical title of Die Liebhaber des Kreuzes, and a
novel also by L. MunLBacH (wife of THEODORE
Munpt) upon Frederick the Great, called Berlin
und Sans Souci, which CARLYLE is not very like-
ly to consult for his delineation of the Military
Poetaster.

Norway has been deprived of one of her most
learned historians, Dr. NigLs WULFsBERG, formerly
Chiefl Keeper of the Archives of the Kingdom. The
doctor was in the sixty-seventh year of his age. Dr.
Wulfsherg was the founder of the two earliest daily
papers ever published : the Mergenbladet (“* Morning
Journal”) und the Fider (**Times™); both of which
still exist—one under its original title, and the other
under that of the Rigstidenden (‘““Journal of the
Kingdom”).
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