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WOMEN & SPORTS

By Anita Diamant
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Columbus Say in Boston was perfect
for running- com, diy ang sunny. The
rouic was flat and the st art wide, It was
an exiremely fast field, The winners of

all the other Eﬁ:‘:rug. Belis were on hand,
Lut it was a race for all of the 200 top
seeded nmncu, said Jess Bzll, company
president and running nui,

Joan Benoit, a student z¢ North Caro-
lina Staic took tos honors with a world
record-breaking time of 33.15. Two
native North Carclinians, Ellison Godall
and Mary Shea, won second and third
place, respeciivily, Renoit, a native of
Cape Flizabeth, Me., is 2 member of the
Liberty Athletic \,mb, the impressive New
Eng‘am‘ Track club that aiso produced
the first and sccond place winners of last
yvear’s Bonne Hell.

The winnesrs’ circle in a race of this size
seems terribly small, Every runner had
a story with 2 happy cnding this year.
EBveryone who started the race finished.

Joan Benoit received a wreath of laur-
els and a trophy. Polly Wilson just went
home with 2 great big smile.

Wilson, a woman in her sixties, had
sncaked out of her house to run. “‘I put
on my clothes to g0 to work this morning
and then changed them in a little turn out
on the road so ngo one at home knows
where ¥ went.”’

Warming up io run by herself, Wilson
was thinking of her daughter who ran in
last year’s race. ‘*She’s in Boulder. She
got an applicaticn blank and said to
send it in. She’s the only one who knows
'm runuing ia this race. It’s a secret.”’

Alihough the Bonne RBell was her first
race ever, Wilson isn’t as new to running
as mosi of the women stretching on the
Boston Comimon around her. **] started
jogging before the rest of the world start-
ed, but then ! broke my leg. I've only
been jogging a couple of months now.”’

“% think it’s fun and exciting,”” she
said cheerily, and then confided, “I'm
scared. I didn’t sleep iast night and all
that.”

Many of the women I spoke to had a
clear idea of how fast they hoped to run.
Runners were seeded by their own esti-
mate of thelr finishing time. Wilson wasn’t
thinking about speed, though. “I have a
finishing goal. And 1'd like to not come
in the absoluic last. But I probably will.”
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Women run to
compete, for fun

The youngest runner, six years old,
held her mother’s hand.

Photos by Nora Tringale. Peggy McMahon and Sid Huang

the main event. Strangers chatted and
everyone was smiling. It was a pleasant
crowd of 10,000 people.

Barb Bergeron from upstate New York
was in Boston for her third Bonne Bell
of the summer. “‘One in Buffalo, one in
Toronto, and here. I really enjoy the
Bonne Bells.”’ Bergeron came alone,
though “‘there are a few other runners
from Rochester. 1 met one other friend
from my track club and we kind of pre-
pared for this together.”

Like many of the women I talked with,
Bergeron has her sights set on even longer
distances. ‘‘I’ra hoping to work towards &
marathon, but probably in Buffalc to
start, So I'm taking a year {0 1 repa*e for
that.”” A jogger for ten years, Barb Berg-
eron started racing only this summer.

New experience.

Susan Dudley is newer to the whole no-
tion of sports than Bergeron, She started
running in May and was shocting for a
race of 50 minutes. *‘I’ve never done an
athletic thing in my life until I started run-
ning and felt all the good things from be-
ing physically fit, It’s'a whole new ex-
perience for me. Other peop fe 1 guess
have known those feelings since school,
but I never did.”

For neophytes and old hands alike,
though, racing is a relatively new exper-
ience for most women, Like many run-
ners at the Bonne Bell, Barbara Murdock
had her husband to thank for an intro-
duction to the pleasures of the day. Mur-
dock’s been running in her home-town
race in Winchester for seven years, but
even for her, ‘‘it’s only recently, in the
past year, that I’ve gone cut and done
other races. I did the Beverly women’s
race and one in West Roxbury and Fal-
mouth.”’

Murdock was there with her husband
and two of her four children. The baby
is 14 months old, but this was his second
Bonne Bell. ‘I ran in the Bonne Bell last
year when he was eight weeks old. My
time wasn’t very good.

““I didn’t run while pregnant. I felt well
during my pregnancy, but just couldn’t
get into a running habit.”

At least one Bonne Bell finisher did
feel well enough to run in her fourth or
fifth month. Seventy-seven year cld Ruth
Rothbaum finished in an hour and a half.
The youngest runner, a six-year-old, ran
the race with her mother, sometimes hold-
ing hands “‘when it got a little rough.”
And Polly Wilson finished—far from one
of the last,

The Bonne Bell races exemplify the
women’s sports boom in its many incar-
nations. The races offer women some of
their few chances to compete in well-run,
carefully timed, AAU-sancticned all-wom-
en events. Distance running remains a step
child. The upcoming Olympics still
don’t have any distance event for
women over 3,000 meters scheduled.

A Bonne Bell race means that top com-
petitors can meet in a field of peers and
challenge one another to new records. It
means that a woman will win the race—
not just post the best time for a woman.
It’s an inspirational showcase for fine,
amateur athletes.

But as well as being world class spori-
ing events, complete with TV coverage
and corporate sponsorship, the Bonne
Bells resemble the *“‘fun runs’’ that local
track clubs now hold for all kinds of run-
ners virtually every weekend ail over the
country. A Bonne Bell is a celebration of
fitness, strength and.independence from
the passive, restrictive physical images
of the past. And nobody is excluded.

The message is loud and ciear: Run-
ning isn’t just for an elite class of super
athletes. And competition isn’t limited tc
the trophy winners. Women are still sprint-
ing at the finish line even after 55 minutes.
This is sport for everyone-—and above all,
it’s fun. "
Anita Diamant writes regularly on sports
for IN THESE TIMES.
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Marxism ang Literature

by Raymond Williams

Oxford University Press, 1877,
paperback, $2.25
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Raymond Williams has been
writing literary criticism from an
Englhsh socialist potnt of view for

more than 25 yoars, bt this book

marks a departure for him, Par-
ticularly when taken i conjunc-
tion with his Raymond Chand-
lerish novel, The Vaolunteers,
which came out this vear, it sTOws
us Williams developing, chang-
ing, experimenting, almost play-
ing variations on himseif. And
that’s more remarkable than it
may appear, for Williams has
stood out among contemporary
wrifers for his Mount Rushmore
integrity: unchanging, unplay-
ful, an embodiment of resisiance.
Seen as an event in Williams’
career, this book is important be-
cause he so long balked at Marx-
istn, The bock is, however, very
interesting in and for fiself, Wil
liams wants, 5 his main idez, to
study literature and cuiture as
kinds of materiai produciion.
He divides ine bock inte three
parts: Basic Concepts, Cuitural
Theory, ana literary Theory.
The first part discusses four of
the crucial terims in the argument
fo come: culiuie, language, lit-
erature, and idecicpy. He shows
us that the term culture itself em-
bodies the tensicns of the indus-
trial revolutica sad the reaction
againsi that. He shows how the
term became speciaiizec. As a
noun of inner life, ke says, it
came to be limited to the arts and
philsophy. As a noun of general
process, it was limited to “*whole
ways of life.”” The first meaning
played a cruciai role in defining
the arts and humanities, and the
second in the sccial sciences, but
they were out of touch with each
other.
Next Williams turns to what
Marxism contributed 1o o
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of culture, mos: impo iy the
stress on mat 7y-—*‘the
most impaort ua; ad-
vance in a = social
thought ”” Bu: Marxist cheory
also left culturzs in <he *‘suver-
structure’’ of ¥, in the

world of efferss,
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Marxism and culture.
The second part consists of ten

short chapters on important
Marxist terms in cultural theory.
Williams objects to the base and
superstructure concept as mis-
leading. He reinterprets the idea
of determining laws, to mean not
rigid limits but pressures in cer-
tain directions. He makes “pro-
ductive forces’ cover political,
social and cultural forces as well
as industrial. And so on.

He also reviews, criticizes, and
incorporates later Marxist cultur-
al theories. Williams is most im-
pressed by Gramsci’s idea of heg-
emony—the interlocking of poli-
tical, social and cultural forces
which imposes an ideology on a
whole society and determines the
character reality has for it.

The third part presents ideas
useful in discussing literature
from a Marxist-Williamsish point
of view. Thus he would like to
put the tiresome and misleading
question *‘Is this fact or fiction?”
into a series which includes ‘“What
really happened? What might
(could) have happened? What
really happens? What might hap-
pen?”’ (All these questions should
be asked about imaginative lit-
erature, and when the first one
is placed in the series, it loses its
power to paralyze discussion.)
He would also like to change our
idea of “‘author,”” with its antithes-
is to ‘‘audience’’ and ‘‘society.”’
Instead he wants us to see ideas as
originating from forces at work
in many people at the same time.

Virtue and loyalty.

In Culture and Society (1958),
Williams addressed Marxists from
a distance, asking them to show
what benefit they derived as cul-
tural critics from their special
doctrines. Williams himself was
brought up in the British Labour
Party and Trade Union move-
ment (his father a Welsh railway-
man) and his sense of loyalty to
that past is very strong.

Virtue to him has always meant
resistance, and Marxism was one
of the things he resisted. In his
novels, Border Country (1962)
and Second Generation (1964) he
dramatizes family situations close
to those he himself knew, and
the resolution in both cases is an
act of solidarity by the young, un-
iversity-educated intellectual with
all that his father represents. In
the former novel the father dies,
and the son becomes the father.

Torn Greenstelder

larx meets the novel

There are elements of conflict be-
tween the young man and his par-
ents, but the stress falls clearly on
closeness and on the transmission
of a heritage so substantial it feels
like an identity.

The image of virtue in both
novels is an image of persistence,

- of obstinancy, of resistance. In

both cases (and implicitly in Wil-
liams’ theoretical books) virtue
is defined by contrast with cor-
ruption. Of two men, one makes
money, turns phrases, cuts a fig-
ure, changes; the other remains
as he was; and the second is the
figure of strength {strength and
goodness are synonymous for
Williams) to whom the other
must come to sue for approval
or forgiveness for each new ven-
ture.

Avoiding brilliance.

This inner dialectic makes itself
felt in Williams® criticism in a cer-
tain dour inexpressiveness; an
avoidance of the brilliant phrase,
a distrust of eloquence and epi-
gram; an impersonal substantia-
tion of his ideas by redefinition
(often in a highly abstract vocab-
ulary) and by historical research
which subverts established opin-
ions—all this charged with anger
underneath but superficially inex-
pressive.

This book is nc more open, in-
tellectually or emotionally, It is a
very hard book to read. But the
word revolution now seems to
mean something less equivocal
than it has in the past in Williams’
mouth. The introduction begins
““This book is written in a time of
radical change’’ and its theme is
that international Marxism has
been renewed by the work of the
last 20 years.

One might object that Wil-
liams has only found a way to
interpret Marx to mean what he
himself has been saying all along:

"that all evil derives from breaches

in community, and all our efforts
must be bent to healing such
breaches. But the book arouses
far more than objection. This
and his new novel together prove
—in their different ways—that
Williams’ mind is moving, experi-
menting, changing. When such
a massive integrity begins to
move one can expect great things.
Martin Green teaches English lil-
erature this year at Tufts Univer-
sity.
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