Michelle Morgan and Claude Lelouch

No rats in this

crossword puzzle

CAT AND MOUSE

Writicn, directed and preduced
by Claude Lelouch

With Michele Morgan and Serge}
Reggiani

Released by Quarict Films

Here is a French detective film
that is mildly suspenseful, mar-
velous to Iook at, iold in a style
that is original enough tc keep
you thinking you’re thinking,
And it all comes oui neat as a
crossword puzzle when you've
peeked at the answer,

What makes it better than a '
way to spend two pieasant hows |

is its good-humoredly ironic view
of the moral milicus in which the
siory unfelds. It is, and was in-
tended to be, a reiief from the
cinema's incessant infatuation
with policeman.

Iechat has a good job with the
Paris detective bureau because he
makes & Iot of arresis, not be-
cause he is above dipping into
the lost when there is a chance.
He gets fired because he is about
to make an arrest his superiors
find ‘“‘embarrassing.”’

Homage to Band’s memory

THE LASY WALTZ

Directed by Martin Scorcese
Produced by Robbie Roberison
Starring the Band

United Artisis

I liked The Last Waliz, Hut
probably for the wrong reasomns.

The film, which has been calied
2 “‘rockumentary,’’ is the recor¢
of the last performasice by a musi-
cal group (the Band) that decides
to pack it in after 16 years of e
road. They are tircd, There are
intercut interviews with band
members, ail of them worn cut
and willing to admit it. Robbie
Robertson talks in terins of death,
ticking off the niames of perform-
ers who have died as a result of
road touring.

This sort of thing is Scorsese’s

Not really a
documentary,
the filmis a
series of
moments.

The man who replaces him on
the case of the mysterious (?) sui-
cide or murder of millionaire
Richard Morgan (Jean-Pierre Au-
mont) is advised to look for a
““left-wing terrorist’’ suspect. And
in no time at all, one falls into po-
lice hands, complete with damn-
ing circumstantial evidence.

The ‘“left-wing terrorist’’ (who
is neither of these things) is con-
victed and jailed. The Powers and
the public are satisfied. But Le-
chat is bored. He decides to write

meat. Self-destruction and the
awareness of it have been key
concerns in many of his films
(Mean Streets, New York, New
York). The Band offered him in-
gredients for a further explora-
tion of the area.

It also offered technical prob-
lems. There are only so many
ways you can cut from a close-up
of hands on an instrument to
sweating faces in deep concen-
tration. At times Scorcese is so
desperate that he stages songs in-
stead of ‘‘documenting’’ the ac-
tual performance.

The film is really not a docu-
mentary anyway. It is a series of
moments, some contrived, some
captured live. Many of the guest
stars seem uncomfortable. Paul
Butterfield never gets around to
meshing with the group. Eric
Clapton is too laid back, Muddy
Waters too quiet. Ronnie Haw-
kins and Doctor John try to get
into the background flow of the
Band and you wonder why they
are there at all. :

Van Morrison shows some fire,
as do Neil Young and Joni Mit-
chell. But there isn’t enough time

a fictional book on the case. In
the process, he solves it. His so-
lution is personal and private and
does not rock the barge on which
French justice rests.

There are, as director Claude
Lelouch claims in his publicity,
no ‘‘real rats.”” The closest thing
to a heavy is the unidentified bur-
eaucrat who takes Lechat off the
case. But no one has a solid gold
set of ethics, neither Detective
Lechat nor his assistant nor the
~ngrieving widow (Michele Mor-

-y

gan) nor the sultry siren who was
the cause of it all (Valerie La-
grange).

But everyone is agreeable and
amusing, including Lechat’s un-
trainable police dog. The acting
of a superb cast adds dimension
to what was already a well-writ-
ten script.

Claude Lelouch (4 Man and a
Woman, And Now My Love)
wrote, directed and produced.
And makes it look easy.

—Janet Stevenson

for any of them to create an ex-

plosive moment. Even Bob Dyl-
an’s performance is defused.

The music is most intense when
the Band plays alone. {They are
too polite when the guests are
on.) But their final public ap- §i
pearance was more a party of re-
membrance than a performance
of passion. This may be the key.
Scorcese is stressing the elegiac,
the idea of memory, the past. The
Last Waltz is homage to some-
thing that is over and done with.

Scorcese has more to say about
the exhaustion of creation, the
hard work demanded of musi-
cians who are, after all, people—
fragile and susceptible to the pres-
sures of their trade—than about
the glory of stardom and the
wonderful world of rock’n’roll.

The Band was smart enough,
or tired enough to realize what a
toll their work had taken. Scor-
cese was perceptive enough to
present that as the central idea.
That is the success of The Last
Waltz.

—Joe Heumann
Joe Heumann reviews movies
regularly for In These Times.
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DONALD SHAFFER
ASSOCIATES, INC.

ALL FORMS OF INSURANCE

Specialists in Pension &
Employee Benefit Planning

11 GRACE AVENUE
Great Neck, N.Y. 11021
212-895-7005
516-466-4642

“‘I have come to depend on IN
THESE TIMES for its coverage of
the news that affects the working
class, the disadvantaged, and
minorities and its perspective that

reflects their needs and concerns.”’

r v- John Conyers
Member of Congress
Ist Dist., Michigan

SPECIAL OFFER TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS

Eurocommunism

and the State
by Santiago Carrillo :
Regularly $4.50 plus 50¢ handling
$3.00 with a new subscription to
IN THESE TIMES

. 1 Send me IN THESE TIMES for 4 trial months. Here’s $7.75.
[1 Send me 50 bargain weeks of IN THESE TIMES. Here's $17.50

e

Name

Address U,

City, State

Zip

Back issues available tor $1.00 cach.
In These Times, 1509 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, L 60622

{7 Send IN THESE TIMES for 4 trial months. Here’s $7.75.
] Send me S0 bargain weeks of IN THESE TIMES. Here’s $17.50.

Name
Address

City, State
Zip

Back issues available for $1.00 each.
In These Times, 1509 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, 1L 60622
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DARKNESS ON THE EDGE
OF TOWN

Bruce Springsteen

(Columbia Records)

When Bruce Springsteen burst
upon the rock scene in the early
*70s, he was hailed as the Succes-
sor to Bob Dylan. In rapid suc-
cession he released three critically

Record

acclaimed albums and played
countless concerts.

Almost overnight, he became
a household word, appeared sim-
ultaneously on the covers of Time
and Newsweek, became a media
event.

But success took its toll. It has
been over two years since his last
(and best) record, Born to Run.

His new album, Darkness on the
Edge of Town is timéd to coin-
cide with a national tour. Spring-
steen is making news again.

At first glance, he looks tired.
On the cover photographs he
leans against the bare wall of an
undecorated room, looking like
a burnt-out James Dean. His skin
is pallid; his hair dissheveled, and
‘tis white T-shirt contrasts starkly
with his black leather jacket.

But appearances are often de-
ceptive. Darkness is a vibrant
and insightful record that inter-
weaves - a series of powerful
themes into a unified musical
statement: a vision of growing
up in an urban working class
family, full of energy and hope,

finally breaking away only to find
himself cruising the same streets

at night.

He is at his best capturing the
hopes and disappointments of ur-
ban life. ““The Promised Land,”
‘“Badlands,” and ‘‘Prove It All

. Night”’ are classic Springsteen

rockers: bright, vibrant, driving,
evocative lyrics delivered with
strength. (“‘Prove It All Night,”’
the album’s single, is currently
climbing the AM charts.) *“Fac-
tory’’ is an elegant ballad that de-
picts his blue collar father’s hard
work. :

Coming to terms with his past
on ‘‘Adam Raised a Cain,” a gut-
sy rock-blues tune featuring his
tight guitar solo, Springsteen
sings:

““You’re born into this life
paying,
for the sins of somebody else’s
past,
Daddy worked his whole life,
for nothing but the pain...

Perhaps the most revealing cut
on the record is ‘‘Racing in the
Street.”” In the guise of a hymn
about racing his car, Springsteen
reveals some of the frustration of
working class culture. “Summer’s
here and the time is right/For rac-
ing.in the street.” -

Summer is here, all right. And
Bruce Springsteen’s Darkness on
the Edge of Town is like steamy
city summer nights: tough, gritty

and stripped of all pretense. It is
perhaps the record of the summer
of 1978.  —Michael S. Kimmel
Michael S. Kimmel is a free-lance
music critic in Berkeley.

LIFE DANCEOF IS
Oliver Lake
{Arista/Novus Records)

Novus means new, and Life

Dance of Is, the latest album by

alto saxophonist Oliver Lake, is

among the first releases on this -

just-initiated subsidiary of Aris-
ta records. .

It has been difficult for exper-
imental musicians to get regular
club dates or recording sessions.
So, with the help of organizations
like 'St. Louis’ Black Artists’
Group (of which Lake was a
founder), Chicago’s Association
of Creative Music (started in part
by Arista/Novus artists Richard
"Muhal Abrams and Anthony
Braxton) and New York’s Collec-
tive of Black Artists, they’ve pro-
duced their own concerts and re-
corded for small (often musician-
run) labels, Novus aims to make
them available to a larger aud-
ience.

" Oliver Lake, like Braxton and
Roscoe Mitchell of Chicago’s

Art Ensemble, explores spaces of .

pause, hesitation and disconnec-
tion. His sax breaks short and in-
tense, bursts up and down the

-scale, skipping notes, leaving the

ear or mind to fill the missing

spaces. The piano intervenes like
a crosswise color line, Lake re-"™
turns, reaching out with the sax.

Moving against and through con-

straint, the music is a desire for

something different. The direc-

tions pursued meld intellect and

body heat intensity.

Disjunctive as Lake can be, he
also carries that rooted, earth
based sensuality which has al-
ways defined the best of blues,
rock and soul. He once played
behind people like Rufus Thomas
and Solomon Burke. His swing
connotes honkey tonk R&B with
hard, tangibly erotic strength.

On Change One he uses an Af-
rican rhythm base, and the har-
monica of guitarist Michael Greg-
ory Jackson sounds like Sonny
Boy Williamson fused with a sax,
halfway between pre-disco Stan-
ley Turrentine and an Arabic calil.

The strains weave throughout,
and just as you're drained into ex-
haustion or jarred into lapsed at-
tention, the back beat resumes,
areminder of always-held strength
—a base from which flight and
exploration can move.

There’s a lot of polite jazz these
days. Despite the abundance of
synthesized space sounds, most
is as genuinely funky as the dis-
creet tap of a foot. Exponents
like George Benson once played
a much tougher sound that earned
them little survival money. Their
creation is now safe, linear, and,
as the radio puts it, ‘“‘movin’ easy
music,”” complete with hummable
melodies and well wrapped up
loose ends.

Lake’s music re« sts this trend,
as does that of h.s compatriots
from the cooperative associa-
tions. - In his check-backs and
breaks there is no safe and set-
tled ground, only aspiratien, rest-
less hope and a demand for room
to move. One has to work to ex- -.

perience the album’s full import. ™

It reflects with richness on a com-
plicated world and its depth makes
it worth all necessary effort.
—Paul Loeb
Paul Loeb is a free-lance writerin
New York City. :

CLASSIFIED

WHAT'S REALLY HAPPENING IN
KAMPUCHEA? Read eyewitness re-
ports in THE CALL, the only U.S.
newspaper that has been there since
liberation. $12/yr. $2/ten wks. The
Call, P.O. Box 5597, Chicago, L
60680.

FAR EAST CORRESPONDENTS in-
terested in cultural exchange, lan-
guage practice, friendship, marriage.
Asian Exchange, Box 62T, Stehekin,
WA 98852.

THE PHILIPPINE RESISTANCE— '

Vivid analysis of urban and rural re-
sistance;.how the United Front ach-
ieves its unity; the first publication

of the National Democratic Front's -

Ten Point Program. $1-Southeast
Asia Chronicle, Dept. F, P.O. Box
4000-D, Berkeley, CA 94704. Sub-
scription $8/year. Free catalogue.

MANNING MARABLE, ITT column-
ist and Chair of Tuskeegee’s Politi-
cal Science Dept., will speak on
“Black Nationalism Today,” Mon-
day, July 24th, 8 p.m., 3244 N. Clark,
Chicago. Sponsored by NAM’s Se-
cond City Socialist School.

R
IN CHICAGO

The Midwest’s largest selection of
Marxist and leftwing books and per-
iodicals. Many titles in Spanish &
German. 20% discount on all new
books. Mail inquiries are welcome.
Tel. (312) 525-3667 *
11to 7:30 p.m., 6 days

Guild

Bookstore
1118 W. Armitage
Chicago, lll. 60614

Read AREITO for the only first-hand
coverage of the ANTONIO MACEO
BRIGADE'’S trip to Cuba. Family re-
unions, a conversation with Fidel,
general impressions of Cuba by
progressive Cubans who visited their
homeland after nearly 20 years in the
U.S. and Puerto Rico. Send $1 to
AREITO, Box 1124, Peter Stuyves-
ant Station, New York, NY 10009.

JULY/AUGUST JEWISH CURRENTS,
2 editorials: “Begin—Make Peace
or Make Room!” and “The Soviet
Jewish Situation;” “Israel’s Missed
Opportunities” by Maj.-Gen. (Ret.)
Mattityahu Peled. “Martin Buber's
Social Vision"” by Louis Harap, “Re-
ply to Rabbi Goldburg” by Eisie Levi-
tan. Poems, Reviews. Single Copy
60¢. Subscription $7.50 yearly USA.
Jewish Currents, Dept. T, 22 East
17 St., NYC 10003. New pamphlet
by Schappes “lrving Howe’s ‘The
World of Our Fathers’ A Critical An-
alysis.” Send 60¢. Special—just
published—A TEN YEAR HARVEST,
Third Jewish Currents Reader, 1966-
1976, 300 pp. paperback, $3.75.

National radio production seminar,
ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE: ALTER-
NATIVES IN RADIO JOURNALISM
AND CREATIVE CULTURE Aug. 4-7,
WYSO, Antioch College, Yellow
Springs, OH, will examine program-
ming as related to minorities, wom-
en and the labor movement, explor-
ing the role of community-oriented
radio in social change. Through pre-
sentations and workshops, news,
public affairs and cuitural producers
will offer background content in-
formation and specific skills train-
ing. Tuition, $100. Limited scholar-
ships available. For registration and
information: Sherry Novick 513/767-
1722.

SOCIALISTS IN THE DEMOCRATIC
Party? Seattle ITT Associates pre-
sents Clara Fraser (Radical Women),
Rick Hull (Exec. Committee, 32nd
District Demo. Party), George Thorn-
ton (New American Movement),
Thursday, July 27, 7:30 pm at Am-
erican Friends Service Center, 814
N.E. 40th St. Childcare provided.

" >IN CHICAGO=

FAREWELL DINNER
for '
SISTER GABRIEL
HERBERS

August 4, 1978
Como Inn

.For reservations:
call 663-1664

NOTICE is hereby given, pursuant
to “An Act in relation to the use of
an assumed name in the conduct
or transaction of business in this
State,” as amended, that a certifi-
cate was filed by the undersigned
with the County Cierk of Cook Coun-
ty, file No. K61526 on the 6th of July
1978 under the assumed name_of
Post-Dates with place of business
located at P.O. Box 48563, Niles,
Illinois 60648. The true name and
residence address of owner is P.
Rice, 922 W. Ainsile, Chicago, IL
60640.

HELP WANTED

WANTED sales representatives for
“Class Struggle” game—for all areas
of the country other than NYC and
DC. Good part-time job for summer
and faill. Commission of 10% whole-
sale price, or 60¢ per game. We sold
5,000 games to book, toy, game, sta-
tionery, and department stores—

mostly in NYC—in a little over a
month."And with your help we wit
sell 100,000 by the end of the year.
Write telling us who you are, what
you think you can do, how often you
can work, and what area you can
cover—to Paul Guilen, Class Strug-
gle, inc., 487 Broadway, NYC 10013.

FAMILY PRACTITIONER who would
enjoy working at a neighborhood

~clinic with small workers’ collective.
Hours: 20 to 40 a week, negotiable.
We would prefer someone with a
political as well as medical back-
ground. Apply at, or send resume
to, Chico Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter, 2226 Eim St., Chico, CA 95926,
Women and Third World are espe-
cially encouraged to apply.

AFSC, a Quaker service organization
that conducts programs with peace
education and social change direc-
tions, is seeking candidates for the
position of Executive Secretary of the
North Central Region, based in Des
Moines, lowa. The person sought
should have administrative exper-
ience, an understanding of Quaker

. principles, the ability to write clear-

_ly, and the ability to speak effective-
ly in public, through media. An abil-
ity to supervise and work together
with a variety of people on a vast
number-of issues is also vital. The
job demands an extensive amount
of travel in a region that covers eight
states in the Midwest. A complete
job’description is availabie upon re-
quest. Applications can be obtained
and should be returned to Hank Well-
nitz, interim Executive Secretary,
American Friends Service Commit-
tee, 4211 Grand Ave., Des Moines,
1A 50312, Recruitment will end Aug.
18, 1978.

THE CITIZEN/LABOR ENERGY Co-
alition, a national coalition of labor,
citizen action, and public interest
organizations, is looking for exper-
ienced people to do the following
jobs: minority and church recruit-
ment and liaison; fundraiser and re-
gional organizer. Experience in di-
rect action community organizations
and/or labor organizations prefer-
able. Salary negotiable. Send res-
ume to: Citizen/Labor Energy Coali-
tion, 600 West Fullerton, Chicago,
IL 60614.

EDUCATION

HOME STUDY COURSE IN ECON-
OMICS. A 10-lesson study that will
throw light on today’s baffling prob-
lems. Tuition free: small charge for
materials. Write to Henry George
Institute, 55 W. 42nd St., New. York,
NY 10036.

FOR SALE

GARBAGE DRUMS—55 or 30 gal-
lon—$7 each, free del. Chicago—
878-1245.

CORRESPONDENCE WANTED

Alan Williamson, 144-064, Box 45699,
- Lucasyiile, OH 45699.

Arthur Shelton, 106334, JRCC in-
firmary, State Farm, VA 23160.

John Johnson, #39826, Box 1000
Steilacoom, Washington 98388.

James Walter Sanders, 026418, P.O.
Box 747, Starke, FL 32091.

CLASSIFIED RATES:
25¢ PER WORD PREPAID

B T RREREE A,

TR R A

L P T

RO LETAI I S

A A R e e




