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"his heart had been pierced with a thonsand 
cuts, that it might the more gently bleed away." 

In the midst of the song the door was softly 
opened, and a servant brought to Sir. Meredith 
a letter. Mr. Meredith quietly rose, and, with­
out interrupting the song, withdrew to his study. 
Cynthia sang on, apparently unconscious of his 
departure. Theodore had never looked up. 
He still covered his eyes with one hand, clasped 
his heard with the other. 

The song reached its sweetest, tenderest, sad­
dest place—the singer had to bre.ithe the last 
farewell. Theodore, listening with all his soul 
and ears, heard the voice grow tremulous, heard 
it sound as if it were tear-fraught, and sudden­
ly it ceased altogether, and then the sudden si­
lence was pierced by a loud cry—and then The­
odore, springing from his chair, had just time 
to seize in his arms the singer who had fainted 
in her song. 

Was he to blame if he held her in his arms 
yet a moment, and allowed her head to rest 
upon his shoulder, while his heart beat tumult-
uously with wonder, hope, fear, and all the thou­
sand inarticulate passionate emotions which 
her cry and her swoon had awakened within 
him? ' 

At that moment Mr. Meredith hurried into 
the room, and Theodore gave his daughter into 
Ids arms. Some agitating thought, it was evi­
dent, had already occupied the father's miud, 
and left him hardly room for wonder. 

"Poor girl!" he said in a low tone to Theo­
dore. "This fainting-fit looks as if it were an 
omen—as if she could have known I have cruel 
news for her. Ehodes! that boy to whom she 
was engaged—to whom I was for so long all 
that a'father could be—has married a dancing-
girl belonging to the Opera House in Berlin! 
That's the story brought to me in the telegram 
I have in my hand 1" 

Theodore did not remain much longer that 
night. AVhen Cynthia began to show signs of 
returning life and consciousness, he felt that he 
had better leave; and he loft. But he went 
home with a wild hope glowing in his heart 
which lighted his way like a sun. 

He visited the house next day, and found 
Cynthia alone, by the piano, in the same room. 
After some stammered unmeaning words, he 
said : 

"Miss Meredith—Cynthia!" 
She started. 
" One question I must—I will ask of you! 

Why did you faint last night ?" 
Without raising her eyes she spoke in a low 

tone: 
"First tell me—why do you leave us?" 
" I felt that I must leave you—because I love 

you!" 
" And I fainted—because you were about to 

leave us—to leave mc.'" 
The revelation was complete ; and the story 

is told. Professor Ehodes still retains his chair 
at the university, and has a wife who shares 
his studies, and holds his heart in hers. 

THE INDIAN: 
WHAT WE SHOULD DO WITH HIM. 

PERHAPS no more striking evidence of the 
powerful influence of works of fiction can 

bo shown than the belief in the heroism, bravery, 
and manliness with which the great novelist 
Cooper invested the person of the American 
Indian. Sculpture, which is sometimes the 
highest embodiment of the poetic and the 
ideal, has also lent its wondrous eloquence to 
this belief, for nothing could express pathos 
and manly strength dethroned more graphically 
than Crawford's noble figure of the American 
Indian. And then the poetry of verse has done 
its work, and in the magic lines of "Hiawat­
ha" the savage has been lifted up and carried 
back into the charmed circles of mytlis and 
shadows. What the American Indian was, is 
in some measure the special property of the 
poet and the artist, into whose picture is woven 
the romantic and the ideal; yet the historian 
who traces the existence of the Indian from the 
hour when the first settlers landed upon the 
shores of this continent up to the present time 
will invariably fill up but one outline. It is 
that of barbarism with more than its usual char­
acteristics of cunning and cruelty. As fast as 
the white man has moved into the interior he 
has met wdth implacable hostility and resist­
ance. Step by step the retreating path of the 
red man has been marked with blood and fire. 
Neither by peaceful means nor by force of arms 
has he succumbed to the influences of civiliza­
tion. Industry and frugal habits arc foreign 
to his nature. He hates subjection to law; he 
despises thrift and order. 

'rhe writer, in the years 1S3.5, 183G, passed 
several months in Kansas in the cabin of a half 
white and half Indian of the Shawnee tribe, 
which for many years had been under the in­
fluence of a mission school. During that time 
I came to know the people very well, and this 
acquaintance was extended over the Kansas 
River, into the reservations of the tribes of 
Delaware and Wyandot Indians. Among the 
latter there were men of some education and 
character; but, with half a dozen exceptions, 
among the Shawnces and Delawares I saw no­
thing of the good influences of civilization and 
Christianity. Under peculiarly advantageous 
conditions, the people rejected the better, and 
accepted the worst, that belongs to civilized 
bfe. * 

My host at the time of which I speak was 
altogether the best Indian I ever met. He had 
had a conviction of the truth of Christianity, 
and tried to carry it out in his daily life; but 
it was almost comical sometimes to see his half-
savage nature in conflict with what he had been 
taught of the humility of Christ. The fierce 
inclination to cut the throat of his offending 
neighbor was qiuckly followed by repentance 
and prayer. He forgave, but did not forget. 
But a more forcible illustration of the uncon­
vertible disposition of the Indian could ftot be 
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given than v.as Ibmul in the experiences of tins 
same man, vvho had passed fifteen years as a 
missionary ^vitll the Kickapoos. He avowed 
to me that, witli all his eftbrt, he had never been 
able to save one soul to Christ. 

With sucli untoward natural attribntcs is it 
not astonishing, in a nation like ours, boasting 
of its high refinement and superior civilization, 
that the affairs of tlie Indians slionld for many 
vears have been shamefully mismanaged ? This 
is a mild phrase to use, for the control and di­
rection of Indian alfairs have been the means 
bv which millions of treasure have been stolen. 
The Indian King has been another name for cor­
ruption, theft, and villainy. 

One of Hawthorne's most subtle and ])ower-
ful tales is called " liappicini's Daughter." The 
heroine of the story is the only daughter of an 
old chemist, who has brought her up from child­
hood to live upon the most deadly poisons. Her 
system had become so impregnated with pois­
ons that to her they were food and nourish­
ment. The fiowers in the old man's garden 
gave forth siu:h noxious odors that the birds 
and insects fell lifeless to the ground : to the 
3"oung girl tliey were richest perfumes. 

The wondrous art of the writer has made ev­
ery line and word of this story to be instilled 
with noxious vapors. The very air you breathe 
is malarious, and you rise from its pages with 
a confused, dazed sense, as if you too were un­
der its baleful influence. 

Such has been the horrible blight of the In­
dian Ring. From one end to the othei', and 
through all its courses, there has been dishon­
esty. The poison seemed to pervade the very 
atmosphere of Indian alfairs: to enter it was to 
die the moral death. In Washington, New 
"I'ork, on the Plains, every wdiere, there was 
a combination to defraud. But, worst of all, 
<iu the border, where the Indian •was unprotect­
ed, far removed from clianco of detection, the 
robbery was most barefaced. The Indian was 
Avvonged and cheated in every way. Is'ow and 
then some missionary society wotUd get among 
tliera; but how can the Bible reach the heart 
when the brain is stupefied with whisky? As 
we have before indicated, the Indian did not 
have much virtue to boast of, but what little he 
had became demorahzed. The sutler who sold 
goods cheatcid liim, the agent who paid liim his 
annuities robbed him, the official who represent­
ed the great ])Ower of the United States gov­
ernment defrauded him. Treaties were broken, 
pledges betrayed, and the name of wdiite man 
became ftnothcr term for deception and fraud. 
What wonder the Indian became a worse than 
Bedouin Arab, with his hand against every 
man, and every man's hand against him ! 

This had come to be the state of affairs wdien 
Gener.al Grant was inaugurated President of 
the United States, and then a new policy was 
instituted. 

The President and the officers of his ar.my 
had had experience with the Indians. They 
had fought them and knew their cunnhig, their 

strength, and their hel2jles.sness as well. They 
know also the wickedness and foul dealing of 
the Indian Ring, and resolved to break up the 
whole nefarious business. The Ring struggled 
hard for existence. Senators and Representa­
tives, public men in high places, strove to main­
tain the organization; but Grant, Sherman, 
Schofield, Sheridan, Ilazen, aird the rest, were 
resolved to destroy it. A Peace Commission 
was appointed, one of which was General Sher­
man, who met in council the chiefs of the dif­
ferent tribes, and made new treaties with them, 
by which several of the tribes were to be located 
upon new reservations in a more soutliern part 
of the Indian Territory. Over these reserva­
tions VN'ere appointed ofiicers of the army ; men 
whose bravery in war had been tested in a hun­
dred battles, whose honesty of heart and integ­
rity of purpose were beyond cavil. 

The i)lan of treatment for the Indians which 
was conceived and put in successful operation 
by one of these officers is the theme which has 
inspired this article. It is hoped that the firm, 
humane, practical common-sense of this scheme 
will attract the active support of that large 
class of good people who in this country make 
public opinion, so that Congress will legislate 
upon the subject in the interest of honesty and 
humanity. 

It is the wisdom, skill, and patience of Bre­
vet Major-General W. B. Ilazcn, I am con­
vinced, that has solved the greatest difiiculty 
of the vexed Indian (ptestion. 

I need not stop here to tell who this officer 
is. In the lato war liis name appears ivith 
great honor in many battles, and as that of the 
hero of Fort M'Allister, with more of brilliancy 
and jirominence than at any other time, but 
not with more desert. Later, it has been as­
sociated with the Indian question, but in a 
way so fragmentary and desultory that the pub­
lic at large are not aware of wdiat he has done, 
nor how vitally imjjortant it is that liis work 
should be cominned. His scheme first sug­
gested itself to him, he says, during the sum­
mer of ISGfi, when crossing the Plains from 
Omaha to San Francisco, through the most 
hostile portions of the Indian country. He 
made this journey on horseback and in an am­
bulance, occupying some four months, during 
which tjme he never saw one hostile Indian. 
With such an experience, it seemed absurd to 
him, who,_it shoidd he remarked, bore a wound 
received in one of his many—long time ago— 
fights with the Indians, that the nation should 
be all the while agitated about a few thousand 
savages who were not so terrible but that a 
gentleman could thus ride through their coun­
try without molestation. Tlie ])lan of treat­
ment wdnch suggested itself to him was em­
bodied in a report which was sent to Congress 
by the Secretary of War in January, 18G7. 
In this report he says: "Allot to each tribe, 
arbitrarily, its terrilojy or reservation, and 
make vigorous, unceasing war upon all who 
do not obey and remain upon their grounds. 
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When once thoroughly Mliipped, there will 
afterward he no trouble witli them. Prohibit 
all sales of arms and ammunition, and impris­
on all who are known to violate this law. If 
necessary, feed the Indians, but give them no 
implements of war." 

It is only lately, and after experience, that 
this sketch of a plan has been matured into a 
well-organized system which will be more def­
initely explained as the history of the experi­
ment is unfolded in these pages; but it con­
sists, in the main, in forcible retention of the In­
dians upon the reservations, under a governor 
who shall have civil and military authority, 
and who shall have both military and civil as­
sistants. The Indians are to be fed and clothed, 
provided with means of instruction, agricultur­
al tools, and allotted portions of ground for cul­
tivation, so that they may be taught to support 
themselves. Under the old system they wan­
dered about as they pleased, robbing and kill­
ing the settlers and wayfarers, appearing at 
stated times at the agency for the purpose of 
getting their annuities, with guns and ammuni­
tion, with which to repeat their depredations. 

I have given above a brief sketch of the 
method which General Hazen has put in op­
eration after the Indian has been induced to 
go upon the resen'ation. Perhaps it would 
bo more in order if the means of getting them 
there had been first discussed. It is not nec­
essary hero to describe in detail the manner 
in which an Indian war should be conduct­
ed. In this matter General Hazen evinces his 
thorough knowledge of the subject. In this re­
port and in other places he argues, in common 
with General Sully and other Indian fighters, 
that winter campaigns should be undertaken 
and pushed vigorously; but General Hazen es­
pecially insists that there is no need to kill these 
people. Like all ignorant aborigines, they have 
enlarged imaginations, and are easily alarmed. 
A small force should be kept all the while in 
motion, breaking up their camps and villages, 
forcing them on to their reservations. This pol­
icy persistently pursued, the Indians will, after 
a while, come to the belief that the government 
not only means to keep faith, but that the In­
dians shall remain where they are placed, un­
der guard, and carefully protected. 

It is worth while at this point to explain 
away a serious misapprehension which obtains 
very generally throughout the country as to the 
number of hostile Indians. W ê sometimes read 
of 2.50,000 of these people as being inimical to 
us; but this includes the entire number within 
our borders. It includes the New Yoi'k, Shaw­
nee, Delaware, Wyandot, Choctaw, Cherokee, 
and a score of other tribes of peaceful Indians. 
The numbers that are hostile have always been 
exaggerated. If, as it is expected, we can keep 
quiet those on the southern reservations, includ­
ing the Kioways, Arrapahoes, and Cheyennes, 
the only ones left are the Apaches of Arizona, 
who do not exceed a thousand warriors, and the 
Sioux, with kindred tribes of the Upper Mis­

souri River, not to exceed five thousand war­
riors. All together, north and south, there 
are not ten thousand w-arriors who would fight, 
and these are disorganized and scattered in 
bands in widely separated sections of coimtry. 
It is well to recall the memory of the cam­
paign of General Canby in 18G2-63, who sub­
dued and brought to terms all the Kavajoe 
Indians by carrying on the war in the manner 
we have described. This tribe were the most 
numerous, intelligent, and warlike of all the 
Indians in the middle country, and at the 
same time the most inaccessible; and they 
were completely conquered without the loss 
of a single'Soldier or killing one Indian. To 
be sure the campaign lasted twelve months; 
but at the final surrender many of the Indians 
were mere skeletons from fittigue and actual 
want of food. This method of "wearing out" 
was at the bottom of Grant's later campaigns 
in the war of rebellion; but in its application to 
the Indians it will require few if any additional 
troops. It is a show of war actively applied until 
all the Indians give up the contest; and it is an 
important fact that no tribe, once thoroughly 
whipped, and which has consented to go upon 
a reservation, has ever again given us trouble. 
There are scores of examples of the truth of 
this statement. And let it be taken note of, 
that if the Cheyennes take the war-path again 
next summer, it will be because they were not 
well whipped last winter, for the expedition in 
pursuit of them halted and passed the winter 
in quarters and idleness when it might have 
accomplished its full mission. 

In the narration of events which follows, it 
will be seen that General Hazen has acted in 
obedience to the definite orders of General 
Sherman; but it is fair to infer that so much as 
embraces in these orders the plan of treatment 
of the Indians which we so warmly approve of 
was in answer to the suggestions of General 
Hazen, especially to those which were most 
fully embodied in his letter of June, 1867, to 
Senator Henderson, Chairman of Indian Affairs 
in the Senate, and one of the Indian Peace Com­
mission. 

In pursuance of the peace policy set in mo­
tion by the Commission, commanders of de­
partments, districts, and posts were ordered 
to consider themselves as agents of the Plains 
Indians, so as to aiford them temporary support 
to conduct them to their reservations. When 
Indian civilian agents were present with the 
tribes the military were not to interfere, except 
to report irregitlarities. 

General Harney was placed in command of 
the Sioux, in the north; General Getty, of the 
Navajoes, in New Mexico; Major Lamotte, of 
the Crows, at Fort Ellis ; General Augur, of 
the Shoshones, Snakes, and kindred tribes, in 
the Department of the Platte; wdiile General 
Hazen, in the south, had control of the new 
reservations, which were bounded on the east 
by the State of Arkansas, south by Texas, north 
by Kansas, and west by the one hundredth 
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raeridiati of longitude. TJpon these had been 
located the Cheyennes, Arrapahoe?, Kioways, 
Coraanches, and such other hands as might 
liereaftcr be located therein. Of all bnt the 
last-named command there is no need of fur­
ther notice here ; but of the gentle creatures 
confided to the care of General I lazcn, we 
might say, as did the famous recipe for cook­
ing a h a r e : " F i r s t catch him," and so on. Of 
all the Plains Indians these were the most faith­
less, wandering, and aggressive; and a more 
hopeless, thankless, laborious task could not 
well h a r e been intrusted to any man, especially 
to a gallant soldier who had won fame aud 
glory at the cannon's mouth. 

AVhat General Sherman thought of all this 
will be seen in his personal letter to General 
I lazen accompanying the military order assign­
ing him the command. I t is dated at 

IlKAD-QLAr.TtRa Mri.iTAi'.Y DIVISION OF THE 
MissoL-Hi, August U , ISIiS. 

General W. B. Ilazai, U.I^.A,, en route to Fort Leaceiv-
v-'orth, Kanms: 

GENEKAL,—I have the houor herewith to inclose you 
a copy of my General Orders No. 4, in wlilcb, I trust, 
you will recognize the faith I repose iu you. I am by 
law held responsible for the disbursement of a large 
sum of money amoni? ludians, witli whom the Peace 
Commissions have been treating. 

With all the Indians located aud to be located in 
the districts of country committed to your care there 
are contirmed treaties ; and appropriatious have been 
made with rcsidejit agents to apply the money. 
Therefore no more money is needed for them; but 
many of the Cheyennes, Arrajjalnjes, Kioways, and 
Comauches still linger above the Arkansas lliver, 
near their old haunts, and give trouble. The co-exist­
ence of two races such as ours and the Indian iu the 
.''amc district of country is a simple ini])ossibi!ity, with­
out a constant state of war. Therefore the Peace 
Commission proceeded on the theory that all the In­
dian tribes south of the Platte should, by gradual 
process, be drawn down into the district I have as­
signed to you, and there maintained till such time as 
necessity aud their own ex]>erieucc would induce them 
to cultiv.ate the earth, and rear flocks of sheep, cattle, 
horses, etc. But the Chcj'ennes, Kiow-ayp, and Arrap-
ahoes begged to be allowed to hunt buffaloes as long 
as they lasted in the region between tlie Platte and 
Arkansas, and the Commission yielded to them, and 
the right is reserved to them in the treaty. I will, as 
soon as possible, procure aud furnisii you copies of all 
these treaties; and I want you to T)e governed by 
them strictly; but I have given you the sum of tifty 
thousand dollars, mostly that you may make it to the 
interest of all troublesome ludians to go down to their 
reservations, and to stay there with their families. If 
they want to hunt buffaloes, try to arrange it with 
them, and with General Sheridan, so tliat no conflicts 
may arise. Though assigned to a district of conntrj', 
I do not propose to limit your sphere of action to the 
bouudaries of that country; bnt yo\i can go wherever 
yon know any Indians to be who properly belong to 
your district; and when you need escorts, ou appfica-
tion General Sheridnn, or the district commanders, 
will furnish them. Dou't spend any of your money 
for the ludiaus on their reservations, but use it to 
the best advantage to remove them to their reserva­
tions, where their civil agents may take them in 
charge. Report to me fuliy all m-atters of iuterest; 
but don't hesitate to act on your own authority, as I 
expect you, on the spot, to be a better judge than I 
can be. Your obedient servant, 

W. T. SiiEKM.4,N, Lt.-GeTural, 

I n this letter of the great soldier there is all 
of his perspicacity, directness, and comprehen­

sive knowledge of the situation, nor did lie nn-
der-estimate its difliculties. One would have 
supposed that they would have begun among 
the savages of the Plains , bnt not a week had 
elapsed from the date of the above letter before 
a protest came from the Indian Bureau that 
Order No. 4 would conflict with the agents of 
the Bureau, and General Sherman was obliged 
to explain his instructions and orders as not to 
mean any sucli interference. The result of this 
was, however, at the outset, to deprive General 
I lazen of tbe authority most needed in the 
premises, although the subsequent absence of 
all but one of the civilian agents gave him 
larger liberty of action. 

THE PAYMENT. 
In September following these assignments to 

command over the Indians we find that hostil­
ities have again broken out on the Plains. Gen­
erals Sheridan and I lazen are at For t Larried 
holding council with Lone Wolf, Kicking Bird, 
Sa-tan-te, Timber Mountain, and Lit t le Hear t , 
of the Kioway nation, and Ten Bears and other 
chiefs of the Oomanches. These two tribes, 
the Kioways and Oomanches, have come in from 
the Plains in the hope of getting their annuities 
paid t h e m ; and the smoke fiom the camp-fires 
of their lodges rises from the ravines and among 
the forest trees. A most picturesque sight is 
usually to be seen at these " p a y m e n t s , " as 
they are called. On tbe day fixed by the law 
the Indians gather at the fort or station where 
the agent is, or ought to be, in readiness to pay 
the tribe over which he has charge. T h e I n ­
dians are either in camp upon some stream 
near the agency, or they come in from a dis­
tance ; bnt in either ease they arc clothed— 
ornamented, perhaps it will bo nearer the truth 
to say—in all the splendor of fnll-dress. T h e 
fashionable costume of tbe red man is not sub­
ject to the variable moods of the Parisian ; in­
deed it has not undergone any change within 
the knowledge of man. Wlieu he consents to 
wear clothes, he puts on a deer-skin coat, and a 
pair of loggins and moccasins of the same ma­
terial. All of these articles are richly colored 
with various hues, and bordered and variegated 
with bright metal, beads, and stones. His head­
dress is sometimes made of feathers, bnt some 
of the tribes cut their hair close to the scalp, 
leaving, however, a ridge of longer hair running 
over the top of the head, into which is stuffed 
all sorts of bright paints, red usually predomin­
ating. The faces are bedaubed aud spotted 
and streaked v.ith red, yellow, blue, and other 
colors, so completely disguising tbe geiitleinan 
that you would not recognize him even were he 
your most intimate friend. Many of the tribes 
do not clip their hair or paint their faces ; bnt, 
in any gnise, they are all picturesque as they 
come in mounted upon their gayly-caparisoned 
ponies, dashing over the ground at full speed, 
sometimes singly, most often in knots of two or 
throe, or even larger groups. I ought to say 
here, with regard to the costume of the Indians, 
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tha t I have seen interesting specimens of them 
who wore more even than the celebrated Georghi 
costume, Avliich was said to consist of a shirt-
collar and a pair of spurs. l\Iy friends were 
naked, with tlie exception of a stove-piiie liat, a 
waistcoat, and a pair of spurs. As they were 
usually intoxicated when in this disguise, it 
should not be laid to their bad taste. 

I n the old time the ceremony of paying the 
.annuities was not a very laborious one, for the 
money or goods were distributed to the heads 
of families, or to the individual who was known 
to the agen t ; but most often the Indians, during 
the year, had run in debt to the agent or to his 
sutler or store-keeping friend, so that the expect­
ant savage got little or nothing, and the little 
was usually in tlie sliapo of terrific w hisky, which 
soon found its way into the stomach and brain 
of the poor wretch, when lie became about the 
most irrepressible being that a quiet man would 
like to have about. T h e vices of civilization 
are never so horrible as when displayed in the 
person of a w ild Indian. Upon an occasion of 
this kind I have witnessed scenes so sliocking 
that I would not, if I could, describe them. 

When there was no check between the ig­
norant Indian and an unscrupulous agent, it 
will be helioYed that there was a v a s t ditl'erenco 
between the appropriations made by Congress 
and the values paid to the Indian ; and that, in 
most instances, the so-called " p a y m e n t " was 
a fal'ce which was played to amuse the nation 
while the thieves filled their pockets. The 
chiefs of the Kioways and Comanches, witli their 
tribes, had come up to For t Larned in the hope 
of getting their annuities, which had been with­
held from them, and also, as some of them 
claimed, to get within the protection of the 
fort, for they knew that the Cheyennes and 
Arrapahoes were on the war-path, and that the 
soldiers h.ad gone out to find them. W h a t 
other .objects they had in view may be gathered 
from subsequent events and from the t.alk in the 
council, a portion of which I shall repeat, with 
the further purpose of illustrating the peculiar 
thought and singular mode of expression of 
these peojile. 

COUNCIL WITH INDIAN CHIEFS. 
GK>-ERAI, SuF.iiniAN. *' General llazeu is here to see 

about your goiug b.ack to Fort Cobb." 
GENKRA.1, IIAZEN. " I have come out here to see you 

and stay with you. The Great Father at Washiuston 
wants you to go down to Fort Cobb, and it will be to 
your advantage to go. How soon will you be ready 
to start?" 

LiTTT.E HEAKT. "We have listened to what you say, 
and it is good. We were all down in that country last 
winter. It is a bad country, and we have two hearts 
•about going back. We heard we were to come up 
iiere, and were told our goods were to be here. We 
left there when the gras.s was young, aud we have been 
waiting ever since, and no goods have come. The 
white man is stronger tjtan we. Our children ciy for 
bulTiilo meat every morning, and we have none to give 
them, hut bread, and they won't eat it." 

SA-TAN-TE. * ' I have nothing bad to say, but every 
thing good. In this country, between Zarah and 
Larned, our blood is on the ground. This was a Imig 
time ago. We are ashamed of our actions at th.it 
time. Our blood and the white m.in's blood is on the 

grass about here. Wh.tt I am telling you is not bad. 
We love our white brothers, and do not mean to do 
any thing against them. We wanted Mr. Tappan as 
our agent, and signed our names, and seat the paper 
to Washington asking for it; but we don't know now 
who our agc!it is. Oar nation is between two fires. 
The Yates and the Osages killed six of our young 
men, and we will be burned if the white man docs not 
take pity. Another thing—we want our blankets. It 
is getting cold, and our wives and children want blank­
ets. If we move down below here we will be cold with­
out them. Wo want our goods, and have been look­
ing for them a very long time. I know it is useless to 
go to war with the whites. The Cheyennes and Ar­
rapahoes have shown us a trail to follow. But we will 
not follow it." 

TiMBicK MocsTAiM. " I havc little to sav. I am not 
a little boy nor a young man; what I say I mean. I 
hope yon will remaiu, and will be at peace, and take 
us by the hand like brothers. It is getting cold, and 
we have no blankets. Our lodges are poor, as we 
killed no buffalo this summer; and how can we go 
south ? I have two hearts. If I should go to the Wa-
chlta Mountains the snow would come, and I should 
be cold without blankets. Yoarwhite people living on 
the Arkansas have good houses, and are comfortable 
and warm (but we are without wood), and when wo 
come in you look comfortable. T and my nation and 
the Comanches take all white chiefs by the hand, and 
we try to teach our young men to do likewise. "They 
do a little stealing sometimes, but we tell them it i.s 
wrong. Colonel Wynkoop has been here, and treated 
the other tribes well; and we want our agents to do 
like him. This is all I have to say." 

TE.V ilr.AEs. "My name is 'One-Eyed Ten Bears.' 
I am head chief of the Comanches, and I hold myself 
a brother to you, big white chief; and what you want 
me to do I will do. As long as I live I will do what is 
right; but when I am dead I can not be responsible 
for my nation. 5Iy particular baud have always made 
their home on the Arkansas. Part of the Comanches 
live south, bat this is my home along the .Arkansas 
Kiver, and I never go south wdth them. When I was 
a boy I had a home here, and hoped when I died to 
leave my bones on the banks of the Arkansas. Be­
fore now^ and at this time my heart is with my white 
brothers, and when I saw the soldiers ray heart was 
always good. [Taking out a paper, his certillcate that 
he had been in Washington, given him by the Depart­
ment.] This paper was given me by the Commission­
ers at Washiugtou, and T have always been good since 
I had it; and when I die I want it buried with nio. 
l\[y brother had one also, but the rain has taken it 
aw.ay. I am willing to go with you [to Gener.il Ha-
zen] to Fort Cobb, but I don't want soldiers to go 
w'ith me—a few may go. Two, three, or four. If 
many soldiers go with us our squaws and our pnp-
pooscs will be afraid; and when two parties ai'C trav­
eling together there are a good many fools with both, 
and they may make trouble. We don't want to fight 
our white brothers. Whenever we meet them we want 
to go up on the top of a hill, wdiere they can see us, 
and we can talk. We don't want to fight, but only to 
be able to put our heads up over the hill and be afriiid. 
We were told by our Great Father at Washington that 
wo must hear what the soldier chiefs said to us, and 
we always do so. My heart is big, and I am glad that 
the other chief [General Hazen) is going with us, .as 
he can bike care of ns. We want some arms and am-
nmnition to hunt the buffalo." 

GE.VEP.AL SIIEEIDAN. "Down at Cobb is the place for 
you to get arms." 

TEN BEARS. "Whatever I say, my color does not 
prevent me from telling the truth, like the white broth­
er from Washington. It is getting dark, and we want 
to go to our camp." 

GENEKAI. HAZE.V. " I w'ill come down to your camp 
and see you to-morrow." 

Tliis council broke up after two d.ays' session, 
with the understanding that the Indians were 
to go down to For t Cobb ; but as it would take 
ten days to bring from For t Larned cattle for 
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tlieir food, tliey were gireii that space of lime 
in wliicli to hunt buffalo; and on the follo-\ving 
morning they had disappeared. AVliethor or 
not tlie voices of the children of Lit t le Hear t 
contiinied to resound upon the prairie, crying 
for buffalo meat, remains an open question, but 
certain it is that the tribes returned no more. 

"Within the ten days following the disajjpeiif-
ance of the Indians war broke out in earnest, 
the hostile Indians attacking trains, killing es­
corts, assaulting outposts, and committ ing dep­
redations generally. Of the family confided 
to the care of General l lazen, it is said that a 
portion were drawn into the fight; but the 
larger number, fearing such a result, or that 
thev would be mistaken for enemies, made haste 
to get to Tort (,'obb, hundreds of miles away. 

I t was originally the proposition of General 
Sheridan that General I lazen should accom­
pany the Indians to their reservation with a 
safeguard ('. ! !) of six men, which the latter 
declined, having some little regard for life 
and limb. Four teen men were then added ; 
but even with this number General I lazen was 
unwilling to pass through the now" hostile coiin-
try. So he was obliged to make a circititous 
route of over six hundred miles before ho could 
reach his [lost of duty. Here , at For t Cobb, 
ho found two companies of troops ; but these 
were (piickly reduced to a guard of six men, 
who were specially instructed by orders not to 
do any other than merely military duty. 

Deprived of all authority, except in regard to 
llie disl)ursement of the .iiiriOjOOO intrusted to his 
care, liy tlie objections of tlie Indian IJnreau, 
and stripped of all military antliority, and witli 
no troops at his command, certainly our brave 
soldier was in an embarrassing situation. Here 
were several thousand naked, hungry Indians , 
who were forsaken by tlieir agents with ono ex-
ceiition, who were helpless, who wished to keeji 
out of the war, but who now looked to this true 
" w h i t e chief" for support and care. If ever 
failure stared a man in the face, Hazen was the 
jierson who had the benefit of a long look : but 
tile situation was not more discouraging tlian 
tlie heart was brave and the will strong which 
met it, and, in spite of Indian Kings and mili­
tary envy, General Hazen, by thoroughly gain­
ing the confidence of the Indians themselves, 
acliicved success. In all his efforts and dis­
couragements he had the warm sympathy and 
earnest support of General Sherman, as the fol­
lowing extracts from letters will show. Under 
date of October 13,18G8, General Sherman says : 

" I want you to go to Fort Cobb, and to make pro-
visiuu for all the Indians who come there to keep out 
of the war; and I prefer that no warUke procccdinii;s 
be made from that quarter. lioth of the Indian agents, 
Uoouc and Wyukoop, are ordered there also witlt the 
annuity goods, which, under a resohttion of the In­
dian Peace Commission, are to be distritiuted by them 
to such Indians as you may approve of. The object 
Is, for tlie War and Interior Departments to afford tlie 
peaceful Indi.ans every possible protection, support, 
and encouragement, while the troops proceed against 
all outside the reservation as hostile. And it may be 
that General Sheridan will be forced to invade the 

reservation in pursuit of liostile Indians. If so, I 
will instruct him to do all he can to sjjare the well-
disposed ; but their only safety now is in rendezvous­
ing at Fort Cobb. I will approve and justify any ex­
pense, or any thing you may do to encourage Indians 
to come on to the reservation, there to remain at 
peace ; while I will urge General Sheridan to push his 
measures for the utter destruction and subjugation 
of all who are outside in a hostile attitude. I wish 
you to remain at Fort Cobb, or in that vicinity, as pa­
tiently as you can, looking for the time wdien all that 
are left of the Kioways, Conianches, Apaches, Chey-
ennes, and Arrapahoes .ire gathered there. A fterward, 
at your leisure, they can be conducted to aud estab­
lished on their appropriate reservations, as deliiied 
in the Indian Lodge Treaty I advise yoii, through 
the Indians themselves, to give out general notice 
that all Comanches, Kioways, Cheyennes, and Arrapa­
hoes that wish to escape the ellccts of the jircscnt In­
dian war should now remove to the reservations as­
signed them in their treaty at the Indian lodge ; that 
you will have their agencies removed there, and their 
annuity goods given them, provided they manifest a 
proper spirit of peace; and that, pending the falfill-
mcnt of the treaty stipulations, you will \i^:e your 
means in hand to provide them food at Fort Cobb. 
. . . .1 have already reported to the proper department 
of government my wdsh that the agencies of these In­
dians should be removed to the Canadian River at 
once; that annuity goods should not be issued at 
Forts Larned or Dodge, but at the head agencies; and 
that these annuities should consist, in chief, of food. 
I propose that General Sheridan shall prosecute the 
war with vindictive earnestness against all hostile In­
dians, till they are obliterated or lieg for mercy; aud 
therefore all who want peace must get out of the the­
atre of war, wdiich will not reach the reservation com­
mitted to your care, unless absolutely necessary." 

The letter referred to by General Sherman 
in the following extract is one of several from 
General I lazen, which are deeply interesting, as 
they reveal the condition of affairs from time 
to time, hut their length forbids insertion here . 
These letters detail all the existing facts which 
were of vital interest ; for while some of the I n ­
dians were at war, others were pressing into 
For t Cobb as the only harbor of sai'ety, both 
from their neighbors' tribes and from Sheridan's 
troops. The Indians flocked in great numbers 
to this place, and General I lazen soon found 
himself burdened with some eight thousand of 
them. They wore without clothes or food ; and 
although General I lazen had been famished 
with .$50,000 for the purpose of removing these 
people upon their reservation, yet it was not con­
templated that there would be an Indian war, 
nor that For t Cobb was to be to nil the peace­
ful Indians a city of refuge. I t was also sup­
posed that the agents of the Indian Bureau 
would exercise some care over their tiibes, and 
distribute their usual rations and payments to 
the t r ibes ; but only one of the nnmber made 
his appearance; the remainder, frightened out 
of their wits, kept their persons on the safe 
side of the border. Thus General Hazen sud­
denly found upon his hands a gigantic responsi­
bility, and it is this state of affairs he reports to 
General Sherman. I n a let ter dated Is'ovem-
her 23, 18G8, General Sherman manfully re­
sponds : 

" I have this morning received your most inter­
esting letter of the 7th of November, with contents, 
which I have sent to the Secretary of War, as we are 
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determined that Congress shall know all that it is 
possible for us to convey, to enable It to make a final 
disposition of this Indian question this winter. 

" I know we are on the right track now, and I am 
well satisfied of the part you have acted, and in my 
Annual Report I have asked Coni,'ress to appropriate 
for you at once, for this winter's use, the sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars ; and I have taken the risk 
of giving to General Sheridan the order that he will 
supply you with army stores, if necessary, to enable 
yon to feed the destitute throughout this winter. 

" I see clearly the diihculties that you have to deal 
with, and now give you fnll authority to feed, in the 
cheapest way possible, all the Indians that may be In 
your reservation, no matter of what tribe or nation, 
even if you must buy corn and meat on credit, until 
this whole question is settled " 

A s we have before stated, the duties of Gen­
eral Hazen became manifold. A t one time the 
record shows him to be in council with Big 
Moutli, Wlii te Wolf, Medicine Arrow, Mourie, 
Ben Bow, Ten Bears , and other chiefs, some 
of whom had come in from fighting with Sheri­
dan, and, to use their own language, " w e r e 
full of war"—that is, had liad enough of i t— 
" and desired to take their white brothers by 
their hand . " Wi th these latter General Hazen 
had but little to say, beyond accepting their un­
conditional surrender. One of the most provok­
ing trials the General experienced came from 
the belief of the Indians who were at peace 
that thej ' owned the territory of Texas , and that 
they had the right to make raids upon the set­
tlers there. I t is heart-rending to read the let­
ters of complaint whicli come from these poor 
people, whose cattle and property, and, worst of 
all, whose women and children, liave been sto­
len by these marauding bands. I n many in­
stances General Hazen was able to make resti­
tution, and the Indians were notified that war 
made upon the people of Texas was as great a 
crime as if they went out to fight the soldiers, 
and that a repetition of the offense would meet 
with severe punishment. 

A t this time the position of the General was 
any thing but pleasant. Here he was almost 
alone, hundreds of miles from the borders of 
civilization, surrounded by thousands of sav­
ages, whose very nature was cruel and treach­
erous, many of whose hands were red with the 
blood of his fellow-soldiers. T h e large quanti­
ty of stores in his care was a constant tempta­
tion for these wretches to murder him and his 
guard, which had been reduced to three men. 
T h a t he escaped unharmed is due to a miracle 
of Divine Providence, and the active operations 
of the troops outside, which kept the more evil-
disposed in healthy awe. 

The reader can form an idea of the excite­
ments and perils of the situation by the follow­
ing interesting account, which is from the pen 
of General H a z e n : 

" T h e approach of Custer's column into the 
Ind ian country, although many hundred miles 
away, was known to the Indians , and caused 
no little consternation among them. They 
were an accurate barometer, and although there 
was no exact knowdedge as to when the blow 
would come, and where from, I had ordered up 

more troops, and the entire country was on the 
tip-toe of expectation, when a courier arrived 
at ten o'clock the night of the 29th of Novem­
ber, giving the first intelligence of a battle, 
^vhich subsequent accounts proved to be accu­
rate. T h e chiefs of all the Ind ians near mv 
camp soon gathered in my tent, to learn my in­
tentions and give their own views of the situa­
tion. As the troops had already turned back, 
leaving the hostile Indians in possession of the 
field, it was the opinion of the best-informed 
that they would turn their at tent ion to us, and, 
as the interpreter expressed it, ' c l ean us out. ' 
Eunners were a t once sent to the camps of all 
friendly Indians , and by morning we had mus­
tered four or five hundred of red, black, and 
white, all ready to defend our position, selected 
by the aid of the principal chiefs, who showed 
a perfect idea of the principles of at tack and 
defense. By noon, however, it was learned 
that the Arrapahoes and Cheyennes had no in­
tention of at tacking For t Cobb. Great uncer­
tainty continued, keeping all the camps in a 
condition of chronic fever until the 15th of D e ­
cember, when a courier came in with the in­
telligence that a large army was some twenty 
miles away on the Wachi ta . Two days after. 
General Sheridan, with his command, arrived, 
and then commenced negotiations of pe.ace." 

There can be no doubt but that for the t ime­
ly arrival of the troops General Hazen would 
have been driven from his post, even if his life 
had not been sacrificed. A s it is, his method 
of t reatment has had a fair trial, and, so far as 
it has gone, it has met with success. I will 
now devote a brief space to the details of his 
experiment, drawing largely for my informa­
tion from the final report of General Hazen to 
General Sherman upon resigning his important 
trust into the hands of the Quakers who were 
sent out by President Grant . 

To feed the starving savages was the first 
duty which met General H a z e n ; and, simple 
as such a thing may appear to one of our good 
citizens whose account is respected at the butch­
er's and baker 's, it was a most difficult one at 
For t Cobb. Usually those who have nothing 
ask for l i t t le ; but it appears that it had been 
the custom under the former thieving system 
to exaggerate the number of those receiving 
rations, and they were rated fully double their 
actual number. There had been a custom of 
giving about equal quantities to each chief, 
without much regard to the strength of his 
tribe. After much trouble, it was decided to 
issue the following allowance to one hundred 
ra t ions: 150-pounds of beef; 75 pounds of 
corn m e a l ; 28 pounds of flour; i pounds of 
sugar ; 2 pounds of coft'ee; 1 pound each of 
salt and soap. This rat ion costs eight cents 
for each ration. F rom the fact that the In ­
dians have been used to an unlimited supply 
of buffalo meat, the ration of beef was consid­
ered by them to be insufficient, and with their 
habits of extreme wastefulness they complained 
of insufficiency, sometimes even to the point of 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



B A T H S I I E B A C A R E W ' S C U R S E . 739 

revolt ; and for t ins reason one band of the Ki -
onays actually left the fort, and v.andered away 
not to return. 

General I lazen places great force upon the 
necessity of continuing this ration, and believes 
that the entire success of the plan depends upon 
its issue. The ration is not merety a subsist­
ence, hut it is a subsidy given to them in lieu 
of the abundant supply they can get by the 
chase. 

T h e statement may seem so simple as to be 
absurd ; yet there is no doubt that the price 
of peace with the Indians depends upon a ra­
tion of sugar and coffee. A few pounds of 
those two articles are more powerful than tons 
of powder and lead. If these few items are 
steadily and continuously given to the Indians , 
one-half the battle is fought and gained. Our 
troopers last winter rode down and killed less 
than a hundred Indians in an earnest and en­
ergetic campaign. A t the same time some 
eight tliousand of them were ke])t quiet by 
one man and his guard of less than half a 
dozen men, through the means of sugar and 
coffee, and a firm, unchanging demeanor. To 
this unhappy Ishmael, confidence, first, last, 
and always, is the vital condition; confidence 
that he will get his ration, confidence that ho 
will have his farm, confidence that he will be 
punislied swiftly, surely, and fearfully if he 
breaks over his bounds. 

I have mentioned the furnishing of food as 
being the most important ])oint in the reform 
system; but that is but preliminary to the 
greater purpose of finally fixing the Indian on 
his reservation. If Geiteral I lazen could have 
disbursed the fifty thousand dollars placed in 
his hands in the way originally intended, and 
as it should have been, instead of filling np the 
gap made by the failure of others to do their 
duties, he would have broken up and fenced all 
the land ever needed for the wants of the In ­
dians, l i e would have been able to build good 
houses for all the chiefs and principal men. 
School-houses would have been erected suffi­
cient for the needs of all the people. E m i t 
trees would have been set out, wells dug, gar­
dens planted, seed sown, and all things done 
necessary for the permanent establishment of 
the Indians on both reservations. As it is, be­
sides feeding and caring for these thousands 
of strangers, a good substantial beginning was 
znade toward the great purpose in the new-
system. Twelve hundred acres of land were 
plowed, a portion of which is fenced, and all 
under contract for fencing. T h r e e hundred 
acres are planted in corn. Over a hundred 
patches of land, in lots from a few rods to ten 
acres, have been planted by the Indians with 
their own hands in gardens, and it is said they 
are as cleanly kept as any in the States. A 
few substantial houses have been built for the 
chiefs ; while they and very many of their tribes 
are actually taking interest in farming. Gen­
eral I lazen says : They no longer speak of go­
ing away except for hunting, and seem inclined 

to settle down to quiet, and in some measure 
industrious lives. 

I t is interesting to know the estimate of the 
number of Indians in the district described in 
the order assigning General Hazen to his duties 
here. They arc as follows: 

Comanches on the Ecservation 916 
Coinanches not on the Keservatiou 1500 
Kioways ou the Reservatiou 9SG 
Kioways not ou the Reservatiou lOo 
Apaches on the Reservation 281 
Caddos on the Reservatiou 481 
Wachetas and affiliated hands on Reservation 12C0 
Arrapahoes on the Reservation 115S 
Cheyeuues on the Reservation 300 
Cheyeunes not on the Reservation 1200 

Total 8122 
General I lazen reports a large strip of land 

between the two reservations wliich is yet im-
appropriated, and which would be stifficient for 
all the Indians in Kansas. I have said above 
that General I lazen has worked single-handed 
in his reform movement, but credit should be, 
and is given by him, to the active assistance 
of Captain Charles G. Eenney, United States 
Army, and to iVIr. Boone, the only one of all the 
agents who was at his post of duty. 

On the 30th of J u n e , 18G9, Ge'neral I lazen, 
in obedience to the orders of General Sherman, 
closed his duties with the Indians, remitt ing 
their case to the civil agents . A portion of 
them are Quakers who were sent out by Pres i ­
dent Grant, and General I lazen expresses the 
utmost confidence in their willingness and their 
ability to carry out the method which has been 
so successfully begun. 

I n this brief sketch the writer has striven to 
give a chapter out of the history of the Indians 
in America, in the belief that it will point the 
way to the safe solution of the Indian question. 
Le t Congress at once legislate so that all mat­
ters concerning the Indians shall bo placed un­
der the supervision of the W a r Department . 
Subordinate agents, similar to the Quakers who 
are now in service at Fort Cobb, may be ap­
pointed, but they should act under the imme­
diate direction of military authority. Give to 
the Indians sugar and coffee, furnish them with 
plows and seeds, bnt let them at once and forever 
understand that the hand that feeds can, and if 
need be will, strike. The benefits of the arts 
of peace may be taught the red man, but the 
saving grace of our reform movement is, " The 
iron fingers in a velvet glove." 

BATHSHEBA GAEEW'S CUESE. 
A LEGEND OP THE OLD COLONY. 

TW O men stood upon the edge of a sharp 
cliff overlooking the towm and harbor of 

Plymouth, the sparkling white beach inclosing 
the latter with one long protecting arm, the 
green strip of land called Saquish, and the Gur­
net with its l ight-house; beyond all these the 
ocean, clear, brilliant, and blue, stretched to the 
horizon, and met a summer sky blue, clear, and 
brilliant as itself. 

The two men who, standing upon the sandy 
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