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BOOKS MUSIC

Four Comers seen
from many angles
and in great depth
THE WHITE MSN
8y Staii Steiner
Harper & Row, N,;w York, $10.9!:

It is estimated that between >0
and 90 percent of the sssentla:
raw matrajals remaining ia Iks
U.S. are located on Indian "s.:arL
Accelerated devdopment o"
these resources—especially en-
ergy resources—is affecting :aa-
tive peoples with an intensity
their grandparents cioula «?,-/?;:-:
have imagined.

J%e Vanishing White Men
begins with the case of the mas-
sive Four Comers strip mining
and generating project built on
lands of the Navajo nnd Hop: i:a
New Mexico - These are people
Sfati Steiner knows with ar* ieJ;.-
macy unusual foi one net native
to them. His account of the
theft of Indian land for the en-
ergy potential lying beneath :ts
is a classic.

If that had been ail the book
attempted, it would be an Import-
ant and moviftg work, but not ths
remarkable one that it is. For
Steiner precedes from the speci-
fics of coal mining and power
generating to far deeper ques-
tions of energy itself: what it is,
where it comes from, how it is
consumed and how preserved.

His book goes from the parti-
culars of the Four Corner pro-
ject to the history of <:he current
energy policy of the U.S.: from
the challenge native peoples
have raised to the present day
development of that policy back
in time to examine what tribal
and natural peoples have long
understood about the function
of energy in their cultures and
economies.

Steiner then turns his attention.
to native Americans' white neigh-
bors, whose ranches and towns
sit astnde the same coal deposits
and who are beginning to under-
stand the past in the light of their
present feeling of being them-
selves "treated like Indians." The
author leaps forward in time to
envision a not-so-distant future
of filth-shrouded, resource-gob-
bling cities and a sacrificed rural

America where over-used rivers
run dry, once-clear air hangs
heavy with particulates from
hundreds of power plant chim-
neys, and webs of highways,
pipelines and transmission lines
wrap a torn and shredded land-
scape. Then a leap backward to
look at the history of Europeans
on this continent, the ideology
of arrogance that has informed
their actions and the role played
by the sexist culture of Euro-
pean patriarchies in that
history.

The book moves in many di-
rections and touches on many
questions, always coming back
to the central one: how people
live, how we understand our-
selves living in the natural world.
There is purpose in this wide-
ranging design: first, to join the
separate issues of resource de-
velopment and native American
sovereignty to the myriad other
questions they raise, and further,
to teach us something about how
to understand these problems.

To Stan Steiner the unsupport-
ed personal testament of tradi-
tional Ogalala activist, Grace
Black Elk (one of the women
who were the backbone of the
Wounded Knee occupation in
1973) is as valid and necessary
to our learning as hard data on
how many million acre-feet of
non-existent Colorado River
water have been allocated by
government agencies.

He draws from both rational
and non-rational knowledge,
from the traditions and creation
myths of native peoples and from
the "verifiable" information of
modern science. The result is
neither a Doomsday Book nor a
rip-off of Indian spirituality.
Sterner has found a path between
those possibilities and managed
to avoid the trap of an easy fat-
alism. He has put together in a
mosaic that is his own, a vision
we can share.

—Jonny Lerner
Jonny Lerner was one of the editors of
Voices from Wounded Knee and is work-
ing on a book to be published by Akwes-
asne Notes.

MAY DAY
from Jack Clark

and Gretchen Donart
Brooklyn,. New York

S T R E T C H
retirement dollars
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MAY DAY. THE B-l BOMBER
HUMAN NEEDS

B-i Campaign, 318 Massachusetts Ave NE
Washington, D.C. 20002

Strike the goag harder,
harder for a nation which we cherish so it can be heard for

socialism in our time. Use the word. It's a clean, decent word
for justice and working class liberation—Socialism!

—Stephen Fritchman

Happy Birthday Mary Harris (MOTHER JONES) 1830-1930
May 1 is cause for a dual celebration for the staff of
MOTHER JONES magazine because it is appropriately also
Mother Jones' birthday. She would be 127 this year.
Celebrate her birthday by giving yourself or a friend an
introductory subscription by sending $8.00 to
MOTHER JONES, Box M, 607 Market Street, SF, CA 94105.

Robinson resurgent
after blacklist blackout

In 1940 the Republican party
was getting ready to nominate
Wendell (One World) Wilkie to
run against Franklin D. Roose-
velt and the New Deal. The Phila-
delphia convention needed some
cultural pizzazz, something more
inspirational than Kate Smith and
the Legion Band rendering God
Bless America. So the program
committee asked Paul Robeson
to sing the role he had made fam-
ous in the dramatic cantata Bal-
lad for Americans by composer
Earl Robinson and lyricist John
Latouche.

Robeson turned them down.
He was singing the Ballad in New
York's Lewissohn Stadium on
the night in question to the sort of
mass audience he found more
congenial. There were specula-
tions in the press that he wouldn't
have sung for the OOP in any
case. The New Yorker printed a
"Talk of the Town" item to the
effect that neither Robinson nor
Latouche was particularly flat-
tered at the GOP invitation. La-
touche was quoted as saying,
"We wrote the Ballad for all
Americans, not just for Republi-
cans," with Robinson adding,
"Especially not just for Republi-
cans."

But the Republicans had it on
their program anyway. They got
Ray Middleton, a musical com-
edy star of the period, to sing the
Robeson part. It is (and was) af-
ter all a free country where you
can buy what you can pay for.

Later that same convention
season, the Ballad was sung at
the Communist party conven-
tion.

Throughout the '40s the
names of Robinson and Robeson
were associated with a flourishing
democratic musical culture. CBS
sold millions of record sets of
Ballad, which became a sort of
unofficial national anthem. Rob-
eson also recorded Robinson's
smash hit Joe Hill (lyrics by Al-
fred Hayes) and frequently sang
in concert Robinson's Free and
Equal Blues (lyrics by E.Y. Har-
burg.)

Robinson was also writing suc-
cessful longer works in this per-
iod, His The House I Live In (ly-
rics by Lewis Allan) was made in-
to a short film featuring Frank

CLASSIFIEDS ~
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM VS. LENINISM. Read
Julian Martov's long-out-of-print reply to Len-
in's "State and Revolution"-now being ser-
ialized in THE NEW INTERNATIONAL REVIEW.
$6.50/one year. NIR, Box 26020, Tempe, Ariz.
85282.

JUNE GRADUATE with A.A.S. in NURSING
desires position with alternative health facility.
Stephen Vogel, 54 Schubert St., Binghamton,
N.Y., 13905.
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FUND RAISER: IN THESE TIMES needs an ex-
perienced fund raiser to organize fund raising
activities, set up susiamer group, and solicit
funds from individuals. Salary plus commis-
sion. Please call (312) 489-4444 to arrange
an interview. 1509 N. Milwaukee Av., Chicago
IL 60622. ______________
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Throughout the '40s
Ballad for Americans
was a sort of unofficial
national anthem...

Sinatra. And his major choral
work, The Lonesome Train, a
Lincoln Can tata (lyrics by Mil-
lard Lampell) was sung over ev-
ery major network as part of the
national mourning for FDR.

But by the 1950s the blacklist
had removed Robinson and
most of his lyricists from view
and hearing by the American
public. Paul Robeson had his
passport revoked, spent eight
years in virtual house arrest,
and finally left the country to
live and work in England.

A generation grew up who
knew Paul Robeson only
vaguely as a great singer of black
spirituals and Old Man River,
and who never heard of Earl
Robinson or any of his music—
except perhaps Joe Hill, which
was considered a folk song—i.e.,
without authorship.

Then on July 4, 1976, Ballad
for Americans was performed
as the climax of a Bicentennial
concert by the Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic in the Hollywood
Bowl. An overflow crowd of
19,000 was on its feet cheering at
the end of the cantata. A few
may have remembered the last
time Ballad was sung in the Bowl
(on the night of its world prem-
iere), but most had never heard it
before. The enthusiasm was so
universal and so sustained that
conductor Zubin Mehta called
the composer to the platform,

and Robinson received a stan-
ing ovation.

Of the three men who had
stood in the same spot taking
bows for the Ballad in 1940, on-
ly Robinson remains. John La-
touche died during the '60s, ana
Paul Robeson in January 1916.

But 'Earl Robinson is, as He
puts it, "resurgent."

He has written several success-
ful songs in the last few years, in-
cluding Hurry Sundown (lyrics
by E.Y. Harburg and Black and
White (lyrics by David Arkin).
The latter was recorded by Three
Dog Night and has sold over a
million copies as a single.

No mean performer in his own
right, Robinson has been touring
the country giving lecture-con-
certs. At the time of Paul Robe-
son's death he appeared in ten
memorial concerts in this country
and an eleventh in Athens.

Since then Robinson has been
acting as narrator for orchestral
performances of a recently com-
pleted Chinook Cantata, Ride
the Wind, which is dedicated to
retired Supreme Court Justice
William O. Douglass. Ride the
Wind has been incorporated into
a new opera, called Washington
Love Story, which is soon to be
premiered. And Robinson is al-
ready at work on another—this
one .to be based on the life of the
Armenian folk hero, David of
Sassoun.

A short *, concise history of Japan and
its place in the ivorld today
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With A CHALLENGING INTERVIEW BETWEEN TWO OF FRANCE'S
BEST-KNOWN WRITERS:

SimonedeBeatwoir questions Jean-Paul Sartre

Well. Sartre. I would like to ask you about the woman question:
because, in short, you have never expressed yourself on this question.
and that is the very first thing 1 would like to ask you about. How is it thai
you have spoken of'all the oppressed: of the workers, of the Blacks, in
Blact Orpheus, of the Jews. \t\Anti-Semite and Jew. and you have never

| spoken of women? How do you explain that?

A wild mixture of articles,
photos and graphics.

-April McMahon,
Plaxus

To: Harvest Publishers, 907 Santa Barkara Street, Santa Barbara, Calif. 93101
Enclosed is a check for $____. Please sand, postpaid,

______ copies of at $
Name ______________
Address _______________________________

City.__________ _ State _

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



24 IN THESE TIMES APRIL 23-MAY 3,1977

A Green Light for Lobotomies

Women suffering anxiety and
depression at the loss of family,
youth and career opportunities
constitute the majority of
psychosurgery patients today.

By Lani Silver and Efyse Eisenberg
Pacific News Service

Washington, D.C. A congressionally mandated
national commission has urged the federal
government to "conduct and support re-
search" on psychosurgery, or lobotomy—
the controversial surgical destruction of
brain tissue for the purpose of altering
behavior. The 11-member commission
also proposes guidelines for performing
psychosurgery on institutionalized ment-
al patients, prisoners and children. .

Minimizing concerns raised in recent
years about the safety, morality and effi-
cacy of psychosurgery, the commission
declares the technique "has potential mer-
it and...the risks are not excessive, despite
the fact that the results of specific proce-
dures have not been completely validat-
ed."

The National Commission for the
Protection of Human Subjects of Bio-
medical and Behavioral Research was ap-
pointed by the Department of Health, Ed-
ucation and Welfare in 1974 to study the
hotly debated topic. Composed of men-
tal health and legal experts, the commis-
sion sent its recommendations to HEW
Secretary Joseph Califano in March.
Among the major recommendations:
• Psychosurgery should be performed

only at institutions with HEW-approved
review boards. These panels of experts
would be charged with assuring the com-
petence of surgeons performing the op-
erations and with determining that the
surgery is appropriate for each patient.
They would also guarantee that "in-
formed consent" to the surgery is given
by each patient. ,
•Psychosurgery on children, prisoners

and involuntarily confined mental patients
should be performed only after informed
consent is given by the patient or—if in-

competent or underage—the patient's
legal guardian or parents. A court must
also review all such cases.
•HEW should maintain a national in-

formation center of psychosurgery for
the purpose of assessing the safety and
value of the procedure.
•Institutions not complying with HEW

guidelines should be denied federal fund-
ing.

>*Kn experiment, not a therapy.
While some 50,000 psychosurgeries were
performed in the U.S. during the 1940s
and '50s, the number has dwindled to
about 500 a year today, largely due to
the public outcry raised against the prac-
tice.

Critics of psychosurgery say the major
impact of the commission report is that
it legitimizes the procedure as an approved
therapy, as opposed to an experimental
technique.

The recommendations and stamp of
approval were based on a review of the
relatively scant professional literature
and a study of 61 patients who had re-
ceived psychosurgery over the past 10
years.

More than half of the 61 patients were
said to have "improved significantly"
from various mental disorders, though
some were worse and others were un-
changed. At least 34 of the patients, how-
ever, were studied within four to 18
months after their surgery, so that long-
term results were not available for more
than half the subjects examined.

Dr. John Sealy, a professor of psychi-
atry at the Charles R. Drew medical
school in Los Angeles, says that such a
study is an unscientific basis for approv-
ing the use of psychosurgery. "We don't
know that much about the brain to make
that land of entry [surgery] safe, and we

don't know that much about any parti-
cular person," says Sealy.

"It's morally abhorrent," he adds, "to
take that kind of risk without having
done the underlying scientific work on
animals first, and that's a good decade
or more away."

Dr. Lee Coleman, a Berkeley psychi-
atrist and outspoken critic of psycho-
surgery, says the commission guidelines
"label the practice as essentially a thera-
peutic procedure and declare that review
boards would be sufficient to prevent
abuse of individuals.

"There is absolutely no reasons," he
says, "to believe that it is therapeutic. It
is experimental and in fact it's one of the
sloppiest forms of experimentation going
on at this time."

^•Done on the powerless.
Commission chairman Dr. Kenneth
Ryan of Boston Hospital for Women de-
fends the guidelines. "We have two kinds
of protection—to protect people from in-
appropriate use and to protect people
from not having access to a medical rem-
edy which may be important to them.
You can't stop the procedure in general
without interfering with the rights of
some and you can't allow the procedure
to go on unregulated."

Dr. Sealy, on the other hand, says that
in addition to the experimental nature of
psychosurgery, the practice is "politically
reprehensible" because "in most cases the
victims will be already powerless people."

He and others in the psychiatric com-
munity point to proposals in the early '70s
to study the neurological causes of vio-
lence among ghetto rioters and criminals.
Psychosurgeons in Boston, Los Angeles
and elsewhere have also proposed setting
up institutions to develop behavior modi-
fication therapies,- including psychosur- .
gery, for the treatment of violence-prone
offenders.

Dr. Coleman also points out that any
new wave of psychosurgery "is inevitably
going to be done on the most powerless
people, such as institutionalized mental
patients or prisoners, and children and
women."

While the guidelines would require the
informed consent of the patient (or a
guardian or parent) in such cases, critics
object that guardians or parents don't
always act in the patient's best interest.
Dr. Ernest Bates, a San Francisco neuro-
surgeon who testified before the commis-
sion, points out that parents "are freqent-
ly acting in their own best interests. They
may have a child who's upsetting them or
disturbing them and they go to a doctor
who says, 'We can make your child more
manageable at home.'

"Now that may not be the best thing for
the child and I'm sure it's not the best
thing when it goes on to result in psycho-
surgery," says Bates.

•••Majority now middle-aged women.
Dr. Peter Breggin, a Washington, D.C.,
psychiatrist who has led the fight against
psychosurgery, says that while the treat-
ment is apparently not being used much
on children any more, "the most oppres-
sive and frequent treatments are given to
middle-aged women" because of the
special problems faced by American
women in their 40s and 50s.

Breggin claims women, suffering an-
xiety and depression at the loss of family,
youth and career opportunities, consti-
tute the majority .of psychosurgery
patients in America.

He says that while the operation may .
sometimes relieve the symptoms of anxi-
ety or depression, they also leave the pa-
tient with permanent brain damage and
loss of intellect, memory and motivation.

"There are only two things you can do
with a human brain," he adds. "You can
either leave it alone or you can harm it."

Breggin, who campaigned hard for the
creation of the commission in 1974, calls
the guidelines "a giant step backwards"
and a "white-wash of psychosurgery in re-
sponse to the criticism that has been made
of psychiatry."

Critics predict the controversy will now
move into the courts via increased mal-
practice suits against psychosurgeons, and
into the Congress, where Rep.'Louis
Stokes (D-Ohio) will introduce a measure
in April seeking to ban psychosurgery at
all federally funded institutions.
Lani Silver teaches women's studies at San Francisco
State University, is co-director of an educational pro-
gram called Women's Speakers Network. Elyse Eisen-
berg is a freelance reporter. They are currently work-
ing on a year-long investigation of mental health
issues.___________________

Many forms of
psychosurgery
in use today

The approximately 200 active psy-
chosurgeons working in America today
—those doing brain surgery to alter be-
havior as opposed to rempving painful
tumors, for instance—claim that the
techniques have become highly
refined since the early days of lobo-
tomies. Procedures now go by such
names as cingulotoni
cutting, multi-target limbic lesions
pre-frontal ultrasonic lesions,
others.

Whatever the name, the results are
much the same: all the procedures cut.__..-
or otherwise destiaj^setective"6rain fi^
bers that are believed to be connected
to centers of anxiety, depression, hos-
tility or other mental disorders.

The earliest method involved drill-
ing a hole in the skull usually just over
the eyebrow, and inserting a sharp in-
strument int6 the brain to cut the tis-
sue.

Another method that has gained
favor is known as ultra sound surgery,
developed by Dr. Peter Lindstrom of
San Francisco. This process does not
involve cutting, but relies on high-
pitched sound waves to destroy selec-
tive brain tissue. California law gov-
erning psychosurgery does not apply
to ultra sound surgery.

Other techniques developed by Dr.
Frank Ervin and others in Boston, of-
ten called the "capital of psychosur-
gery," involve implanting dozens of
tiny electrodes in brain tissue after ex-
posing and drilling through the skull.
Electricity can then be used to burn
the target tissue. Lasers have been used
in the same way.

The basic theory underlying psycho-
surgery is descended from the early
work of Egas Moniz, a Spanish sur-
geon who won the Nobel Prize 28 years
ago for his discovery of the therapeutic
value of prefrontal leucotomy in cer-
tain psychoses. He hypothesized that
certain abnormal connections between
brain cells stabilize in psychotic peo-
ple, but remain unstable and thus un-
important in mentally healthy people.

But Dr. Elliot Valenstein, professor
of psychology at the University of
Michigan who reviewed the medical
literature on psychosurgery for the na-
tional commission, says no one really
knowns what happens in lobotomies.

"Authors [of medical literature] are
quite explicit about not knowing 'how'
or 'why' psychosurgery works and they
openly state that physiological explan-
ations at this time are pure conjecture,
based on indirect, heterogeneous and
often tortured sets of arguments," he
says. •
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