CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor of Hor1zon 22 January 1947

In the name of the CIAM (Les Congrés Internationaux d’Architecture
Moderne) to which attend the leading modern architects, I would like to
communicate to you our disagreement about the way of putting the Lawn Road
Flats into a group of ridiculous houses in your December number, 1946.It seems
to us absolutely absurd that the building of Wells Coates, erected in 1934 as the
first modern building in England after the sleep of three decades, is brought in
that kind of relation, and completely inadequate with the literary and artistic
line of your highly estimated magazine.
Very sincerely yours,

S. GIEDION, -
Secretary-General to the CIAM

To the Editor of HoR1ZON 10 January 1947

ReADING the December issue of Hor1zon I 'was baffled to find the Lawn Road
Flats near Belsize Park, London, brandished under the caption ‘ Ugly Buildings
Competition’.

1lived in these from 1934~7 and remember the building, which I know very
well, to be cheerful and good to live in. Its design—by Wells Coates—is a
result of careful study of contemporary living. If the colour of the building
should be unattractive at present this cannot veil the basic soundness of this
handsome building of which I thought London could be proud.

I fail to understand the point of view of the jury making this derogative

award. Very truly yours,
WaLTER GROPIUS

Dear HOr1ZON

1 aLso think that Lawn Road Flats are hideous, Photographed from the other
side perhaps they would be less so. At the beginning of the war I lived in
one, and did give it some high marks for practical good ideas and conveni-
ence, but it was box-like and claustrophobic with a perpetual smell of
cooking drifting in which made me sick.

I think it a pity that when awarding the ugly prize you didn’t know the
architect, date, etc., since to me the fact that Lawn Road tried so hard and
was cracked up to be the best that anyone could produce increased the
horror. No doubt it made useful and sensible practical advances but it is
monstrous to look at and, after all, the competition was for looks.

JanEeLIA SincraIr LouTiT



FORTHCOMING BOOKS
The Other Theatre NORMAN MARSHALL

A critical survey and history of the pioneer repertory and amateur
theatre movements from 1918 to the present day, by a distinguished
producer, [llustrated 15s.

Demetrios Capetanakis:
A Greek Poet in England

All the poems and critical articlés written in English by this outstanding .
young author. who died in 1944.  With Frontispiece Portrait 10s.6d. -

Stravinsky - ERICWALTERWHITE ™
A new exhaustive study of Stravinsky's work in all jts phases, by the.
author of Stravinsky’s Sacrifice to Apollo. {llustrated 15s.

Four Cautionary Tales translated from
the Chinese by HAROLD ACTON and LEE YI HSIEH
with an Introduction by ARTHUR WALEY

These stories are not only of great interest to all students of Chinese -
literature, but delightful in themselves, with a charm and wit that the
translators have conveyed with remarkable skill. 8s.6d.

Genevieve  JACQUES LEMARCHAND
translated from the French by ROSAMOND LEHMANN

A brilliant short novel by one of the most interesting of the new
French writers. ) 7s.6d.

A Mountain Boyhood ANDRE CHAMSON
transtated from the french by JOHN RODKER

One of the outstanding French writers of today re-creates his chlldhood
in the Cevennes in a sequence of fine stories. - 7s.6d.

The Well of Days IVAN BUNIN
transiated from the Russian by GLEB STRUVE and HAMISH MILES

A reprint of the masterpiece of the distinguished Russian novelist and
Nobel Prize winner. 9s.

N.B. All orders are handled by
THE BOOK CENTRE, NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD, N.W.10

JOHN LEHMANN



Essays
ERIC GILL

With an introduction by Mary G
This collection brings together in one volume the
nine essays first published in 1942 in Last Essays
and the fourteen collected together in 1944 under
the title In a Strange Land.
8s. 6d.

The Bull Calves

m%
; NAOMI MITCHISON
The Bull Calves are some of the author’s Haldane
ancestors living around Gleneagles in midsummer
1747. The story shows what may lic under an
apparently simple story when there is a Highlander
in it, and how a good woman may come to practise
witchcraft.
llustrated by Louise RicHARD ANNAND
18,

g
g The Wild Sweet Witch
E PHILIP WOODRUFF

The tragedy of Jodh Singh who came back to his
Himalayan homestead as an educated young reformer
and challenged the whole system of foreign govern-
ment. By the author of Call the Next Witness.

8s. 6d.

JONATHAN CAPE

PRODUCED 2003 BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



LY

TO THE PRINCIPAL CITIES OF EUROPE

THE KEY TO EUROPE

BRITISH EUROPEAN AIRWAYS HEADQUARTERS NORTHOLT MIDDLESEX Reservations and
enquiries through all the principal travel agents & at Airways Terminal SW1 Telephone: ViCtoria 2313
Stwarts

Published by the Proprietors, HORIZON, 2 Lansdowne Terrace, London, W.C.1,

and privid o gl gt T GRS R Lomlon, o1

ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



