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•Sl[.).lBTIOni 
oqj JO soAHB.8o.io.id oq^ jo 0110 o.nio SB.W 
jBq.tt sjiio.t aq .uou j o j 'o.ioq:( .Sui:)nnq .dmq 
Tjouo.i^ B JO uos siq:; oss oj :(q,Sis oi;oq|Bd 
B SI i j 'SO.i^.iBq^) op onQ o q | j o J.LIIKIJ JI 

yjs-.S'i.))/.; aq ; j o oq.),) aqj q̂ iAV piinoso.i [p4s 
puB 'snot.mo a.iB ' o o | 'sp^uiiojj oqj^ -J.IB JO 
[aA.iBni c ' j [os | i m 'si oCnimn apisiii oq j 
•Aljnxnj JB3OJ qjiA\ ;[ inq O.IB piiB 'sos.ioq p) 
spu.ipiinq asnoq o\ qSnoiia OS.IB[ a.iu qdU[Av 
'sajqBjs Sjapiioc) puB.i;) oqj jisiA ppnoqs 

SOS.Ioq JO S.I0A0[ [[B A'[[IlIIBqQ JB 0[lq^^Y 
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A Failure 
BY CYRUS TOWNSEND BRADY 

TJTE old man was alone in his room. 
Tie sat in an arm-chair by the win
dow, his faded eyes listlessly sean-

nins' the siray horizon. The house stood 
on the edjje of the town, and there was 
nothinj;' but the prairie between him and 
the end of the world. It was a late after
noon in Deeembcr, and it was raininfj;': 
life was ending for lilm in a winter rain. 
A mortal sickness was upon him. The 
I'oom in which he sat was meagrely fur-
nislied and painfully bare. A case of 
well-thumbed books of a distinctly theo
logical character, an old-fashioned desk 
littered with papers, a small sheet-iron 
stove, the arm-chair in which he sat, an
other chair of the " kitchen " variety, a 
few pictures, prints as Rood in subject 
as they were ]ioor in execution, and a 
faded, old-fashioned phot(jgraph of a wo
man, hanging u])on the walls, summed up 
his earthly possessions. His world—his 
field of action—was narrowed to the room 
in which he sat and a dingy little bed
room beyond. He sat listlessly in silence. 

l ie was the rector of the parish church 
of a little Western town, but it was evi
dent that he would not be a rector of 
anytliins' very long. He was the wreck 
of a unui who had never been of the 
physical stuff of wliich heroes are made, 
yet there was a touch of fire still in his 
dim e.\'es that sjjoke of a soul ovci'-
weisA'hted by an insufficient body. 'I'lie 
man was waiting, not only waitin.U' for 
the end, but waiting- for any break in 
the monotony of his life; at that moment 
he was waiting- f(n- a visitor. He was 
expecting the Bisho]). He had never seen 
the Bishop, and he longed earnestly to 
meet him. 

Tlie man's history had been uneventful 
and eonnnonplacc. He had been ordain
ed to the ministry years and years since, 
and through family influence and ecclesi
astical connections had been made the 
rcct'n- of a i)leasant parish in a quiet, 
sequestered little Eastern town. He had 
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lived there and done his humble work 
faithfully all his life until the death of 
his wife and the breaking- up of his fam
ily a few months since. He had been 
particularly touched while in that im
pressionable condition by a printed appeal 
which the Bishop had put forth for men 
to work in the neglected, untillcd, needy, 
clamorous fields of the West. He had 
abandoned everything—torn up his life 
by the roots, as it were—and had gone 
out to become the rector of the little 
parish in which ho sat dying, and of the 
parts adjacent, comprising perhaps fifty 
square miles. 

Ilis arrival had been the means of a 
great awakening-—to himself. He saw 
the needs of the situation as perhaps a 
man of tougher fibre and less intro
spective nature would never have seen 
them, and had plunged into the work with 
the vigor of a boy. The vigor of a boy 
and the constitution of an old nnin do 
not accord; he broke down. The Bishop 
had been away when he came, and he had 
not rightly understood the circumstances 
when he accepted his offer of services; 
and he did not realize that the man was 
so old, or he would never have allowed 
him to come to the field and undertake 
tlie work. But it was too late now, and 
the Bishop was coming to see him. I t 
was the first time lie had been able to 
visit him. The old man was eagerly ex
pecting his visit. 

Presently the door opened and the lit-
tl(> Bishop entered. He started in sur
prise as he saw the thin, broken figure in 
the chair; stepping quickly over to the 
invalid's side to prevent him from rising, 
he sat down, and the two began to talk. 
There was a puzzled look in the Bishop's 
eyes, as if he could not bring- forth from 
the storehouse of his memory the identi
fying key to the old man's personality. 
Finally he interrupted the conversation 
by saying, eagerly: 

" T Iniow you now. T thought vour 
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