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W r r n i X llu- n-iplc ciicdinpa-s- 'I'lu'i-c wiis awe in the riiiicci)!!!!!! of 

iiu'ul of Hcl.aiuin ;iii(l Jlolhuiil ili(" man witliouf a coui i l ry ; but in 
ami l 'ru~-ia. and in actual Xouti'al l\ror('siu>(- tlioi'P are "7S1 witli-

.iu,\ta|io-i(ion willi nil lln-co. tlicro lies i^nl a countvy. ' ' F n d e i ' wliich kins' , 
a bit of land \\hi<-li I'm' almost a ccntui'V ISczonian? spoak or die ." (lomund(Hl Aii-
lias been undia- tlir dual vulo of vix-al cicnt T-'istol; bu t cliaufze tlio threat to 
kiniis, Ori.uiual ini:' in mistake. llii' Moi'esniau and there would he :')T^1 lin-
auomal.v has bei n |i('i-]n'l uated hy jealousy, able to nive ihe savin,;;' word, 
by the inal)ility of liio luo ji'ox'ia'nnuaits II came about tln'ou<;'li a ,i>'eof>'rapineal 
10 r'lU'Mir in nai'Mi ioii. bluudia' ot I hat ('oiii^ress o | \ ' ic inia w'hieli. 
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PRUSSIA ON THE RiciHT; THE NEUTRAI, LAND ON THE LEFT 

after tlie seinliiig of Xa])olcon to Elba, 
parcelled out Euro])e anew. Through a 
district known as IMoresnct. wliicli niider 
the Ercncli Empire had been assigned to 
the Department of the Ourtho, the nego
tiators drew a line, intending to make 
division between Prussia and tlic Nether
lands. The northern end of this line 
domarcatory, the point where the dep.irt-
inents of the Ourthc, the ^leuse, and tlie 
Roeure converged, was well known, but 
about the southern end, so it was dis
covered, there were views variant. Prus
sia wished to stand b.y the descri])llon 
in one article of the treaty; the Xether-
lands claimed under another; and con
tingent upon which article was to have 
force was the status of a triangle of land, 
in the middle of Moresnet, some tlireo 
miles by two miles by one, with an area 
of 850 acres. 

A decision was postponed. Tlierc were 
more insistent problems. Part of !Mores-
nct was unquestionably Prussian, part 
Netherlandian; and between the two 
portions should be this Xeutral ^lores-
net, this T̂ o Man's Land. Tt was to be 
under the civil administration of both 
coiuitries, but under the military juris
diction of neither. 

When tlie Kingdom of the Netherlands 
was separated into Holland and Pelgiuni, 
it was iSelgluni that retained an inter
est in tlie Triangle; when Prussia b(!-
eaiiK! ])art of (ierniany, it was still to 
Prussia and its king that the 'l'riangl<^ 
gave recognition. 

Prussia and Pelgium unit<' in tlu' ad-
ministi'ation and divide Ihe taxes; the 
money jnid the stamps of either coinitry 
may be used; the coui'ls of either may be 
appealed to; the biu'gomaster is alter
nately I'rom line country and from the 
other. And there can be no garrison and 
n.o foi'tifications. 

From its ancient and still worked de
posits of {'alaniinc, the hydrous silicate 
of zinc, the territory is sometimes known 
as Vieilli- Montague, or Alt(!nberg, al-
ihough till- "old mountain " is but a low-
ish hill. l''rom "calamiiu>" ('onies " Kel-
mis." the name of the town where, as 
if by some law of ])recipitation, the 
!)oi)ulation has settled at the bottom of 
the Triangle. 

Althougli Xeutral .Moresnet is but a 
few miles fi-om Aix-la-Cha]X'llc, and al-
ihough an electric-car lino will within a 
few months Ix' continued from the city 
to its edge, it is a lost leri'itory. It is 
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A C O r X T R V r X D K U TWO XLXOS. •lit'.) 

easily rcnehalilc fi'oni the villajio ot J lc r - P russ ia and one by Jk'lfi'inm, who visit 
eeurat l i . but tliis 1 did not <>asily learn, the Triang'le whenever they see tit and 
On the eveninii' o( my an-ival in Aix 1 to whom ev(>ry act of the bnrfxomaster 
in(inii'ed at lhe hot<'l. at some neifj'hbor- must be jileasing. Should the two eoni-
infi' shoi)s, and at both of the raihvay sta- niissioners differ, the m a t t e r mus t go to 
tions. but no one eonld tell me how to fJerlin and to hirussels for decree, 
reach Xcn t ra l .More ^net ; they had no Of the oTSl, fS,")8 are males and 1923 
idea at all, or guessed at random at va- females ; ;l(i42 are ra ted as P rus s i an , 1302 
r ious impossible s ta t ions, l int I set out Pjclgian, 372 Dutch , 2 I t a l i an , 2 Riis-
next morn ing on th(> (]nc>t. and after some sian, and 1 Swiss. T h e r e m a i n i n g 460 
hours of travel and search was so foi'tu- are descendants of those who "were in
nate a> to hnd it. They love to tell, in hab i t an t s when the Tr iang le became neu-
1he Tr iangle , of a recently aijpointed tral , and they nvp h ighly privileged. Fo r 
P rus s i an ])ost-office in-])ector who went the i r taxes remain the same as the i r an-
fi'om Aix to visit X'entral ]\lorcsnct otfi- cestors ])ai(l in 1814, and the.v are free 
ciall.x', but who. iuis(lir(^cted from sta- from any mi l i ta ry service whatever, 
t ion to s(ati(]n. returne(l baffled a t n ight Ala rmed at losing men from their armies, 
to his start ing-])oint . P rus s i a and Belgium some years ago be-

X'o rai lway has its l ine through the gan to cla im a few years ' service from 
neuti 'al bit . Tracks are in P r u s s i a n such as enter(>d the Tr iang le from their 
AForonet (ni one sido. in Helginm Mores- respective ter r i tor ies , but nei ther count ry 
net on the other. has ever attem])ted to alter the s ta tus 

The bnrgoniastci ' . abo\-c whoso ofiico of the indigenes, 
door are the jux ta 
posed coats ol' ai'ni^ 
of Pruss ia and ol 
P e l g i u m . not only 
disjieuses ])unisbmeiit 
for ]ietty dclincinen-
cy. but is lh(> active 
go^'crning "|)ower of 
the Tr iang le . l i e is 
assisted !)>' a ('(HUicil 
of Ten, a ( 'ommit tee 
of lieneticence. and 
a f 'omnn'tlce for 
Schools; but even 
the awesomely named 
'• Ten "' wield no r(>al 
])ower. for counsel
lors and connnl(t(M'-
m(ai ai'c alil<e chosen 
by the l inrgomaster 
himself and exercisr 
funct ions that ai'e 
oidy ad\ ' isor\\ 

Xor have the ])eo-
])le of the Tr iangle 
any jjower of voting 
in regai'd to any iiuli-
lic mat te r whate\-er. 

Yd the burgo
master is far from 
being an unt ran i - . '; , : . 
moiled desp(ri. There 
ar(> two commission
ers, (me a|)])oiuted liy "IOUK H. iiNDAk'v SIONES, ONE FOR EACH OF THF IOLK JLRISDICTIONS' 

„J&S. . ' 
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500 I I A I M ' K H ' S M O X ' r i l l . Y . \ IA( ,AZIX1 

A()pi'(i;icliiiifi' tlio Ti'iaiiulc h-niii Her- Many n lii'U>c' lias fl(i\vi'ps in its windows, 
i icnrath, there ai'e seen a iDw-niunilinK many a denv i s ii-(.n-kuciekere(l, many a 
Jiill, a pointed S])irc, and ehisteved root's l'ruit-lr(<> is t rained aj^MinsI tlie wall, 
lialf h idden amoiiij' t rees ; and tluir is Flowers ;>'row freely. Imt not in groat 
Kelni is . var ie ty ; and most i)riz<"d is a yellow violet 

'J"he houses ar(> hiiilt to tlie line of which th(> jieople deem infallihle as an 
cobbled sidewalk, most of them are of indicator of zinc. 
two stories, of brick or oi hriek-tr inimod When eveninjv apin-oaclu>s, and the men 
stone, and often a front is jilaslercd in come back from difi'ij'intr In lh(> wet ear th 
yellow or brown or i) ink; nor i< ihe town and ]>ushint;- l i t t le cars on na r row t racks , 
wi thout houses of l i t t le v,-iii<lows, wooden- the peojjle group genially for gregar ious 
shut te red in whiti> or green. 'I'lii' floors gossip. Tlu> young folk walk together 
are tiled or bricked, the kett les are coi)- up and down, or gayly and informally 
per. the crockery of ] )onderousne». Rain- dance. Thi- children pla.v. Music sounds 
barrels ar(> of mon-iter magni tude . Mot- fnnu the refreshment-gardens, 
toes are darned in flaming colors, a-;, ,May the first is moving-day; and then 
" ]\ray the good God gix'e us good liiekl"' the sti'(>ets are tilled with litt le two-

wheeled car ts , hea])-
ed h igh with th ings 
of tlu> household, 
and one ga ins the 
impression that 
nearly (n-ery one 
Is chang ing his 
domici le—and, in
deed, the cit izens 
will tell yon, with 
<piiet comi)laceue,v. 
that each family 
m.anages in tim(> to 
live in nearly ev-
I'ry bouse in town ! 
With all the world 
before tlu>ni wheri> 
to choose, they will 
not leave the T r i 
angle, but variedly 
lind the s])iee of 
life within its S1(M\-
dei' borders. 

• ' There are many 
^ -igns for the sale 

of oleomargarine, 
drugs , and drlid';, 
thus h i n t i n g at, a 
|)ossible procession
al cause and (>ffect. 
W i t h i n this t iny 
acreage there are 
(dghty ]ilaees \vh(>r(> 
beverages are dis-
p(>nsed I " N a }i II 
mid l.ichc. Witz 
mill "W lilt. Siiiil des 
Li'hi'iis S 0 II II I' n-
scliciii!" T ims , 

" I-litOetSTLV, BY IHl: KoADSie t , IHLKt ,U<E stEN THE LHeCIELX AM) S M R I M , " l i r o U l l U C U f Iv k > t t C r -
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lU.HSES oi iwxi STORIED- BniT ixj THE LINE OI- THE <;(.)HBLIL) SIDEWALK 

eel ill one of the hoUM.';-. arc llic do- kiiit>s. Hut in cases of need the soMiers 
^idevala oi' rliis luiiiibli' Mcu-csnlaii life of Bolfzium or of Pruss ia may lie palled 
i'\|)voss<>d ; only, in real izat ion, the \viiu> in ; and, indeed, Prussian soldiiirs, ))atroI-
is j;'enerall.\ licer and (lie u-it is a liiiinor lint;' witli sjuu^' rifles, arc a familial ' 
ratliev broad. siplit alc'fi ' tli(> bord(>T-liiie. Tliey are 

Taxi im i- done witli elieerfid freeilinn. wate l i ins ' the cus tom: for allbous'b iNfores-
T{cst:inranl> and cafes naturalfv beai- an net is tlie only i)li-,ee in Knrope where 
ui ipor tant share, and every (hiiiee. every th(>re is not flie slightest customs ex-
li t t le concert, is a ta.xable oceasiou. amiiiaficiu for articles eute-rins', every-
Do^s, too. are taxed; Init only dofis of thinji 'which s'oes out is carefully scanned! 
ha rness—" Jrs rhicriK (Jr frail "—the poor On the whoh'. it is an honest sort of 
" dofi' 'i'l'ay." Vel la.\<-s. in all, seem to iilacc. " A man can <^» safely anywhere, 
be a litt le lower than in I'riissia and only niulil or day.'"' declares the burgomas te r ; 
a little hiiilier than in I'elfi'ium. and it is doubth^ss m<'re exuberance of 

rill >oliiar\ iioliccniaii of the 'brianiile, heed that leads th(> liarlier to take in every 
.iccuhirly known a~ tiie " Secre tary of cvenini;' the ij'leanilnt:' basin of brass tha t 
War . .HOC- about with hurrh 'd a~>iduity, twinkles in fnad of his >]i(i]i as the oiit-
sloopint: Miiilcr hi- re-p. 'n-iUility. [")ili- ward and visible siijii of his i-alliufi'. 
p i l l in hi- liU-inc--. lie - t end- for two 'Yho Prussian I'aii^le and the Heltrian 
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JUST OVSR THE BoBur!) is KULGIAN .\\\JRFSNET 

Lion have Iain <io\vii togetlier. init (ine 
i!it;ing'ibly gain-; the i!iu)r(-.>j;iiin thai the 
lion has not held the linn'-^ i^hnve. Pvu<-
piau OTvernniental iufkienee seem-; to bo 
s tronger . There i^ a preiKauleranee of 
the tiaxen ha i r and hhie I've? of ( ierina-
n.r. Al though Walloon, Du teh , F lemish , 
F rench , and Oennari are all spoken, the 
ntuiiber of ianiiuafie? bein^' inversely as 
to th(! popula t ion , German has jiraetieally 
eoncpiercd Slu- re^t; but it bears the mark -
of t he tongues it overeame. 

The vaeciuati'ivi of the ehi ldren 13 a 
fvniction eivil and mi l i t a ry . The bnrgo-
nnister koe}is the reeord. A Pruss ian 
soldier marshais the th rong . T h e l in ing-
up. the retiiskriii ' i ' . the harin,"' of a rms , 
the ineisidii, tlir reiefjatloii ti' the dry-
i n ? rovvs—;dl is swift. nielh"diea!. ea-
jiable, anui^iui;. 

Then- have- ln>eii luinieriais jilans fvir 
part i t inum.-nt . A gitidediook. takiiifi a 
tentative- oeeisioti fo'r the dee<l. reeentiy 
stat<>d t l a r ]irn-titi(>u was a<-eoiuj)!ished. 
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A t ' o r \ T i ; v rxDKi; TWO KIXC^.S. 503 
Audllicr plan is now miilcr activi' con-
~i(l(>ratii>ii. anil il is iidssiUe that while 
this is hciiiii' wviueu the tiiial deeisioii 
has heeii iiia(l(\ 

In lOd.'! the absence of iletiiiito ru le 
attvaeted ihe attenticin el' men who wish
ed to establish a tiroat fa'anibliiig' i-esovt; 
it was decided to locate here, larjio stuns 
wtM'e sjx^it in preiiavation. and fiainbliiig 
(111 an extensive scale was ac tua l ly bej^uii. 
The (̂ )d<> Xa])(deon. sti l l operat ive in the 
Ni'iitral Te r t i to ry , |)i-oliibits the gatlier-

troni t ime to t ime by intittial edicts of 
tlu> two kings, forms the basis of law, b u t 
this law mus t ho adminis tered in accord
ance with the ])roce<liii'e of Belgian or 
Pruss ian courts . P r e g n a n t of perplexity, 
all this . To Belgian Atibel or P r u s s i a n 
Eupen. to the court of Verviers or tha t 
of Aix-la-(_'hapelle, on appeal to Liege or 
Cologne—such is the whimsical alter-
nat iveness. A cr imina l may tind him
self before a P r u s s i a n or a Belg ian court . 

My advent caus<>d a genuine fltttter. 

^ . -

iiig of more than twenty persons for such T h a t I could be merely an Amer ican , 
a i)iiri)ose. at one t ime, wi thout specific t ravel l ing unofficially, seemed incredib le ; 
au thor i ty . Pu t the gambl ing promoters and offieials, Belgian and P rus s i an , and 
proci'<>ded with much circt imspeetion. even an Eng l i sh constil from a Belg ian 
They first decreed 
t h a t no inhab i t an t of 
the Triangl(> shonld 
be i)ernutted to gam
ble, and tints there 
was to be no local in
ju ry . And they ar
ranged to play in 
r e l a y s of t w e n t y I 
Tli(\v bidiex'cd that 
the btirgomaster and 
P e l g ' i u i n f a v o r e d 
tlieiii. and that so 
long as tlu^ law was 
obs(>rved they conld 
ignori ' Pruss ia . 

1̂ )111 the man be
hind tjie sword cut 
the cleverly tied (lor-
diau knot i>f st.rici 
legality. The Prus 
sian King declare<l 
that unless gambl ing 
should ins tant ly cease 
the te r r i to ry wonld 
be par t i t ioned an<l 
the neu t ra l i ty slioidd 
end. So tli(> gam
blers vanished, and ' . \ ' '-.l"-^ "'" 
the net i t ra l i ty re- ~ 
maini 'd. 

W i t h i n X e u t r a l 
]\loresiiet there is no 
(•(Uirt except the ])etty 
t r ibuna l of the burgo
master . .V jilaintiff 
may b r ing his suit 
in e i ther P r u s s i a or y.--••. ,„""'•;-"' 
1-ielgiuni, as lie may 
prefer . The Code 
X a p o l e o u . a l t (> red CHATI;AU on THE STORY OF CHARLI .MAGNE, EMMA, AND EGINHARD 
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town, kept (Iropijinn' in, nnc after auotlier, 
acknowledging' to me, over tall beakers, 
that they had been anxiously wired anent 
my presence there. 

The nearness of Aix-la-Chapelle, the 
favorite city of Cliarlemapne, tinges the 
entire region with fascinating- historical 
color; and here, at the very edge of Neu
tral Moresnet. is Enimaburg, wbleh was 
his favorite resting'-place. A litlle sti'eani 
goes bending about the rock on which 
the chateau stands; and one vividly 
realizes that the brook has gone on, un
changed, throughout the thousand years 
that have passed since the time of Oliarle-
magne and Emma and Eginhard. 

Enuna wa> the Emperor's daugliter, 
Eginhard his secretary.. A poet, a scholar, 
a nuislclan, handsome, ingratiating-, one 
whom Charlemagne himself trusted— 
small wonder that Emma and he fell in 
love. But, Eginhard being only a sec
retary, they did not dare to mi>et ex-
cej)t in secret. On one occasion the 
])rincess allowed the young man to re
main until W(il (owanl morning—''And 
then the.v i)arted; bnt at part lug, lo! 
they saw the palace courtyard wiiite 
with snow!" 

ronfroiiteil bv sucli an emergency, 
Emma acted with a readiness and deci
sion worlhy of her illustrious parentage. 
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A C O r X T R Y U X D K R T W O K I N O S . 50." 

She had cei-taiiily been imprudent in her 
entevtaininsi' of Eg'iuhard with her father 
u n a w a r e ; but her speeding- of the p a r t i n g 
guest was b<>yond ail praise. Fo r she 
prompt ly took Kginhard upon her shoul-
(I(>rs and earr ied h im to where his footstei)s 
would not be evidence condemnatory I 

Hut (/'luirlemagne, t inknown to them, 
was :\ speelator from on(> of the tower 
windows 1 Yet it all cam(> out r ight , j u s t 
as a sweet old tale ought to do, and they 
marr ied and lived ha|>pily e\'er after . 
The sonr Carlyle sjK'aks derisively of it. 
" (Charlemagne with wanton daughte r s 
cari 'ving seci'etaries through the snow," 
he j ibes ; but his inteni])erate p lura l iza-
t ion shows how bent he was upon avoid
ing all sweetn(>ss and charm. 

Th(> chateau has been much bewindcwcd 
and hirgcly rebuil t , but t radi t ion holds 
t h a t the most p romiuen t tower was s tand
ing in Char lenmgue 's t ime, and there is 
no r(>ason to dotd)t tha t the lines of the 
courf.^-ard are tuiehanged. 

Ti'ces are att i 'actively massed about 
E m m a b u r g , y<>t do not hide i t from the 
view of Kclnns. Even wi th in Kelmis it
self there is a genei'al as])eet of trees 
and greenery. To the no r thward the 
Netiti-al Ter r i to ry is covered th ick wi th 
woodland, as ai'e por t ions of Hol land and 
Belgi tun and P rus s i a there adjoining. 

At the ext reme nortlu>rii point of the; T r i 
angle ar(> clustered four boundary-s tones, 
one for each of the four jur isd ic t ions . 

I n the mids t of the woods, soti thward 
from this , I elianced one day tipon an 
anc ien t stone, hidden a m o n g trees and 
bushes. Tt bore the date of 101.') and 
was blazoned with a defiant inscr ipt ion 
and a loug-foi-gotten coat of a rms. Men 
fought , three hundred years ago, to phico 
t h a t stone th(>re and m a i n t a i n it . And 
now, so com])letely forgot ten! s tumbled 
tipon by- a s t ranger , and lost to all 
other knowledge. 

T fotind even this t iny te r r i to ry to be 
no t wi thout its own exeuiplification of 
the t ru th , which the travel ler should al
ways remendier, t h a t the foreign m i n d 
works differently from his own. After 
vainly t r y ing to be pleased with the as
s imi la t ion of lukewarm coffee, I expla in
ed to the excellent waitress tha t I desired 
i t liot. Really, my German was r igh t 
enough—but she fetched me not hot cof
fee, bu t a eu]) heated to untouchableness! 

VOL. CXy.—NO. 688 6 3 

On the first m(jrning of my stay there 
I laid out a roll of laundry . After break
fast r look<'d for it, to give to a messen
g e r ; but it had d isappeared! T h e nuiid, 
so 1 found, had though t the art icles, la id 
tog'ctlier, to be the Amer ican sle(>ping-
com]dement, and, wdth inuiginable won
der at what she m u s t have deemed an 
end)arrassing nndt ip l ic i ty , she had tucked 
every th ing otit of sight at the foot of 
t he bed. 

The char ivar i is p rominen t among the 
diversions of the Tr iang le . No t always 
invoked for the delectat ion of the newly 
wedded, this , but , by r humorous perver
sion, even more for the d i s t ingu ishment 
of such as ha\'e not m a r r i e d ! The most 
l)opular mus ic a t these open-air concerts 
is tha t made by holding a grea t scythe 
agains t the t i re of a revolving wheel ; and 
so excruc ia t ing is it as to make a lapse 
from vi r tue a ma t t e r for serious regret . 

Rel igious feast-days transceiul in im
portance the celebration of any seeidar 
festivals. Even iu secular recreatiotis the 
religious element is likely to be con
jo ined ; in ])arades, priest l iness and play-
t tdness nmy affiliate; and there is no bet
ter place for a secular ou t ing than one 
of the s ta t ions of the Cross. E'requently, 
by the roadside, al ike wi th in the village 
and in the wild-woods, there are seen the 
crucifix and shr ine . " Yet th(^ people 
are not too good," says th<> y)riest, wi th 
subtle and to le rant philoso])hy. 

For th(> Fi rs t Communion the en t i re 
populat ion joins iu the celebration. Great 
banne r s are h u n g on the outward walls, 
and in th<' cool l ight of early morn ing 
the streets are thronged. Fed by a band, 
p lay ing a stately march , the children come 
in procession a round a corner and, the 
pr ies t leading, circle th rough a grove of 
trees toward the en t r ance of the church. 

I saw not only the E'irst Communion , 
bu t the Last . One day I met the priest 
going on his way to the death-bed of a 
woman. The kiister — the sacr is tan— 
preceded him, dolefully r i ng ing a l i t t le 
bell and bear ing a l ight which gl immered 
s t rangely beneath the hot sun in its 
cloudless sky. Fol lowing was a constant
ly a u g m e n t i n g group, and each man ' s 
head was bared, and all were awed and 
still. T h e y came +o a vil lage house, and 
the pr ies t went in, and the women silent
ly followed, and the men stood reverent ly 
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OLD DWELLINGS IN KELMIS 

at the door. And with candle and water 
and sprigs the last comniunioii was ad
ministered, and a few preat tears rolled 
from the eyes of the woman dying- th<'re. 

The amusements of Neutral Moresiiet 
arc important and numerous. There are 
associations musical, associations gym
nastic, associations theatrical, associa
tions for howling, for dancing', for shoot
ing at the mark. 

These people, small though their ter
ritory, will not he cabin(>d, cribhed, eou-
flued. There are two clubs for the train
ing' and flying of oarrier-pigeons! And 
I met a man whoso delig'ht is the gather
ing' of newspapers in the languages of 
all the world. 

For the men there arc twent.v clnhs. 
but for the women there is none'. " They 
cook, they work, they make their chil
dren's clothes," said the priest, gravely 

outlining their diversions. " On Sunday 
they go to church. On Simday afternoon 
they walk out with their husbands and 
cliildren. They know nothing else. They 
wish nothing else. They are content. Is 
it not well ?" 

Yet one need not deem them to be al
ways under repression. 1 remember hear
ing a morning quarrel with the milkman; 
and—such are tlic geographical advan
tages of the place—not only the Keutral 
Land, but Prussia and Holland and Bel
gium as well, listened perforce to the 
woman's side of the argument. 

There is general pervasiveness of con
tent. There is a sort of '(/ fresco freedom 
of life, an rmtraunnellediiess which comes 
naturally from long-continued absence of 
centralized restraint. The people only 
fear the possible impermanency of their 
pleasing status. 
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A Sermon and a Sinner 
BY FORREST CRISSF.Y 

FI i O M tlii^ meadow. Id-twcon the road 
and llic West Woods, came the 
sweetly shril l note of the meadow-

lark and Ihe riotous warbliiiKS of bobo
l ink. Hut these finer voices of the resur-
recti 'd yeai- i'ell sadly iii)on the hear t of 
the boy, heavy with its dreadful burden 
of secret sin. 

Althougli iK'rehinfi' in (les])erate dis
comfort on tlie sl ippery i'i\if!:c of the oil
cloth cushion, wedged between his par -
i>nts on the luirrow l)USM'.^'"seat, P]zra 
was keenly sensible of the spell of the 
spi'inj;', the jub i lan t liiishinji' of lark aud 
bobolink. I 'nder theii- magic his be
ing se(>nie(l li 'endiling anil exi)anding 
wi th life like tha t which thri l led t he 
huslu'd earil i . 

The very mystery of these impi'essions 
mul t ip l ied the i r jiower and in tens i ty— 
but the gr im shadow of bis sin could 
no t be dispelled, even by the vernal glad
ness about him. 

At the cross-road from Thompson ' s 
Woods to tlu> chees(>-factoi-y, the glisten
ing tombstoni 's of the graveyard came 
into view. 

Tlie ]jrescnce among them of n m a n 
s t and ing knee-dee]) in a grave which he 
was d igg ing gave th(^ child a keen shock. 
Dea th ! And on such a m o r n i n g as t h i s ! 
At all t imes tcrr ibl i \ its shadow ou the 
peace of this Sabbath m o r n i n g m a d e 
him shiver. II(> counted the shovelfuls 
of ear th the se.xton thi'ew ui)on the slowly 
growing nioinul at his side, 

TIow many shovelfuls would i t t ake to 
ein]>1y the grave? W h o were they go ing 
to pu t in that black hol(>? W a s it one 
who had died a (Tn-istian ? When would 
they dig his—IV/A-.I Rue 's—grave? Was 
/((' a Chr i s t i an? And all the l ime ho 
counted the shovelfids <if (>artli! Sud-
deidy it came to h i m ; 

" rf T <lon"t see him throw out twenty 
more shovelfuls \ shall die th is year !" 

" One—two—three—foui ' , " he counted, 
denying in each in t e r im the c la im of the 

suggestion, bu t still coun t ing wi th fragic 
earnestness. How slowly the m a n moved I 
Oh, if only Totmai i would get out the 
twenty shovelfuls! Ez ra almost prayed 
t h a t the old horse would move slower 
or the sexton fas ter—but in his soul ho 
felt ei ther to be ho])elessly impossible. 

" Fourteen—fifteen—sixteen," he con
t inued. 

Thi^ m a n rested on his shovel; the 
boy held his breath, ^^'ould he never 
begin again ? 

" Seventeen—eighteen !" 
A cloud of butterflies arose from a 

dry ing ])uddle: the hors(> started info a 
trot , and a corner of the woods shut off 
lh(» hoy's vision of the s(>xtou j u s t as 
the n ine teen th shovelful dropped upon 
the mound. 

Thompson was backing liis horse in to 
the shafts of his democrat wagon as 
they jiassed. 

" I V y ' know Sassman 's Wil l died last 
n ight ?" he called out in cheerful tones. 

Af te r ha l t i ng for " the pa r t i cu l a r s , " 
t he Rues drove on, discussing wi th un -
sjiaring real ism the detai ls of death by 
this awful contagion, Avhile the child's 
soul winced inid(>r t he cmuula t ive te r rors 
which found the i r visible exponent in 
the grave-digger. Fo r Dea th which could 
invade such a morn ing as this and lay 
i ts majes t ic silence upon the l ips of his 
tioisiost p laymate , ins tead of those of 
some old m a n or woman, was moi'e ter
r ibly nea r h im than ever before. A n d 
ho had not seen tha t twent ie th shovelful 
of grave-d i r t fall U])on the ])ile! 

I Io recollected the last t ime he had 
seen Wi l l—pi tch ing horseshoes. Now he 
was in Elernilii! The word s]ielled itself 
in the chi ld 's imagina t ion wi th le t ters 
grea ter tlian capi ta l s—something like 
those tlie s tars migh t make , on a clear 
n ight , if they should all suddenly rush to
gether in to t he e ight g rea t b laz ing l e t t e r s ! 

Af the church his mother shook out 
the f ront of her skir ts , stepped inside 
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