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ERSPECTIVES
N E W A M E R i c A

Political solution needed
for labor pensions, health

Changing ss3~ordc scr.ditkjr.s, includ-
ing coKgiorn£ra*:"ow rat sspsdaJly inflation,
force us to gc beyonc. ihs bounds of
industry- MS?; ccllsctivs bargaining. In-
creasingly ihf, v-'hc'f; structure of private-
ly negotiated so":?! bsnefiis, is ~o longer

le z" :~ss;i:i2 the nesas of the mem-
bership. Sst.:;~s""~'1'. plans are being erod-
ed by iruA^c:". ?-~£. ~agdic£l ccsts are in-
creasing. Sizes ::'?.O3t bsrAsfit pisns are
oigau.zse. ~~ 'i~.^ basis of sszicrity, the
high If.-jf'-. c'? r.~*. ::.plcy~.s:"t in rr.£:aufac-
tunng -iic-USt'.."/ "..'". "?i".'.s i££l rsis^y work-
ers with !GV/ s-f.r-.i'srity do act participate
fuSiy i- ths b^R^ti urcgrzsns.

The '.rosier cf private benefit plans is
significant br.car.se sucfc beasfit plans
form ons basis cf business rxiocism. But
with the erosic:~ of the private plans,
American unionists are being pushed
into the political arena to settle problems
previously settled privately. Such a devel-
opment implied many changes for the
structure of Arnsrican trade unionism.

Lei: me discuss a few of the problem
areas that illustrate our situation in the
electrical and machine industry.

Automation: The introduction of new
tape control^d machines — called
numerical controlled machines — means
that the t-3.dc machinist as we knew it to-
day is being downgraded and destroyed.
Whatever little humanity fcmsaating from
our skill (anci thus control over fee job) is
being taken a^e.y.

The mterss'dns pa it cf the work — the
setting uy cf the machine — is removed
from ihs r^rcvL'-r.r, cf th: machinist and
tin cugr.: iesigri cf ths machine tool and
the employing of a computer the mach-
inist's sldll is s~" CT. a ;j:ece of "ape, which
runs ib.g rri£.c"".ir,r. and rnakss it produce
the job. 7ne rscst skilled arg :?.ci the only
ones affected; t'~- -race is structured so
that, thsre are rn-ury thousands cf work-

ers who set up and operate their own
equipment.

What are some of the implications of
the way in which automation is being in-
troduced?

Older workers with seniority can us-
ually hang on to their present jobs long
enough to retire or get placed in some
other job. But few or no new jobs are
being created in spite of expanding pro-
duction. Automation means that skills
are being downgraded instead of provid-
ing the opportunity to move up to more
interesting jobs. We now have the pros-
pect of either unemployment or a dead-
end job. The freezing of the job market,
in spite of expanding production and pop-
ulation, has other pernicious effects. Only
recently have women entered the machine
trades in significant numbers as skilled
workers. Likewise, in many plants blacks
have been allowed to move up into skilled
jobs only in the last few years. Both are
again being squeezed out of the industry.
And, of course, there are now tremendous
numbers of young people who can't even
get into the industry.

There are alternatives to the way in
which automation is being introduced that
unions can explore. We have to establish
the position that the fruits of technologi-

cal change must be divided up, with some
going to the worker and not all to man-
agement, as is the case today. We must
demand that machinists rise with the com-
plexity of the machine. Rather than di-
viding up his job, the machinist should
be trained to program and repair his new
machine. This is a task well within the
grasp of most people in the industry. De-
mands such as this strike at another prime
ingredient of business unionism—the idea
of "let the management run the business."
The introduction of automatic equipment
makes it imperative that we fight such
ideas.

Automation also brings unemployment
into focus. Unemployment and increases
in productivity bear a direct relationship
to each other, given a stagnant or artifi-
cial market.

Previously, in most large industrial
towns, especially those that have a fac-
tory belonging to some huge corporation,
there has been continuity of employment.
People in Lynn have worked at GE for
years. So have their families—grandfath-
ers, uncles, etc. For people my age, this is
less and less the case. Job reduction due to
increases in productivity, runaway shops,
or speed-up, have meant that a large num-
ber of people in their mid-thirties, who
ordinarily would have 15 years service,
don't have it. Since most benefits are
based on seniority, it means that the un-
ion, as far as the perception of many peo-
ple is concerned, functions on two levels.
Everybody gets to use the grievance pro-
cedure, but not everybody is going to get
the long-term benefits because they will
not have enough time in the plant. (This
assumes that people laid off from one
place are able to get a job in an organ-
ized shop, which is not always the case.)
With the closing of the huge steel mills
and smaller machine tool manufacturers
we are also witnessing the wholesale de-
struction of the equity people have ac-
crued over the years in benefits.

Because benefits are tied to seniority
the potential for increasing the tension
between long seniority employees and
short seniority employees increases as
the plants fall victim to wild fluctuations
in employment. A new way to deal with
benefits, such as vacations, must be
found. We must make the benefits, which
are a social obligation, into a political
question. Taking such an approach leads
to a political settlement—such as four
weeks vacation for all those who are em-
ployed one year or more. This is the way
things are done in France, for example.
In France, anybody who works one year
gets four weeks off. If I stay at GE 20
years I may get it, too. But the chances
are slim.
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On the most basic level, unions func-
tion to protect the wages and working
conditions of employees. Recently this
has become ever more difficult. What
we have won in wage increases in the
shop we have lost through inflation. The
management of the economy is a politi-
cal question. For example, is unemploy-
ment a way in which to control wages?
Some companies and economists believe
that the answer is "yes."

On the issue of conditions of work we
have taken a beating. We are asked to
trade a slow death from cancer for jobs.
Instead of using technology to slow down
the pace of work, the work pace has in-
creased along with its attendent strains.

Instead of moving towards a 30 and
out arrangement, the new legislation al-
lowing people to work until age 70 means,
for blue collar workers, that they will
work more years—work until they drop
dead. They will stay in the plant longer
because older workers can't afford to re-
tire due to inflation.

Thus we have problems on several lev-
els. Most narrowly our industry is not
organized as well as it was 30 years ago,
and we have not moved into the newer
fields of electronics, computers, etc. Our
unions are divided. We nssd unity based
on democratic principles. The UH and
IUE must come together on some prin-
cipled common ground as £ beginning
step towards unity in our industry.

Within the unions we must re-organize
to take on the companies. We have to
make locals and internationals respond
to the needs of all workers—not just some.
Part of this re-organization is the need
to challenge business union concepts and
practices. This means the re-organization
of rank and file groups that will deal posi-
tively with our problems. (It was through
rank and file organization that the CIO
first got started). Going a step further, we
have to have the re-organization of class
politics in the shop. Unions have never
moved forward in this country without
the uniting of left forces (socialists, com-
munists) and those who have a strong
sense of trade unionism.

Beyond the plant new forms of politi-
cal organization are called for. The mar-
riage of the unions and the Democratic
party commenced in the '30s and cement-
ed during the Cold War is not in labor's
interest. If we are to make the gains we
need to break even—never mind get
ahead—we must begin to organize around
specific issues and then force those issues
upon cur elected officials—as a first step
towards independent labor candidates. H
Frank Emspak is an historian and a mach:
inist at the General Electric plant in Lynn,
Mass.
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Carter/Cities
Continued from page 3.
tional Peoples Action, a neighborhood
direct action organization, is concerned
that the money may continue to be divert-
ed to "gentrification" projects, where
old neighborhoods are rebuilt for profes-
sionals and the affluent middle class.

Although new housing programs in the
past have often benefited the suburbs
rather than the cities, the President's
study committee argued that some new
housing construction for poor people
was necessary to prevent their simply be-
ing pushed into existing, stable working
class neighborhoods due to the absence
of housing.

What do all the piecemeal programs
add up to? "Carter lacked any vision of
how cities are changing for the worse and
how cities could change for the better,"
John Mollenkopf, director of Stanford's
urban studies program, said. "Private
sector investment may not help the poor.
Carter's plan doesn't represent any poli-
tical vision of how people can solve their
own problems."

Community action.
There is a slight nod in the direction of
community action. Carter proposed $15
million for assistance to neighborhood
rehabilitation efforts, $40 million for a
new Urban Volunteer Corps under AC-
TION, and some additional funds for
community credit unions, community de-
velopment corporations, community
health centers, parks and the arts.
- Already this approach is embroiled in
controversy. Big city mayors, remember-
ing the way Great Society funding of
neighborhood groups short-circuited
their political control of the poor, are vi-
gorously attacking the proposal, even
though any funding of a neighborhood
project must be approved by them. Poor
and working class neighborhood activ-
ists, on the opposite side, envision the
program expanding and incorporating
projects now under other agencies.

Although there is general agreement
among critics somewhere "on the left"
that the Carter plan is inadequate, there
is little agreement on what should be done.
Traditional urban liberal groups empha-
size the need for more money. However,
a new breed of urban activist often criti-
cizes the plan more for its failure to un-
derstand or to encourage working class
city dwellers' need to gain more control
over the resources of the neighborhoods
in order to trigger a process of self-sus-
taining growth that is not siphoned off

by downtown banks and big corporations.
Lee Webb of the Conference on Alter-

native State and Local Public Policies,
who also advocates more money for hous-
ing, mass transit and soft public works,
said that he would build an urban pro-
gram around the consumer cooperative
bank bill that the House approved and
the Senate is now considering in commit-
tee rather than Carter's bank, which he
thinks has little chance of passing. That
would emphasize neighborhood cooper-
ative action rather than big business sal-
vation.

Stan Hallet of Northwestern Univer-
sity's Center for Urban Affairs is less con-
cerned about the levels of funding than
about possible redirection of money al-
ready allocated. For example, he argues,
switching Chicago's storm water storage
plan from a multibillion project of drill-
ing deep tunnels and reservoirs under the
city to creation of neighborhood .water
retention projects could accomplish the
task better and yield $100 million for the
average neighborhood to use in redevel-
opment. Likewise a comprehensive urban
plan would emphasize energy conserva-
tion in housing, since in many buildings
energy costs have doubled in the past
seven years. That could provide local
jobs, lower rents, make it possible for
landlords to spend more on maintenance
(or pay now delinquent taxes) and con-
serve energy. Carrying such renovation
further, Hallet argues that aiding renters
to purchase buildings through land trusts
would also strengthen neighborhood econ-
omies.

Spending more money alone does not
necessarily "develop the organization,
technology and social capacity for neigh-
borhoods to develop themselves," Hallett
says. "My idea is that if you give people
half a chance they'll build decent cities.
But how do you give people the tools, the
capacities to build cities? Carter's plan is
about as good as we could expect at this
point. The thinking about cities and how to
revitalize them is just not very far along."

But the urgency remains, and the Car-
ter program does not take full advantage
of even what is understood. As Horace
W. Morris, executive director of the New
York Urban League says, "We're consid-
erably disappointed. We could use twice
the national amount for housing here in
New York for ourselves. The approach to
our urban problems cannot be piecemeal.
It has to be concentrated, committed. We
were looking for a war and we got a skir-
mish." " •
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Zen Hustling
Continued from page 24.
settings illustrated with erotic photo-
graphy. And that's going to—a lot of peo-
ple—you can't say the Bible is obscene,
they're gonna say the text is okay, but
not pictorially? That just goes against the
chronology of symbolic communication.
Pictures came before words so I see it as
a good way to test people's hypocrisy.
That's the main thing Flynt and I share in
common—a resistance to hypocrisy.
What's the editorial content going to be
like?

There's going to be more investigative
journalism. More articles of social con-
cern. However people's lives are fucked
up, whether it's their wallets or their
minds. Whatever the authorities do to
individuals is a valid concern.
But is Hustler going to be as graphic as it
has in the past?

I don't know, maybe even more graph-
ic. After pink, rainbow. There's no blue-
print. We're playing it by ear.
You 're going to be starting up The Real-
ist again. Why? (Krassner had to stop
publishing The Realist in 1974 because of
financial difficulties.)

It's a different stance. I asked Flynt
what he thought was the difference be-
tween The Realist audience and the Hust-
ler audience and he understood perfectly.
He said, "The Realist reaches people of a
higher consciousness and a lot of people in
the media and people who are in some
kind of influential situation." So it's not
so much a class difference as a conscious-
ness difference. Some things I can take
for granted in The Realist, such as cer-
tain attitudes on abortion or homosexual-
ity. Things that might have appeared in
The Realist ten, 15 years ago might go
into Hustler now.
When will you start publishing The Real-
ist?

It will be out in May, as a monthly.
We'll start with the 20th anniversary issue.
Flynt is publishing and distributing it. I'm
editing and I'll have total editorial con-
trol. It'll be printed on a bit better paper
with a color cover and better distribution.
Who knows? Maybe The Realist will be
in supermarkets.
How do you like living in L.A.?

Well, I've adapted to it. The way Patti
Hearst adapted to her kidnapping.
Has it been hard to hang on to your ident-
ity?,

My identity is always evolving. This is
educational for me. I'm learning. It's like
another planet, the corporate structure.
I was living like a hermit and now I've

gone from one extreme to the other. As I
crawl out of my cave I suddenly crawled
into an executive position. So I'm kind of
studying it anthropologically. But under-
neath it my identity is still the same. I
mean I'm not taking any money for The
Realist to help me remain pure. As long
as it remains fun, my identity will still be
constant. If I start making terrible com-
promises because I don't want to lose
my job, then that would be a difference
in my identity.
You haven't made any compromises so

far?
Well no, I can't see any. The April cov-

er has an Easter bunny nailed to a cruci-
fix and people in the office were afraid
that Larry wouldn't like that. And I said,
'Well, he's going to have to fire me or de-
fend me.' It turned out he loved it. The
point is, I took him at his word when he
said I was to be given editorial control.
You 're going to be making $90,000 a year,
right?

Yeah, but I'm $50,000 in debt, so a lot
will go to that. But I'll tell you, it's been
like a Roman Polanski film with ants
crawling out of the wall, people who
want something. But that's part of the
game.
Have you indulged yourself in any way
materially?

I don't know that I have. I mean, I
came to work carrying a paper bag one
day and showed it to the receptionist and
said, 'This is my attache case.' I'll prob-
ably, in a month or two, buy a vibrating
bed or something.
Did you go through any crisis of con-
science in deciding to work for Hustler?

No, not really. If there's stuff that I
can't get into Hustler, I can get it into The
Realist. But no, I had done all my soul-
searching just in terms of writing for
Hustler before I became publisher. I had
gotten an assignment from Flynt to do a
Lenny Bruce piece. I had already decid- -
ed that it would be good to reach that aud-
ience. I had always wanted to do some-
thing for them 'cause I didn't like people
putting down what they thought the Hus-
tler audience was. I had no real crisis of
conscience.
Have you ever turned down any writing
assignment?

Life magazine once asked me to do a
column. For a thousand a column, a hu-
mor column. But the limitation on that
was bad taste. So we didn't get very far
with that. •

(©1978L&MGoIdberg)
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Rebels all: the Finns in America
FOR THE COMMON GOQB;

Finnish Immigrants and the
Radical Response to Industrial
Amertes?.

Michael G. XV-.T'• s--:-6 OOU»;B • i',
OtUla; T-.- . r&.'ZTi.

Ave., S^-ric::, Wise. 'i.588C

rnunif.r t.af: casr^s 'i^at socialists
is an alien pbJl3SQj»"y that nas
led American sGn'alists and h:s-
toiiaus cf sodalisr:! always Cc
undervalue and :rsquendy to :.£••
nore the roie played by non-Eng-
lish speaking knini^rants m Aser-
icon radical mcvements. Michael
M. Passi observes in Finnish Im-
migrants and ths Radical Rs-
sporise to Industrial America, that
"despite the far.t thai a iaign per-
centage of membership in the So-
cialist party af America was en-
rolled in the-: part-/ ;:h> yugh its var-
ious foreign language federations,
no Mstoria'-i of >;he party has giv-
en more thari passing attention to
these immigrant socialists,''' Yet,
"it was primarily in and through
the language federations that the
Socialist party reached whatever
constituteney it had among indus-
trial workers."

The Tyornies ("Worker") So-
ciety, itself active for 70 years in
the publication of a Finnish-lan-
guage radical newspaper, has
published this book of essays as
its "contribution to the Ameri-
can Bicentennial" and has there-
by done much to fill this damag-
ing inadequacy in our under-
standing of American radical
movements.

The Finns, few in number in
America and in the world, have
been particularly influential in
American radical politics, often
to the embarrassment of both
conservative American Finns
and the Finnish Evangelical Luth-
eran Church (Suomi Synod),
which had close ties to the state
Church of Finland. The fact re-
mains that the Finnish Social-
ist Federation was the largest
foreign language federation in
the Socialist party and by 1912,
with 13,000 members, made up
almost 12 percent of the Social-
ist party membership. When it
split with the SP in 1921, it
brought more than 7,000 mem-
bers into the Workers Party of
America*-<-then more thati 40 per-
cent of the total membership ;of
what would be the Communist
party of America. The Daily
Worker was founded with a
$25,000 contribution from the
Finnish Socialist Federation.

Finnish participation in Amer-
ican radicalism was by no means
restricted to the SP and CF. The
Finns, in whom can be seen "the
radical response of peasants to
modern industrial society," were
major supporters of the IWW,
and the Tyovaen Opisto (Work
People's College, founded by a
liberal wing of Finnish-American
Lutheranism and very soon of-
ficially Marxist, becoming an
official school of the IWW in
1920). The most energetic and
influential of the teachers at the
college, Leo Laukki, was arrest-
ed in 1917 along with Elizabeth
Gurley Flynn and the Chicago
166.

Finnish radicalism was in pari

The Finns, few in number in America, have had a profound effect on American radical politics. The Finnish Socialist Federation
was the largest foreign language federation in the Socialist party, and when it split with the Socialist party in 1921 it brought more than
7,000 members into the Workers party, 40 percent of its membership. Above, Finnish socialists sing the Internationale.

imported and in part American-
grown. Early Finnish radicals like
A.F. Tanner, who preached Dar-
winism and socialism in the east-
ern U.S., were formally educat-
ed people who were in exile from
Czarist-controlled Finland. One
of the exiles, Matti Kurikka,
former editor of a major social-
ist newspaper in Helsinki, found-
ed a Utopian colony on Malcolm
Island in British Columbia, based
on principles that included social-
ism, theosophy, and free love.

A few of these early socialists
tried to merge Christianity with
socialism, with little success.
Characteristic was Wainio Paan-
anen, who published a play in
1903 arguing that Jesus should
be seen as an advocate of "free-
dom, fraternity, and equality."
A year later Paananen organized
a socialist group in Aberdeen,
Wash. As A. William Hoglund
observes, ' 'Because of -the defec-
tion of religious liberals like
Paananen from its ranks to the
class-conscious socialists, the so-
cial gospel never blossomed into
any major movement for Christ-
ian socialism."

But neither liberal interpreta-
tions of Finnish Christianity nor
Helsinki-educated socialist agi-
tators were necessary to make
Finns into socialists. The hard
conditions in the mines of Minne-
sota and northern Michigan did
that. Michael Kami cites this tes-
timony from one of the Finns
who came to work in the Mesabi
range:

"I was small when I came
along with thousands to the land
of the free at the turn of the cen-
tury, my mother holding me up
to see the statue of liberty! We
rode the train with others going
to the North Country, and I
iooked out the window and saw

what I would never forget—the
red Mesabi! Everything was red
—the roads, the water in the
ditch, the miners' clothes, the big
open pit, the sidewalks, the skin
of the people. The red ore seemed
to penetrate, to drive into every-
thing. I came to know it stood for
U.S. Steel that claimed our lives,
our thoughts and our allegiance.

"Father worked in the red mine,
my mother would cry when she
tried to wash off the red dirt from
my father's clothes and body.
The neighbors around us spoke
a strange language. My mother
would wash the clothes and cry
for Finland."

The Finns lived in tar-paper
shacks, log huts or shabby com-
pany housing and went to ill-paid
dangerous jobs.

"My first days were a foretaste
of hell. After making several trips
.from the diggings to the shaft,
pushing .a heavy tramcar, I was
wretchedly^ired^My thirst was
unquenchable; sweat flowed in
rivulets from my pores. My legs
threatened to give way, and my
body became limp... My partner
saw that I was exhausted. But in-
stead of slowing his pace, he
speeded it; apparently he want-
ed to show me what America was
really like.... When lunch time
came...my food did not go down;
my eyes saw dizzily; my ears rang;
my heart pounded violently. Af-
ter the shift was over, my partner
showed me his gnarled rust-eaten
hands. 'When your paws are like
these, you'll be able to stand the
grind.'"

Advancement was possible on-
ly for the American-born. Strikes
were suppressed by violence that
included the outright murder of
numbers of strikers. The Finns
faced ethnic prejudice of the
crudest sort. In one notorious

case an attempt was made to keep
Finns from receiving citizenship
papers because District Attorney
John C. Sweet of St. Paul argued
that "a Finn...is a Mongolian
and not a 'white person.'" In
the 1920s, only 36 percent of
white protestants were willing to
live next door to a Finn, only 16
percent "would allow a Finn to
marry a close relative.''

The Finns certainly suffered
for their radicalism. Union activ-
ity of any sort risked mutilation
or death. Strikers were black-list-
ed by the mine owners, and com-
pany representatives warned the
U.S. Immigration Commission
against Finns:

"All the races employed on the
VermiUioh Range are; good
laborers except [the Finns], Their
people are good laborers but
.trouble breeders. We refuse work
to every one who applies wear-
ing the jred button of the;socJal--
ist organizations.. .and It & my
desire to weed out this element
and see the movement suppressed.
...The Finns are good workers
when they want to work, but are
not to be depended on.... The
younger set, and especially those
who have received a little educa-
tion, are troublesome and agita-
tors of the worst type."

"Church-Finns" and those
who were rapidly assimilated into
American commerce and indus-
try had to spend their lives deny-
ing Finnish radicalism, or at
least, as I can confirm from my
own upbringing in a Finnish im-
migrant community, refusing to
talk about it.

Finnish support for women's
rights was early and consistent.
Hilja J. Karvonen attributes this
support to the Finns' having been
beneficiaries of the same Scanda-
navian ferment that produced the

plays of Ibsen. She offers an im-
portant study of Selma Jokeia
McCone, Maija Nurmi, and Hel-
mi Mattson, all active on the To-
veritar ("Woman Comrade")
magazine. Support from male so-
cialists was enlightened, far
ahead of the times, and the men
questioned only whether wom-
en's rights should be approached
separately or as part of a total so-
cialist vision of the new America.

I want to praise the authors of
the individual articles, Passi (Un-
iversity of Washington), Hoglund
(University of Connecticut), Kar-
ni (University of Minnesota), Ol-
lila (Augsburg College), Puotinen
(Suomi College), Hummast <Tex-
as Tech), Karvonen (Mankato
State), and Kpstiainen (Univer-
sity of Turku) for their painstak-
ing and accurate research, parti-
cularly in Finnish-language news-
papers which are hard to locate
and, for ino^ second-;or third-
generation Fiansvhard tQ read.

They have written a book that
no historian of American radical
movements will be able to ignore.

One must end with praise for
these Finnish radicals, who—in a
new country, cut off by their lan-
guage—resisted the mine owners,
the local "American" business-
men, the American Legion, and
the occasional opportunities for
easy integration into American
life in order to voice their demand
for a better America for all. Kun-
iaa kaatuneille sankareitte (a Fin-
nish equivalent of "give flowers
to the rebels failed"—literally,
"honor to the fallen heroes.").

—Victor N. Paananen
The Tyomies Society is at 601
Tower Ave. Superior, Wl45880.
Victor N. Paananen is Associate
Professor of English and Assis-
tant Dean of the Graduate School
at Michigan State University.
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