
The " Wyoming" dashing into the Jiipanese B'leet. 

OUR NAVY m ASIATIC WATERS. 

BY WILLIAM ELLIOT GRIFFIS. 

t T tlie date of the expulsion of the 
XJL Spaniard and the Portuguese from Ja
pan, a new nation was begvin by the Pil
grims at the edge of the North American 
wilderness. Two centuries later, in 1837, 
the unarmed ship Mnmson, sent by an 
American firm in China to take back Jap
anese waifs into Yedo Bay, was fired on 
and driven away. " W h y , " asked the 
owner, " is the sentence of expulsion 
passed so long ago upon the Spaniards 
and Portuguese entailed upon us?" It is 
creditable to the Great Pacific Power, as 
President Arthur named the United States, 
tliat her very first ships carried the olive-
branch. Beside the apostles of gainful 
trade, our country sent missionaries, phy
sicians, and teachers, planting chvu'ches, 
hospitals, schools, and colleges. In the 
empire of China, first peacefully opened 
to American commerce b3' Sha«', and in 
Japan and Korea, both led into the world's 
brotherhood of nations bv Per rvand Shu-

feJdt, blood has been spilled by our people 
only in self-defence or after provocation. 

I.—EARLY KPISODES liV CHINA. 

T H E Dutch and British East India Com
panies opened tlie eyes of Americans to 
tl)e rici] harvest-fields of ti-ade whitening 
in tlie Far East. I t was American gin
seng thai first, through the Hollandei'S in 
the Hudson A^alley, made the Chinese 
practically aware of and interested in "The 
Country of the Flowery Flag." It was 
the Chinese leaf, tea, .shipped from Amoy 
on British merchantmen, that precipitated 
the Revolutionary war, bringing about 
that event of Ju ly 4. 1776, which has ever 
since I'equired an endless supply of Ohi-
ne.se fire-crackers to celebrate it. 

No sooner was peace concluded between 
Great Britain and the United States than 
the sln'j) Empress, loaded with ginseng, 
and commanded by Captain Green, sailed 
from New York on Washington's birth-
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day, Februarj^ 23, 1784, for Canton. Ma
jor Samuel Shaw, lier supercargo and ex-
artillery officer ill the United States army, 
established American trade in Canton. In 
the ship Massachusetts he returned, and 
was American consul from 1790 to 1794. 
Tlie exchange of ginseng and tea, and af
terwards of cotton and crockery, became 
lively and permanent. Captain Gray car
ried the American flag round the world 
between 1787 and 1790, during which time 
he discovered the Columbia River, thus 
making a basis for the American claims, 
and opening the way for barter of the 
furs of Oregon for the silks of China. 

The first passage at arms between Amer
ican citizens and Ciiinese was in 1809, 
when Mr. J. P. Sturgis, of Boston, arrived 
in the ship Ataliualpa, Captain Bacon, at 
Macao. Tlie terrible Chinese pirate Apoot-
sae was then ravaging the coast, capturing 
imperial forts, laying whole towns under 
contribution, massacring those who op
posed him,and terrorizing the mandarins. 
In vain were rewards offered for his head. 
Having watched and seen the chief offi
cer and an armed boat's crew leaving the 
Atahualpa for the city to obtain a river 
pilot, he thought the capture of the for
eign devil's ship would be easy. Ranging 
his junks under color of moving up the 
river, and feigning to run past the Amer
ican ship, the pirates suddenly rounded,ex
pecting to leap on board and kill the eigh
teen or twenty men left there. Instead 
of quick success, the Chinaman caught a 
Tartar. Astounded as the Yankees were, 
their cannon were fortunately loaded,and 
they made lively use of them, and with 
Brown Bess muskets, horse-pistols, and 
boarding-pikes, defended themselves witli 
spirit. The Ciiinese tlirew on decli ])lenty 
of those home-made hand-grenades which, 
owing to the quantity of sulphur in tlie 
powder, were unpoetically termed " stink
pots," but they killed none of their foes. 
Amid the shrieks and groans of their 
wounded, a hellisli din witli gongs and 
drums was kept up. The Yankees fired 
with such effect that the Chinese were 
beaten oft". Apootsae called away his men, 
and his ships were soon lost to sight. This 
episode put such courage into the coward
ly mandarins that, by means of bribery 
and treachery, they secured the cutthroat 
Apootsae, and had him put to death by the 
slow and prolonged process of hacking, 
called " t h e thousand cuts." From this 
time forth there was intense respect for 

Americans at Canton and Macao, and busi
ness increased with little interruption. 

II.—EARLY VISITS TO JAPAX. 

T H E American flag was seen in Japan
ese waters as early as 1797, at a time wiien 
the future Commodore M. C. Perry and 
his brother Oliver, boys of three and 
twelve years old, trained by their Spartan 
mother, were learning how to conquer self 
before capti:iring a squadron and opening 
a hermit empire. Over-fat Holland, then 
neither brave nor little, but distracted and 
bleating like a fat sheep before Napoleon 
the wolf, had been degraded into the Bata-
viau Republic. The Dutcii flag was wiped 
off the sea, for British cruisers were at the 
ends of the earth. In order to keep up their 
trade monopoly with Japan, the Dutch 
of Java engaged Captain Stewart, on the 
ship Eliza of New York, to go to a place 
of which—except in Swift's Gullivers 
Travels—few Americans had ever heard. 
Thus the tliirteen sti'ipes and seventeen 
stars were mirrored on tiie waters of Na
gasaki Bay when President Jefferson was 
in Japanese eyes the '' King of America." 
In 1799 Captain James Devereaux, in tlie 
American ship Franklin, performed the 
same task. "When the nineteenth century 
opened, Captain John Derby, from Salem, 
Massachusetts, under cliarter of the East 
India Company, attempted to open trade 
with Japan, but failed. In 1803, Stewai't, 
still flying the American flag, came again 
to tills loop-hole which the Japanese kept 
open by means of the Dutch. Except gin
seng, the Japanese wanted none of our 
products. 

Japanese art pictures in symbol the 
primal introduction of civilization into 
their " Clitf Fortress Country" by means 
of a whale, and the god of literature has 
a brush-pen in one hand and a roll or pad 
of manuscript in the other, while he stands 
in festive attitude on the back of a huge 
sea-monster. In reality it was a whale 
that introduced the Americans to Japan, 
and ushered in her present amazing pros
perity. In search of this furnisher of oil 
and bone, American ships moved out be
yond Nantucket southward, around Cape 
Horn, and up the Pacific. Though the 
blubber industry was nearly destroyed 
by tlie Revolutionary war, it revived. 
By 1812 our men of the harpoon were so 
numerous in the Pacific Ocean that Com
modore David Porter, in the Essex, with 
David Farragut among his midshipmen, 
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flif. ^ 4. ^^M! 

COMMODOHE MATTHEW OALBBAITH P E E R Y . 

A J;ipiiiit;ii: pijrtr;iil, witli A iioeiii i'V Yrt^hiila >liiiiji. 

was sent ou t to [jrotect Y a n k e e wlialers 
fi-om Bri t ish depreda t ion . A l r eady some 
Ijad gone far n o r t h , b r i n g i n g back stories of 
how tlie l i t t le b rown men of J a p a n c a u g h t 
whales — as t h e y do yet—^ in big nets . 
C o m m o d o r e Por t e r , in 1815, ui'ged u p o n 
Sec re ta ry J a m e s Monroe t h a t J a p a n be 
opened to commerce , a n d p l ans were ma-

, « ! » • t a r e d for I he despatch of a frig
ate and two sloops of w a r ; bu t the 
vessels wei'C never sent . Now be
gan the long s tory of t he impr is 
o n m e n t of sh ipwrecked A m e r i c a n 
sai lors on the coasts of Tycoon-
land . J o h n Q u i n c y A d a m s de
nied t he r i g h t of Dai Nippon lo 
be a h e r m i t na t ion , bu t h is was a 
voice ci 'v ing in the wilderness . 
Nei ther ou r g o v e r n m e n t n o r peo
ple seemed to be p rope r ly in ter
ested in foreign commerce , m u c h 
less in a n y n a v a l appl icat ion of 
the doc t r ine of " m a n i f e s t desti
ny '' o r teri ' i torial expans ion . 

Ill,—THE ADVKAT oK A:\1EK1CAX 
PUWEK i.\ THE i'ACTEJU. 

^VHEN A n d r e w Jackson be
came Pres iden t , the Uni ted States 
began to fo rmu la t e s o m e t h i n g 
l ike a foreign policy. C o m m o 
dore David P o r t e r m a d e t rea t ies 
wi th Tu rkey . The F r e n c h and 
the Neapo l i t ans were compel led 
to p a y l.heir debts. One of the 
most br i l l ian t of Amei ' ican nava l 
opera t ions in the Medi t e r r anean 
was seen when six of the finest, 
f loat ing fortresses in the wor ld , 
u n d e ) ' " 0 1 d G l o r y , " en te red suc
cessively tlie Bay of Najdes, and 
ranged the i r broadsides opposi te 
the beaut i ful ci ty of K i n g B o m b a . 
C h a n g i n g liis a t t i t ude of h a u g h t y 
refusal to pay, he h a n d e d over in 
cash wha t he owed the U n i t e d 
Sta tes for liis falhei' 's dejjreda-
t ions. 

Even Asia felt the n e w influ
ence from W a s h i n g t o n . E d m u n d 
Roberts , of P o r t s m o u t h . N e w 
H a m p s h i r e — p o s t h u m o u s l y , a n d 

; pei 'haps t ru th fu l ly , ca l led i n 
slainod-glass memor i a l t he " a m -

- J bassador ' " of t he Uni ted States , 
bu t officially P re s iden t J a c k s o n ' s 
" a g e n t , " and n a v a l l y ra ted a s 
captaiiTs c le rk—became ou r effi
c ient first A m e r i c a n e n v o y in 

the F a r East . O n the sloop of w a r Pea
cock, after o v e r c o m i n g g rea t obstacles , 
he made treat ies wi th Musca t a n d Siani . 
Ill Coch in C h i n a he failed, whe re suc
cess was impossible . I n t he expecta t ion 
of r e a c h i n g J a p a n , he died J u n e 12, 1836, 
a t Macao. In Augus t of t he n e x t y e a r 
C o m m o d o r e Kenned v, in the U n i t e d 
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States sloop Peacock, reached those isl
ands one of which Captain Reuben 
Coffin, of Nantucket, had already 
iianied, but which were called by the 
Japanese Bonin, or " no man's land." 
for they were then claimed by no gov
ernment. Since 1876 the Bonin group 
has been made an integral part of the 
Mikado's empire. The Peacock was our 
first man-of-war in Japanese waters, the 
for.erunner of Dewey and his steel 
squadron. 

Americans toolc up the torch dropped 
by Roberts to bear it on in the race. 
Messrs. King-and Co., of Macao, in their 
own ship,appropriately named after the 
great m issionary Morrison, reached Ura-
ga. in Yedo Bay, July 29, 1837. Their 
fi'eight consisted of sliipwrecked Jap
anese and presents for tiie people. As 
on William Penu's colonizing ships, 
there was not a gun or cannon aboard. 
The story of their repulse is soon told. 
Though they explained their mission, 
and were visited by hundreds of people 
who .saw theii' unarmed condition, they 
were tired on before casting anchor, 
and again the next morning from a 
fresh battei'v of cannon built oyernight. 
The .same experience met them in Satsu-

'••WA 

TOWNSEND HARRIS, 

United States Consul-General to Japan. 

COMMANDER JAMES GLYNN, 

Of the United States Brig " I'reble." 

nia, farther south. In the eyes of the 
Japanese, the Spaniard and Portuguese 

had tarred all aliens with the same 
brush. 

By the time of "Tippecanoe and Tyler 
too," American naval operations had 
become so far organized that there was 
an "East India squadron." The United 
States ship of the line Columbus and 
the Vincennes reached Yedo Bay in 
1846, but were at once surrounded by 
scores of armed boats. To the polite 
letter of President Polk, an answer 
of impudent defiance was returned, 
and Commodore Biddle was insulted. 
While in full uniform, stepping fi'om 
a junk, a common Japanese sailor gave 
the American chief a j)ush which land
ed him unceremoniously in the bottom 
of his own boat. Japanese offlcei-s 
promised to punish the man, but no
thing was done, and the Amei-ican ships 
went away. The immediate i-esult was 
that the American shipwrecked sailors 
—wlio were not indeed always of the 
loveliest disposition—were more cruelly 
treated than ever. One of them, on 
threatening possible vengeance fi'om 
American men-of-wai', was stieeringly 
told that his government could care 
nothing for poor seamen, for a Japanese 
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IV. -GLYNN, PERRY, AND 
HARRIS. 

CAPTAIN ( A F T E R W A R D S R E A B - A D M I R A L ) ANDREW 

HULL FOOTE. 

b o a t m a n had insu l ted even a n A m e r i c a n 
a d m i r a l , a n d h a d not been m a d e to suffer 
a n y p u n i s h m e n t . 

COMMODORE JOSIAH TATTNALL. 

T H I S episode m a d e ou r n a v a l 
officers, a n d one in pa r t i cu l a r , 
resolve on a different course of 
depor tmen t . Caiptain Geis inger , 
former ly of t h e Peacock, hear
ing from the D u t c h consu l a t 
Can ton of e ighteen sa i lors im
prisoned at Nagasak i , ordered 
C o m m a n d e r Gl.ynn in the Ufiit-
ed Sta tes br ig Preble to rescue 
them. A t th i s t ime t h e seas 
were so l i t t le k n o w n , the c h a r t s 
so imperfect , and the season so 
inc l emen t , t ha t nava l men a t 
Hong-ko i ig l a u g h e d at the idea 
of t he l i t t le four teen-gun Ijrig 
ever a r r i v i n g at her des t ina t ion . 
A l Napa , in t he L o o - C h o c 
I s l ands , t he na t ives o p e n l y 
scorned the not ion of G l y n n 
be ing able to do a n y t h i n g , 
when, in the " J a p a n e s e v ic to ry 
over th e A ni erican s "—ref err in g 
to the episode in Y e d o B a y — a 
ship of the l ine a n d a sloop of 
war had been " di-iven a w a y . " 

Al l tliis pu t G l y n n on h i s met t le . 
R e a c h i n g Nagasak i , h e dashed t h r o u g h 
the cordon of boats and dropped a n c h o r 

w i th in r a n g e of t h e c i ty sub
urbs . Tlie boom of the c a n n o n 
a n n o u n c i n g h i s a r r iva l was 
sweet mus i c to t he A m e r i c a n 
sai lors in pr i son . Boarded by 
a chief in t e rp re t e r wi th a t tend
an t s , w h o inqu i red his business , 
G l y n n was ordered to leave t h e 
w a t e r s of J a p a n a t once. T h e 
A m e r i c a n ' s immedia te r ep ly 
was t h a t h i s miss ion was to 
the g o v e r n m e n t . T h e n , r a t h e r 
os ten ta t ious ly , he g a v e t he or
der to heave anchor , spread .sail, 
a n d m o v e fo rward . Vis ions of 
invo lun ta ry ' hara-ki r i a t once 
exci ted t he J a p a n e s e to v o l u b l e 
protests . Never the less , G l y n n 
moved in to t he i n n e r h a r b o r 
and a n c h o r e d wi th in two h u n 
dred y a r d s of t he ba t te r ies o n 
e i ther side of the a n c h o r a g e . 
H e refused to see a n y b o d y bu t 
the governor , s e n d i n g word 
tha t h e would no t leave u n t i l 
he had obtained the A m e r i c a n 
seamen on deck. l i e d e m a n d e d 
the i r immed ia t e release. F u r -
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thermore, he made it plain that if the 
cordon of boats was not quickly broken 
up, he would blow them out of the water. 

During the nine days the 
Preble remained, a great 
army of soldiers gathered. 
Extra guns to the number 
of sixty were mounted, 
any one of which, rightly 
trained, might have sunk 
the Preble. Yet, in spite 
of the glittering arms, the 
bright and variegated co 
ors of the feudal banners, 
and the military and naval 
fl;igs, the American com
mander, while granting a 
little longer time, refused 
to modify his request. 
Half his crew were on 
deck all the time, and ev
ery precaution against sui'-
prise and preparation for 
attack was made. Glynn 
was ably second
ed by Lieutenant 
Silas Bent—after
wards with Perry, 
and the scien
tific discoverer of 
the Kuro Sliiwo. 
or Pacific Gulf 
Stream. 

A new gov
ernor came into 
office. Visiting 
Glynn in the cab
in, he asked for 
three days more time. Making an end to 
suavity of manner, Glynn dashed his list 
upon the table and exclaimed, " Not an
other hourl" Nor should the governor 
nor any of the party leave the ship till 
he got an answer. Instantly the excited 
Japanese stood up, the interpreter telling 
Commander Glynn that this was a high 
officer, and must not be so spoken to. 
" S o am I," I'etorted Glynn; " I repre
sent the government of the United States." 
A parley was then asked for by the Japan
ese. With watch in hand, Glynn waited 
during the promised fifteen minutes. 
When the Japanese returned to the cabin, 
the governor remarked to Glynn that he 
could have the men on the following day. 

Then " grim-visaged war smoothed his 
wrinkled front." With the fi'ankest cor
diality Glynn ordered refreshments, ex
tended every courtesy, and showed Ihe 

THE JAPANESE PREMIER II. 
After a wooden statue presented to the Museum at Washingtc 

officers the drill, discipline, manual of 
arms,and general quarters. The next day 
the imprisoned Americans were brought 

on board, with every par
ticle of property that be
longed to them or their 
owners. W^ithin fifty-nine 
days from leaving, Glynn 
had returned to Hong
kong. 

Among the captives re
leased was Ronald Mac-
Donald, born in Astoria, 
Oregon, about 1825. He 
had reached Japan in the 
wlialing - ship Plymouth, 
and had been voluntarily 
put ashore for curiosity's 
sake, but was involuntari
ly made a prisoner. This 
bright youth was the first 
teacher of the English 
language in Japan — the 
forerunner of that mod

ern education by 
American teach
ers wliich has so 
transformed an 
Oriental people. 
He was a bearer 
of the Pilgrim's 
creed to a nation 
which now re
joices in a writ
ten constitution 
and is tending to 
democracy; for, 
when asked by 

the Japanese officer to state the soui'ce of 
all power in the United States, and proceed 
from the highest to the lowest in au
thority, he answered, first of all, " t h e 
people" — a phrase inexplicable to the 
Japanese of that daj'. Among his pupils 
was Moriyama, who served as interpreter 
in the Perry negotiations. 

Commander Glynn ])ut into the hand 
of Perry the key which that gallant offi
cer used with such success in making the 
long-closed doors of feudal Japan open 
to commerce and civilization. By the 
blending of scrupulous politeness, con
summate attention to the details of eti
quette, and, last but not least, the display 
of abundant and most efficient force. 
Perry was able to win a " brain victory," 
without firing a hostile shot or shedding 
a drop of blood. Yet Commander Glynn 
had paved the way for his success. 
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W h e n P e r r y ' s peaceful a r m a d a h a d 
sailed a w a y , J a p a n e s e offlciakloin hoped 
it had go t I'id of t h e " h a i r y b a r b a r i a n s " 
for a l o n g in te rva l . W l i a t was the 
a m a z e m e n t of the S h i m o d a officers ou 
A u g u s t 21, 1856, to behold t he Uni ted 

REAR-ADMIRAL DAVID STOCKTON MODOC'GAL. 

Sta tes s t eamsh ip San Jacinto, C o m m o 
dore A r m s t r o n g , with T o w n s e u d H a r r i s , 
c o n s u l - g e n e r a l , on board I A res idence 
was asked for, a n d the c o m m o n cour te
sies p rope r in o p e n i n g re la t ions of offi
cial a m i t y were d e m a n d e d and obta ined . 
A m i d t h e s t r a ins of " H a i l C o l u m b i a , " 
H a r r i s l anded . On Sep tember 4 ou r 
sa i lors formed a r i n g a r o u n d tlie flag
staff and clieered " t h e first consu l a r 
flag" in the empi re . A t 5 P .M. t he San 
Jacinto left for C h i n a . 

Meanwhi l e , wi t i iout a sh ip or a sai lor , 
p rac t ica l ly deser ted by h i s g o v e r n m e n t 
for e ighteen m o n t h s , except a brief visit 
from Capta in F o o t e in the Un i t ed Sta tes 
sh ip Portsmouth, T o w n s e u d H a r r i s won 
eve ry point , a n d p repared the w a y for 

the d ip lomacy of 
t w e n t y na t ions . 
Refus ing to de
l ive r P r e s i d e n t 
P ie rce ' s le t ter to 
a n y one b u t " t h e 
empero r . " lie en
tered Yedo , the 
l ong - forbidden 
city, on N o v e m 
ber 30, 1857, re
fus ing on the w a y 
to u n d e r g o a n y of 
the l iumi l ia t ions 
c o m m o n to t he 
Tycoon ' s vassals . 
H i s gua rd , at-
t endan t s , and bag
gage-horses were 
decorated wi th 
t he A m e r i c a n 
a r m s a n d coloi's. 
W i t h o n l y h i s 
D u t c h .secretary, 
Mr. H e u s k e n , he 
secured aud ience 
of t he S h o g u u , 
s t and ing . H e 

c o n t i n u e d dur
ing m a n y w e a r y 
m o n t h s t he in
s t ruc t ion of these 
poli t ical h e r m i t s 
in m o d e r n in
t e r n a t i o n a l eti
quet te , in view of 
a desii'ed ti-eaty 
of c o m m e r c e a n d 
foreign residence. 
W h i l e the A m e r 
ican ships were 

in Ch ina , the pot of J a p a n e s e poli t ics was 
boi l ing over in m u r d e r s and assassina
t ions. The c o u n t e r p l a y of forces was be
tween Kyoto , tlie seat of t h e Mikado ' s 
a u t h o r i t y , a n d Yedo, the place of l o n g 
u s u r p a t i o n a n d of t he s h a m emperor . 
S i g n a t u r e to the t r e a t y be ing de layed , 
H a r r i s t h r ea t ened to go to K y o t o . 

v.—FOOTE AND THE "PORTSMOUTH." 
T H E n a m e s of Foote a n d Ta t tna l l take 

us across t he Ye l low Sea. The fo rmer 
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T H E P R E C U R S O R O F M A K I L A . 

The " W y o m i n g " blowiui; up the " I.'ini-efield,"—[After a paiiitin}; by !i Chinese artist.] 

recalls the only passage at arms between 
the two forces of the governments of 
China and the United States. The latter 
revived a famous saying of Walter Scott, 
" blood is thicker than water," making it 
mean forever, to speakers of the English 
tongue, that Briton and American are 
one in heart and aims, as in their best 
inheritances. 

While Governor John Bowring, Ad
miral Seymour, and Consul (afterwards 
Sir) Harry Parkes were liaving their 
quarrel with the Chinese commissioner 
Yeh, American steamers were twice fired 
on wlien passing the barrier forts near 
Canton. I t seemed high time to teacli 
the Chinese that all foreigners were not 
opium-smugglers, and that peaceful neu
trals had some rights which ignorant 
mandarins wei'e bound to respect. Com
modore Armstrong ordered Captain (af
terwards Rear-Admiral) Foote, of the 
Portsmouth, to bombard, capture, and de
stroy the forts. 

The steamer San Jacinto drew too 
much water to get near enough to use 
her guns, but the little American steamer 

Williamette towed the sailing-ship Ports
mouth to within five hundred yards of 
the largest and lowest fort, which was 
built of great blocks of granite and 
mounted heavy cannon. The Levant, 
towed by an egg-shell steam-launch, the 
Kiim Fa, struck on a rock. So the 
Portsmouth on the first day had to fight 
alone. 

The Chinese began the war. For one 
moment that day the long granite walls 
and darkened embrasures of the fort 
seemed in harmony with the sleepy re
pose of the beautiful soft afternoon, but 
before anchor was dropped, grape and 
round shot flew around and over the 
ship. Loud and clear were Foote's or
ders as. without steam and without 
wind, in a narrow and unknown channel, 
and with only the precarious expedient 
of a spring cable, the Portsmouth got 
into position. To the few non-combat
ants on the ship —pursei', chaplain, sur
geon, etc.—the time seemed long before 
the 8-inch shijj's guns began to roar. 
Then her timbers quivei-ed with the re
coil of eight starboard broadside guns, 
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and the cheers of our men made inspir
ing and consoling music. The shells 
from the Poi^tsniouth's columbiads were 
hurled with awful effect, and the splen
did marksmanship quickly told ijiside the 
fort. Tliough the Ciiinese stood to their 
guns manfully, they had no explosive 
shells, but only grape and round shot. 

was struck by a cannon ball and three 
men killed. Once on the semi-solid land, 
and in the face of a hot fire of grape, 
round shot, jingal, and rockets, our men 
rushed forward. The Chinese fired so 
rapidly that it is wonderful that our men 
were not all swept away; but, as a rule, 
the jingal and rocket men fired too liigli. 

THE PATH OF THE " W Y O M I N G " AT SHIMONOSEKI. 

These lashed the water into white foam, 
or flew over the sliip. The Portsmouth. 
caught in the current, was swung round 
with her stern toward the fort, which 
exposed lier to a raking fire. A thirty-
two-pound shot came into the cabin, car
rying off the right arm and crushing the 
hip of a marine. Captain Foote at once 
ran out a gun from the stern port and 
continued the fight. When dusk fell, 
the fort was nearly silent. 

During- several days, filled up in the 
interval with diplomacy, the Americans 
prepared for a land attack. On the 21st 
the Levant, towed by the Kuni Fa, si
lenced one fort on the left after an hour's 
cannonade. Then four hundred of our 
marines and sailors, in their boats, towed 
by the KMH Fa, moved landward for a 
charge over muddy fields to take the 
forts. The launch of the Sa7i Jacinto 

As soon as our men entered the forts, 
they broke and fled. Our total loss was 
seven killed and twenty-two wounded, 
all, in the final attack, belonging to the 
San Jacinto. Under the ship's artillery 
fire, and during the fighting in the fort, 
at least three hundred Chinese lives were 
lost. A roclcet, with a spear-pointed head 
and a feathered bamboo shaft six or eight 
feet long, bounced over the i-ice-fields 
and struck one of our marines, entering 
the leg along with its dirt and straw, and 
causing his death. 

One hundred and seventy-six guns were 
found in the fort, one of whicli was a 
monster brass piece of eight inelies bore, 
weig'hiug fully fifteen tons. It was over 
twenty-two feet long, and nearly three 
feet across at its greatest diameter. 
These four barrier forts were captured 
between November 20 and 22. Al-
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t h o u g h this gal
l a n t exp lo i t was 
higlilyconiriieiid-
ed by the Bri t ish 
officers, it aUract-
ed a lmos t no at
t en t ion i n tlie 
U n i t e d States . 
Never the less , it 
g r e a t l y cleared 
t he s i tua t ion , the 
C h i n e s e l ea rn ing 
to d is t inguish 
A m e r i c a n s a n d 
the Amer i can 
flag as t h e y had 
n o t d o n e before. 
A t one of ou r 
n a v y - ya rds a 
m o n u m e n t re
cal ls the episode 
a n d n a m e s of o u r 
g a l l a n t s lain. 

VI.—"BLOOD IS THICKER THA^f WATER." 

A FEW m o n t h s la ter C o m m o d o r e Tatt
na l l appeared in Ch inese waters . I t was 
Ta t t na l l who, in 1847, a t Ve ra Cruz, want
ed to j i rolong his ha l f -hour ' s c a n n o n a d e 
of a fortress buil t of h e a v y m a s o n r y , 
witli l i t t le s t eamers m o u n t i n g one g u n 
each . I t was lie w h o said, " war shor t -

L.1ETJTENANT PREDBRICK PEARSON. 

THE " W Y O M I N G " AT ANNAPOLIS. 
Thouf̂ b now used as n fttore and traininf̂  ship, her hull and spars are the same as in 1863-

ens life, bu t b roadens i t . " Now, in 1860, 
h e was c o n v e y i n g Mr. W a r d , the U n i t e d 
Sta tes minis te r , on t he cha r t e r ed s t eamer 
Toeyivan, i n t o the Pe i -ho River . O n t h e 
23d of J u n e t he Bri t ish a n d Frencl i al l ied 
g u n b o a t s , h a v i n g b l o w n u p one boom, 
a t tacked the forts, bu t be ing u n a b l e to 
foi'ce the second, were c a u g h t in a t r a p 
u n d e r sho r t r a n g e of t he Chinese g u n s , 

a n d were te r r ib ly defeated. M a n y ships 
were s u n k or silenced. E i g h t y - f i v e 
m e n were kil led, an-d t h ree h u n d r e d 
a n d forty-five were wounded . 

Ta t tna l l , in t he A m e r i c a n s t eamer out
side of tlie bar, was a spectator . H e 
bore tlie s igh t un t i l t h ings were a t the i r 
worst . The flag-ship Plover had par ted 
he r cable, and drifted a helpless wreck 
un t i l lashed to the Cormorant. W i t h 
the a d m i r a l wounded, and a l l lier m e n 
kil led or disabled, o n l y the one bow 
g u n was still g a l l a n t l y served b y a 
weary squad. Then the Amer i can com
m o d o r e ordered h i s cu t te r , and in t h e 
th ick of the flglit passed t h r o u g h the 
fleet and the he l l of fire to visit a n d 
cheer A d m i r a l Hope . A r o u n d shot 
f rom the Chinese fort kil led Ta t tna l l ' s 
cockswain and sha t te red t h e s tern of 
his boat. This raised the fighting blood 
of bo th tars and chief to the hot tes t . 
To the Bri t ish officer's q u e r y of sur
prise at th is act of a neu t ra l , Ta t tna l l ex
pla ined tha t blood was th icker t h a n wa
ter, a n d t h a t he would g lad ly aid the i r 
wounded. Meanwhi l e t he A m e r i c a n 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



748 HARPER'S N E W MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 

sailors, moving- up to the bow, leaped on 
board the Plove7\ and actually relieved 
their exhausted British sailor-mates, serv
ing- the gun during a round or two until 
Tattnall ordered tliem off, even while ap-

VII.—TROUBLES IX JAPAN. 
THE American men-of-war Mississippi 

and Potvhatan were released from China, 
and in the nick of time reached Japan, 
then politically like a volcano just ready 

proval twinkled in his eyes. His excuse 
for towing British marines into action, 
for assisting in an assault upon a Chi
nese fort, and for other technical viola
tions of international law was, in a phrase, 
a sentiment, but one destined to strength
en and deepen as the years flow on. 

On the other hand, with equal human
ity, Tattnall oH:'ered the services of his 
surgeons to aid the wounded Chinese; 
but neither the Chinese government, nor 
race, nor nation — if there be such a thing 
as the last, which we doubt — has ever 
been particularly interested in saving 
lives endangered in war. Tattnall's offer 
was declined. The Pei-ho forts were 
captured. Our minister, J . E. Ward, 
reached Peking, refused to make the ko
tow, or nine prostrations, but ratified the 
treaty and returned. 

to blow off its rock cap. Townsend Har
ris had, on February 17, 1858, secured the 
written promise of the Yedo government 
to sign the treaty, and on the 27th of Ju ly 
the American envoy was at Yokohama 
with Tattnall on the Powhatan, deliver
ing his letter, urging the Pi-emier li 's 
signature " without the loss of a single 
day." 

Yet, so far, the anti-Tycoon party at 
Kyoto had withheld the Mikado's signa
ture. The country seemed I'eady either for 
intestine war, or conquest by the " h a i r y 
alien." Should Japan become as India or 
China? The regent-premier l i answered 
no. • He signed the Harris treaty Ju ly 
29, and opened Japan first to the United 
States, and thus to twenty nations. For 
this act he was assassinated, March 23, 
18G0, while the Japanese embassy sent by 
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liim was in Amei'ica. In our days 
the critical scholarship of Shiniada 
Saburo lias set li 's loiig-cloutled cliar-
acter iiilo ihe sunlight of honor. The 
liermit days of the agitated Japan of 
1853-1868 are forgotten in the 
wealth, power, and splendor of tlie 
industrial and naval empire of to
day. 

Nevertheless, the olive-branch 
from America meant civil war in Ja
pan. '• Tlie steel parted fi'om the 
wood." Swords flashed from the red 
scabbards and from the wliite. Sat-
suma, of llie scarlet shealli, t.ypifled 
tlie Mikado-reverencing and progres
sive South. Aidzu, of the virgin 
wliile wood covering the steel blade, 
stood for the loyal and conservative 
North. Clioshiu, in the AVest, liow-
ever. held the Strait of Shimonoseki, 
the great highway of foreign com
merce. " In obedience to the [im
perial! order," was inscribed on the 
flag which the clansmen flung to 
the wind from bluffs which they 
lined witli batteries of heavy guns. 
They staked out the channel, so as to 
hit exactly the ships of the "barbari
ans."' who had dettled the Land of the 
Gods. 

On June 25, 1863, that eventful day 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER ALEXANDER SEIDELL 
MACKENZIE. 

THE LAST TYCOOK 

fixed for " the expulsion of the barbarians 
from the god - country," the American 
merchaut-steanier Fembvolxe., with a pilot 
furnished by the Yedo goveriiinent, and 
\vith the American flag apeak, was on her 

way northward through the strait. 
She was fired upon by the Choshiu 
clansmen in the batlei'ies and on their 
armed brig, formerly the Lcinrick, but 
was unhurt. The peace of nearly 250 
years in Japan was broken. On July 8 
the French despatch-vessel Kien Chang 
was hit in seven places, her boat's crew 
nearly all killed by a shot, and the ves
sel saved from sinking only by lively 
use of the pumps. On July 11 the 
Dutch frigate Medusa was hit thirty-
one times, seven shots piercing her 
hull, and three 8iiich shells bursting 
on board, four men being killed, and 
five wounded. On July 2t) the French 
gunboat Tancrede, though steaming 
swiftly through the channel, was struck 
three times with round shot. Not long 
after a steamer belonging to Satsuma, 
but mistaken for an alien vessel, was 
set on fire by shells and sunk, twenty-
six Japanese losing' their lives, their 
bodies fjoati ng past Yoshibe Rock. The 
Choshiu artillerists were in high fea
ther at their splendid successes. With 
their armed brig, their bark (formerly 
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NEGLECTED TOMBS OF AMERICAN SAILORS AT SHIMODA, JAPAN, 

t h e Daniel Webster). and the big steamei ' 
Lancefield conver t ed in to a man-of-war , 
the J a p a n e s e believed t l iat tliey could 
w h i p a n y t h i n g 
afloat wh ich the 
fore igners m i g h t 
b r i n g . The Con
federate p r iva tee r 
Shenandoah liad 
a n n i h i l a t e d ou r 
wl i a l ing fleet in 
t he N o r t h Pacif
ic, a n d o u r com
merce h a v i n g 
been swept from 
tlie seas by the 
Alabama, Amer
icans l i v ing in 
J a p a n felt l ike 
people w i t h o u t a 
c o u n t r y . 

Vlir.—McDOUGAL 
AND THK. 

"WYOJILVG." 
CAPTAIN D A V I D 

McDoUGAL was 
then in sea rch 
of the Alabama. 
Hissh i | ) . t l iesloop 
of war Wyoming, 

m o u n t e d six guns , two of t hem be ing 11-
ch D a h l g r e n s . H e hea rd the n e w s of 
e Pembroke from Minis ter Rober t P r u y n 
Yoko l i ama . H e de te rmined to cheer u p 

liis c o u n l r y m e n . Tl iough w i t h o u t 
cha r t s of t h e s t ra i t or m a p of t he 
bat ter ies , McDougal ordered coal 
and stores on board wi th a l l de
spatch. H e l ea rned the exac t 

d r a u g h t of the Ja j ian-
ese s t eamer Z,a?ice/?eM, 
a n d was del ighted to 
find it g r ea t e r t h a n the 
Wyoming's. On J u l y 
16, u n d e r a c loudless 
sky, w i thou t a b rea th 
of wind, a n d the sea 
as smoo th as a t a n k 
of oil, the Wyoming, 
with her por t s cov
ered with t a rpau l in , 
so as to look l ike a 
m e r c l i a n t m a n , a r r i ved 
in the s t ra i t . The 
l i eu t enan t i)i the fore
cast le called ou t t h a t 
he s ighted t w o square-
r igged vessels a n d a 

s teamer a t a n c h o r close in to the t own . 
Most of the Wyoming's men and h e r 
J a p a n e s e pi lot had neve r been u n d e r lire. 

THE TOMBS AS RESTORED BY AN AMERICAN MISSIONARY. 
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"Wlierij therefore, 
MeDougal called 
out, '" All r ight; 
we will steer 
right in between 
them ami take 
the stearner," not 
a few aboard 
turned pale at 
the thought of 
their captain's 
thus " ruiiuing-
amuck." More
over, McDou-
gal. noticing the 
stakes that mark
ed the channel, 
and suspecting 
that the Choshiu 
guns were all 
trained on it, 
ordered the man 
at tlie wlieel to 
run tlie ship in
side, between tlie 
stake-line and the 
noi'thern shore. 
The Japanese pi
lot seemed paralyzed with terror at the 
ship's running so close under tlie battei'ies. 
Yet McDougal took his risks, with cool 
knowledge of the situation and the depths 
of water, and without foolhardiness. 

Even before the ship was thus steered, 
the 8-inch guns on the blufli's opened fire. 
The American flaa' was lioisted at about 
10.30, and the artillery of the Wyoming 
began to play. McDougal's wisdom was 
quickly justified. Gi-eat red dragoulike 
tongues of flame and white clouds of 
smoke revealed fresh batteries on tiie hills 
and behind tlie town. Shot and sliell 
screeched through the air, but they flew 
ten or Hfteen feet over the lieads of the 
Wyoming's men, for the guns on shore 
had all been pointed npoii the channel. 
Tliere were six finished batteries, mount
ing in all thirty guns. Tlie three Japanese 
men-of-war carried eighteen pieces, mak
ing forty-eight cannon opposed to the 
Wyoming's six. The first Americans 
killed were two sailors near the anchor, 
and then a marine named Furlong, from 
Maine. Except Furlong, all the casual
ties were in tlie forward division. 

By 10.50 A.M. the Yankee ship, now 
in front of the town, dashed directly be
tween the steamer and the two brigs. The 
Japanese gunners on the Lanrick, who 

THE MONUMENT TO THE MEN OP THE "ONEIDA," YOKOHAMA. 

were so near that their faces could be 
seen, fired no fewer than three broadsides 
from their bronze twenty-four pounders, 
while the muzzles of the Wyoming's four 
thirty-two pounders nearly touched theirs. 
The Lancefield, having her heavier guns 
pointed up the channel, was not able to 
make use of tiiem, but fired swivels and 
muskets. The Wyoming rounded the 
bow of tlie steamer, and when out into 
the clear water again became the target 
of the batteries behind the town and of 
one brig, the other brig showing signs of 
sinking. 

Unfortunately the TFyoJiu'ngr grounded. 
Seeing this, the heavily manned Ja])anese 
steamer began to move, either to escape 
into the inner harbor, or to raiii i\ieWyo-
ming and board her while stuck in the 
mud. Fortunately the Yankee's pi'opel-
ler worked the ship off. Then, neglect
ing the sinking brig, the Wyoming ma
noeuvred, in the terribly swift stream, 
until the pivot-guns had the rang'e of 
their splendid target. Then l)0th Dahl-
grens spoke. Their shots so demoralized 
the company on board the Lancefield 
that the dignitaries from under the mag
nificent purple canopy got off in scull
ing-boats and were rowed away, while 
the sailors leaped overboard by the score, 
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T H E M O N O C A C Y . 

The moat effective of the %hipa in shellinf^ the I 

dotting the water with topknots. Again 
McDougal ordered tlie gunners of tlie 
11-inch Dahlgrens to fire. At first tliey 
seemed to pay no attention, and the order 
was given tliree or foui' times. Tlie gun 
captain of the forward pivot was only 
waiting to get the e.xact range. Tlie big 
shell sti'uck the Lancefield at the water-
line, ))assed through the boiler, tore out 
her sides, and burst far away in the 
town beyond. The fi-ightful explosion, 
casting out steam, smol<e, ashes, iron, 
timber, and human beings, Avas suc
ceeded by a gurgling swell, undei* 
which the steamer disappeared froni 
sight. On her way back, the Wyoming 
dropped shells with maiwellous accu
racy into the batteries, one of wliich 
was wliolly destroyed. 

At 12.20 the firing ceased. Fifty-five 
shot and .shell had been fii'ed within a 
space of one hour and ten minutes. 
Counting litne lost when aground, this 
meant more tlian a gun per minute. 
The Wyoming was hulled ten times, her 
funnel liad six holes in it, two masts 
were injured, and the upper rigging 
badly cut. The Clio.shiu clansmen fired 
chain-shot, grape, shell, and round shot 
from guns mounted on carriages of im
proved foreign pattern, able to sweep a 
wide arc and to change their elevation 
quicicly. Their one liundred and thirty 
rounds killed Cwe and wounded seven 
of our men. Tlie h).ss of llie Japanese, 
beside one battery ruined and two ships 
sunlc, was probably over one hundi'ed. 

After study
ing the Origi
nal i)apers and 
questioning nu
merous eye-wit
nesses, both 
Jajjanese and 
American, it is 
liard for the 
writer to qual
ify his matured 
judgment that 
in the annals 
of the American 
navy no achieve
ment of a single 
commander in a 
single ship sur
passes that of 

orean forts. David McDougal 
in the Wyoming 
at Shimonoseki. 

McDougal set the mai'k for Commodore 
Dewey. The Manila victory was on a 
lai'ger scale. It cannot have been moral-
]\ ' greater. 

IX.—I'EARSOX AXD TOE " TA ICIANG." 

FOUR days after, the French thirty-five-
gun frigate and gunboat Tancrede, with 
a land force of two hundred and fifty 

COMMODORE HOMER C. BLAKK. 
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men, with maps made by the Dutch cap- ing. Since the government at Washing-
tain, shelled the forts, took one five-gun ton could not be communicated with, 
battery of twenty-four pounders, and came and approval of the action of Pruyn and 
away. Nevertlieless, Choshiu became the 
centre of opposition to tlie Sliogun"s gov
ernment at Yedo. The clansmen, I'e-en-
forced by rouius, or free lances, from all 
parts of the empire, repaired 
their losses, built new batteries, 
mounted heavier guns, and sue- i-
ceeded for fifteen months in 
closing the sli'ait against for
eign commerce. The Tycoon ' , 
being helpless, it became iieces- 1 
sary for the treaty powers tlien [ 
represented in Japan to force 
the passage and destroy the ' 
forts. 

In the allied fleet assembled 
to enfoice the treaties and chas
tise the rebellious vassal, out of 
a total of 17 ships, mounting - , 
208 guns, with 7590 men, the i 
British had nine men-of-wai'. 
Tlie heaviest were equipped • ' 
with splendid new breech-load
ing Armstrong rifled cannon, 
of which the English otlicers 
were exceedingly proud, not 
sparing their ridicule of our an
tiquated nnizzle-loaders. The 
French liad three fine vessels, 
mounting 49 guns, with 1235 
men. The Dutch squadron 
consisted of four heavy ships, 
carrying 58 guns, served by 951 
men. 

What was the American 
force? Our civil war was in progress, 
and the only mitional ship ou the station 
was the sailing sloop of war Jamestown, 
Captain Cicero Pi'ice, worthless in a dan
gerous strait with a narrow channel and 
the tide running like a mill-race. Yet the 

Pi'ice was not certain. Pearson was given 
orders which he might interpret to suit 
a Quaker—or otherwise. In reality, de
spite Washington's warning against " en-

COMMODORE JOHN RODGERS. 

tangling alliances,"' here was a case in 
which the United States was allied with 
three European powers for war-purposes 
against an Oriental people. It forms a 
striking precedent. Was it the first? 

The greatest of naval battles in Japan-
al influence of the United States was ese waters was fought September 5 and 6, 

1864. The six heavy ships took up a po
sition on tlie left, fronting the town and 
the ten battei'ies, which mounted sixty-
two cannon. The five light vessels made 
a flanking squadron on the right, while in 
the centre were the largest ships—Eurya-
lus. Conqueror. &nd Semiramis—all fine-

moi' 
desirable, as showing united action of the 
powers. So. like a tiny bantam amid big 
ligliting-cocks, the little steamer Ta Kiarig 
of 600 tons was chartered. A thirty-pound
er Parrott gun from the Jainestotcn was 
mounted on her deck. Lieutenant Fred
erick Pearson, with a party of thirty ma
rines and sailors, was sent to co-operate ly equipped with heavy rifled guns, and 
with the fleet in towing or ca,rrying the among them was the little Ta Kiarig. In 
wounded. The ordinary complement of the battle which followed, lasting during 
this merchant ship's officers and sailors the afternoon and next morning, the Ta 
were to work the steamer, while Pear- Kiang took part, doing splendid execu-
son and his men were to give it a mar- tiou at tliree thousand yards with her 
tial air. Nothing was said about fight- rifled Parrott. In a trial of speed, Pear-
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son ' s m e n a c t u a l l y beat tlie gun - squad of 
tl ie Euryalus wiili he r breecli - l o a d i n g 
lOO-pounder Ai-mstrong- g u n . I t m u s t be 
r emembered , however , t h a t tbe nietl iod 
of b r e e d ) - l o a d i n g was iu tiiose d a y s so 
c l u m s y t h a t tliis fea ture was la ter aban 
doned in tbe Bri t ish j iavy . I t was re
s u m e d when t b e no tab le i m p r o v e m e n t 
of h i n g i n g the breech, and p u t t i n g in 
a gas-escape check, and an ou tward latcli 
on, m a d e breech- loading tbe on ly metl iod 
wovlii cons ider ing . 

Tiie Ta Kiang assisted ba iu l some ly in 
t o w i n g tbe boats of the l a n d i n g force which 
c a p t u r e d a n d d i smant led all tlie forts, Init 
bea t all the ve.ssels and q u i c k l y l anded 
the fifty-six wounded on board in tbe hos
pital a t Y o k o h a m a . P e a r s o n was warm
ly praised by the B^•iti^lI, F i 'ench, and 
D u t c h a d m i r a l s , and awai 'ded by Queen 
Vic to r i a tlie decora t ion of tbe Orde r of 
t h e Ba th , wliicb Congre.ss a l lowed h im to 
wear . Ye t ne i ther ^IcDoug.'d no r Pear 
son evei' received p romot ion , noti(;e, or 
t h a n k s for his superb a n d s h i n i n g exam
ple of d u t y nob ly done . In May, 3898, 
a p r o m i n e n t J a p a n e s e edi tor wro te : ' ' T b e 
expedi t ion aga ins t Chosli iu did m o r e to 
open J a p a n ' s eyes t h a n a n y t h i n g else."' 

X.—THK FORMOSA GAMPAIGN. 
O U R civil w a r be ing over, F a r r a g u t ' s 

flag-ship, t b e Hartford, C o m m o d o r e H . 
H . Bell , joined tlie C h i n a squadron . The 
Amer i can bark- Hover Ijad been wi-ecked 
on the sou theas t co rne r of F o r m o s a , a n d 
her crew m u r d e r e d by the copper-colored 
na t ives , whose favor i te spor t was head
h u n t i n g . As usua l , t be Chinese m a n d a r i n s 
could do n o t h i n g . So on J u n e 13, 1867, 
guided to the r i g h t place by Bi-itisli resi
den t s of Takao , a force of 181 m a r i n e s and 
sai lors w a s l anded fi'om t h e Hartford 
and Wyoming, « b o were to go in to t he 
bamboo j u n g l e s to chast ise these I n d i a n 
like s k u l k i n g c a n n i b a l s . After f o u r h o u r s ' 
m a r c h i n g in t b e fi'iglitful mois t lieat of 
da rkes t Fcn-mosa. u n a b l e to see b u t a. few 
feet in t he t ang led tl i iekets, " a l igh t in 
a f u r n a c e " took place, in which L ieu ten 
a n t - C o m m a n d e r AIex; inder Slidell Mac
kenzie, o n e of t he linest officpi's in t be 
navy , was slain. The loss of t be e n e m y , 
w h o were scarce ly visiljle iu (be under 
g ro w t h , and were on ly indica ted l)y tbe 
frequent fiasb of a g u n barre l in t be 
s u n l i g h t or tbe puff of smoke from the i r 
b i d i n g - p b i c e , was n o t k t iown. B e y o n d 
b u r n i n g a few huts , l i t t le d a m a g e was 
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dono. Tlie body of Mackenzie found a 
hospitable gvave in the garden of the 
British consulate at Takao, wliieli again 
sliowed that " bhiod is thicker than wa
ter." A young otlicer named Sigsbee, af
terward captain of the battle ship Maine, 
made a sketch of the funei'al and burial-
spot. 

American interests in Formosa were 
afterward handsomely served by General 
Le Gendre, United States consul at Arnoy. 

tery, like those at Sliimoda, Yokohama, 
and other points in the Far East, are faith
fully and lovingly decorated by our men 
annually on May 30. Memorial day is 
always impressively observed by our men 
abroad. Usually, in the case of recent 
burials, our American tars lay flowers on 
the graves or hang a wreath on the 
monuments of their British sailor-mates 
also. "Blood is tliicker than water." 

Americans could not but rejoice when, 

KORE.^N OFFICERS ON THE FLAG-SHIP. 

A few months later, January 11, 1868, 
Admiral Bell, with Lieutenant Read and 
ten sailors, was drowned in the U|iseltingof 
a boat otF the ever-dangerous Osaka bar, 
Japan. No American officer of so high 
rank has thus far died on this station. 
The graves of the seamen in Kobe Ceme-

in 1895, the Japanese took over Formosa 
from the Chinese, and began to govern it 
decently. 

XL—THE CIVIL WAR IN' JAPAN. 
THE jealous Japanese clans of the sotith 

— Satsuma, Choshiu, and Tosa — settled 
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S E O U L , T H E C A P I T A L O P K O R E A I N 1^98. 
Showiiit: tli« Aiiiwicun \retlioilist collf^ry aiul the French '-uthedral. 

tlieir quarrels, "pooled theii' issues." and 
made a coalition, the " Sat-Cbo-To," wliicli 
seized Kj'oto and tlie Mikado's person. 
At tlie decisiv'e battle of Fusliinii, January 
37-30, 1868, Tycoonism and duai'cliy wei'e 
blown to the winds, and feudalism was 
dealt a mortal wound. In the war trou
bles aroundKyoto.Osaka,and Kobeeleven 
French soldiers were slain. Tiie Britisli 
body-g'uard of Sir Harry Parkes suffered 
frightfully in the attack upon them by 
two assassins in a narrow street of K.yoto, 
one fanatic's sword doing most of the 
work of wounding eleven men and five 
lioi'ses. 

In Japanese proverbs, " T h e beaten 
soldier fears even the moving tops of the 
tall grass." Tlie defeated Tycoon, Keiki, 
unrecognized, gladly found asylum on 
board the United States steamship Iro
quois, until in liis own steam-yacht he 
took passage northward. Though he re
signed his office, his followers fought the 
battle of Uyeno within the city limits of 
Yedo. The ca.mpaign of civil war was 
continued in Aidzu and Yezo. The vic
torious imperialists, led by Satsuma and 

Choshiu, armed wilh American I'ifles, 
drilled in modern tactics, and full of 
valor and enthusiasm, won. On the wa
ter, the men of the cause which, by rea
son of its unfitness for the age, was fore
doomed to be lost, were at first strong 
in modei'u war-ships built chiefly in the 
United States, and officered by natives 
educated in Holland. When, however, 
the iron-clad Stoneicall arrived from the 
United States, and the Mikado's party se
cured her, the war was soon over. 

That handsome war-steamer the Idaho, 
whose vitals of machinery were a failure, 
aioer costing the "bu t t end of neai'ly a 
mill ion" dollars, became our store-ship 
at Yokohama. Delightful are the memo
ries of the Idaho still enjoyed by resident 
landsmen, and of naval men whose happy 
houi's of duty were in sight of Fujiya
ma's snowy crown. Commodore Wat
son, now looking up castles in S|)aii], 
and Captain Chester, now of the United 
States cruiser Cincinnati, illustrated the 
suavity and social charm, the unquailing 
conrag-e, the stern devotion to duty, and 
the strict discipline of the American naval 
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officer. Nearly all our old wooden ships 
which had been active in the civil war 
visited tlie Japan station between 1866 
and 1896. 

After three years' service in Asiatic 
waters tlie crew of the United States 
steamsliip Oneida were happy in setting 
tlieir faces homeward January 24, 1870. 
Joy soon changed to woe. Within an 
hour after leaving Yokohama and the 
cheers from lier sister crafts, the gallant 
ship was beneath the waves. Struck 
amidships at 6 P.M. by the British mail-
steamer Bombay, Captain Eyre, off Sara
toga Spit, the Oneida sunk in fifteen 
minutes. All on board except four offi
cers and sixt,y men were drowned. Their 
monument is annually hung on Memo
rial day with flowers, the protests of the 
resurrection hope against the might and 
mystery of death. 

Xri.—KOREA. 
JAPAN had forged ahead in enlightened 

progress, but Korea persisted in her mood 
of morose seclusion. Besides American 
vessels shipwrecked on her inhospitable 
coasts, the crew of the schooner General 

Sherman, which, early in August, 1866, 
entered the Ping-Yang River, met violent 
deaths. Whether "merchant or invader," 
aggi'ieved or aggressors, those on board 
lost their lives. The Koreans, first with 
tire-rafts and then with weapons, had at
tacked and slain tliem all. The facts 
in the case were investigated and found 
about twenty years afterward by Ensign 
John B. Bernadou, the first naval officer 
wounded in our present war with Spain. 

To inquire into the General Sherman 
affair, and to make a treaty, an American 
force, consisting of the Colorado, Alaska, 
Beyiicia, Palos, Ashuelot, and Monocacy, 
under "fighting John Rodgers," moved 
into the Han River, on which Han-Yang, 
the Seoul or capital of Korea, is situated. 
Witli Ml-. F. F. Low, our minister in Pe
king, witli whom was the responsibility of 
peace or war, our men caught sight of the 
superb scenery of Korea at Boisee Island, 
May 30. Only the Palos and the old double-
ender Monocacy, now the Noah's Ark of 
the Asiatic squadron, could enter the river. 
On June 2, leaving the heavy vessels be
hind, four steam-launchesand the twogun-
boals moved out to the work of survey-
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ing. Around the bend of the river was 
' ' a wliirlpool as bad as Hell Gale," and 
a channel only three hundred feet wide. 
To the surprise of the Americans, there 
was a fort and a new eartli-work mount
ing' several thirty-two pounders, and hun
dreds of jingals lashed by fives to logs. 
The treacherous Korean commander was 
one second too late. A storm of fire 
burst and clouds of smoke rose over tlie 
fort, while the water was torn into foam 
and our men soused in the splash. One 
Amei-ican was wounded, but of the two or 
three hundred Korean missiles of many 
sizes not one injured a sliip or boat. The 
bow guns of the launches, the cannon of 
the moving Palos, and the 10-inch sliclls 
of the Monocacji at anclior quickly cleared 
the fort of its defendei's, the white-coated 
Koreans flying like sheep before the well-
dropped slieils. 

Tliose who Ivnow tlie inside of the Her
mit Nation's history do not wonder at 
the silliness, obstinacy, nnd ill - concealed 
contemptof the Tai Wen Knn's cafs-paws, 
called officers, who from the first rudely 
rejected all offers of intercourse. Tliis 
prince-father, with heart of stone and 
bowels of iron, an intense liater of for
eigners and Christianitv, was then the 

virtual ruler of Korea. Admiral Rodgers 
allowed ten days for some apology for ihe 
treacherous attnck. but none coming, an 
e.xpedilion of chastisement was prepared. 
The two gunboats, four launches, and 
twenty boats carried ten companies of 
infantry with seven pieces of artillery, 
the 105 marines and 546 sailors being or
ganized as a laiuling force. With the sail
ors of the Monocacy and Palos, this expe
dition, under Captain Homer C. Blake, 
numbered 759 nien in all. x^mong the 
active officers were Wiufield Scott Schley, 
Silas Casey, C. M. Chester, L. A. Kimbe'r-
ly. Douglas Cassel, Sealon Schroeder, 
Albion W. Wadhams, and others now 
famous. 

The Monocacy, strengthened with two 
9-inch guns from the Colorado, led the 
way up the river June 10, and quickly 
breached the wall of stone, ten feet high, 
and emptied witli her shells the first of 
the five forts built on three promontories. 
Our men landed eight hundred yards be
low the fort, and «ent into camp. After 
destroying everything warlike in the stone 
fort and the water-battery, they bivouack
ed under the stars, the marines guard
ing the outpost, fn the dark the white-
clothed Koreans moved about like gliosis, 
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firinar on our pickets. The next day, 
di'agginjj their liowitzer.s over tlie liills, 
(>;ir men moved towards tlie 7iext line of 
fortifications, called the "midd le ' ' fort. 
After the Monocacy had shelled it into 
silence, and the marines found it deserted, 
the sailor.s destroyed everytliiTis>- in it. 

Up hill and down dale in this country, 
roug'li to soldiers dragging cannon, but a 
dream of beauty to tourist and poet, our 
men moved to 
the main strong
hold, which 
seemed perched 
like an eagle's 
eyry upon a 
liigli rocky bluff. 
How could such 
a citadel be 
stormed by men 
wil.hout wings 
to fly? This fort, 
mounting 153 
guns, large and 
small, was fully 
garrisoned by 
stalwart tiger-
luintersfrom the 
north. To the 
left thousands 
of armed natives 
were gathering 
in dark masses 
on the flanks of 
the Americans, 
and in a rush 
on the howitzer 
companies of the 

rear-guard and outposts they might over
whelm their foes. Some of our men were 
already prostrated by the heat. Something 
must be done quickly. From a ravine, up 
the steep incline of a cone 150 feet high, 
our men must climb in face of jingal and 
musket fire. Fortunately the shrapnel 
of the howitzers kept the clouds of war
riors on the flanks at a distajice, while 
the Monocacjj's shells had breached tlie 
walls. At tlie right moment Casey gave 
the order, and up the ladderlike cliffs 
our men rushed amid a rain of jingal 
balls. When the tiger-hunters could no 
longer load their clumsy pieces, stones, 
dirt, ari'ows, and spears were their wea
pons. Fighting with desperation in the 
liand-to-haiul struggle, the Koreans chant
ed a death-dirge in melancholy cadence. 
Tiie majority were slain inside the walls, 
and the few fugitives were quickly anni

hilated by the rifles of McLean's sailors 
and tiie canister of Cassel's howitzer 
battery. About 350 Koi'eans wei-e slain. 
Only twenty prisoners, all wounded, were 
taken alive. The other two foi'ts, open 
to the I'ear from the main work, were 
easily entered. 

On our side. Lieutenant McKee and two 
other men were killed, and ten wounded. 
Five forts, 50 flags, 481 jingals and can-

OUR SAILORS AFTER THE BATTLE. 

non (27 being heavy guns), and hundreds 
of matchlocks were captui-ed as the I'e-
sult of the two days' operation. Courage, 
zeal, and discipline uLirked our heroes 
throughout. Except possibly in the dis-
embai'kation on a mud flat, it is difficult, 
from a naval point of view, to see how 
the operations could have been more 
wisely planned or more scientifically car
ried out. Some of the Korean cotton-
armor suits, flags, lances, and I'udo bi'eech-
loading cannon, of a model lil;e those 
used by Columbus, wei'e brought to Wash
ington. 

Seen in the perspective of Koi'ean his
tory, it seems now utterly improbable 
that any treaty could have been made at 
tlie time when the Tai Wen Kun I'uled 
thecountry. Even so sound an authority 
as the late S. Wells Williams declared to 
the writer that Rodgers's chastisement of 
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A BATTALION FLAG, AND A KOREAN BREECH-LOADING CANNON, 

CAPTL'RED BY THE AMERICANS. 

the Koreans helped to make them willing 
to tre.it with their fellow-creatures iu 
1882. After a wintpr of negotiation iu Pe-
Icin"', Commodore R. W. Sliufeldt, iu llie 
United States steamship Sicatara, off 
Chemulpo, May 19, signed the document 
which ordained peace and friendsliip he-
tween one of the smallest and one of the 
greatest of nations, and his suns saluted 
the new llajj of Korea. To-day, in Seoul, 
the young stars and stripes and the age-
old mystic symhols and diagrams wave in 
harmony. Electric lights, an American-
huilt railway, the first iu the kingdom, 
improved machinery and methods, to say 
naught of schools, teachers, hospitals, and 

physicians, show the change from isola
tion and barbarism. 

XIIL—MANILA. 

I T has been only in the nineties that 
American steel ships with modern arma-
iTient have been seen in Asiatic waters. 
On the 3d of January of this year, Com
modore Dewey lioisted his pennant on 
iho United Slates steamship Ohjmpia, 
and his subsequent exploits are known. 
Let not the lustre of his fame he dimmed, 
or the credit of his daring acts he dis
counted. Yet iu Asialic waters there 
were brave Americans before liiin. All 
honor to them'. 

COMPLIXE. 

BY iiAraasoN s. MORRIS. 

\
S evening settles down along the land, 

And lair\ps blink and the wind is lulled asleep, 
Then through the spirit moves a knowledge deep 

The day denies us ; then a living hand 
Nestles from Nature into ours, as sand 

Slides ill the glass: we di'eam, and half we leap 
The harriers that the dumb Recorders keep, 

A ray streams through, and half we understand. 

For twilight is the spirit's dwelling-place. 
Where mystery melts the slow-dissolving world 

And ghosts of order step from accident. 
Fai th that still hovers where the dew is pearled 

Steals forth and beckons, and from banishment 
Our dearer selves we summon face to face. 
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