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NIGHT FLIGHY
Yvonne Eliman
(RSO)

Yvonne Elfiman, who 2it with
the old Ceriz Thomazas smasa
“‘Hellc, Stranger® iast year, has
found her owr voice on this, k2
third solo album. 8he’s spiit from
Eric Claptorn, 2as a big hit in the
Hee Gees™ * :
from the Sgfur
sound irack, anc cn Nighi Fiight
she preves sne’s get stayin
power.

Her cwn *“Up 1o the Man in
You,”’ is & sersual rocker, mix-
ing the feeling of Stevie Wonder
and Little Feat with the ¢ cappella
voicings she’s 56 fond cf, helped
by a great rhyihm section {inciuG-
ing Jim Keltner, Scoit Edwards
and Paulinhc Da Costz) and
backup the likes cf Kiki Dee.

There’s a lot of name-drop-
ping on the aibum, wita musi-
cians from all waiks of music
helping out. Bui Elliman is strong
on her own primarily as an inter-
preter. Her version of the old,
magical Jayneties’ hit, “‘Sally
Go Round the Roses,”’ is iong-
er, more overtly sexy and sadder
than the original; and she turns
Danny Kortchman's *“‘In a Stran-
ger’s Arms” into the risky, pas-
sionate plea its lyrics imply.

Her voice has much scope, few
gimmicks. It doesn’t trill like
Dolly Parton’s, docsr’t have the
brassy, sassy snarl of Linda Ron-
stadt’s. Flliman is a quintessen-
tial pop singer who pulls in many
kinds of material, gives them her
own stamp and delivers them
with conviction.

The production by Robert Ap-

pere is razor-sharp; the musician-

ship is low-key and to the point;
the material, ranging from good
tc excellent, is varied. The album
sounds better with every listen-
ing.

Pop with power and drive; but
there’s no feeling of her domi-
neerirg her material, a lo Midier.
She speaks out, sings clearly and
lets her album stand on its own.

- LCarlo Welff
Carle Wolff is the editor of
theVermont Vanguard.

HAVE MOICY?

Michael Hurley

The Holy Modal Rounders

Jeffrey Fredricks and the Clam-
tones

{Rounder Records)

LONG FQOURNEY
Michael Hurley
{Rounder Records)

SPIDERS IN THE MOON-

LIGHT
Jeffrey Fredricks and the Clam-

tones
{Rounder Records)

Have Moicy! is an excellent in-
troduction to a wild and wacky
bunch of New England-based
musicians and songwriters who
have used = strong background
in American traditional music as
the basis for some highly originai
creations of their cwn. Michael
Hurley and nis pals live in Ver-
mont, Peter Stampfel and the Un-
holy Modal Rounders are from
New York City, and Jeffrey Fred-
ricks and the Ciamtones current-
ly work out of Portiand, Ore.
Some of (nese guys have been
playing and recording together

for ten years or more, and these
joint sessions have the warm at-
mosphere of a reunion of old
friends. The music is mainly
acoustic, and features some fine
fiddling by Stampfel, Hurley,
and especially Robin Remaily of
the Clamtones.

But the finest thing about Have
Moicy! is the songs themselves:
121 great original tunes and one
slightly re-written oldie, ““Mid-
night in Paris,”* which opens up
the album and sets the mood.
Featuring the Unholies, ‘“Mid-
night’’ begins sedately enough
with a tinkling neopolitan man-
dolin obligato, then takes off like
a raped ape with some rowdy
verses:

You wear my beret and I'll use
your bidet, cheri,

I'll be clean, you'll be free,

Oh how happy we’ll be, tou-
Jjours 'amour...

A strong current of humor
flows through most of these
songs, sometimes explicit in the
lyrics, sometimes implied by the
juxtaposition of subject and style
that results in light-hearted par-
ody. For example, you get a great
fiddle tune cast as a piece of barn-
yard disco in **Country Bump”’
by Stampfel:

Come and do the Country
Bump, it’s fun and fancy free,

Funky as a monkey and as
natural as a tree,

Kinda like the clog, kinda like
the bop, '

When you do the Country Bump

you never wanna stop,
Do it in the bar, do it in the road,
Do it any time you wanna drop
your heavy load...

Peter Stampfel cut his first rec-
ord some 13 years ago with Steve
Weber as the Holy Modal Round-
ers, a classic collection of old-
timey fiddling tunes still in print
today. A truly unique singer,
Stampfel performs with manic
exuberance, whether he is beseech-
ing a country girl to go walking in
the woods at night (*‘Grizelda’’)
or describing the wonders of a
marathon bacchanal (‘‘Hoodoo
Bash’’).

Michael Hurley is a backwoods
surrealist, a hard-drinking, ro-
mantic, a gruff and unpolished
nerformer and a great songwriter.,
His creations often start with a
iurch, proceed through a bewild-
ering variety of rhythms and antic
musical structures, to come un-
-avelled at the end like an oid
sweater. But like an old sweater,
once you get used to it, nothing

is more comfortable. Have Moicy!
has only four Hurley songs and
doesn’t begin to cover all his
moods and styles, but does in-
clude ““The Slurf Song,’’ a wond-
erful bit of whimsy featuring all
three fiddlers and a highly gas-
tronomical view of life:

We fill up our guts and we turn

it into shit,

then we get rid of it...
Hurley saved his best for a solo
album, later released as Long
Journey, a great collection from
one of America’s finest (and
most reclusive) songwriters.

Jeff Fredricks hails from Ver-
mont, where he hung out with
Hurley, and the off-the-wall imag-
ery of his songs owes much to the
influence of his older friend. Titles
like ‘“The Red Newt’’ and “What
Made My Hamburger Disappear”’
testify to his fondness for off-beat
subject matter. Fredricks has a
fine, resonant voice reminiscent
of Johnny Cash, and, like Cash,
uses a hint of country-boy inno-
cence in his delivery to accentu-
ate the good-humored parody of
his lyrics.

In “Weep, Weep, Weep,”” a
slow, almost rhythm-and-bluesy
number, the words are delivered
with the utmost seriousness.

1 pasted your picture on the bot-
toms of my glass,
1 stood there and drank till I fell
on my ass,
Weep weep weep, sob sob and
beat the dog...
At other times Fredricks clowns
on the vocals, singing falsetto,
kazoo-style “‘trumpet solos,” or
delivering tongue-in-cheek mono-
logues.

Fredricks and the Clams have
subsequently released an album
entitled Spiders in the Moonlight
featuring a full-tilt electric sound
(dubbed “‘folk-drunk boogie’’ by
a Portland writer) and such titles
as “‘I Played My Guitar on the
Toilet Too Long,” *‘Singing to
the Dentist,”” and a crucifixion
song called ““All Your Sins Are
Forgiven, Now Let Me Down!{”’

Long Journey and Spiders are
records all country fiddling fans
will enjoy. But Have Moicy!
stands as a remarkable achieve-
ment of mellow collaboration in
a field where egomania and re-
cording contracts generally pre-
clude such a relaxed and free-
wheeling meeting of first-rate
talents. —Joseph Stevenson
Joseph Stevenson is a member of
a country fiddling group called
The Famous Potatoes.
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In future issues of In These Times:

» Decommissioning nukes. What do
you do with a dead nuclear power
plant?

e Rip off. How the energy companies
are using excess profits to diversify
rather than to develop new re-
sources.

* Biomass. Creating energy from al-
gae, corn, waste and garbage.

All this and more -

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
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Left to right: Beatrice Arthur as Maude; Bob N
Right below: Norman Lear.

ewhart as himself; Sally Struthers as Gloria; Robert Reiner as Michael. |

TELEVISION

Look who’s turning up missing |

By now you’ve probably heard
the news: producer Norman Lear
“the conscience of television,”’ is
quitting TV for the silver screen.

. He’s entitled. But look what’s

happening at the same time.
Two of the four All in the Fam-
ily stars are leaving the nest. San-
ford and Son have left the air,
Maude is on her way out and The
Jejfersons are barely hanging in
there. Mary Hartman, Mary
Hartman has lost its leading lady,

. been retitled and (at least in L.A.)

shuffled off to the purgatorial
hour of midnight. Good Times
aren’t so good any more.

And these are just Norman
Lear shows. Others of the more
adult sitcoms—like The Mary Ty-
ler Moore Show and Bob New-
hart—have already left or are on
their way out.

- While draft cards and bras
were burning in the ’60s, the

. height of TV comedy was The

Lucy Show and The Beverly Hill-

billies. Then came the *70s and,
better late than never, TV discov-
ered the ‘‘social problem.”” Rele-
vance was in, and some of the
shows that dealt most effectively
with controversial issues were sit-
coms.

But no more. Widening the
wasteland today are the likes of
Love Boat, Happy Days and
Three’s Company, to name three
of the season’s biggest hits. Lear
et al. are leaving us just when we
need them most, and the social
sitcom is lost in a deluge of dumb
jokes and dippy characters.

Relevance is out and inanity
isin.

Perhaps TV has finally caught
up with and matched its times af-
ter all. Tom Wolfe has called this
‘‘the Me Decade.” Reflected on
TV, the emphasis on self becomes
an emphasis on easy entertain-
ment without the slightest edge to
provoke thought. Easy-viewing
to match the easy-listening of

our most popular records.
That’s this season. Wait till
you see what’s coming up next.
The networks have been under
strong public pressure to put one
of their staples in the deep freeze.
Violence is out. But no problem.
Executives who follow the Niel-
son ratings like Moses obeying
the burning bush have looked at
the success of Three’s Company,
Soap and especially Charlie’s An-
gels (which could be classified as
a comedy). If one show is a hit,
can more of the same be anything
less? _
- So sex is in—the type of show
privately referred to in Holly-
wood as ‘“tits and ass’’ programs.
(Or, by those more careful of their
language, as the “‘jiggles
school.’’) Next season you can
expect a host of series with titles
like The Cheerleaders and Roller
Girls. Buxom, no-talent starlets
haven’t had such opportunities
since Love That Bob.

Maybe that’s why Lear is leav-
ing TV. ‘
The makers of adult sitcoms

- fought hard to deal frankly with

sexual matters, from Maude’s
abortion to Edith Bunker’s les-
bian cousin, only to be bested in
the ratings game by snickering

bedroom jokes and sexy young
women. It was a good fight, but
when they brought sex on TV in-
to the 20th century, ‘‘tits and

Y

ass”’ wasn’t what they had im
mind. —Pamela Feinsilber-—
Pamela Feinsilber is a frée-lance
writer in Los Angeles.

CLASSIFIED

FOR RENT—4th floor of IN THESE
TIMES office building. Ideal for
studio or offices. 7 rooms. $200
inciudes utilities. 1509 N. Milwau-
kee Ave. Chicago. Call (312)489-
4444, 9 am-5 pm.

JOB OPENING: Connecticut Citi-
zen Action Group is looking for
experienced lead organizer to
supervise organizing component
of effective mass-based state-
wide citizen action organization.
CCAG, with 8,500 subscription
members, has been in existence
since 1971 and has a long history
of success on consumer, utility
and environmental issues. Send
resumes to: Marc Caplan, CCAG,
Box G, Hartford, CT 06106.

New York Readers—
VIEWPOINT FORUM PRESENTS
Symposium: “The Chailenge of a
Socialist Presence in the Labor
Movement”

Labor specialists Professors
Dennis Brunn, Wells Keddie,

Fri., Aprit 7,8 pm .
District 1199, 310 W. 43, NYC

= -

iNCHICAGO

The Midwest's largest selection of
Marxist and leftwing books and
periodicals. Many fitles in Spanish &
German. 20% discount on ali new
books. Mail inquiries are welcome.

Tel. (312) 525-3667
1t07:30 pm., 6 days

Guild
Bookstore

1118 W. Armitage
Chicago, lil. 60614

Harry Kelber. Moderator A.B. Magil. |

ALTERNATIVE publisher seeks
book manuscripts on social change,
environment, community, sexual
politics, etc. Query first: Times
Change Press, Albion-M4, CA
95410.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR WANTED
for alternative community radio
station serving Dayton, Ohio, area.
Responsible for cultural program-
ming and volunteer community
programmers. Must have broad
cultural and political knowledge
and experience in community
broadcasting or similar situation.
$7,000, paid vacation and health
insurance. To apply, and for addi-
tional information, contact Mark
Mericle, Manager, WYSO-FM, Yel-
low Springs, OH 45387 (513-864-
2022). Deadline is April 24.

SOUTHEAST ASIA:AND THE HU-
- MAN RIGHTS ISSUE: Carter's Use
of the issue, Indonesia’s Garrison
Showcase, Kampuchea and the
World Press, Martial Law and Un-
derdevelopment in the Philip-
pines, Vietnam’s Political Recon-

- struction, Split in the American

Peace Movement, Thailand’s
‘“Catch-21": Southeast Asia
Chronicle, $1.00, Dept. F, P.O.
Box 4000-D, Berkeley, CA 94704.
Free catalogue of materials on
Southeast Asia available.

WANTED: Managing Editor for
the ROCHESTER PATRIOT, a
semi-monthly newspaper cover-
ing local investigative reporting,
consumer news, and non-rhetori-
cal coverage of progressive and
community issues. Duties: Most-
ly investigative reporting, some
editing, layout, working with vol-
unteers. Subsistence pay, health
_benefits. Send resume, writing
samples, to 215 Alexander St.,
Rochester, NY 14607.

"TYPESETTING: IN THESE TIMES

is now setting jobs at very reason-
able rates. IN THESE TIMES type-
faces and other on hand. Will set
large or small jobs. For stylesheet
or estimate contact: In These
Times, 1509 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, 489-4444.

SOUTHERN AFRICA: INTERNA-
TI ONAL DEFENSE AND AID FUND
FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA has
-books and info., e.g.: Women Un-
der Apartheid, Soweto, Zimbab-
we: The Facts, Poets to the Peo-
ple. Also FOCUS, journal on poli-
tical repression. Write Box 17,
Cambridge, MA 02138.

CHILE: FROM DICTATORSHIP
TO SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY. An
address by Anselmo Sule, Presi-
dent of the Chilean Radical Party,
formerly a leader of Salvador Al-
lende’s Popular Unity govern-
ment. Friday, April 14,8 p.m., 2 W.
64th St., NYC. Sponsored by Dem-
ocratic Socialist Organizing Com-
mittee. Free.

SPECIAL OFFER TO READERS
OF IN THESE TIMES: James
Weinstein's “The Corporate Ideal
in the Liberal State 1900-1918,”
regular price $4.95, now $2.50 with
subscription renewal. Send ITT
mailing label and $20 to IN THESE
TIMES, 1509 N. Milwaukee Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60622. Book alone,
$4.95.

EMMAS HEALTH CENTER, 1628A
W. Belmont, Chicago, is now offer-
ing services in self-help clinics,
pregnancy testing, abortion and
birth control counseling and more -
by feminist paramedics on Monday
evenings 7-10 and Saturday morn-
ings 10:30-12:30. Call 528-4310 or
493-5364.

ABSOLUTELY FREE—IN THESE
TIMES report to friends and sub-
scribers—a prospectus. Write ITT, -
1509 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago,
1L 60622.

WOMEN AND THEIR BODIES
CLASS—Three sessions: April 17,
Physiology; April 24, Sexuality; May
1, Self-Help. Emma Goldman Wom-
en's Center, 1628A West Belmont,
Chicago. Donation requested. Call
493-5364 to register.

IN THESE TIMES DISTRIBUTORS
NEEDED FOR THE FOLLOWING
CITIES: Boston, Detroit, Milwau-
kee, San Diego, Phoenix, Omaha,
Little Rock, Houston, Dallas, San
Antonio, Birmingham, Nashville,
Miami, Memphis, Jacksonville,
Tampa, Newark, Trenton, Hart-
ford, New Haven, Providence, Co-
lumbus, Akron, Grand Rapids,
Washington, New Orleans, St.
Louis, Sacramento, Tacoma, Olym-
pia, San Jose, Salt Lake City,

. Tempe, Santa Fe, Davenport, Kan-

sas City, Lawrence Ka., Louisville,
and maybe your city. You should
have spare time, a vehicle avail-
able and a commitment to making
IN THESE TIMES a success in
your city. Contact Nick Rabkin,
ITT, 1509 N. Milwaukee, Chicago,
IL 60622.

IMPACT TAPE SERVICES is an al-
termnative media service that offers
a variety of interviews, documen-
taries and speeches. Tape pro-
grams include Ralph Nader, Mal-
colm X, busing, nuclear energy,
food co-ops, women's rights; civil
rights, American Indian movement.
Complete catalog listing available.
Excellent for schools, libraries and
community organizing. Impact
Tapes, P.O. Box 2278, Inglewood,
CA 90305.

PERSONALS

CORRESPONDENCE WANTED—
I am a prisoner at the James River
Correctional Center, State Farm,
Va. Arthur Shelton 106334, JRCC
Infirmary, State Farm, VA 23160.

WOMAN BORN SEPT. 10 or there-
about, in her thirties, sought by
male born March 10, 39, scientist,
writer, producer, for the real thing:
true fove, marriage. Please write,
enclosing picture. J. Friendly, 203
West 107, NYC 10025.

| AM PLANNING to write some -
political reminiscences about The
Sheiter Half Coffee House. | hope
that some of the Gls who passed
through there in 1969-1971 will get
in touch. Trust me, | won't treat
you like Loose Change. Write to
Barbara Garson at In These Times.

OUR EYES MET outside the Film
Forum (the Chile film). | was
wearing yellow boots and an or-
ange poncho. You were selling IN
THESE TIMES. It was just a glance
and a smile (| was with someone
else.) But if it meant something to
you too, write to Stephanie, Box 6,
In These Times.

VICKIE DEAR, thanks for the sub-
scription. Daddy and | have been
reading your newspaper and are
quite impressed by its serious-
ness. Daddy thinks it might be
nice for you to bring your good
friend Jenny home with you this
summer. We can change too—but
slowly. Please don't be afraid to
get in touch.—Mother.

0.K. ROBIN, you’re right. The
Democratic party is a cop out and
a trap. But our relationship isn’t.
Please come back—Noel.
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