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WIUHT-SKKING. 

A NATION IN A NUTSHELL. 

WASHINGTON to-day is so cosmo
politan that the proud citizen who 

goes thither for the first time has to stop 
and reflect a little before he can fullj^ 
comprehend that it all belongs to him. 
Twenty years ago—the time of Buchan
an's Presidency and Douglas's suprema
cy as a Presidency-seeker—it was a skele
ton structure, a scattered, unhealthful 
village, doubly dwarfed by its huge pub
lic buildings. Now it is a city clean and 
fair, and the public buildings are connect
ed by a living tissue of populous streets. 

It has not grown as other American 
cities grow: its progress has been tardy. 
This yeanling of towns, so carefully fos
tered on the banks of the Potomac, has 
not availed itself to any great extent of 
that popular method of improvement so 
successfully adopted by Chicago and Bos
ton—the method of burning; and its in
crease has been more a reflection of tlie 
extending magnitude of other centres 
than a spontaneous movement. More 
and more the custom has grown among 
the rich or energetic and inquiring in-
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