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EMPLOYMENT

step for Humphrey-Hawkins

By Bonnie Potter

WASHINGTON

HE HUMPHREY-HAWKINS FULL
Employment bill passed the
House of Representatives on
March 16 without further di-
lution of its major employ-
ment provisions—even with the addition
of 30 amendments. But the bill will have
to fend off several crippling amendments
in the Senate—and might conceivably not
even come up on the Senate floor before
Congress adjourns in September.

As passed by the House the newest in-
carnation of Humphrey-Hawkins calls
for a general 4 percent unemployment
rate by 1983, establishes for the first time
in law the “‘right of very American to use-
ful employment,’’ and sets out procedures
for attaining these goals.

The President would have to.submit to
Congress annually numerical goals for
employment, unemployment, production,
real income and productivity, along with
the programs to achieve these targets.

The Federal Reserve would then be re-
quired to submit to Congress its annual

People have no idea what we’re

up against in this Congress, say
full employment lobbyists.

monetary policies, and explain their con-
sistency, or lack of consistency, with the
President’s program.

Finally, the House and Senate Budget
committees would review the administra-
tion and Federal Reserve programs, and
submit their own recommendations as part
of the first concurrent budget resolution.

Critics complain that this latest version
of the Humphrey-Hawkins bill,. known
as HR50, is too watered down to do any
good. They say that 4 percent is too high
an unemployment target, that the bill
details no new programs or appropria-
tions and provides too many loopholes
—-such as a provision allowing the Presi-
dent to “‘recommend modifications in the
numerical goals and timetables’® after the
first three years of enactment.

PRISONS

Economist Bob Lekachman is unnerved
by the bill’s deference to inflation as “‘a
major national problem requiring im-
proved government policies,”” while form-
er UAW -economist Nat Weinberg decries
the absence of the original bill’s more ex-
tensive, participatory planning procedures.

“‘But people have no idea what we’re
up against in this Congress,’’ says Jerry
Tucker, a UAW lobbyist.

The heavily criticized 4 percent unem-
ployment target almost became 8§
percent during the House vote.

An amendment offered by New York
Rep. Otis Pike would have changed the
way unemployment statistics are comput-
ed. The amendment would have excluded
strikers, those who had been unemployed
for less than four weeks, those who have

Alabama activist fights for his life

- MOBILE, ALA.—Just three days before he
was to g0 to the electrit chdir, a black pri-
son activist here won a 60-day stay of exe-
cution from the Alabama Supreme Court.
Lawyers for Johnny Harris, who has
changed his name to Imani, hope to use
the 60 days from the March 7 stay to chal-
lenge the conviction that made Imani lia-
ble to the death penalty and to mobilize
public support to stop his execution.

Imani was one of five black prisoners
charged with killing a guard during a Jan.
18, 1974, prison rebellion at the G.K.
Fountain Correctional Center near At-

more, Ala. The guard and a prisoner died ' j8

after an assault on the prisoner protest
by the warden and guards. Prison ac-
tivists say that the dead prisoner, Cha-
gina (George Dobbins), a leader in the
protest, was murdered by prison guards
in an ambulance en route to the Mobile
General Hospital.

Imani was convicted and sentenced to

. jobs waiting, those who were seeking part-

time work, and those who had quit their
last jobs. Pike’s theory was that those
who ‘‘are not terribly unhappy being un-
employed’’ should be excluded from un-
employment figures. His amendment
was defeated by five votes.

The bill’s stated goal of reducing infla-
tion was almost quantified as a 3 percent
target, and the lack of new spending re-
quirements was almost calcified into a
balanced budget requirement.

According to AFL-CIO lobbyist Joe
Uehline, the only damaging amendment
that did pass gave the budget committees
primacy over the Joint Economic Com-
mittee (JEC) in laying out congressional
employment goals. As reported out of
committee, the bill would have required
the JEC to report an annual concurrent
resolution detailing congressional goals
for employment and economic growth
before resolutions were submitted by the
budget committees as part of the congres-
sional budget process. But an amendment
submitted by New York Republican Bar-
ber Conable reverses that order, with the
JEC now submitting a ‘‘privileged”’
amendment to the budget committee’s
resolution. ‘

Humphrey-Hawkins supporters sided
with the JEC in this dispute over com-
mittee turf because the JEC has tradition-
ally dealt with broader economic policy
issues, while the budget committee is
viewed more narrowly as an appropria-
tions committee, primarily interested in
matching programs to money rather than
to goals.

Of the other amendments added to the
bill, most were of minor importance, ac-
cording to UAW lobbyist Tucker. Amend-
ments that add the handicapped and vet-
erans to targeted unemployment groups
or insure the availability of daycare cen-
ters should not, he says, dilute the bill or
decrease its chances of passage.

- But only half the battle is over. A mighty
battalion of lobbyists representing over 25
organizations from the AFL-CIO through -
the National Urban League, ADA, the
U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National
Farmers Union and the National Coun-
cil of Churches will troop up to the hill
for the bill’s Senate mark-up April 10,
and begin once more the process of fend-
ing off the crippling amendments sure to
be added on the Senate side.

Is their enormous effort worth the.

.mouse that many think HR50 has be-

come? The lobbyists seem to think so.

die by an all-white, all-male jury in Bay
Minette, Ala., on Feb. 28, 1975. Attor-
ney General William Baxley, who pro--
secuted the case himself, asked the jury
to convict Imani even if they didn’t be-
lieve that he actually killed the guard, for
which there was no direct evidence. “‘It
is enough if you are convinced that he par-
ticipated in the riot in which the guard was

-Jane O’Grady, a former Clothing and
Textile union lobbyist who now lobbies
for the AFL-CIO, points to the ‘little”’
things the bill has to offer—an airing of
Federal Reserve Board policies, a focus
of national attention -on employment
problems as well as on an unemployment
figure well below 6 percent. *‘With every-
one applauding a drop in unemployment

Tom Gardner

Bob Allison of Louisville, one of Imani’s lawyers, argues against execution before
the Alabama Supreme Court. The court gave them 60 days to make a case.

In addition to continuing to challenge ~Imani and his lawyers 60 days to challenge®

killed,”’ Baxley argued.

Three other prisoners—known as the
Atmore-Holmon Brothers—were given-

sentences from 31 years to life. A fourth

was found dead in his cell—allegedly a

suicide—before he could stand trial.
trial.

Imani, the first person scheduled for
execution in Alabama since 1964, was
sentenced under a Civil War-era statute
that mandates an automatic death sen-
tence for a prisoner serving a life sen-
tence who is convicted of first degree mur-

der.

Imani’s supporters charge that his death
in
which ““a man who neither intended nor
committed murder has been sentenced to
die simply on the basis of participating in_
a protest of prison conditions that were
themselves later declared by the federal
courts as ‘unconstitutional’ and ‘cruel

sentence is a ‘‘political execution”

s 9

and unusual punishment’.

the murder conviction, Imani’s lawyers
are challenging the original sentence that
put Imani in jail, received in 1970 in Bir-
mingham. At that time Imani was charged
with four robberies of very small amounts
and one rape, charges that under Alabama
law at that time could have resulted in a
death sentence. Imani argues that his
court-appointed lawyers failed to prepare
his defense or even to call his alibi wit-

nesses prior to his trial. Instead, he says, .
his lawyers told him that he could choose

to plead guilty to the crimes, which he ar-
gues he did not commit, and receive a
plea-bargained life sentence or he could
go to trial and face the electric chair.
Faced with no defense, Imani pled guilty
and was given five life sentences by the
judge. Imani later tried to appeal these
sentences on his own from prison, but the
appeal was dismissed with no hearing or
investigation.

The Alabama Supreme Court has given

his original sentences. It also gives them 60
days to bring Imani’s case to public atten-

“tion. The lawyers point out that last year

the media kept a ghoulish deathwatch-
over Gary Gilmore, but let Imani come
within 72 hours of the electric chair with-
out a word. In fact, a CBS Reports show
aired only three days before Imani was
due to be executed offered a special update
on the death penalty a year after Gilmore’s
execution without a word about Imani.
The case has begun to attract some at-
tention. Some coverage has appeared in
the international press. Amnesty Interna-
tional is looking into the case and several
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus have expressed their concern to
Alabama state officials. There have*also
been public protests in Alabama and othei
states. A defense fund has been estab:
lished to aid in the case and to help pay
legal costs. (Imani Defense Fund, Box
424, Atlanta, GA 30301.) ]

to 6.1 percent,’’ she says, ‘‘we were get-
ting dangerously close to public accep-
tance of a 6 percent unemployment fi-
gure.”

According to Ellen Vollinger, one of
the three staffers for the Full Employ-
ment Action Council, chaired by Murray
Finley and Corretta Scott King, Hum-
phrey-Hawkins must be seen as only a-
first step. Vollinger hopes the coalition
will stay together to keep on pressuring
Congress to come up with the programs
necessary to make the 4 percent unemploy-
ment goal realizable.

And as far as Jerry Tucker is concerned,
“‘Humphrey-Hawkins may not contain
everything we want, but how many rounds
can you sit out waiting for the millen-
ium? A Humphrey-Hawkins,”* he says,
““doesn’t come around very often.”” W
Bonnie Potter is a reporter in Washing-
ton, D.C.




~ ANTI-APARTHEID

Protests greet
Davis Cup games

By Craig T. Canan
NASHVYJILLE

HIS SERIES OF PROTESTS WILL
effectively isclate South Af-
rica in the international sports
arena and probably prevent
the racists from playing in the
Davis Cup for many years tc come,’” said
Dennis Brutus, chairman of the Interna-
tional Committee t¢ End Apartheid Sport,
at the end of a series of protests March
17-19 in opposition to South Africa’s par-
ticipation here in IZavis Cup playoffs.

W.E. Hester, president of the U.S. Ten-
nis Association, appeared to concur. Hes-
ter said that as a resuli of ever-increasing
protests over the South African partici-
pation his organization ““will not support
South Africa in future Davis Cup tourna-
ments.”’ Hester said that the Davis Cup
nations could remove South Africa with
& 75 percent vote, and that the USTA
would not block such an attempt as it has
in the past.

Numerous protests have been organ-
ized here since it was announced that Van-
derbilt University would sponsor the
Davis Cup games between the U.S. and
South Africa. Three days of protests ac-
companied the games themselves, high-
lighted by a rally of more than 6,000.

The protests focused on American cor-
porate involvement in South Africa and
on Vanderbiit’s role in supporting the
South African apartheid system through
stock investmentss, as well as through its
decision to host the tennis tournament.

David Huet-Vaughn, chairman of the
Tennesee Coalition Against Apartheid
{TCAA) told one protest, “*If these cor-
porate investments were withdrawn, the
people of South Africa would have a gen-
uine chance for winning their own libera-
‘tion. As long as these corporations re-
main there supporting that regime, the
people of southern Africa will continue to
be oppressed and continue io live in slav-
ery.... And so long as that is the case, then
those who own shares in these corpora-
tions, and thosc corporations themselves,
are implicated in this violence against the
South African people.”’

From all over nation.

The first day of the matches, March 17,
over 3,000 people marched and rallied
against apartheid in a demonstration
sponsored by the TCAA and the Student
Coordinating Committes, umbrella or-
ganizations of student, community and
civil rights groups.

Students marching from Fisk Univer-
sity, Peabody Teachers College, Meharry
Medical School, Scaritt College, Tennes-
see State University and Vanderbilt joined
other protcsiers already picketing ticket
sales ai the Vanderbilt gym, shouting
chants like *‘Chancellor Heard [of Van-
derbilt], what’s the word? Nashville’s not
Johannesburg!®’

Demonstrators came from zll over the
nation, including contingents from Chi-
cago, Penver, Boston, Atlanta, Ohio,
New York, Florida, North Carolina and
even California,

The enthusiastic picketing resulted in
less than 15 percent of the 2,600 capacity
gym being filled; only 1,200 spectators
crossed the picket lines.

““fi’s not just a tennis match that we're
proiesting,”” said Jghn Traunield, a part-
tine chicken rancher from XKnoxville,
Tenn. “We’re protesting what we see hap-
pening to the oppressed majoiity in South
Africa. We’re demonstratitig for freedom
and democracy in South Afiics.”’

Sporadic snow flurries made the pick-
eting difficult, but Aithyr Washington
of Denver appeared io refiect the picket-
ers feelings when he said: 7 fust thought
of the brothers [ Scwetc, Scuth Africa,
siruggling ©o ; L

snergy Ly

nowerd ccld.”’

U.S. Tennis
Association officials
said that because
of the protests

they would not support
future South African
participation in

Davis Cup games.

While about a quarter of the demon-
strators maintained picket lines at all four
gym entrances, the remainder held a rally
in the parking lot.

John Pike, chairman of the Student Co-
ordinating Committee, told the crowd:
““The Davis Cup protest is helping bring
into focus the fact that it is the corpora-
tions here in the U.S. that are responsible
for the economic problems the people of
South Africa are having. Look at the
Board of Trustees of Vanderbilt Univer-
sity and look at where Vanderbilt’s en-
dowment funds are invested. You’ll see
that the same people who are exploiting
people in South Africa are the ones who
are running Vanderbilt University.”’

‘“The mobilization that has taken place
around the Davis Cup is going to provide
the basis for a continuing effort to bring
the university to sell stock in corporations
doing business in South Africa,” Pike
concluded, adding that he feels there is a
good chance that the divestiture move-
ment at Vanderbilt will be successful.

Attempts to discourage potential pro-
testors proved unsuccesful, Prior to the
demonstration, hundreds of windows in
late-model cars in black sections of Nash-
ville were broken. The Ku Klux Klan an-
nounced that it would bring its forces to
the demonstration, and an International
Anti-Apartheid Conference at Meharry
Medical College March 10-12 received sev-
eral bomb threats. Local police, in addi-
tion, arrested or harassed people posting
leaflets about the demonstration.

A lower priority for NAACP.

On the second day of the matches, the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) joined
forces with the TCAA in a three-mile
march from the state capitol to a park
near the gym.

NAACEP director Benjamin Hooks said
that the march was not as large as origi-
nally predicted, simply because the NA-
ACP had deemphasized it as a prior-
ity. ““We could have organized busloads,
caravans and planeloads of people to
come to Nashville,”” Hooks said. ‘‘How-
ever, we decided that representatives of
the chapters marching would make the
point.”’

NAACP representative Charles Kim-
brough told IN THESE TIMES that a na-
tional board meeting shortly before the
demonstration had decided to ‘‘devote
More resources to our energy campaign,
and less to the Davis Cup.”’

After the march reached the park, many
of the protestors, primarily those asso-
ciated with the TCAA, marched to the
gym to continue to picket the matches
and urge spectators to boycott the games.
Once again demonstrators outnumbered
the approximately 1,400 spectators.

There were fewer pickets on the final
day of the matches, March 19, as many
demonstrators had to return home. None-
theless, some 200 local people maintained
a picket line.

One protester entered the matches and
opened a banner in the middle of the play-
ing court. Jerry Hornsby, a copy editor
for the Nashville morning paper, told
the spectators that ‘‘these matches are dis-
ruptive. Everyone attending is a racist and

Protests, like the faculty march above, began in Nashville almost as soon as it was

announced that Vanderbilt would host the games, uniting students and faculty at

all the schools in Nashville.

has blood on their hands for supporting
white domination in South Africa.”
Hornsby was led from the court by police,
but was later released without charges.

Dennis Brutus concluded a final rally
by saying, ‘“We have successfully made
our point. The marches and pickets have
fulfilled their function and we have helped
win a victory. We will continue to organ-
ize, continue to struggle.”’

Brutus mentioned specifically an anti-
apartheid conference to be held later in
the year and a demonstraton against an
award that the National Conference of
Christians and Jews has announced they
will present to Vanderbilt Chancellor
Alexander Heard on April 11 as *“humani-
tarian of the year.’’

John Pike reported that ‘‘because of

the pickets, attendance for the matches -
all three days was just over 4,000.”’ Van-
derbilt had earlier said that it needed sales
of at least 4,000 tickets every day to break
even. The USTA, however, has reported-
ly released Vanderbilt from its $50,000
guaranteed from ticket sales, so that the
main loss to the school is a loss of prestige.
‘“We had people come in from ali over
the country and this is indicative that there
is enough interest to begin a national co-
ordination of locally-based anti-apartheid
groups,”’ Pike said. ‘“We believe that the
Davis Cup protest marks the beginning of
a national popular movement against
apartheid in South Africa, racism in the -
U.S., and the corporate system that is re-
sponsible for both.”’ B
Craig T. Canan is a writer in Nashville.

Miners tire, but still out

Continued from page 3.

displayed during the strike as both a vic-
tory and an optimistic sign about the un-
ion’s future. They deeply resent the way
the mass media often depict coal miners
as ignorant, violence-prone mountain
men who are more concerned about their
anachronistic customs than about the na-
tion’s welfare.

“I’m doing this for everybody,’’ Gene
Dunn emphasizes proudly. ‘“Most min-
ers feel that way. If they break one union,
the companies will do the same to others.
If they get us down, they’ll bust those peo-
ple working in factories next.”’

Dewey Christian agrees: ‘“The AFL-
CIO, the Autoworkers and the Steelwork-
ers know that we are the grandaddy of
the labor movement. If we fail, they know
that they’re next on the list.”’

It’s in this framework that the miners
understand the food, clothing, money
and expressions of solidarity flowing to
them from unions and other sources. The
food and monetary donations have not
been large enough to allow them to hold
out indefinitely—in some places contri-
butions have actually heightened divisions
and resentments—but they have but-
tressed the miners’ determination to keep
going.

*“All this support has helped morale ter-
rifically,”” says Bobbie Regan, a member
of Local 1750 in Morgantown, W.V.
and a leader of the Miners for a Fair
Contract. ““The solidarity from other un-
ions keeps miners from getting totally dis-
gusted with the negative image of them

pushed by the media. It really helps to
know labor is behind them.”’

Events during the strike have also alien-
ated many miners from two far-away
leaders: Arnold Miller and President Jim-
my Carter. In the Charleston area, where
Miller lived and worked for many years,
miners seem reluctant to dump all the un- -
ion’s problems on his soulders. They de
concede that he’s done a pitiful job, and
that his union position is weaker than ever.

““This whole thing has hurt Arnold Mil-
ler very badly,”’ says Spangler. “‘I don’t
blame him for everything. But he won’t
have the.full power of the previous years.
He’s on a teeter-totter right now.”’

Carter is regarded no more highly.
Many miners realize that his refusal to
seize the mines is the resuit of corporate
and political pressures. ‘‘I voted for Car-
ter last time, but I won’t again,”’ vows
Dunn. ‘““He did the coal generation dirty
this time. If he seized the mines, he would
have seen all the money the companies are
making. But Carter doesn’t want to get on
the money-men. He just wants to get after
the low-class people.”’

While the miners may end up with a
weak contract and go through another
three years of frequent wildcats, the strike
may have strengthened the union inter-
nally in the long run. ‘‘This strike has
brought us back into unity,”’ declares Ern-~
est Moore, vice president of District 29
and a state legislator. **Coal miners have
always been a group of people who took
care of each other. Now we’re stronger
than we ever have been.”’ |



