
Ken Fuestone IN THESE TIMES JUNE 28-JULY 4,1978 19

PERSPECTIVES
, F O - A N E W A M E R A D

Do colleges breed
revolutionaries?

iviii Wo ouldner

owm;; :~ szczrpted from Alvm
er'z cr/frcmzf.czment address at
o/;^ Ur,'.\fsr^lly of South Flor-

">?. r oticrt dass struggle today is, in
JrrrjcrtariL ^art, & civi: war in the ruling
ci?.s.s. That this :s ".3 s;r.g.Ii matter we have
; ; i ' G v y r r al Jeast since Pia'.o who observed
that '''ail political ciw.gss originate in di-
visions of the actuai governing power."

^h". university educated are scarcely the
ineffectual and impractical visionaries of
Gen veniionai caricature. They have been
a decisive force in the political turbulence
and in trie main revoiutions of the 20th
century. Why is it that privileged young
persons come to oppose, and oppose bit-
terly, the very society that privileges them?

One basic source of the alienation of
the educated is largely Economic and can
be termed "blocked ascendance." This
simply rncarjs that those whose careers
had experienced some success, who had
been on their way up, bwt who — for var-
ious reasons — find their way upward sud-
denly blocked may well become alienated
from their society,

Career blockages are not peculiar to
the intelligentsia of the Third World but
arc found also, indeed increasingly, in
the first and second world. The emerging
overproduction of educated manpower,
the growing glut, of Ph.D.s in Western
Europe and the U.S., is structurally very
similar.

As the glut of educated manpower in
the U.S. grows, there is reason to suppose
that here, too, intellectuals will exhibit a
growing alienation. Indeed, this alien-
ation may in time make the campus rebel-
lions of the '60s seem comparatively mild.
Each year t i re American labor force — if
if cannot be said to be increasingly edu-
cated—is at least increasingly "schooled."
According to the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, in 1952 the labor force had an aver-
age of 10.9 years of schooling; by 1974
this had risen to 12.5 years of schooling.
in this same period, the proportion of the
labor force that completed at least four
years of college nearly doubled, rising
from about 8 to 15 percent, Russell Flan-
ders, a division head of the BLS, main-
tains (Occupational Outlook, Spring 1977)
that the proportion of college graduates
in the labor force is still increasing and
may reach about 20 percent by 1985 — one
year after George Orwell's prophesied
"D-Day."

HELP PUT DISARMAMENT EDUCATION
ON THK ACADKMIC AGENDA:

Conference on Disarmament and
Security; The Role of North
American Higher Education, Aug-
gust 13-17, at Colgate Univer-
sity. Co-sponsors: the Insti-
tute for World Order; the Con-
sortium on Peace Research, Ed-
ucation and Development (COPRED);
Colgate University. Speakers,
panels, and acndc-mlc action
workshops on "The State of the
Arms Race", "Arms Reduction and
Disarmament", and "Alternative
Security Systems." Participants
include: :-iarion Andcrson, Helen
Caldicott, Joseph Coffay, David
Cortwright, Lloyd J, Dutnas,
'..'llliara Epstcin, Jerome Frank,
Alan Geyer, Seymour Meltnan,
Saul Mendlovitz, Herbert Scoville,
Burns H. Heston and Baverly
U'ooduarc!. For information,
'.•'rite! Disarmament Conference,
Colgate University, Hamilton,
New York 13346.

Universities have no
monopoly on critical
discourse, but they are
the most important
source of dissidents.

As a result, there has been a continuing
spillover of college graduates into jobs
they had formerly avoided, that is, into
clerical, service, and blue-collar jobs.
Moreover, there has been a precipitous
decline in the number of school teaching
jobs available to college graduates: "The
1970s witnessed a drop in the total de-
mand for elementary and secondary
school teachers. Between 1972 and 1976
an average reduction of 13,000 in new
teaching jobs occurred. The average an-
nual increase in demand for college teach-
ers declined {after 1976] to 14,000 a year
from 26,000 a year..., which had been
the average between 1967 and 1971." (Oc-
cupational Outlook, Summer 1973.)

Between 1972 and 1985, it has been es-
timated that the available supply of Ph.D.s
will be about 580,000, while job openings
for doctorates will be only about 187,000.
(Occupational Outlook, Winter 1975.)

There is good reason to suppose, then,
that the market situation will in the
foreseeable future increasingly block the
ascendance of those with advanced edu-
cations. If the growing oversupply of the
educated also increases their alienation, it
will not be the first time this has happened
in the West. It has recently occurred in
Western Europe and Japan. It happened
also during the '30s—in England, the
U.S., France, not to speak of Germany
where it sent many intellectuals into the
Nazi movement.

Indeed, it is precisely because of the
Nazi experience of the '30s that it should
not be glibly supposed that the alienation
of intellectuals necessarily means their
leftward movement. Alienation and radi-
calization are not the same. Alienation can
also be the first step toward a political
rendezvous with the extreme right.

While blocked ascendance is plainly one
important factor fostering the alienation
of many young intellectuals, it is surely
not the only factor.

The alienation of young intellectuals
can start before they experience career
blockages. But how is this possible? Upon
what does such an early alienation de-
pend?
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Will this graduating class help revive the left?

I shall mention here only one important
inducement to the early alienation of
young intellectuals, this is the "culture
of critical discourse" they bear. The cul-
ture of critical discourse is produced in
various quarters in our society but most
importantly in our educational system.

The university system has no monopoly
on the production of the culture of criti-
cal discourse; nonetheless, the university
and college system is the most important
source by which this culture has been
mass produced and indeed, there have
even been some who once regarded this
as the essence of a college education.

To put it succinctly, the culture of cri-
tical discourse insists that any assertion—
about anything by anyone—is open to
challenge and criticism, and that if chal-
lenged, no assertion can be defended by
invoking authority. It forbids a reliance
upon a speaker's position in society, or
upon his personal character, in order to
justify his claims.

In this view, then, intellectuals are es-

sentially a speech community and their
common ideology is an ideology about
discourse and how it should properly be
conducted. This ideology is alienating and
even radicalizing because it demands the
right to sit in judgment over all claims
and assertions, regardless of how high
and mighty those making them are. Un-
der the scrutiny of the culture of critical
discourse, all claims to truth are in prin-
ciple now equal; traditional authorities
are now stripped of their special right to
define social reality. The credit normally
given to the claims of those with worldly
success, to the rich and powerful, now
needs to be hidden if not withdrawn, be-
cause it comes to be defined as illicit and
unworthy.

As a distmct speech community, the
highly educated in general, and intellec-
tuals in particular, manifest distinctive
speech patterns: for example, their speech
is more analytical and abstract and less
concrete and specific; they employ more

Continued on page 20.
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references to books and use more book-
derived words and ideas. The speech of
intellectuals also involves a great insistence
on conforming to a proper pattern of
speech and of hewing to the proprieties
of discourse rather than attending to the

.reaction of others as the speech is made.
There is, therefore, less gathering up of
group support during the discourse and
less sensitivity about the danger of speech
rupturing the solidarity of the group. In-
tellectuals also commonly use bigger,
more difficult words, and longer, more
structurally convoluted and complex sen-
tences; they engage in more talk about
talk and manifest more linguistic narcis-
sism. The speech style of intellectuals,
then, is relatively more context-indepen-
dent and manifests a greater cosmopoli-
tanism.

If this enables intellectuals to commune
with others who are distant and enter in-
to solidarities with those elsewhere, it also
impairs their capacity for solidarity with
those in their own communities. Their
speech may thus be freer of the local ver-
sion of common sense, or freer to give it
offense. The culture of discourse com-
mon to intellectuals, then allows them ac-
cess to beliefs and ideas from distant
places and times which may be used to
challenge the common sense of the local
community or the claims of local notables.
The culture of critical discourse can thus
be an alienating and even radicalizing
grammar of communication; it tacitly em-
bodies a politics.

Insofar as the modern university or
college teaches or tolerates the culture of
critical discourse, it is a contradictory so-
cial institution: for while the university
rarely teaches rebellion, its culture of dis-
course may, nonetheless, enable young
people to learn it. While most schools are
designed to teach what is adaptive for the
society's master institutions, still, insofar
as they are hospitable to the culture of cri-
tical discourse they foster an ideology by
which traditional authority may be
undermined, deviance fostered, the status
quo challenged, and dissent systematical-
ly produced—even if all done unwittingly
and unintentionally.

John Dewey was correct, then, when
he said that the conservatives were right
for "if we once start thinking, no one can
guarantee where we shall come out, ex-
cept that many objects, ends and institu-
tions are doomed. Every thinker puts
some portion of an apparently stable
world in peril and no one can wholly pre-
dict what will emerge in its place."

It is not just intellectuals' blocked as-
cendance, then, that alienates them but
an interaction of forces, specifically the
interaction of these market forces with a
university cultivated culture of critical dis-
course. The alienation of young intellec-
tuals, then, rests on a combination of two
factors: The success of the educational
system and the failure of the job market.
A society that prizes education and instills
an ambition for it, a society that uses edu-
cation to foster critical thought, but then
proceeds to frustrate the ambitions of
those who worked hard to acquire that
education—such a society is careless of
its own future survival. •
Alvin W, Gouldner is the Max Weber Re-
search Professor of Social Theory, Wash-
ington University, St. Louis. He is the
author of The Coming Crisis of Western
Sociology and The New Class Project
(forthcoming, Seabury Press, New York).
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By Anita Diamant

M
E C H A N I C A L MARXIST
critics of sports delight
in painting the horrors
of a lobotomized work-
ing class, "opiated" and

prostrate before tubes alight with basket-
ball, baseball and—worst of all—football.
Paul Hoch's cranky book, Rip Off The
Big Game goes as far as charging that "a
worker who is so busy rooting for the
Yankees that he forgets that his real wages
are declining is a good bet to be so busy
rooting for the Yanks in Vietnam that he
forgets that his son might get killed there."

Statements like that succinctly demon-
strate why the wide-spread distrust of
Marxists and socialists is sometimes a
healthy response by American working
people.

But lost inside the fire-and-brimstone
critiques of sport is a valid warning. Sport
in our society is a rip-off of people's anger,
frustration and emotions.

Spectating is the favorite and most vul-
nerable subject for socialist sports criti-
cism. But the phenomenal increase in

sports participation shares some of the
negative, as well as the liberatory ele-
ments of sports watching.

Sports makes life a little more bearable
because it slows down the ruin that stand-
ing still, sitting still, repeating one or two
motions over and over, or just working 40
or 50 or more hours a week can wreak on
a body. It replaces mental and physical
numbness and decay with mental and
physical release.

Sports is an active, rather than passive
escape. Unlike television or beer, its after-
effects include better sleep and the deep
satisfaction of sore muscles.

Solitary athletic pursuits, from running
and swimming to yoga and gymnastics,
are a lot like meditation. Breath control,
rhythm and solitude can relax the stran-
glehold of a lousy day at work. It can also
erase some of the emotional pain of "pri-
vate" life as well.

Group sports discharge energy and ten-
sion in a faster and more exhausting set-
ting. The mind-set needed to execute any
play demands that everything else be put

aside, if only for a few hours. And the ex-
ertion caji put enough distance between
you and your problems to make it all seem
more manageable.

When things get bad enough again, the
gym is always there.

None of this is to say that sports are
an "opiate." But it is helpful to look at
the burden that sport carries in our society.
To many black kids, sports dangles a way
to buy themselves and their families out
of poverty. What happens to fun in that
context?

I've recently become friends with a
number of life-long sports freaks. And
when things go bad in their lives (i.e.,
making decisions, the prospect of aging,
jobs, relationships) their hours in the
gym, on the court, or the track increase
in proportion to the pain they seek to
avoid.

Sports can kill time, passion, loss, and
finally, any kind of emotional trauma. In
a society where there are few if any satis-
factory ways to resolve personal conflicts,
to make work meaningful, creative or ex-
pressive of self, sports become top heavy.

That's not an opiate. It's a way to sur-
vive. Survival skills aren't always the
most liberatory. The amenities often go
when it's a matter of fighting for a little
self-determination, a little control, a little
beauty in your life.

Criticism of sport by socialists has to
respect the needs that all the "play" ful-
fills in a society that posits a scarcity of
any kind of "winners." And socialists
must also help imagine the ways it can be
different—the ways to retrieve play from
its often-grim incarnations under capi-
talism. •

SUBSCRIBE TO THEBLACKSCHOLAR
AND GET THIS HISTORIC BOOK

analysis & synthesis
This $6.95 Book is your FREE
with your PAID Subscription.

I

This anthology
traces the
development and
dimensions of
nearly 400 years of
black American life.
Excellent selection
of essays,
speeches, poems
from the heart of
the black
experience. Carlene
Young, Ed.

Act today!

A one-year sub-
scription will bring
you ten exciting issues,
each devoted to an
important aspect of
the black experience.
Past topics have in-
cluded: The Black Wo-
man, Black Politics,
Education, Media,
The Third World,
Black History, Art
& Literature, Eco-
nomics, The Move-
ment, Pan-African -
ism, and many, many
more. Don't miss this
opportunity.

Detach here

7HEBUICKSCHOLAR
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES
P. O. Box 420 • Uxbridge, Mass. 05169

Send me my FREE copy of BLACK EXPERIENCE
and begin my subscription to THE BLACK SCHOLAR.

HI $12.06 payment enclosed G Please bill me later iNo Free Book)
D New subscriber Q Extend my subscription for 1 year

Name _

Address

City __ State. Zip.

For free book, casn must accompany order.

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


