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PBC alternatives to

corporate capitalism

Global corporations are
dismantling their
industrial base here
and shipping off their
Dlants to points all
over the globe. This
muass exodus has helped
to throw America into
an economic Crisis.

OWN YOUR OWN JOB
By Jeremy Rifkin
Bantam Books, 1977

The latest book by Jeremy Rif-
kin and the People’s Business
Commission (formerly the Peo-
ple’s Bicentennial Commission)
is a short, easy-to-read indict-
ment of corporate-capitalism, a
call to replace its control over
our economy by democratic con-
trol and ownership.

Own Your Own Job is d1v1ded
into three sections, the first of
which is a vivid expose of the
contradiction between corporate-
capitalism s expansionary profit-
maximizing requirements and
people’s right to democracy, both
political and ‘economic. Cor-
porate control of the political
and economic systems;, runaway
shops, increased unemployment
are some of the charges in Rif-
kin’s indictment. “In the process

“they (global corporations) are

systematically dismantling their
domestic industrial base here

-and shipping off their plants,

facilities and other capital assets
to points all across the globe.
This mass exodus has helped
throw America mto a profound
economic crisis.’

Part Two points out the weak-

nesses of both the ‘‘apologists’
and the ““reformers.’’ The former
‘‘continue to deceive us with false
hope that our salvation depends
on the grace and good will of the
giant corporations.”
~ “Breaking up the giants [the
reformer’s approach}...will fur-
ther weaken our already frail
state and render us less able to
resist the next time around. In
the end we will have to fight a
few giants once again.’’

So far, so good. But Rifkin
continues: ““Aside from the apol-

ogists and reformers, there are
those who preach the gospel of

" socialism as the answer. If the

word ‘socialism’ doesn’t exactly
set your heart pounding, it’s un-
derstandable because it’s often
been misapplied in countries like
the Soviet Union, and none of us
are thrilled at the idea of replac-
ing unresponsive, greedy busi-
nessmen with unresponsive, self-
serving bureaucrats.”

This vulgar interpretation does
little to enlighten people on the
democratic potential of socialism
or its application in Cuba and
elsewhere. This is particularly dis-
turbing as it precedes the presen-
tation of the decentralized and
democratic characteristics of Rif-
kin’s own plan for Economic
Democracy. For example, Rif-
kin’s projection of firms con-
trolled and managed by the peo-
ple who work in them and held
accouatable to the communities
in which they operate, of public
banks, public ownership of na-

- tural resources, with broad pol-

icy determined by the national
government—all this has many
similarities to the organization
of socialist Yugoslavia. But Rif-
kin does not make this observa-
tion and leaves the reader with
the impression that socialism is
inherently undemocratic.

Part Three is a stimulating
look at how activists can chal-
lenge corporate rule on several
levels, followed by the findings
of the Hart Poll—done on behalf
of PBC two years ago-—on what
Americans are thinking about the
present political/economic sys-
tem.

Own Your Own Job presents
a challenge to socialists to de-
velop and articulate alternatives
both to corporate-capitalism and

_ to bureaucratic socialism. French

Marxist Roger Garaudy has writ-
ten: ““The crucial problem in a
socialist democracy is to bring de-
cision-making, both political and
economic, closer to the worker
who might otherwise be subordi-
nated to extraneous political for-
ces, personified by a remote, an-
onymous state.”” Although it
mucks up the terminology, Own
Your Own Job does address this

‘problem.

—Daniel Neal Graham

Dianiel Neal Graham was formerly a PBC
organizer, is now a distributor for In
These Times and a teacher/organizer

a focus of your activities.

CHILE

necessary for initiating effective
Chile solidarity work.

stickers. Add 10% for postage.)

Name

- Make support for women in Chile

WOMEN'S PACKET
ON

is designed to provide the basic informztion

Packet includes 17" x 22" poster; stickers;
postcards; Carta a Chile (for mailing campaign);
resource list and history of the Allende period and the etfects of the
coup on women's lives through five composite biographies of women
halftones and illustrations throughout.

$1.25 plus 25¢ postage and handling. {40% discount on prepald
orders totaling 50 or more packets, posters, dozens of postcards, and

in the Syracuse Free University.

Address

City

State

ACTION FOR WOMEN IN CHILE (AFWIC)
Box 530, Cathedral Sta., NYC 10025
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*cratic  principles,

Morton Halperi

The Lawless State exposed in
carefully documented study

THE CAWLESS STATE: The Crimes of the
U.S. Intelligence Agencies
By Morton Halperin, Jerry J. Berman,
Robert L. Borosage, and Christine M.
“Marwick
Penguin Books, 1976, paperback, $2.95

With careful. and thorough
concern for the evidence and
forceful commitment to demo-
the authors
have described and analyzed the
secret crimes of ‘‘the lawless
state’’; the CIA’s campaign
against Salvador Allende; the
FBI’s vendetta against Martin
Luther King Jr.; the IRS files on
more than 11,000 individuals and
groups.

These presidential and bureau-
cratic abuses have undermined
constitutional principles and ex-
acerbated the crisis of confidence
in American government. Fur-
thermore, clandestine illegalities
in both foreign and domestic
spheres continued long after Wat-
ergate and throughout the Ford

known,

administration. Indeed, Ford
publicly justified the CIA’s de-
stabilization program in Chile:
“I’m not going to pass judgment
on whether it’s permitted under
international law. It’s a recog-
nized fact that historically as well
as presently, such actions are tak-
en in the best interest of the coun-
tries involv

Predictably and tragically,
these operations have broken
down the distinction between do-
mestic and foreign policy. Law-
lessness justified abroad in de-
fense of “‘national security’’ be-
comes justified at home in order
to control ‘‘subversive’’ groups:
e.g., the FBI initiated a program,
COMINFIL, which penetrated
such ‘‘un-American’’ groups as
SANE and the American Friends
Service Committee; and as is well
‘Nixon justified the
break-in at Daniel Ellsberg’s psy-
chiatrist on national security
grounds.

The distressing thrust of the ~
facts in this book is that consti-
tutional principles and democra-
tic processes are pure rhetoric to
vast armies of anonymous bur-
eaucrats working for the imperial
presidency.

President Carter campaigned
against government lawlessness.
One wonders whether he can con-
trol the agglomeration of vested
interests and factions or will he
too become mesmerized by the
trappings of power and the ‘‘im-
peratives’’ of national security?
To protect against this garrison-
state mentality, a firm grasp on
past abuses and their consequen-
ces will provide concerned citi-
zens with valuable ammunition.

The Lawless State should be
required reading in the hbrary of
this cause.

—Jjonathan F. Galloway

Jonati:an F. Galloway teaches political
science at Lake Forest College.

Hal

The first thing most people
connect with the name of
Morton Halperin is the law-
suit brought by him (and his
wife and three sons) against
Richard M. Nixon, H.R. Hal-
deman and John Mitchell for
miaintaining a secret wire-tap
on the family’s telephone dur-
ing the years (1969-71) when
Halperin was a senior staff

" member of the National Se-
curity Council under his friend
and colleague, Henry Kissin-
ger,

"The suit, whlch may turn
out to be a precedent-setter,
passed its first hurdle when a
Federal District judge in

perin suing Nixon for damages

Washington ruled that the
wire tap did indeed violate the
Halperins’ Fourth Amend-
ment rights and ordered Nix-
on, Haldeman and Mitchell to
pay damages. The question
being argued at present is how
much.

The Halperms attorneys
are asking punitive damages
under both the Fourth and
First Amendments. Attorneys
for the defense, supplied by
the Carter Justice department,
maintain that there was no
real damage since the wire-tap
didn’t cost Halperin his job.
After an amount has been set-
tled on. the case can be apb-

pealed, so there is little likeli-
hood of an immediate settle-
ment, either of the principle
or the “‘debt.”

In the meantime, Halperm
is serving as chairperson of the
steering committee of the
Campaign to End Govern-
ment Spying and is an associ-
ate of the Center for National
Security Studies. (The direc-
tor of the Center, Robert Bor-
osage, and two other asso-
ciates, Jerry Berman and
Christine Marwick, are co-
authors with Halperin of The
Lawless State, reviewed in
this issue.)




Paul Newman being wired for sound

i

Players scores Slap Shot low

SLAP SHOT

Written by Nancy Dowd; directed by
George Roy Hilt

Starring Paul Newman

Slap Shot is a terribly uneven
film about hockey, violence, ciass
and failed or failing- -mai-
riages.

Ay its best it offers sharp, sad
—or funny—vignettes of youth-
ful and aging hockey vlayers and
the women whe suffer them, and
throws light on the subtle veiz.
tions between social class and
hockey styles. At its worst, the
film distorts the game, descends
10 comic opera freatment of its
violence, and porirays working
class fans as bloodthirsty and
brutalized.

‘The story is that of player-
coach Reggie Dunlap (plaved by
Paul Newman) and his effort to
save the Charlestown Chiefs
from financial collapse by media
hypes, calculated viclence and
crass, psychological manipuls-
tion of his players. Dunlap’s ef-
fort takes place against the back-
ground of ihe closing of the steel
mill in a small Pewnsylvania
town. The connection beiween
the team and the town is well
handled, the players ~esponding
sympatheiically ic the plight of
the workers, knowing that they
themselves are only an uncertain
step from factory jobs.

The players and assorted o
¢1s-01 are portraysd wiih 2 mix
iurc of definess and sierestype.
‘The best are the sensitive French-
Canadian goaltender (ke mmost
goalies, cmotiona! znd slipntly
ctazy); the plastic ““Kifler”” Cazr-
son, who lionizes the coach, prac-
tices ‘*onencss wit* the universe,”
and urges the laid-off workers io
adopt positive tainking; and ihe
threce Hansons, vicient brawlers
who carry their toy cars on roac
trips.

I.ess satisfactory are the char-
acterizations of such stock char.
acters as the locker-rooim
lecher, the insipid sporiscaster,
and the conniving peneral main-
ager.

Critical to the film, but gloppi-
ly developed, arc the Princeton.
ian Braden {a hockey purist and
the league’s leading scorer) and
his wife Lily. Botl are from up-
per-middle class backgrourids
and play alienated outsiders, dis-
tant from the working-class [ife
around them Bia ¥
provides usg wi
moment, Affecs
terious way by }
at the Chiefs’ final

Violence in hockey is
like 19th century duel-
ing—a highly ritualized
game rarely resulting
in serious injury.

forms a hilariously graceful strip-
tease (no small feat, considering
the complexity of hockey equip-
ment)—a delightful counterpoint
to the violence, machismo and
hints of repressed homosexuality
running through the film.

Although the contrast between
Braden and his teammates is ov-
erdrawn, it reflects some measure
of reality. There is a particular
style of hockey, once rooted in
New England prep schools,
which features precision passing,
sharp stick-handling, coordinated
efforts to set up offensive threats
close to the opposing goal and a
minimum of rough, aggressive
play in the corners. (Ironically,
this style has been brought to per-
fection recently by the Soviet
players.)

The same style was practiced
in the National Hockey League
20 years ago though always com-
bined with pervasive intimidation
and calculated violence. But
while the *‘preppies’’ remained
purist, the style of the NHL,
Canadian junior hockey and the
old American Hockey League
(towns like Springfield, Provi-
dence, Hershey, and Buffalo)
changed. The emphasis switched
to throwing the puck into the oth-
er team’s corner and either out-
skating or out-muscling the op-
posing defensemen.

This game, which relied in-
creasingly on the long slap shot
and stressed physical contact in
the corners and in front of the
net, gradually came to dominate
in working-class centers of the
Northeast. What it lacked in fin-
esse, it made up for in spirited
aggressive play. Fights may have
become more frequent, but they
did not-—until very recently—
dominate the professional game
or the media’s reporting of it.

Violence is associated with
expansion, commercialization
and TV exposure rather than
with an increase in blood-lust
among working class fans. In
fact, the rise in hockey violence
is concurrent with increased mid-
dle class interest, indicated by the
new crowds in Boston and New
York.

Slap Shot makes no distinction

between aggressive but clean play
and maniacal violence. The
Chiefs are depicted as a spiritless
team, constantly backing in on
their goaltender, suddenly trans-
formed by the Hansons, whose
parodied violence would be ac-
ceptable on no rink in North
America. They are allowed to trip
slash, high-stick, board and
charge at will, to pummel the of-
ficials, start fights before the
game and tape bits of metal un-
der their gloves. Blood flows free-
ly in every one of their fights.

But one of the reasons fight-
ing is so institutionalized in hock-
ey is that it is similar to 19th cen-
tury dueling—-a highly ritualized
phenomenon that rarely results
in serious injury. The unwritten
code demands that sticks be
dropped (they are much too dan-
gerous as weapons) that gloves be
thrown off (they would prevent
that secure grip on the opposing
player’s jersey that speedily trans-
forms a fist fight into an awk-
ward wrestling match) that a re-
spectable number of off-balance
ineffective punches may be deliv-
ered before the officials step in.

This is not to say that injuries
never occur or that the code is
never violated. But the vast ma-
jority of fights result irt no serious
damage. It is, after ali, very diffi-
cult to land a solid punch while
on skates.

Screenwriter Nancy Dowd
distorted not only the game, but
also its history. She has Reggie
Dunlap invoke the name of Eddie
Shore in connection with the pur-
ity of old-time hockey tc which
Dunlap yearns to return. Natives
of Springfield, Mass., (like me)
remember Eddie Shore, in cver-
coat and fedora, stalking the
dank and littered corridors of the
West Springfield Coliseum. But
Shore’s reputation as owner of
the Springfield Indians was that
of a manipulative and tyrannical
taskmaster. As a player he was
master of all the forms of covert
viciousness outside the code of
hockey ethics.

Slap Shot is a badly flawed
film despite interesting moments
and promising themes. It fails
to develop any women charac-
ters. Its comedy is inconsistent;
its ending is pure silliness. A
gooads film on hockey remains
to be made.

—Gary Kulik
Gary Kulik is a former hockey player,

and presently a graduate student at
Brown University.
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CLASSIFIEDS

DEMOCEATIC SOCIALISM VS, LENINISM. Read
Julian Martov's long-out-of-print reply to Len-
in's "‘State and Revolution”—now being ser-
ialized in THE NEW INTERNATIONAL REVIEW,
$6.50/0ne year. NIR, Box 26020, Tempe, Ariz.
85282

BLACK AND WHITE WORK BETTER TOGETHER.
Become interraciaily involved: For information
write INTERRACIAL CLUBS OF AMERICA, P.0.
Box 1180, Middletown, Ct., 06457.

“Answering Senator Abourezk on the Middle
Fast"” by A.B. Magil is featured in the JEWISH
CURRENTS May issue--also Editorial: “"Mid-
east Advance and Retreat” and “Israel and
the Diaspora” by W.S.—David Platt reviews
“Lillian Heliman's Scathing Memoir''—Wayne
C. Perimutter, head of Concerned Jewish Youth,
on “Jewish Youth vs. Nazi War Criminals"—
News, Reviews, Editor's Diary by Morris U.
Schappes. Single copies 60¢. Subscriptions
$7.50 yearly USA. JEWISH CURRENTS, Dept T,
22 East 17 St., N.Y.C. 10003—SPECIAL: "The
Jewish Quesion and the Left—Cld and New"
by Morris U. Schappes, 24pp., 50¢ postpaid.

THE IRON FIST AND THE VELVET GLOVE: An
Analysis of the U.S. Police. 2nd Edition. New
and Revised Sections on Police and the Fiscal
Crises, Police Unionism, Strategies of Resis-
tance. $3.50 + 25¢ postage. Center for Re-
search on Criminal Justice. P.Q. Box 12675 B,

QOakland, CA 94604.

GODDARD-CAMBRIDGE graduate program in
social change. Accredited M.A. program of
Goddard College, accepting students for 1977-
78. Project areas include U.S. Empire at home
and abroad, Feminist studies, U.S. social and
cultural issues. For catalogue, write or call:
186 Hampshire St., Cambridge MA 02139,
(617) 492-0700.

iN THESE TIMES T-SHIRTS FOR SALE: $5—
Five for $20. We just happen to have 2 few left.
Specify S, M, L, XL,

FUND RAISER: IN THESE TIMES needs an ex-
perienced fund raiser to organize fund raising
activities, set up sustainer group, and solicit
funds from individuals. Salary plus commis-
sion. Please call (312) 489-4444 to arrange
an interview. 1509 N. Milwaukee Av., Chicago
IL 60622.

Classified rates:
Display:

Perinch 5.00
Non-display:

Perword .13

{20 words minimum}
DISCOUNTS:

3 insertions—5%

10 insertions—10%

“In These Times’ spirit
is inviting, not narrowly
sectarian. You get a
sense of solidity, of facts
and ideas in constructive
combination.”

—QGloria Steinem

““And it’s a bargain.”

—James Weinstein

NEXT WEEK IN THESE TIMES

Media analyst James Aron-
son takes a look at the Nix~
on-Frost interviews; Staff
writer David Moberg exam-
ines the future of the auto-
mobile in an energy-short

Name

era; Bill Tabb reviews Raiph
Nader’s bock Taming the
Giant Corporation; and
some of our Washington cor-
respondents uncover some
sneaky dealing by the Penia-
gon.

Also, a report on Congres-
sional action on the Trans-
fer Amendment, which
would have taken money
from the Pentagon and given
it to human services; a pro-
file of some interesting elec-
toral campaigns in the Scuth-
ern California area; a iock at
union and community peli-
tics in a steel town; and a
roundup of labor activity
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