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The sei-mou sounded awUwiiiil, and we awkward fidt wlio heard it. 
'Twiis a grief to see liim hed^e it, Hwas a pain to hear him word it. 
'* ^Yllell I was in—" was mii}be half a dozen times repeated, 
But tiiat seutenee seemed to scare him, and was fdways uncompleted. 

As weeks went on liis old sinile would occasionally brighten. 
Hut tile \'oice was growing fceijlc, and tlie face iiegan to u liiten ; 
He would look off to the eastward, with a listful, weary sighing. 
And 'twas wliispeied that our pastor in u foreign hind ivas dying. 

VI. 

The coffin lay 'mid garlands smiling sad as if they knew us ; 
The patient face within it preached a final sernuHi to us: 
Our parson had gone touring on a trip he'd long l)een earning. 
In that Wonder-laud wlienco tickets are not issued for returning. 

0 tender, good heart-she]>herd! your sweet smiling lips, half parted, 
Told of scenery that burst on you just the minute tliat you started ! 
Could yon preach once more among us, you might wander without fearing; 
You could give us tales of gU)ry we would never tire of hearing. 

ADMIRAL IIIR 
r p i T E 19th day of Aiigii.st in the year 1812 
X. slionld be a day ever nieniorablc in the 

aiiiials of American history, for on that day 
the charm of British invineiliility on fin; 
Iiigli seas was broken by the capture of his 
Majesty's frigate Giieniero by the United 
States frigate C(»>gfiti<tioii. 

If 11 not unnatural siiirit of vainglory took 
possession of tlie American mind at fliis 
quite nnlooked-for result of the contest be
tween two ships of war of \ery nearly" e<|nal 
force, it nniy be innigined the exuberant joy 
which tilled all patriotic heai-ts at tint tid
ings of the victories subsequently achieved 
on tlie flakes, where the ochls were cerlainly 
not in our favor. 

The lialo which to the po[Hil.ir iniagina-
tioii surrounded Perry's victory on Lake 
Krie, ami the enthusi.isni created by hi.s 
terse dispatch announcing his success, have 
in a measure obscured the in<n(! sanguinary, 
hotly contested, and importdiit battle on 
Lake Chainplain; Init, says Lenimore t'oo-
per, ' ' in the navy, which is belter (inalitied 
to enter into just estinnttes of force and all 
other circnmstances that enhance the merits 
of nautical exjdoits. the battle of Plattshnrg 
Bay is j\tstly jilaced anumg the very highest 
of its chiinis to glory."' Lor it was the stuli-
born determiimtioii of Macdonougli and his 
men which rolled back the tide of invasion, 
and freed the State of New York from all 
fear of British incursion <lnring the renuiin-
der of the war. 

The death of Commodore ,T(din Hodges 
ffraham, whoso ninnilici'nt be(|nest of 
$150,000 to charitable purposes in tins State 
was but lately anninmced, left but (Uie olii-
cer, and it is ludieved but ime survivor, of 
the famous light on Lake Champlain, whose 
history, the record of a hmg ami useful life 
si)ent in the service of his ccnintry, it is tlie 
purpose of this paper luietly to chronicle. 

AM PAULDING. 
If if Inif serve as a stinmlns to the appar

ently waning patriotism of the day, by show
ing the rising generafion what manner of 
men were those who against very great odds 
npheld the honor of the American Hag, and 
vamiuislied the traditional "mistress of the 
seas," the iMir|io,se of the writer will l iaie 
been aecoiiiplislie<i. 

Hiram Paulding, late the senior rear-ad
miral on the retired list of the United States 
na\y , was tlus scni of tlnj cehdnatcd .)(din 
Paulding, one of the eajitors of Major Andre, 
and Wiis born in Westchester County, New 
York, on the 11th of Deeember, 1797. He 
was c<inse<|ucntly, at the time of his death, 
in his eighty-tlrst year. 

Brought np on liis fafh(>r's farm, the sub
ject of tliis sketch led the usual life of a 
eonntrv lad. Laboring at farm-work in the 
summer and attending flu; village sidiool in 
w inter, until lie .ittaiued his foiirteentli year, 
when Mr. Pierre; Van Cortlandt, then a luem-
her of Congress. s(uit the lather a inidship-
man's warrant for his scni. The hoy, on re
ceiving this ajiipointnient. September 1,1811. 
was placed with a certain Master tjiblions, 
an Irish exile, for fh<; pni'p<jse of receiving 
instruetioii in matliematics and navigation ; 
lint so soon as war was declared with Great 
Britain his studies Avere brought to a (dose, 
and he was ordered to join Commodore 
Clianneey's ,s(]nailron on Lake Ontario. 

His journey northward in the summer of 
181"2 was I'ventful enough to bo reiKirded at 
length did space permit. It is snlficicnt to 
say, however, that, making the voyage to 
^Vliiany in an oyster schooner, and from 
tliinicc to I'lica in a lumbering old stage, at 
the latter place he fell in widi a good-na
tured drnni-niajor bound to Sackett's Har
bor, ami the two joined cii iviite the regi-
iiKuit of Cohniid Tiittle, which was making 
a forced march to the I'nniticr. The regi-
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liieiit iviii-lied SiK'kctt 's ll. 'ubi)]' j u s t in t ime 
t(i iv])!.! :i liiid oi' t h e C'iiiiadiiuj I'lui'i's wliii-h 
li;i(l liiiiilcd in tliaf v i c i n i t y , a n d now J'lir tlie, 
first t i m e in Jiis l i te tlic liny saw men l)lr'c<l-
in j ; t'ldiii w o n u d s as t l icy were o a n i e d In t l ie 
ri-ai". His sliorf SL'r\ ice liad a l r eady ini])ress-
ed Colnnel T i i t t l e a n d his (ittieei's w i t h t h e 
idea t h a t tbi- one so yoini}> he ]iossessed in a 
r e m a r k a b l e deforce in t e l l i gence , j i e r t i nac i ty , 
c n d n r a n c e , a n d ]dnclv—the four e s sen t i a l s 
to a suecesst 'nl n n l i t a r y career . 

His for tnnes , howeve r , we re no t to he oast 
wifii C'<immodore C h a n n c e y ' s c o n n n a n d . 
th(nij;li whi le w i t h it he saw some stirring;' 
s e r v i c e ; he was soon ti 'anst 'erred to tlu^ /'m--
idi'iit, on Lake C h a m i d a i n . t h e tlaji-sliiii of 
t h e si]nadi'on of J l a s t e r t ' o n n n a n d a n t Mac-
donon^ l i , an ofticer of g r e a t sp i r i t and ex-
j ie i ience, w h o had tbni>lit sid(^ hy sid(> w i t h 
D e c a t n r in all t ha t officer's b r i l l i an t achieve-
n ien t s before TriiKili. I 'or tnnat t^ indeed was 
yoniifi' I 'auldinj; ' to Inive sncli a l e ade r so 
ear ly in his nava l career . 

i !a t t h e yea r s I r i l i - i : ! were n o t f o r t u n a t e 
ones for . lhe litth> Hotilla. T h e (Iroirlcr a m i 
Ettfth' were c a p t u r e d af te r a s angu i tu i ry c<ni-
tes t , .'iud the I'rexidriit \\;i» soon b lockaded 
in liuriinj^fou Hay liy t h e Hrifish s(jiutdi'<ui, 
i i a c d o n o i i o h ha\in<i' but t h i s (an; vessel — 
oi'ij;inally a t r a n s p o r t — t o (n)[iose to the 
power of the e n e m y cm t h e l ake . li<'inn' a 
in;in of' i n d o m i t a b l e rin-v^y, he set to work 
d n i i n j ; t h e w i n t e r of 1S1;!-14 ti> hiiild a 
s ip iadron wh ich shou ld con l r id t h e l ake . 
Dur in j ; a l l th i s t i m e our Amer ican seamen 
had m a n y s h a r p sk i rmishes w i th fhe enemy 
on kind a m i wa te r , in which r a u l d i i i i ; par -
fi<-if>ated, anil t h u s becaini^ i n u r e d lo t h e 
v ic i ss i tudes a n d d a n n c r s of war . Mean
whi le the S(ii'<ifo(/<u oil t\\t'\\t\-ii\\ g u n s , and 
tlu ' Ticondcfoi/d, of s e \ e n t e e n g u n s . \\ ere 
bu i l t , o t h e r l ake craft | m r c h a s e d ami a d a p t 
ed to scrNii^e, and by Se]i teinber :1 Macdtjn-
ongh found h imsel f w i t h his i m ; n o \ ised 
si|ua(li(in anchored in I ' l a t t s b n r j ; l iay, w here 
he was j o i n e d by the b r i g /in<//c. of t w e n t y 
g u n s , which had been bui l t wi th unexan i -
))lcd r. i | ) idity by t h e cclel i rafed H e n r y Kck-
Ibril. a SctUclnnan in <mr serv ice . 

About t h e same t inu' t he Bri t ish a rmy , ad-
m i r a l d y ('((uiiiped, and near ly I'̂ .blWt s t r o n g . 
ap)>eared before I ' l a t t s b u r g , Indd by ( ien-
eral ,Mac(Uubwith less t h a n l,'}!III num. T h e 
oliject of t h e eiu'iny w .'is dcnibtless to ]>en-
e t r a t e . if i iossible. as far as A lbany , a m i fhe 
cont ro l of Jjake (,'hamiil.-iiu beianne a. m a t t e r 
of v i t a l imporfa iu 'c . Oni' of our g u n - b o a t s 
in oppos ing the ina rch of the Hri t ish t roops 
a long t h e shore became d isabled , a m i wi th 
sonu' of the c u t t e r s of t h e sipuidrcm Mid
s h i p m a n i ' a i i ld ing , now a t t a c h e d to the Ti-
viiiuli'niijd, was sen t to tow her to a posi l i im 
of sat 'cty. In the t e e t h of a ga le a n d u n d e r 
a h c a \ > lire, w i t h g rea t di j l tcul ty a n d smne 
loss of" life, 1 his, his tirsi resi)ousilde seiwici', 
was accompl is lu 'd to the sa t i s fac t ion of his 

super io r s . Sir (Jeinge I 'revosf n o w mer idy 
•awaited t h e a r r iva l o l 'Cinnmodore D o w n i e ' s 
s( juadrou to nuikc a conibined l a n d an<l 
w a t e r a t t a c k on t h e Amer i cans . At l as t , 
on t h e l l f h Sei) teinber, 1814—a calm a m i 
beautif t i l (Sunday m o r n i n g — i t s s igmils were 
descr ied, a m i shiu ' t ly a f te r i t r o u n d e d Cum
be r l and Hetid, iind w i t h t r u e Br i t i sh p luck , 
fo l lowing Nelsou'.s t a c t i c s a t T r a f a l g a r , 
•' b o w s on ," .steered boldly for the Amer ieau 
a n c h o r a g e . 

" As lliey drifted on fiicir patli 
Ttiere \v:is silence d(-('p as dcatli. 
And llie Ixildcsl licid liis la'cutli 

For a tiiiit'." 

A l i g h t breeze set in. and soon t h e hos t i l e 
s( |nadr(ni was w i th in r a n g e of Macdoinn igh ' s 
b r o a d s i d e s — 

" By each gun the ]i;:li1cil t)r;itid, 
III a i)nld, ilt'feriiiiiH'd liaiid,*' 
Wliilc tlic tfewc-r of BritainV laiui 

Led tlieiii on. 

T h e sequel is k n o w n to l i is tory. T h o u g h 
g r e a t l y .superior in force, t h e enemy w as 
comple te ly c rushed , h is commodore k i l led , 
a n d all t h e l a r g e vessels ca | i t u red , some 
row-ga l leys , which had ] i re \ io i i s ly s t r u c k 
t h e i r colors, only esea | i ing because t h e r e 
was no t a. mast in fhe Amer ican flotilla 
which wou ld b e a r t h e [ircssure of ean \ ' a s , 
so r iddled were t h e y by shot . At t h e close 
of t h e figtit, of the seven teen Br i t i sh ban 
ners which h a d p rev ious ly been disj i layed 
so va i i n t i ng ly , no t (me was to be seen. 

T h e s a n g u i n a r y n a t u r e of t h i s m e m o r a b l e 
b a t t l e m a y be ap i i r ec ia led w hen if is s t a t e d 
t h a t t h e JSritish f lag-ship Coiijidxce lost in 
kill(Ml a n d wounded , ou t of a crew of :{(Jtl, no 
less t h a n 124 i)ersons. i nc lud ing t h e coiiimo-
dore . Macdonoi igh ' s f lag-ship, t h e Suntlo-
tj(t^ lost tifty-scNen ki l led a m i \ \(mmle(l ou t 
of" a c rew of '21*2 ]>ersons, a n d t h e o t h e r ves
sels sntfered in pro[ ior t iou. 

T h e Anu ' r ican sijmolron be ing sho r t of 
ofHcers, our midsh ip inan , t h o u g h u n d e r sev
en teen y e a r s of age , was i n t r u s t e d w i t h a 
l i e u t e n a n t ' s du t i e s , a n d had c h a r g e of t h e 
sceoiid division of g rea t g u n s on board of 
the 7'i"(0«(/<iw/«, c o m m a n d e d by L i e n f e n a u t 
S t ephen Cassin. T h i s vessel bore the whole 
b r u n t of fhe a t t a c k of t h e Bri t ish row-ga l 
leys, a n d was magni l i cenf ly fought . O u r 
l i t t l e hero w a s no t conscious , a t t h e elo.se of 
t h e long and bliHaly con tes t , fhal lie had 
lierfornied a n y very specia l s e r v i c e ; b i s 
]iride a n d gra t i f i ca t ion , t h e n , m a y be con
ceived w h e n ill fhe d a r k n e s s of the e n s u i n g 
n i g h t he o v e r h e a r d his e o m m a n d e r Cassin 
say to one of fhe l i e n t e n a n t s . ' ' T h a t young
s t e r I 'ai i ldii ig is a b rave l i t t l e fel low." Says 
Cooper, in his liistcu-\, ' •The re was a coni-
iiioii feeling of" a d m i r a t i o n a t t h e mai incr in 
w hicli the Timiidn-diiH defi'iiiled t h e r ea r of" 
t h e l ine , a n d t h e nolilc cimdiiet of all on 
board of her . Diice or tw ice t h e n e a r e s t 
\ e s se l s t h o u g h t her to be in t lames, in con-
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seqiK^iico of the awful riiiiidity of lier iii'f." 
Ciissiii nieaiiwliilo walked liis taflhiil iiiiiid 
a sliower of imirderoiis missiles, ])erfeetly 
oool and a|i[iareiitly tiiicouoerned, seemiii};' 
til bear a eliaviiied life, while he direoted 
young I'anlding', who liad charge of the 
(inai'ter-dcek guns under his eye, to train 
his cannon npon the advancing foe. 

Tile consei|nenees of tlie battle were im
mediate and iniportant. Sir George I'revost 
retreated in liaste, abandoning nmcii of his 
lieavy artillery and stores, an<l from that 
moment until the close of the war the front
ier w as clear of the enemy. 

When peace Avas declared, Paulding join
ed the squadron of Connnodorc Decatur, tit-
ted out to demand redress of the Barbary 
powers. On the 17th and 19th of ,June,lHl.S, 
he participated in the cajitnre of the Alge-
rine vessels Mushoudu}!, of torty-six guns, 
and £»/«/(0, of twenty-two guns. The s([nad-
ron soon a|)i)eare(l before Algiers, and forced 
the Dey to terms. Thence it proceeded to 
Tunis on a similar mission, and the result 
liere can not better be told than in the 
words of the late Jlr. JI. M. Noah, of New 
York, our consul, who, on landing, was ad-
nntted to an audience of the Key. 

"Tell your admiral to ccune and see me," 
said the Bey. " He declines, your Highness, 
until those disputes are settled, which are 
best done on board ship." '• J!ut that is not 
treating me with becoming vesiiec^t," said 
the ]5ey ; " Hanmda Pasha, of blessed mem
ory, commanded them to land and wait at 
tbt; palac<^ until he was ready to i'ecei\'e 
them." *' Vei'y likely, your Highness," said 
Noah, " but //i((t was twenty yearsago." Aft
er a pause the Bey exclaimed : " I know this 
admiral; he is the same mie who in the war 
with Sida Yusef, of Trablis, burned the frig
ate." "The same," said Noah. " H u m ! why 
do they send wild youjig men to treat for 
pea(!e with old powers / Then you Ameri
cans do not speak the truth. Y'on went to 
war with England, a nation with a great 
Heet, and said you took her frigates in equ;il 
tight. Hiniest people always speak the 
truth," concluded the Bey. "Well , your 
Highness, that was true," said the consul. 
" JJo you see fliat tall ship in the bay, with 
a blue tlag tlying?—that is the Giierrieic; 
the one near the snuiU island is the MIUT-
donhiii, captured by Decatur in e(|ual light; 
the sloop near Cape Carthage is the Peacock, 
also taken from the English in battle." 

"The Bey," continues Mr.Noah, in his nav-
rativ(% " laid down his telescopi;, rejiosed on 
his cushi<Mis, and with a small t(U'tolse-shell 
comb set with diamonds coinl)ed his beard. 
A small vessel got under way and came 
near the Tunisian batteries; a pinnace w ith 
a few men rowed toward the harlxu', and a 
person in the garb of a saihu' was taking 
soundings. It was Dec-atnr himself." 

It is almost needless to add that the Bey 

jiromptly redressed all grievances, so g,Teat 
was the terror of Decatur's name and the 
prestige won by our navy in the recent war 
with Great Britain. The memory of these 
events still snr\ ivi'S among the powers of 
the Barbary coast. 

In Ai)ril, 1^16, Mid.shipnniu Paulding be
came a lieutenant by pronnition, and until 
1818, when he joined the llaeedoiikdi, served 
in the Iiidcpfiidciifi' (seventy-four) an<l I'ro-
mrtJiciis (brig), the latter in a cruise on our 
own coast. 

The ilacidiiiihtii made a, cruise of over 
tlirtie years in the Pacific, during whi<di 
lime her otlicers had the great good fortune 
to witness one of the nuist daring exploits 
in naval annals—the cutting out of the 
Spanish fiigate ExmiraJda, by Lord Coch
rane, from under the batteries of Callao 
Castle. 

On his retui'n to the United States, Lieu
tenant Paulding, feeling his deticiency in 
certain branches of science required by the 
naval jirofession, lu-ocured a leave of ab
sence, and spent eighteen months Jn hard 
study at the Military Academy of Captain 
Partridge, in Norwich, Vermont, c(uududing 
his leave w ith some weeks spent in the dis-
gukse of a counnon sailor in a rigging loft in 
Bost(m, where (Uie day his incognito was 
penetrated by the sinlden entrance of a cer
tain warrant ollicer who had served under 
him in the Afaceddiiinit. 

It must be borne in nnnd that there were 
no naval academies in those chiys, and the 
opportunities af'tbrded by the gin'eriuneut 
to its mival ottici-rs for acipiiring a knowl
edge of the scieutitic branches bearing on 
the profession were; of the most meagre de-
scri]iti(m. I'anlding's wise foresight—tdnir-
acteristic of the man—enaliled him to take 
rank with the best-informed men in the 
J i a v y , 

In the autnnni of 1822 he joined Coniuio-
dor«! Porter's siiuadron for the su[qiression 
of piracy in the West Indies, serving as first 
lieutenant of the ,Sai-(luU—the first steamer 
ever used for war purposes. This unique 
craft had originally been a Jersey ferry
boat, and the wits made very merry over 
her; liut Porter rigged her as a galliot, and 
with her battery of three caunim she ren
dered very respectable service in the waters 
of Cuba, though the croakers in the navy 
declared she would founder in the first gale 
sh(̂  encountered. In 1824, Connuodore Por
ter's s(^uadron having returned to a home 
jiort. Piinlding was ordered to the frigate 
Uiillal iStahn, :iud made a cruise of nearly 
four years in the Pacific, while there per-
fornnng the iuqxu-tant service of cimveying 
<lisiiatches from Commodore! Hull to the 
camp of the " Liberatin-,'' Simon B(divar. In 
this iirduous and dangerous journey the 
young lieutenant triiversed a belt of wild, 

I arid, ami mountainous country, making a 
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jiHiriK'v ol nea r ly ir,(M) mi les on l iorsebaek. 
An aecoui i t of h is a i l ven tn re s , u n d e r t h e 
t i t le d t " 8ix W e e k s in the ('uMi|i of l idl ivur ," 
was snl isecpienl ly p r i n t e d in IS'ew York, a n d 
the ])anii)lilet, whiel i is e x c e e d i n g l y r a re , is 
nuM-li soM^iht at'f4'r h\ <-()lieetnrs, 

W h i l e a t t a c h e d to t h e Iri^'ate r)iil)(1 Ktatcs, 
I'aulding", in L'*'2(5, v o l u n t e e r e d for (hit>' in 
the schooner IkiljiJiiii. a n d as her lirst l ien-
t e n a n t w e n t to t h e s a v a g e M n l g r a v e I s l ands 
in search of t h e m u t i n e e r s of the Amer i can 

W i t h only a c u t t e r ' s c rew P a u l d i n g liiinled, 
and w h i l e ho ld ing a pa r ley s u d d e n l y seizcid 
his m a n , and co \ ' e r ing liis body wit h his hu 
man jirize, m a r c h e d h im I'apidly to t h e boat , 
a cocked jiistcd to his eai-, t h e lui t ives , Avho 
were friendly to t h e m u t i n e e r , be ing so unndi 
sni 'prisi 'd by t h e a u d a c i t y of t l ie ] i roceediug 
t l ia t t h e y m a d e no a t t e m p t a t r e c a p t u r e un
til too la te to do so. 

A very i n t e r e s t i n g accoun t of t h i s cruise 
of t h e Holjihiii, w r i t t e n by I 'anldi i ig , was 

i:i;Aii-Ai>.Mni \r. an'.AM CACI.IHN(;. 

wha l e - sh ip (ihihe. 'I'lie Doljildii <m t h i s oc
casion w.as coTumandeil by L i e u t e m i u t J o h n 
IVrc iva l . b e t t e r k n o w n in t h e n a v y as 
'• Mad .Jack"- - a seaunni of nncouniion abi l 
ity and fearlessness, b u t e x t r e n u d y eccen
t r ic . Among t h e nndshi | )n)en was t h e l a t e 
Iv<'ar-Admiral Cha r l e s H e n r y Dav i s , w h o 
told t h e w r i t e r of t h i s ske t ch t h a t t h e bohl-
est act he eve r wi tn i ' s sed in all h i s life was 
performed by J j i e u t e n a n t r a u l d i n g in tln^ 
seizure of one of t h e m u t i n e e r s in face of a 
m(d) of in fu r ia ted sa\ ages , several h u n d r e d 
in lunidier, a r m e d w i t h c lubs a u d spears . 

pub l i shed in New Y(uk in 1(^31, t h e preface 
be ing so ([uaint a n d Innnorous as to show be
yond d i s p u t e t h a t all t h e wi t of t h e faunly 
had mit been c(mtiue<l to t h e an thcu 'o f " T h e 
Dutc-huuurs F i res ide . ' ' * W h e n t h e IMpldii 
r e t u r n e d to t h e coas t of Sou th America , 
I ' a u l d i n g re jo ined th i ' f r iga te , a n d in 1828 
found hinistdf oui'e niiu'i! in New York. 

F r o m 18:50 to 1844, t h o u g h c o n s t a n t l y eiii-
idoyed a t sea, bis life was c o m p a r a t i v e l y 

* Jjunew K. Panldiiiij, afterward Secretary of ttiG 
Navj', a cousin of the athniral. 
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uiifiveiit.fiil. For two years lie sewed in 
the MediteiTiuieaii iis first lieutenant of tlie 
IVigate Coiisft'lUilion, iini] in tlie same Avaters 
commanded the schooner Shaik, of t«(dv(! 
gnns, from 1834 to 1837. In Felirnary, 1837, 
ho reached the rank of commander, and for 
three years comnuuided the jA'finit, on the 
West India station. In 1841, for the first 
time in tliirty years' service, we find him on 
"shore dnty,"as execntive officer of the Xew 
York Navy-yard, mider Commodore .James 
Eenshaw. In 1844 he reached the rank of 
captain, and was st'nt to the East Indies in 
command of the Vineeiiiua, of twenty gnns. 
This crnise lasted three years, and proved 
the most dismal of his life, for while in Chi
na that dire scourge, the dysentery, broke ont 
among the crew ,̂ and a very large proi)oi-f ion 
of the ship's company sncenmbed to its lata] 
ettects. tSpared liimself, PanhUng's hnmane 
and generous heart was a constant prey to 
the keenest emotions, witnessing the ago
nies he was powerless to relieve. The re
turn of Connnodore Biddle to the United 
States left him in connnand of the Asiatic 
station, a duty he perlormcd, as he had ever 
performed all his dniies, witli zeal, discre
tion, and entire devoti(ni to his conntry's in
terests. In 1848, after ,a brief respite on 
shore, he was ordered to connnand the 
" crack" frigate of the day, the St. Lairreiicv, 
of forly-four gnns,and sent on a siu't of dip
lomatic crnisi! to the north of Euroiie. 'I'liis 
was to him jirobaldy the most interesting 
crnise of his life, for the Eri'iich revobition 
had s(;t all Enrope in commotion, and the 
agitation for liberty extended to its remotest 
corners. 

Onr government was desirons of aiding 
the Gernninic Confederation to establish a 
navy, and while at Bremerhaveu several 
young Prussians were received on board of 
the .S7. Lainxiia' to 1)c instrncted in mintieal 
science. Captain Panlding was invited liy 
tiie bite King of Prnssia. to visit Berlin, 
and was handsomely entertained at the roy
al palace. Accompanying Prince Adalbert, 
the xVdmiral of Germany, to Frankfort-on-
the-JIaiu, he was presented to the meml)crs 
of tlie (ierman Parliament, WIH) received 
him with great enthnsiasm, and tendered 
him a high connnand in the (^crman service, 
which he politely declined. It is not at all 
improbable that the (Jerman navy of to-day 
owes nincli cd' its efficiency to the ideas in
stilled by this American sailor into the mind 
of Prince Adalbert, who was an iutelligi-nt 
and progressive man. Captain Paulding re-
tnrneil home in I8r)l to connnand the W.-ish-
ingt(ui Navy-yard, where he remained three 
years, up(m tlie couelnsion of wlii(di servic(' 
he reached the highest naval position in the 
gift of his conutry, being ap])ointed by the 
President to command the West India, or 
home squadron. 

His broad pennant was at first hoisted on 

the old sailing frigate I'olomac (forty-four), 
but later on in the new steam-frigate V'a-
hasli—a beiiutifnl vessel, of great jiower for 
tliat day, carry'iig I'orty of the new Dahl-
gren cannon, ami o\"er seven hnndred nmn. 

Paulding, now in his fifty-eiglith year,had 
reached the goal of his professional hopes, 
and many anecdotes are related of the abil
ity and dignity of his administration of the 
att'airs of this scpiadron at a most eventfnl 
peiiod. The Captain-General of Cuba de
clared he was tln^ most distinguished naval 
officer in bearing that he had ever seen in 
the port of Havana, and indeed he deserved 
the eomiilimeut. Of stalwart frame and 
commamling presence, lie combined with 
dignity of mien and courtliness of address 
the greater dignity of intellect, and, though 
a strict disciidinarian, a kindly, benevolent 
manner irresistibly attractive to all seamen 
who ever came in contact with him. His 
ofticers and men nniversally admired and 
re.s]iected him, and tliongh a man of most 
jiositive views and character,it is not known 
that ill a long )irofessional career of sixty-
seven years IK- exer liail a single personal 
enemy in the service. His poiinlarity with 
the men was once anuisingly illustrated dur
ing the odious i-ef/hne of Hogging. .Said an 
idd sailor (afterward a boatswain famous 
for his seamansliiji and incorrigible habit 
of intemperance), " I would rather have the 
'(dd man' [nieaning Pauhling] li<-k me any 
day than get a first-class ' billet' from any 
oilier man." 

lint the command of the home sqn.'iclron 
was no sincenre. On the 8th cd' December, 
18,')7, he arrested Walker the filibnster, with 
all his men, at Greytowii,in Nicaragua, and 
sent him to the T'nited States for ti-ial. For 
this praiseworthy maintenance of treaty 
obligations ami neutrality laws he w.'is 
proni|dly relieved from his eoiiimaiid by 
Picsident Pnchaiian, who hastened in a 
special niessag<' to Congress to disavow all 
complicity in I'anlding's I'esolnte act ! The 
Ostend Jlanifesto had borne its legitimate 
frnit, and the Knights of the (lolden Circle 
had no mind for any such doings as the arrest 
of their agent Walker. Commodore Paul
ding went into retirement with the sympa
thy of milliinis (d' his fellow-('ilizens, while 
the republic of Nicaragua, Avhosc soil it was 
jiretended be had violated, hastened to ten
der him its thanks, a large tract of very 
valnablo land, and a magnificent ,jew<dled 
sword, whiidi last,Congress, in 1851, allowed 
him to accept. 

At the iieiiod of his r(dief Commodore 
I'anlding had commanded the B(|nadron 
nearly three years, but for the remainder of 
President liuchanan's term he was utterly 
ignored. He bore it all very patiently, sus
tained by the consciousness of duty faith
fully performed, and bided his time. Great 
events were now hastening, and the flames 
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(•)f civil w a r soon si)rt'a(l far a m i A\ idf. Tiw. 
first i i a \ a i olUccr scu t I'or liy I ' rosidci i t Jjiii-
colii was Hi ram I 'aii ldiii j ; , w lio was de ta i l ed 
to assist Si - r re tarv Wel l e s in tile N a v y De
p a r t m e n t . H i s l o y a l t y and devo t ion t o his 
lhi*>" wc ie i-N'ery \\lier(^ k n o w n , a n d whi le 
t r a i t o r s a n d ti'inune-rs were n n m e r o n s <;\'en 
in t h e navy , h is voiee, a t least , g a v e on t no 
unce r t a in scmnd, lor it s u m n n m e d his com
r a d e s to t h e in ipcndin j ; eonlli<'t tor n a t i o n a l 
u n i t y a n d ec|nal r i g h t s to all men n n d e r t h e 
t lag. T h e iiohle old nian w h o in his boy
hood h.'nl seen t h e p rond cross (d'.St. ( icorge 
l owered to the Stui's a n d .Slripes a n n d t h e 
s m o k e a n d d in of de s | i c r a t e hat t ie , w a s n o t 
one to w i l l i ng ly a l low a s ingle s t a r to fade 
from t h e union of t h e g lor i ims old !)ann(,'r 
n n d e r whic h he h a d fought : so he r ea soned 
w i t h his l i tc- long fr iend Commodore T a t t 
na l l , a t h e a r t a I 'n ioi i m a n . T h e t w o men 
h a d gro\ \ n g r a y t o g e t h e r in t h e na \ ' y , h a d 
beconii ' d e v o l c d fr iends in ear ly life, h a d 
n a m e d the i r ( h i l d r e n af te r each o the r , and 
n o w , a l a s ! t h e y ^Yere to | i a r t and t u r n t h e i r 
s w o r d s a g a i n s t each o the r ' s b reas t . T a t t -
iKill. a man of eh iva l r i c imiudscs , is sa id to 
h a v e shed b i t t e r t e a r s at t h i s intcrvi(M\ 
w i th his old comrade , and ye t , t h o u g h no 
symi)at lii/.er w i th secession, m) pe r suas ions , 
c n t r e a i i e s , or r e m o n s t r a n c e s on t h e J>art o t 
P a u l d i n g could tu rn him from his in l lexible 
res(dve to cas t h i s fo r tunes w i t h his n a t i v e 
S ta t e , 

Years after, w h e n t h e w a r h a d ended , t h e 
w r i t e r was presen t at .'in acc iden ta l uu ' c t i ug 
of the tw( •]\ in New York ci ty, " W h y , 
,Joe, yiui d e a r old nixl, how a re y(Hi ?'' sa id 
r ' a u l d i u g . c h i p p i n g tli(^ cx-Confedei 'a te on 
t h e shouldi ' r w i th a force lit to tell an o x ; 
and t lu ' r enpon he took the br(d<eu-hearted 
old nnm to his beaut i fu l home on t h e shores 
of Long Is land Sound, w h e r e he e n t e r t a i n e d 
h i m many days , t h e sad c h a p t e r <d' the civil 
Avar licing neve r once ;illndcil to , I ' au l -
d ing ' s g e n c r o n s ibrge t fn jness of t h e i>ast 
w a s n(d lost on t h e br.-ivc sai lor w h o .at t h e 
d i s a s t rous repu l se of I he I ' r i t ish on t h e I 'ei-
lio, in t'hiu.-i. decl.'ired blood to be " t h i c k e r 
t luin w a t e r ;" a n d t h e t wo nuui | )a r ted t i rm-
er f r iends than e \ c r , n e x c r aga in to nu 'e t 
on ear t l i . for s luir t ly a f t e r w a r d t ' o iumodore 
Ta t fn.ill d ied . 

A m o n g till- m a n y onerous d u t i e s devo lv
ing on Couniiodorc I ' a u l d i n g in If^tU was 
t h a t most disagrcea.lile t a sk , t h e des t rue t i (m 
of t h e Norfolk X a v y y a r i l . 

T h i s ati'air, which has l;een m u c h c r i t i 
cised by SOUK' persons u u f i u u l i a r w i t h all 
th(^ facts , and by some mi l i t a ry men w h o 
ke[it well to the r ea r in t h e daiic d a y s of 
A|)ri l . 1-lil. w;is, n n d e r t h e c i r c n m s t a n e e s in 
which Counnodore I ' a u l d i n g found t h e y a r d 
on Aiiril •Jli, a necess i ty , pa in fu l b u t un
a v o i d a b l e . N'neillation on t h e j iar t of t h e 
c o n n n a n d a n t a n d t r e a s o n or indifference on 
t h e p a r t of his s u b o r d i n a t e s had led t o t h e 

s e n t t l i n g of t h e tine s t eam- f r iga t e ilvrriinac 
a n d o t h e r vessels even before C'oniniod(Ue 
I ' a u l d i n g had r e a c h e d F o r t r e s s Monroi! from 
W a s h i n g t o n . T h i s r e d u c e d atfairs to sm-li 
a cond i t ion t h a t t h e a b a n d o n m e n t of t h e 
ya rd b e c a m e a necess i ty , t h e g o \ ' e r n n i e n t 
no t h a v i n g t h e r equ i s i t e IVuce t o hold it, a m i 
t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e pub l i e proi>erty fol
lowed, as a consequence of t h e written o rders 
n n d e r w Inch Counnodore I ' a n l d i u g was ac t 
ing. His c o n d u c t rece ived t h e e n t i r e a p -
|)roval of P r e s i d e i d l . incoln .and S e c r e t a r y 
Wel les , who fully leali / .ed t h e s te rn necessi
t y w liieli p r o m p t e d his course , it be ing im
poss ible at tlidt time t o s]iare t h e s t e a m e r 
Pawnee to r tlu^ defense of Norfolk, t h e na
t i o n a l c a p i t a l be ing i tse l f in ser ious j e o p 
a rdy . 

In Sep t ember , 18G1, Connnodorc P a u l d i n g 
served .as a nunnlier of l l ie board to e x a m i n e 
t h e j d a n s of i ron-cased vessels , a n d i t s re
p o r t is n ienu)rable as h a v i n g reconnuendcal 
t h e b u i l d i n g of t h e Monitor—ji c rea t ion <>f 
t h e wonder fu l g e n i u s of Er icsson . S h o r t l y 
af te r t h i s h e w a s (u-dered to eomnnuid t h e 
New York N a v y - y a r d , t h e mos t i m p o r t a n t 
s t a t i on the g o v e r n m e n t possessed. His du
t ies here- were ar<luims to a d e g r e e ; b u t 
a l t h m i g h in his s ix ty- l i f th year , and t e c h n i c 
ally ' ' r e t i r e d , " he served in t h i s t i 'y ing com
m a n d d u r i n g t h e e n t i r e civil war , infusing' 
ene rgy in to his subcu 'dinates , a n d s e n d i n g t o 
t h e scenes of b a t t l e a n d b lockade h u n d r e d s 
of \'esseks and t l na i s auds of nu'ii . I t was 
en t i r e ly <lu(! to his fores ight t h a t t h e Moni
tor \\ as so speedi ly ci|uip)aMl for service , a n d 
a tcdegram received on t h e n i g h t of March 
5, l'"^o'.i, c o n n t e r u u i u d i n g he r (u'ders t o I 'or-
t ress J h m r o e , and i n s t r u c t i n g C a p t a i n AYor-
(hui t o lose no tiim^ in ])rocecding wi th his 
vcssi 1 d i rec t t o W a s h i n g t o n alf<'r p a s s i n g 
t h e ca[)es, was w i t h h e l d by Counuo<hu'e 
P a u l d i n g , w h o ha<l | ] r iva te .advices of t h e 
d a n g e r (}f hn igc r de lay in t h e dis|i, 'itch of 
Ihis vess(d t o l lampf iu i Koads . Th i s en-
ableil the vesscd to c iud tcmt t h e Merrimac on 
the Uth of March , ami t h u s eml her career 
of des t rnc t icm. 

In .July, "if^'Cfi, t h e g r a d e of r e a r - a d n n r a l 
was <reated tor the lii'st t inn; in A m e r i c a n 
h i s t (uy , a n d P re s iden t Tiuccdu d i r ec t ed by 
t h e ac t t o aii])oint fen of t h e most d i s t i n 
g u i s h e d r e t i r e d oll icms t o t h a t g rade . H i 
r am P a u l d i n g w a s one of the ten so a))-
] iointed, an<l, h a v i u g s u r \ i v e d all h is com
rades , was , at flu^ t ime of his d e a t h , t h e old
est adnnr.'il in flu' n a \ y . 

W l u n t h e nuuuorab le draf t r io t s b r o k e 
o u t in New Yiu-k c i ty in J u l y , lS(i:i, t h e safe
ty of t h e mos t A"alu.|l>le |>iutioii of the town 
from (-(mfusion a n d ]iill,age w a s l a rge ly due 
to fhi' emu-gy and fores ight of th i s veter.an 
officer, \ \ h o , not c o n t e n t \\\\\\ c a u s i n g g u n 
b o a t s to pa t ro l t h e r ive rs , d i s p a t c h e d w i th in 
t w o Inuirs a n a v a l b a t t a l i o n of seamen a n d 
m a r i n e s to r e p o r t to Gene ra l W o o l for d u t y , 
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a n d moored vessels a t all i i i i i iortaii t po in t s , 
w i t h t l ieir c a n n o n ready to sweep t l ie s t r e e t s 
if neeessa ry . T i n s e n a b l e d t l ie New York 
pol ice to uiaUo Iiead a<;aiiist tlii! nioli, and 
tlie r io t was af te r a t ime p n t d o w n w i t lumt 
o t l ie r m a t e r i a l a id . 

In t h e conrse of a long, and , as we h a v e 
seen, very even t fu l life, a n d in his m a n y po
s i t ions of honor and t rn s t , Admi ra l I ' a n l d i n g 
a l w a y s a c t e d w i t h ab i l i ty a n d (iiiiet cour
age t e m p e r e d wifli d i sc re t ion , e x h i b i t i n g an 
e v e r - z e a l o u s devo t ion to t h e pub l i c good, 
w h i c h m a d e h i m t h e r e c i p i e n t of severa l 
n o t e w o r t h y m a r k s of d i s t i n c t i o n . 

Congress , by i t s j o i n t reso lu t ion of Octo
b e r 20, 1814, vo ted him a sword for g a l l a n t r y 
on L a k e C'liamplain ; t h e t e s t i m o n i a l s of 
N i c a r a g u a h a v e a l r eady been a l l uded t o ; 
finally K ing Vic tor E m m a n u e l conferred ini 
h im the decorati(Ui (d' t he eciiu 'strian order 
of St. J I au r i ce (an I t a l i a n oriler of k n i g h t 
hood ) , a n d Congress h a v i n g a u t h o r i z e d i ts 
a c c e p t a n c e , i t w a s rece ived by t h i s s turdy 
r e p u b l i c a n v e t e r a n witl i a (|ue<'r t w i n k l e in 
b i s bine eyes. l i n t h e pn t it careful ly a w a y , 
a n d i t is ]>robable few of his n e i g h b o r s eve r 
k n e w they had an I t a l i a n k n i g h t " com-
m e n d a t o r e " r e s id ing in t h e i r v i c i n i t y . 

F r o m I8(iii to IHoi) t h e a d u n r a l was gov
e r n o r of t h e N a v a l Asylum in r i i i l a d e l [ d n a , 
a n d in 1870 w as a s s igned to t h e mere ly nom-
iiuil d n t y of ])ort a d u n r a l a t l ios ton , a )iost 
h e d id not solici t , in consei inence of his .age 
and in l l rmi t ies , and which w a s teudere i l by 
t h e d e | i a r t m e n t s imply as a coin | i l inu 'nt for 
p a s t se rv ices , a n d to increase h i s r a t h e r 
s c a n t y sa l a ry . 

Ti l ls se rv ice ended in 1871, a f t e r wh ich 
t i m e he (juietly res ided OIL h i s tai'iii a t L loyd ' s 
H a r b o r , o n L img I s l a n d Sound . H e r e , r e t i r e d 
from t h e wor ld a n d i ts cares , he led a peace
ful, h a p p y life, s i i r ronmled by h i s ch i ld ren 
a n d h i s g r a n d c l i i l d r e n — h i s swurd t u r n e d t o 
p l o u g h s h a r e a n d his s p e a r to i i rnn ing hook. 

F o r m a n y weeks iirevioiis to his d e a t h , 
w h i c h ocenr rcd on S u n d a y , O c t o b e r "20,1878, 
t h e old man h a d been g r a d u a l l y fa i l ing in 
hea l l l i . All h is <dd comrades in t h e s t i r r i n g 
e v e n t s of 181'2-15 liad lu-ecedcd liim across 
t h e d a r k r i ve r a n d i n to t h e l a n d of s h a d o w s . 
H e w a s a lone , a n d in his inonients of snli'er-
i n g (d'ten w e a r i e d <if t h a t lonel iness , e<ini-
p a r i u g his lot t o t l i a t of some war -worn , 
w e a t h e r - b e a t e n h u l k of tlu! olden t ime , 
wliose c o m p a n i o n s l iad long s ince d i s a p 
p e a r e d in s t (nin a n d l lat t l(^ At las t c a m e 
t h e linal s ignal from the ( i r ea t t^aptai i i , iiiid 
o b e d i e n t l y t h e fai thful seaman answci 'cil the 
cal l , a n d cpiietly dei iar te i l on t h a t n n k n o u n 
voyages w liicli k n o w s no e n d i n g . 

In a lonely ccu'ner of tlu^ H u n t i n g t o n cem
e te ry , on a g(!ntle slope o v e r l o o k i n g t h e b lue 
w a t e r s of t h e noble S o n n d — t h e C o n n e c t i c u t 
h i l l s in t h e d im d i s t a n c e — l i e t h e mor t a l re
m a i n s of H i r a m P a u l d i n g , t h e b r a v e , h o n e s t , 
p a t r i o t i c sa/ lor . 

A PICTURE AND A PARABLE. 
A N old-time ingle, warm and wide, 

Sliaiiiiiig oiu- iiKidein nuumcrs, 
Where backwood uioiKirchs, side by side, 

I'ling \i|i thcii- rival banners. 
And send their gleaming cohorts fast 

The flying shadows after. 
Till wannth and comfort glow at last 

From shilling floor to rafter; 
Now glitteiiiig in the silver store 

Of lieiileunis with a stoiy. 
Now weaving saintly halos for 

The elder's ci<nvn of glory ; 
But tendei'est the fire-light glows. 

And merriest is glancing 
Upon a boy with check of rose, 

In baby frolic dancing 
About a loving lather 's knee. 

Whose bi-ovv of cai-c unbending 
To join in all the baby glee 

Is father's fondness lending; 
While, widi her hiving smile for all, 

The gentle household mother 
Moves (|iieenly through her kingdom small. 

Nor longs for any other, 
lint muses, in a hajipy way, 

Whelhei on Ciirtli tlieie may be 
Another such papa to play 

lio-peep with such a baby. 
Full well the picture I recall 

My childish fancy greeted. 
And which the scene that most of all 

I liked TO have repeated : 
How, when his father's hiding-place 

The lioy could not discover, 
A while ho stood with puzzled face 

Thinking the inatter over. 
Then stoo[)ed with sudden roguery 

And aii's of mock coufitling, 
And jieeped beneath a chi[> to see 

If there papa was hiding; 
And how the trick brought papa out 

With sudden peal of l.-iughter, 
And joyous was the baby's shout, 

And wild the frolic after. 

And still my fancy lingers in 
The pretty, cliildish story. 

And thinks a deeper sense to win. 
As fi'oni an allegory; 

For what (}o we with childish wits— 
More witless children ratliei'— 

Seeking beneath our chips and bits 
Of truth to find the Father— 

" L o here, lo there"—when every where 
His walls of home do hold us. 

The warmth and love-light of His care 
liy day and night infold us ? 

And nhen we lay us don n to sleep. 
And scenes of earth forsake us. 

His piescnce still our .souls shall kee|i, 
Ilis morning kiss shall wake us. 

Does not the Father 's pity yearn 
To comfort them that fear Him, 

Until within His arms they learn 
That thev are alwavs near Iliin ? 
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