By Diana Johnstone

PARIS

URING A RECENT VISIT TO

Belgium, French President

Francois Mitterrand came

up with a bon mot about

Euromissiles and pacifists.
*“The missiles are in the East and the
Pacifists are in the West,’’ he said, as if
that ended the discussion.

In the Netherlands, Wim Bartels of
the Inter-Church Peace Council (IKV)
told a French television interviewer that
he was ‘‘most surprised by this simplistic
statement. In five years’ time, with the
currently planned modernization, the
number of French and British nuclear
missiles will be greater than that of the
Soviet intermediate-range missiles now
targeted on Europe. There is no reason
for the French to be so arrogant.”
(French television did not, of course,
broadcast the interview.)

Mitterrand likes to talk of the needs
for “‘balance’’ between the superpowers
and gets indignant at the very suggestion
that French forces might be counted in
some sort of balance.

The Russians don’t see it that way,
but, of course, the Russians must be
wrong. A Soviet propagandist, Victor
Alexandrov, said the following: ‘‘There
are not two opposing countries in Eur-
ope, but two opposing alliances. The sole
difference is that in the Warsaw Treaty
the Soviet Union alone possesses nuclear
weapons, whereas in NATO three coun-
tries have them.”” But let’s not pay any
attention to an apologist for the ‘‘evil em-
pire.”

As Mitterrand told the Bundestag in
January, ‘‘One can only compare what is
comparable,’’ and France’s nuclear force
cannot be compared to that of the super-
powers.

A more recent guest in Bonn was Paris
mayor and French right-wing opposition
leader Jacques Chirac, who told an aud-
ience of Christian Democratic Union
{CDU) leaders at the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation: ““In less than five years, with
the system of multiple warheads, the Brit-
ish nuclear force and the French nuclear
force will have increased considerably.
They will represent a force and a deter-
rent capacity which will be veritably im-
portant, decisive.’”” And in a subsequent
interview in Le Monde, Chirac said, “‘It
must not be forgotten that France and
Britain’s strategic nuclear deterrent
means are growing rapidly, which ex-
plains, among other reasons, their cate-
gorical refusal to see their forces counted
in the American-Soviet relationship.”’

Thus, according to Chirac, the reason
for refusing to count the French missiles
is not that they are ‘‘not comparable,”’
but that they are comparable, and France
wants to be able to go on increasing the
number without anybody comparing or
counting or paying too much attention. A
count could be a step toward a freeze that
would stunt the rapid planned growth of
the French nuclear potential.

But that was not the only interesting
point Chirac made to the Germans. His
main one was the need for a European
nuclear force with Germany sharing re-
sponsibility. Once the French and British
forces have been expanded, he said, ‘‘one
can envisage in the foreseeable future a
European-American deterrent guarantee-

_ing the security of Western Europe. But
on¢ canpot imagine it without Germany
participating directly at the level of re-
sponsibility. One cannot imagine that it is
the English and the French who are going
to assure Europe’s nuclear deterrence.
The problem of Germany’s direct parti-
cipation in central questions is a problem
that arises and that must be solved.”

Alain Clement reported in Le Monde
that Chirac’s speech was warmly received
by the German conservatives.

The French Socialist government
showed signs of annoyance, even alarm.
Defense Minister Charles Hernu declared
huffily, ‘‘The French government has no
lessons to receive from anyone when it
comes to Franco-German cooperation”’
and pointed proudly to plans to build a
joint anti-tank missile and perhaps a
combat helicopter and a new missile to
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arsenals growing

succeed Exocet as well.

Jacques Huntzinger, an arms questions
specialist who is in charge of internation-
al relations for the French Socialist Party,
called Chirac’s remarks *‘irresponsible.”’
““To say in Bonn that we have to think of
a European nuclear defense in which Ger-
many could have a right to participate is
not serious,”” he said. Serious or not,
Huntzinger’s own position on these ques-
tions is so complicated that few people
have been able to make heads or tails of it.

‘“‘European independence.’’

Clearer, at least, is the position of Social-
ist Jean-Pierre Chevenement, who said he
thought Chirac was wrong to say that
France and Great Britain could not take
care of deterrence in Europe. This would
be possible especially with the new mul-
tiple warheads that are coming up. Chir-
ac had raised a real problem, he said, but
‘‘put it badly,’’ because ‘‘the truth is that
many European countries will not accept
letting Germany have access to nuclear
weapons. It’s true of the USSR, but it’s
true of many others....”’

Chevenement suggests that the ‘‘inde-
pendence of Europe’’ can be ensured by
French and British nuclear forces.

But what are the Germans to make of
this? Can they entrust their security to a
Franco-British nuclear force?

By an extremely curious coincidence,
the question received a resoundingly neg-
ative response on the same day Chirac ar-

rived in Bonn, October 17. In an inter-
view in the Spanish newspaper La Van-
guardia that was immediately picked up
and splashed across the German press,
72-year-old retired French General Pierre
Gallois, theoretician of the Gaullist force
de frappe, said France should not take
part in the defense of Germany in case of
a war with the USSR.

Asked what France should do in case
the Russians invaded West Germany,
Gen. Gallois replied, ‘“Not lift a finger.
Hold still. Let time go by so the Soviets
can solve the German problem while we
protect France. I prefer to have the Sov-
iet Army on France’s border to allowing
France to be destroyed.”” There would be
‘“no other choice” than to ‘‘leave Ger-
many to the Soviets.” :

Moreover, he said he was “‘sure’’ that
the Soviet Union would invade Germany
some time in the next 20 years.

The coincidence was extremely curious
because Gallois and Chirac belong to the
same political family. Gallois, who in his
retirement has been a counselor to Das-
sault aviation, has been the most conspic-
uous contributor to Marie-France Gar-
aud’s International Geopolitical Institute,
which has been making an effective con-
tribution to reviving the Cold War in
France (see In These Times, May 18).
Marie-France Garaud is a former close
political ally of, and is believed by some
to be a stalking horse for Jacques Chirac,
who began his political career as a family
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friend and protege of Marcel Dassault.

Gallois’ surprising remarks sound like
a provocation meant to call German at-
tention to a problem, just as Chirac ar-
rived with the suggestion of a solution.
The problem is that Germany will not be
defended if available nuclear forces are
controlled by other countries, even if they
are allies, such as France. That is the old
Gaullist maxim: everyone looks out for
himself. The solution is for Germany to
have control of nuclear weapons.

In Germany, Chirac stressed a couple
of selling points. One is that, as the
French example shows, having one’s own
nuclear force is the best antidote to
“pacifism.” Chirac said that ‘‘the im-
pression felt by public opinion in our
countries that the fate of Europe is, in the
last analysis, only a stake in the rivalry
between the two superpowers offers a
favorable terrain to pacifist propa-
ganda.”

The second, which was phrased dis-
creetly, is that Europe must bear part of
the burden for protecting its own inter-
ests, including those in the Third World,
which entails ‘‘coordination of policies
on energy and raw materials supplies.”’
He did not say this outright, but an impli-
cit feature of *‘Gaullist’” doctrine is that
possession of nuclear arms is the condi-
tion for a free hand in the Third World.

Truth or illusion?

-Both of these arguments hinge on creat-

ing in public opinion an illusion of na-
tional independence by following policies
that in fact are being forced on Western
Europe by the U.S. Liberal Atlanticists .
have been shoved out of policy making in
Washington by a Realpolitik school that
sees the advantages of a certain ‘‘Gaull-
ism.”’

In France, the government and espe-
cially the media have sold almost the
whole population on the illusion of
French national ‘“‘independence’’ based
on its own nuclear arsenal. In reality, as a
close aide to External Relations Minister
Claude Cheysson admitted to a recent
caller, the only area of independent for-
eign policy left to France is selling arms
to Iraq.

The ambition to remain in the nuclear
power club has bound France ever closer
to the U.S., forcing it to propagate ever
more illusions and lies. A sad example is
the presence of French military forces in
Beirut. Officially there is the pretense
that they are there to prove that France is
still an important guardian power in Leb-
anon. In reality, France has no policy of
its own, and is there to make the presence
of the Americans more acceptable politi-
cally, both in the Mideast and in the U.S.
The fact that French soldiers were blown
up along with U.S. Marines should help
American public opinion accept sending
American boys to ‘‘help allies’’ in the
Mideast ‘‘defend European oil’’ and the
U.S. gets further embroiled in the forth-
coming Persian Gulf war.

In West Berlin, Chirac offered the Ger-
mans another illusion: German reunifica-
tion, which he said he was for. This is
ironic, because the French press has been
furiously condemning the German peace
movement for allegedly seeking reunifica-
tion. In fact, since under Willy Brandt,
the Federal Republic accepted the post-
war boundaries, nobody has seriously
spoken of reunification in Germany. At
most the peace movement wants fur-
ther detente so that relations can be nor-
mal between the two German states. Yet
here comes the French right telling Ger-
mans that reunification is a fine idea.

Willy Brandt, among others, discov-
ered long ago that no matter what they
say, the French are determined support-
ers of ‘‘Yalta’’ insofar as it means the
permanent division of Germany. Social
Democrats realize that the belligerent de-
mand for reunification, accompanied by
an arms buildup, is the surest way to
tighten the Soviet grip and deepen the
division between the two German states.
It makes reunification impossible—ex-
cept by a war of liberation, which, with
existing armaments, could only mean the
total destruction of Germany, East and
West. Thus the SPD advocates detente,
arms control and disarmament as the on-

Continued on page 30
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Women

Continued from page 9

tions like the League of Women Voters
and the Association of American Univer-
sity Women, is kicking off a massive vot-
er education project this month that will
concentrate on women who are underrep-

resented at the voting booth—poor, un-

dereducated and elderly women.

Building on pilot projects by Bella Ab-
zug’s Women USA and the National As-
sociation of Social Workers (NASW), the
WVP will attempt to register women at
day care centers, welfare offices, unem-
ployment lines and senior citizen centers.
‘“The result is that the gender gap will be
enlarged, but you’ll also see a swell in
turnout among poor people and minori-
ties,”” predicts Carol Sheffer-Hartmann
of NASW.

That implicit identification of women’s
interests with those of the ‘‘have-nots,”
as the voting surge phenomenon may be
labeled, raises a question that has to be
examined outside of traditional two-party
terms. With their stands on foreign pol-

-icy, disarmament, social spending and
civil rights, women are coming to look
like a natural liberal-left constituency.

‘“Women are coming into their own,
and they’re disagreeing with the way so-
ciety is put together,’’ says Bella Abzug.
‘“What the gender gap shows is that
there’s a constituency here, that electabil-
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ity equals the right position on war and
peace, economic equity, the environ-
ment, unemployment. - Militarism and
feminism can’t co-exist. You can’t afford
pay equity, child care, flextime, better
Social Security benefits, all the things
that women need, with a large military
budget.”

Feminist theorist Eisenstein sees the
gender gap developing a ‘‘politics of sex-
ual class consciousness’’ among women,
who are increasingly coming to see
themselves holding “‘secondary status in
whatever economic class they belong to.”
As women come to articulate their
‘“‘economic class needs”’—and vote for
those interests—their demands will be
increasingly incompatible with the pre-
vailing social and economic order, Eisen-
stein predicts.

But Harvard political scientist Ethel
Klein isn’t ready to see women as ‘‘the
vanguard of creating a more publicly con-
scious state. I think women just have a
very different bottom line. Ronald Rea-
gan has redefined the national debate in
terms of ‘Should there be social spend-
ing?’ not ‘How much?’’’ Women may
support social spending and welfare pro-
grams, Klein says, but they’re not calling
for drastic spending increases either.

Maybe not yet. But Barbara Ehren-
reich, feminist writer and co-chair of the

‘Democratic Socialists of America (DSA),

believes the gender gap can be a building
block of a mainstream politics that re-
habilitates the idea of government as pro-
vider. ““We need a New Deal for women,
a set of government programs to address
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the specific problems of women,’’ Ehren-
reich told a recent DSA conference on
feminism. But that set of demands would
have to include economic opportunity
and assistance for all who need it, she
noted. ‘‘Feminists have to push for what
government can do.”’

Whatever the ideological meaning of
the gender gap, one certain effect will be
to elect more women to office and that
can’t help but have public-policy implica-
tions. A recent study of women office-
holders completed by Rutgers’ Center for
American Women and Politics director
Ruth Mandel and colleague Susan Car-
roll offers interesting evidence that wom-
en tend to be more liberal than men, even
in public office.

The study included an attitude survey
that asked women and men politicians to
take stands on women’s issues as well as
on such questions as whether the U.S.
should seek military superiority over the
Soviet Union, and whether the private
sector would perform in the public inter-
est if left alone. A gender gap emerged on
virtually all the issues, with women, espe-
cially at the state and national level, tak-
ing more liberal positions than men.
Black women politicians were the most
liberal, but even Republican women
stood to the left of their male counter-
parts.

Mandel credits women ofﬁceholders
with placing a whole new set of issues on
the political agenda, from the feminiza-
tion of poverty to comparable worth to
rape and domestic violence. ““These pol-
icy concerns didn’t exist before, and
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they’re being carried and dealt with most-
ly by women in office,”” Mandel notes.

Feminism’s role.

It may turn out that women have done
nationally what they appear to have done
in the Republican Party—emerged as a
countervailing force to New Right ex-
tremism and Reaganomics. While the
pollsters were hailing the country’s con-
servative drift in the dark months after
the Reagan election—among men, at
least, Republican identification was
climbing—it took them a while to notice
that women weren’t following.

It has taken them even longer to notice
the role of the women’s movement in de-
veloping that political independence. In
all the elation over the attention the gen-
der gap has won women, there’s a note of
alarm among feminists when discussing
how quickly political analysts have dis-
missed the importance of ‘“‘women’s is-
sues’’ in creating it.

““The pollsters ignore the intensity fac-
tor,”” says Smeal. ‘““They say that men
and women support the ERA and choice
in similar numbers, and don’t look at
‘how that affects their vote.”” Men who
take feminist positions are less likely than
women to have these issues be the decid-
ing factor in their vote, Smeal notes.

There’s evidence for Smeal’s conten-
tion. Among men and women ERA sup-
porters, 10. percent fewer women voted -
for Ronald Reagan in 1980. And in 1982
it was the machinery of the organized
women’s movement’s ERA campaign
that, after the amendment. expired in
June 1982, turned into a strike force to
elect Democrats the next November.

‘““They say the gender gap is based on
economic, not women'’s issues, but they .

" ignore that economic issues are the base

of the women’s movement, whether it’s
pay equity, Social Security reform or the
ERA,”’ says NOW President Judy Gold-
smith. The gap cuts across class lines ‘‘be-
cause women of every class experience dis-
crimination just because they are wom-
en,” Goldsmith says, and the women’s
movement has beén the force that has

~made them realize that’s unacceptable.

A September 28 CBS News/New York
Times poll may be the first to credit wom-
en’s issues with a major role in creating
the anti-Reagan women’s vote. When
asked why Reagan might be less popular
among women, more people gave his
women’s rights stand than any other an-
swer. In a follow-up question, women
were asked whether there was anything
about Reagan that bothered them as
women that wouldn’t necessarily bother a
man. Of the 26 percent who said yes,
more pointed to Reagan’s women’s rec-
ord than any other explanation.

Whether or not polls can quantify it,
the women’s movement has unquestion-
ably created the conditions for women to
emerge as an independent voting bloc.
The expansion of women in the labor
force—in part due to economic necessity,
in part to women’s desire for indepen-
dence—and the rise in the number of
women-headed households have made
women come to see their interests differ-

ently. Feminism, says Ethel Klein, has

helped women define those interests, feel
the confidence to articulate them and
then seek attention for them in the public
realm.

‘““We’ve seen the emergence of a wom-
en’s consciousness that lets them make
their private problems public demands,”’
Klein says. ‘“Their changing experience
has allowed them to accept a feminist an-
alysis, and the feminist analysis has given
their experience an ideological context.”’

Ruth Mandel puts it this way. ‘“What’s
expressing itself as the gender gap is root-
ed in fundamentally different patterns of
experience and values between men and
women. But it follows 10 years of the
organized women’s movement, which
placed a new emphasis on the importance
of women speaking out, taking part in
public life, taking action in the public
world. Then you have a president who
speaks from an earlier period, who div-
erges from women’s rights positions.”’

Concludes Klein: “Ronald Reagan cre-
ated the gap, but the women’s movement
created the environment for women to
begin asking these questions.”’ [ |
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With this issue, In These Times
begins its eighth year of publica-
tion and of steady improvement
and growth. We believe it is a
magnificent achievement in

light of the general swing to the
right of American politics. And we
also believe that in the upcoming
presidential election year we will
have an increasingly important
role to play in representing the
American left.

Survival is no longer the name
of our game. In 1984 and beyond,
we expect to improve and be more
widely read and needed. Unlike
most publications, we can only do
this with the active help of our

il readers and friendly organizations.
Miles DeCoster Our anniversary greetings reflect
that support. We’re deeply grateful
for it.

Photas by Paul Comstock, except group photo Steve Kagan

(Not pictured: John B. Judis, Diana Johnstone. Dennis Morgan, Jim Montalbano, Barbara Schuler)
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We salute In These Times and our
friends on the democratic left.
As we approach a crucial election
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Greetings to a great
paper that stands for
jobs, peace and freedom

Local 259, U.A.W., New York City

Sam Meyers, President
" 351 Broadway
New York, NY 10013

District 65/JUAW

The Union for technical, office and professional
employees dedicates itself to peace and justice for all.
We salute In These Times.

District 65/UAW
13 Astor Place
New York, NY 10003
(212) 673-5120
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POPULAR ECONOMICS

Most people think economics. We don’t. The Center for Popular Economics offers a
lively and accessible introduction to the United States economy for activists from
labor unions, women’s and minority groups, community organizations, environmental
groups and many other social change organizations. The Center offers an alternative
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are used against them daily on the job, in the media, by the government, and across the
bargaining table.

SUMMER INSTITUTE

In July and August, the CPE runs week-long courses at Hampshire College in Amherst,
Mass. Each year more than 150 activists from around the country attend the Institute.
Morning sessions present a concentrated introduction to political economy in team-
taught classes. Afternoon sessions offer guest speakers, skills workshops, and discus-
sions on issues facing popular movements. in the evenings, participants attend films,
round table discussions, and informal social events.

CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS
Throughout the year we offer economics training by arrangement with labor and

community organizations. These programs are held throughout the country. The ses-
sions range from two-hour workshops through weekend conferences to week-long
training sessions. The topics and format are geared to the interests and needs of
participants.

WRITE NOW FOR INFORMATION

Center for Popular Economics Box 785, Amherst, Mass. 01004

“WE MUST NOT
SLOW UP. LETUS
KEEP MOVING™

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., FROM HIGHLANDER'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY

7 Years for In These Times and
50 Years for Highlander Center

Congratulations!

For fifty years, Highlander, like In These Times, has
been committed to the principle that knowledge can
help enable people to gain control over their lives. Its
practice has become a model of education for
democracy. Its programs have strengthened thousands
of leaders in communities and workplaces throughout
Appalachia and the South.

To enable us to continue our work, Highlander has
already raised half of our 50th Anniversary one miilion
dollar goal. Your pledge or deferred gift will help us
keep moving into the next fifty years.

For more information please contact:

HIGHLANDER CENTER ROUTE 3, BOX 370, NEW MARKET, TENNESSEE 37820}




IN THESE TIMES NOVEMBER 16-22, 1983 17

The Happy Anniversary

Wishing you

Ci tiZenS another year of
P arty survival and growth.

Citizens Party of Illinois

The CITIZENS PARTY 109 North Dearborn

is committed Chicago, [llinois 60602
to a national presence
in 1984, to raise

NEW JEWISH AGENDA

JEWISH
AGENDA

MAZEL TOV TO IN THESE TIMES ON YOUR
7th YEAR ANNIVERSARY—May you have another 120!

the issues which - New Jewish Agenda is a national organization committed to Jewish
1o b6 Temored: and peoplehood and to fostering a progressive voice both within the Jewish
to let each community and society at large. :
voter know
that there N I . . . .
a0 l Our thirty-five chapters organize on issues such as nuclear disarmament,
alternative. co-existence between Israelis and Palestinians, and anti-Semitism and racism.
Name. Address
{1 1 would like to contribute to New Jewish Agenda. Here is my tax-deductible donation of
521 Fifth Avenue __$15 __$23 _ $50 _ other.
CITIZENS PARTY NATIONAL OFFICE New York, N.Y. 10017 O Please send me information about New Jewish Agenda.

2000 P St. NW #200 Washington, DC 20036 1123 Broadway, Room 1217, New York, NY 10010, (212) 620-0828

Every week In These Times demonstrates Congratulations The American Friends
that there are viable progressive alternatives __ InThese Times - ;
n r7th A Service Committee
on you nniversary
to the problems our government : Peace Education
. reedom from oppression
finds insurmountable. o all peopleg,_p 1501 Cherry Street
. Yachad navek al shalom. Philadelphia, PA 19102
Continue the good work. _ (Together we'll struggle P
Ilinois Public Action Council for peace.) . -
for further information:
59 E_ast Van _B“fe“ Street your friends at Habonim-Dror and contact Program Resources
Chicago, Winois 60605 the Progressive Zionist Caucus
We’ll complain about . o ANTI-WAR
Solidarity. | the convention Greetings & Solidarity AMMUNITION
Greetings coverage later. f"l”" Z‘fe
: soctalist left in Chicago’s largest selection
from Mecnw!‘ule, : of anti-war resources —
congratulations on Lawrence, Kansas books, buttons, pamphlets,
the home of the Revolution your seventh. Kansas City, Missouri audiovisuals.
T k American Friends Service Committee
Boston DSA Joseph M. Schwartz opeka, Kansas 407 S. Dearborn, Suite 370

DSA National Executive Committee Chicago, 1L 60605

Kansas City, Kansas (312) 427-2533

GREETINGS TO
IN THESE TIMES

from the Chicago Greetings
National Branch Office from
and the Chicago Local Philadelphia DSA
(215) 843-2313
Democratic Socialists
of America
Alaskans! Organize!
Greetings —resist corporate
from domination
1 -work for co-operative
Westchester DSA democmzy

Box 323, Harrison, NY 10528 Join DSA-Alaska

Greetings |
write: P.O. Box 80967, College, AK 99708
From your Friends at
Rochester DSA Democratic Socialists of America
—Supporting ' Congratulations from
In These Times the Utah Local
and the Democratic Socialists
Peace Encampment Movement of America
CONGRATULATIONS GREETINGS
To the staff of In These Times from
your brothers and sisters of the
San Francisco Mahoning Valley DSA. (216) 534-9327
. s 12 853 Broadway, Suite est Belmont Ave. eline St.
Democratic Socialists _ New York, N 10003 gu(')gag), v ?éi?iﬁﬁy,‘"éféuos

of America (212) 260-3270 (312) 871-7700 (415) 428-1354 Looking forward to your 70th.
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Greetings

off our backs supports the left (and ITT with this greeting). Does the left
support radical feminism? Consider subscribing to off our backs, a national

$15 for those who can afford a contributing sub. Free sample copy (include
$1 for postage if you can spare the ¢¢¢...). Write Dept. ITT,

off our backs

feminist news journal, publishing for 13 years. $11/year for a regular sub, Greeﬁngs ﬁ‘om the Staﬁ Of Modem Times

1841 Columbia Road, NW, Washington, DC 20009 Modern Times, 186 Hampshire Street, Cambridge, MA 02139

Southern Exposure

ncyclopedia
E(%MI i Life
“& Change

Congratulations

on your seventh anniversary.

:PROGRESSIVE

409 East Main Siivet  Madison, W1 53703  (608) 257-4626

G Birthday Greetings from

Southern
Exposure
P.O.Box 531, Durham, N.C. 27702

We're 10 years old,
changing, and
growing... like ITT

Write usforaFREE COP

P.O. Box 1953, Marion, OH 43305

YES!!!Send me 24 issues of The Nation for $12.00, a savings of
60% off the newsstand price and 30% off the regular subscription
price. | understand that | may cancel at any time and receive a
refund for all unmailed copies.

[] My payment is enclosed —reward me with
FOUR FREE ADDITIONAL ISSUES!

60% OFF 3 Please bill me loter.

NAME

NEWSSTAND PRICE - s

ADDRES
aTy STATE 2P

SEND THE NATION TO A FRIEND! (And sove $3.)

Please send 24 issues of The Nation 1o the following people at the
special gift rate of just $12.00 for the first and $9.00 for each
additional gift. And send a card announcing the subscription(s).

GIFTTO-

ADDRESS
ciy

SAVE AN ' GIFTTO
ADDITIONAL $3.00 ADDRESS

Ccity STATE rdlg

[J Enclosed is $ for subscription(s).
{Extend each subscription FOUR FREE ISSUES. )

O Bill me loter.

Add $3.50 postage for subscriptions in Conada and Mexico, $6.50 for other foreigﬁ
countries. Subscriptions poyable in equivolent U.S. funds.

A
® MOTHER _JONES

wishes I'TT another era

of
\\P“’K\\‘s\ﬂc“-

Greetings and Best Wishes
for continued growth

The Texas Observer

Congratulations
from your friends at the
North Carolina Independent

Box 2690
. Durham, NC 27705

Friends & Admirers!

Concessions—
And How To Beat Them

A New Book from Labor Notes
From the Foreword by William W.
Winpisinger, President, Machinists
Union:

‘‘Too many trade
union leaders are
repeating old mis-
takes of the
past....Wein the
trade unions to-
day do not have
the right to give
away gains and
rights won yes-
terday. They
belong to our
heritage and
our progeny.”’

Why concessions don’t save jobs. How
they’re undermining unionism. Steps
unions can take to resist employers’
demands. 152 pages. $5.25 postpaid.
Write to Labor Notes, P.O. Box 20001,
Detroit, Ml 48220. Ask for a free sample
copy of Labor Notes newsletter too.
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To IN THESE TIMES
In Health and for health

HEALTH

PAC

BULLETIN

HEALTH /PAC

HEALTH POLICY ADVISORY CENTER
17 MURRAY STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007

IN THESE TIMES
is essential
to our well-being
so is good taste

Keep Up The Good Work

The Real Comet Press
932 Eighteenth Avenue East
Seattle, Washington 98112

The national grassroots membership
organization dedicated to empowering
people for social change in rural America.

Rusal America

1302 18th Street, NW, Suite 302, Washington, DC 20036 202/659-2800.

Midwest Office

550 Eleventh Street, Des Moines, lowa 50309 515/244-5671
Southeast Office

4795 McWillie Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 601/362-2260

206/328/1801
From Comix to Critiques read
c tulati HOW TO TEST AND
ongra “7" fons on IMPROVE YOUR WINE
your / years JUDGING ABILITY

In Solidari
ty by Irving H. Marcus
The definitive work in the field.
96 pages, attractively bound.
$3.75 plus 90¢ shipping.

WINE PUBLICATIONS
96 Parnassus Rd. Berkeley 94708

N
Monthly Review
and Monthly Review Press

Happy Seventh from

Not Man Apart

environmental news from Friends of the Earth
...for a sustainable future and a liveable world...

Ten miles above our heads looms the indigo edge
of lifeless space. Ten feet below our shoes is solid,
ungiving rock.

We are Friends of the Earth, the international
citizen-based environmental organization which
reveres the gift of life on this planet and cares for its
survival; a dynamic, aggressive, politically astute
group promoting non-violent and democratic
environmentalism,

We invite you to join us.

Friends of the Earth
1045 Sansome Street
San Francisco, CA 94111

Greetings
to In These
Times

from the

Guardian

Try the other independent
weekly newspaper on the left.
For superb foreign reporting
and in-depth coverage of the
movement, the Guardian can't

Guardian =
LS. INVADES GRENADA

3 Covert mig
opposed

be beat.

Subscribe at the special low rate of just $19 for one year—3$8.50 off the regular
price. Guardian, IT, 33 West | 7th Street, New York, N.Y. 1001 1.

Nuclear War and The
Middle East Arms Race

Two Special Issues of
MERIP Reports

Rapid Deployment and Nuclear War
Christopher Paine and Michael Kiare explain US nuclear strategy and prepara-
tions for intervention in the Middle East.

The Arms Race in the Middle East
Jim Paul and Joe Stork detail the causes and consequences of arms sales to
the region. Other articies examine the arms industries of Israel and Egypt.

[] tenclose $5 for the two Reports on the Middle East arms race and nuclear war.
[1 1 enclose $13.95 for these two Reports plus the next seven issues of
MERIP Reports.

Name __ —_—

Street

City . State Zip

Send your check or money order today to: MERIP Reports (N)
PO Box 1247

New York, NY 10025

¢¢This tabloid is all about problems and promises
of elderly living, struggle against age discrimina-
tion and the wit, spirit and wisdom of the remark-
able Maggie Kuhn.??

—RALPHNADER

¢¢The only periodical with a national distribution
which speaks militantly for the elderly.??
—LIBRARY JOURNAL

YOU HAVEN'T READ THE NEWS UNLESS YOU'VE READ

Networ

O YES, I want NETWORK, the alternative bimonthly newspaper. I
enclose a check or money order in the amount of $8.00 for an individual
subscription for one year, $15.00 for institutions and libraries, and
$25.00 for foreign addresses.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Make check payable to the GRAY PANTHER PROJECT FUND. Contributions to the
PROJECT FUND are tax deductible. Mail to:

THE GRAY PANTHERS, 3635 Chestnut St., Phila., PA 19104.
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Greetings from
Loom Productions, Inc.

“The Weavers:
~ Together Again”

250 W. 57th-St.
New York, NY 10107

FILMS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE

@ California Newsreel

630 Natoma Street, San Francisco, CA 94103

Congratulations on your anniversary
from N.Y. Zoetrope

publishers of The International Running Guide, The International Cycling
Guide, Les Brown’s Encyclopedia of Television, Rail Guides to Canada and The
Shape of Rage: The Films of David Cronenberg.

N.Y. Zoetrope
Box ITT
80 E. 11th St., Suite 516
New York, NY 10003

Congratulations!
For seven years of hard work from
New Day Films

Write for our free catalog for the best in films on
social issues, feminism and history.

P.O. Box 315 Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417 (201) 891-8240

Congratulations Gref(t)lngs
KARTEMQUIN FILMS In These Times
from the producers
Lok for our new release of the film

“The Last Pullman Car”
on PBS, Winter, '84

SEEING RED

Congratulations to IN THESE TIMES

from

The Film Fund
80 E. 11th St., New York, NY 10003

Six years of grantmaking to independent films for social change.

GREETINGS FROM Stories of

The one-stop source of information American Communists
on social issue films. .
Write for details on publications,
training, consultation and membership.

208 W. 13th St.
‘ MEDIA ‘ New York, NY 10011 .
' \E-Iz(_),m( (212) 620-0877 Coming soon to a theater near you.

Congratulations
Death o our
io Fascist Insects! Seventh Revolution
Russo, Weintraub & Bellia CHICAGO WOMEN'S
oljmmestt solm e GRuphics cowLecve
(JO7) 6484004 (415 4651733 P.O. Box 25429
Chicago, IL 60625

Best Wishes
from

Hying Fish
Fiying Fish Records
1304 W. Schubert
Chicago, IL 60614
Send for free catalog

We Support In These Times
STEEL & BELLMAN, P.C.

Specializing in Civil Rights, Labor and Personal Injury

Attorneys
New York City
(212) 925-7400

Greetings

MALONE, DORFMAN
& TAUBER, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
12 East Park Ave.
Long Beach, N.Y. 1156/
(516) 432-1200
147 W. Merrick Rd.

Freeport, N.Y. 11520
(516) 379-2500

Greetings to
IN THESE TIMES .
From the a5 DanWershow

Greetings WORKERS TRUST has a
special comprehensive
Wayne Roberts Associates, Inc. group of healith, life
Pensions & Employee Benefit Plans and dental plans
Life & Disability insurance » designed by a worker-
675 Loxincton A owned, democratically
exingion Avenue
Now vore NY 10022 managed company...for
companies and
cooperatives.

Law Offices Of Lawyer
MARY MOCINE’ Seattle, 3\?2 ggtlhlgv(gol:g;t257400
JOHN PLOTZ
&
JAMES

1440 Broadway
Suite 1000
Oakland, CA 94612

’ . ° " worker-owned and democratically-managed bus-
EGGLESTON inesses. We provide our member organizations
I er O 'n with a support network to enhance their demo-

Labor Lawyers at Ar'Chitects & Planner’s | health, and dental insurance plans.

(415) 452-1300 207 W. Big Springs Road, Riverside, CA 92507 P.O. Box 11618, Eugene, OR 97440

Workers Trust is a member benefit society for

cratic workplaces and to help them control their
essential business operations, such as group life,

“In These Times” is a
member of Workers Trust.

For further information write to:
Workers Trust, Aten: Rick Koven,

Or call collect: 503-683-8176




SAlsedd Press

320 N. Damen  Chicago Hlinois 60612
(312)666-1674

iAdelanTe!

WOMEN'S
KARATE
CENTER

Rochester, NY

celebrates with
In These Times

Greetings
from

Jewish Currents
progressive monthly
Morris U. Schappes, editor

22 E. 17th St., N.Y. 10003

Subscriptions: $12/yr.

We cannot thank
the art department

at ITT. You helped

312.975.3896

you enough Dolores,
people, and everyone

make our year a Success.

GREETINGS

Kerry Tremain and Marianne Ackerman
Graphic Design '
680 Beach Street, Suite 468
San Francisco, CA 94109

Ann Tyler

Visual Design

Happy 7th

Best Wishes

RUTH PERSKY

Certified Shorthand Reporter
#5673
Los Angeles, CA
(212) 933-4341

250 West 57 Street
Suite 1311
New York, N.Y. 10107
212-582-9570
800-223-5334

The Progressive Professionals

Marazul Tours 1s a tull service travel agency. In addition to our
specialized programs to Cuba and Nicaragua, Marazul can handle
all of your travel arrangements — whether you plan to fly, take the
train, or the bus For business trips, conferences or vacation,
contact us — the progressive professionals at Marazul Tours!

Marazul Tours, Inc,

CONGRATULATIONS

Bobby Cohen
New York City

Bookstores that carry and
support

IN THESE TIMES

Guild Book
2456 N. Lincoln Avenue
Chicago, 1L. 60614

Modern Bookstore
1642 S. Blue Island
Chicago, IL 60608

Modern Times Bookstore
968 Valencia Street
San Francisco, CA 94110

Common Concerns
a unique bookstore/resource center
1347 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Talking Leaves Books
3144 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14214

The Regulator Bookshop
720 Ninth Street
Durham, NC 27705

Bookstore on West 25th
1921 W. 25th St.
Cleveland, OH 44113

Freddy’s Feed & Read
1221 Helen Avenue
Missoula, MT 59801

Hungry Mind Bookstore
. 1648 Grand Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105

Left Bank Books
92 Pike Street
Seattle, WA 98101

The Bookworks
3517 Centinela Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90066

Broadside Bookshop
247 Main Street
Northampton, MA 01060

Horizon Bookstore
517 South Goodwin
Urbana, IL. 61801

ARMADILLO & CO.
DISTRIBUTORS

VENICE, CALIFORNIA 90291

Greetings
from
The Berkshire Forum
Stephentown, NY

Greetings from
Radio Amateurs

Fred Olson,
WBAYQM
Elizabeth Brackett,
N@BCAH

Happy Anniversary
(again!)

from

Steve Mayer
& Evelyn Frank

Best Wishes to
In These Times

from
Alan & Susan Bickley

Citizens for Improvement
of Nursing Homes

Compliments

v Today's proletarian home is
filled with factory-made products
designed by artists and engineers.
So, why not have the best?
Support your local proletarian
artist and make your environment
beautifully class-conscious.

Remember: You don't have
to be a filthy capitalist to
enjoy good design!

Joanne Moss
(203) 327-2795

Commercial & Fine Art
For your home or organization

A happy seventh year to IN THESE
TIMES and thanks for making the
necessary connections of economic
justice, racial and sexual equality and
a non-nuclear future.

—Linda Mauro
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Estelle & Leo Bloch
Matthew Barton
Ed Ramthun
Quinlan J. Shea, Jr.
Gordon Fellman
Lester & Claire Goldner
Roy Stauffer
Edith Helen Monsees
Bruce Kaplan
Bruce Calder/Elspeth Revere
Nancy Schwartz
Gene H. Bell-Villada
Raoul Teilhet
Steve Schwartzman
Larry Sapadin
Donald & Joan Scott
Carol Smith
Larry Rubin

Ying Lee Kelley

Individual Greetings

Roger S. Wilson
S. Rosenblatt
Paul Bechtol
Robert Weingarten
Lynn & Burton Lane
W. Bradley Jones
Michael Ferber
Philip H. Van Gelder
Sara & Rubi Lieberman
Lawrence G. Wolf
Nina Gagnon Fendel
Norm Fruchter
H.C. Mulholland
W.F. Tyrell
Commr. Seymour Posner
Harry Hyde, Jr.
Nick S. Johnson
Emma, Hannah, Sigrid
& Bob Pollin

Greetings to my parents
Miriam & Dave Starcevic
Ken Starcevic
For a new Popular Front

Just Plain Joe '
Socialism in our time
Jim Brown
In Memory of Martin Chancey
Sally H. Chancey
Happy 7th Anniversary
Michael Paymar,
Duluth City Council
Congratulations ITT
Jrom Olympia Washington
Tim, Lisa, Kevin
ITT—Now More Than Ever
Charlie Finn
Congratulations
Clifford A. Julstrom

Claire Greensfelder

Thomas McMenamin

In These Times Sustainers

Joanne L. Moss

Charles Stephenson

Happy Seventh Anniversary from

Eric B. Decker

London, England
Michael Gregorich
Arvada, CO
Margaret Hamilton
Michigan City, IN
Stacey A. Heitzig
Arvada, CO
Steven Rosswurm
Chicago, IL
Daryl Monk
Corvallis, OR
Bill Walker
Delaware, OH
Jerry Robinett
Tucson, AZ

Dick & Mickey Flacks
Santa Barbara, CA

Jane & Bob Fessenden
Santa Cruz, CA

Andy Rogers
Los Angeles, CA

Fred Valeriote
Grosse Pointe Park, MI

Larry Wittner
Albany, NY .

William Minneman
Bloomingdale, IM

Stamford, CT
Robert J. Garman
South Bend, IN
Bruce M. Logan
Boston, MA

Bernie Jones, PhD
Denver, CO

Pete & Doris Rosenblum
New York City

Harry & Anna Rand
New York, NY

Jack Kirby
Granville, OH

Arthur Himmelman
Minneapolis, MN
Jim Ratliff
Austin, TX
Dianne Bennett &

- William Graebner
Buffalo, NY

Calvin Cahan
Austin, TX

Diane Gifford
~ Santa Cruz, CA

Marc Alan Minick
Mechanicville, NY

Donna Bird
Averill Park, NY

Brockport, NY

D. Alan Curry
Hubbard, OH

Lester Schlosberg
Chicago, IL
Maureen Kennedy
Anchorage, AK
Howard R. Cell
Wenonah, NJ
Robert Halbeisen
‘Detroit, MI
Paul Falduto
South Bend, IN

Monte L. Pearson
Arlington, MA

James J. Storrow, Jr.

New York, NY
Amelia Frank
Santa Barbara, CA
John M. Talbot
Los Angeles, CA

Charlotte Klose
Bronx, NY

Edna & Lou Pardo
Chicago, IL

Patricia Lee Woodruff

Lexington, KY

Santa Cruz, CA

Elizabeth A. Blacker
Qakland, CA

" James Curtsinger
Swink, CO
James E. Mason
Wichita, KS
Robert Munson
San Francisco, CA

Casey McKeever
Woodland, CA

Gordon Schiff
Chicago, IL
Rene Boux

Bridgeport, CT

Laverne & Frank Winn
Monmouth, ME

Clifford Trahan

River Grove, IL

Gary A. Weissman
Minneapolis, MN
Lawrence H. Geller
Philadelphia, PA

Ted Rowland
Sherman, CT

i

1

Where would we b, Wi,
ou;

ITT: ve SOUTHERN NEW HAMPSHIRE
pe af %u
CONCERT D EmocRATIC SOCIALISTS
TYPOGRAPHERS OFAMmMERICA

13 Falrhaven MHP
4 Miiford, NH 03055

Virtuoso performance on the Compugraphic

Call today for typeface portfolio
1300 W. Belmont « Chicago, IL 60657 . 472-5700

GRANITE STATE LEFT




IN THESE TIMFS NOVFMRER 16-22, 1983 23

LETTERS

In These Times is an independent newspaper committed to

democratic pluralism and to helping build a popular movement for socialism in the
United States. Our pages are open to a wide range of views on the left, both socialist
and non-socialist. Except for editorial statements appearing on the editorial page,
opinions expressed in columns and in feature or news stories are those of the author
and are not necessarily those of the editors. We welcome commerits and opinion

pieces from our readers.

How ABourt IT?

NE COULD ACCUSE ITT OF “SEC-

tarianism’’ in your reply to the let-
ter by Donald Busky (/T7, Oct. 19). I
would like to read articles about the
Socialist Labor Party (the oldest Marx-
ist organization in the U.S.), the Com-
munist Party (surely their union activ-
ities in the ’30s and ’40s merit some
praise) and an organization I really
don’t know about—the Communist
Labor Party.

Yes, each of these groups has in your
words ‘‘a small group of adherents,”’
but they are, like us, dedicated leftists.
Come on, let’s read about them, May-
be they will write about us!

~-Michae! Blumenthal
Former Chair,
Socialist Party, Los Angeles

DSA

HE REPORT BY JOHN JUDIS ON THE

Democratic Socialists of America
(DSA) convention (I7T, Oct. 26) was
unfortunately limited by what the
author found of interest. He made sev-
eral weak choices. It is inaccurate, or at
least incomplete, to describe the debate
as the reds vs. the greens. The struggle
is between persons who see the social-
ists struggle as being only a class issue
(with class largely defined as union
membership), and those who reject
such reductionism and choose to work
with the working class in its many man-
ifestations (race, gender, immigrants,
etc.). It is important for the future of
the left to debate this in a pluralistic
organization such as DSA. It is inaccu-
rate to assume that this represents pre-
vious organizational affiliations. For-
mer NAM and former DSOC people
are on both sides.

A significant event was missed in the
report. DSA became an anti-racist or-
ganization, Both parent organizations
had made efforts in this direction, but
this first DSA convention established a
constitutional 25 percent minimum
quota for Third World people on the
National Executive Committee, a
quota for Vice Chairs, and received the
first copies of the new DSA journal,
Third World Socialists, The earlier
work Women of Color by the Feminist

.Commission has been sold out and is
being reprinted. DSA had previously
established itself as a significant
socialist-feminist organization. The ad-
ditional developments of Afro-Ameri-
can, Latino, Asian Pacific, Native Am-
erican and Anti-Racism Commissions,
and their coordination led by Manning

Marable, establishes the basis for a so-

cialist organization that can reach out
to all of the working class.

~Duane Campbell

Co-Chair, DSA Anti-Racism

Commission

Sacramento, Calif.

THE ROSENBERGS
AND THE CP

S ONE OF THREE FORMER COM-

munist Party functionaries inter-
viewed by Ronald Radosh and cited in
The Rosenberg File by Radosh and
Joyce Milton presumably to cor-
roborate its conclusions, I'd like to
comment on the way the book used the
interview with me. My comments do
not bear on the guilt or innocence of

the Rosenbergs. They do bear upon
Radosh’s reliability.

I'm quoted in the book as having
told Radosh: “‘By and large, anyone
who became a spy for the Soviet Union
was completely separated from the
Party,”” The implication, plainly, is
that the Party colluded in spying and I
was aware of it. In The New York Re-
view of Books (Sept. 29), Radosh gilds
the lily: ‘‘Max Gordon gave us back-
ground on how Communists in general
who have been recruited for spying
were handled by the American CP."”’

This is precisely the opposite of what
I told Radosh in a telephone conversa-
tion in mid-1978. I did not imply that
the CP—with which I broke a quarter
century ago—had any association with
spying. In my nearly 30 years in the
Party I had never had the slightest in-
dication of any such association and
had always considered this among the
more vicious canards about the Party.

Radosh called to ask if I knew any-
thing about the Rosenberg case. I said I
had never heard of the Rosenbergs un-
til their arrest in 1950, and had no per-
sonal knowledge of them or the case.
To a more general question about Par-
ty policy toward members engaged in
espionage, I responded that I knew of
no association between the party and
espionage and I doubted it existed.

Radosh then posed a hypothetical
question: supposing a Party member
did become a Soviet spy, would he be
separated from the Party? Having es-
tablished that I had never heard of
such a case, I responded that I would
presume so. This abstract speculation,
expressly unrelated to any knowledge
or experience, is transformed in the
book into a contrived quotation infer-
ring Party collusion in espionage and
my awareness of it.

In further speculative chit-chat,
Radosh and I agreed that the Soviet
Union no doubt recruited non-Com-
munists as spies, and that a dedicated
Soviet sympathizer in the Party might
volunteer his services to the Russians,
particularly under World War II cir-
cumstances. But my speculations about
hypothetical situations were no more
informed than those who had never
been close to the Party. Yet the book
uses these speculations with a spurious
authority to prop up its case against the
Rosenbergs.

The book also surmises that the
Communist Party came to the Rosen-
bergs’ defense only after it was con-
vinced they would not talk. This makes
no sense. In the book’s terms, Party
failure to come to their defense would
tend to discourage their presumed re-
sistance; nor was there any way the
Party could be convinced they would
not talk as execution day approached.
I’m cited in the book, accurately in this
case, as telling Radosh about Manny
Bloch’s pleading with me to enlist The
Daily Worker in the Rosenbergs’ de-
fense and responding that the decision
had to come from the Party. Discus-
sions on the matter suggested that Par-
ty leaders—as Cedric Belfrage put it in
Something to Guard—were ‘‘too pre-
occupied and threatened by [their] own
trials’’ to come to the Rosenbergs’ de-
fense. The leadership was then expect-
ing the Party to be outlawed and was
immersed in preparing for this.

Reflecting Radosh’s current extreme
anti-Communist animus, the book
engages in some free-wheeling conjec-
tures about the CP’s, and the world
communist movement’s reason for
joining the Rosenberg campaign. Em-

phasis is placed on an alleged intent to
divert attention from the Slansky execu-
tions in Prague in December, 1952.
Again Belfrage’s recollection, which
parallels my own, is rather more accur-
ate: the campaign became too big for
any left group to stay out of it. My rec-
ollection is that the extraordinary re-
sponse to Bill Reuben’s series on the
case in The National Guardian, during
the summer and fall of 1951, triggered
the Party’s entry, well before the Slan-
sky trials, amid considerable self-criti-
cism for having failed to come in earlier.
Once the Party, with its then-shrink-
ing membership of 40,000 to 45,000,
threw itself into the campaign, it was
instrumental in developing a high-pow-
ered committee to mobilize communist
parties and others abroad, as it had
done in the Scottsboro defense. Com-
'munists abroad responded with alac-
rity to this clearly perceived Cold War
struggle. Much in the Communist Par-
ty’s conduct generally merits criticism,
even condemnation. But it is neither
necessary nor helpful to distort history
or interviews, in order to shape it to
personal and social paranoias.

As noted earlier, my comments are .

confined to a few areas where I was
personally involved. None of it bears
on whether or not the Rosenbergs par-

ticipated in espionage. —Max Gordon

New York, N.Y.

WHATIS
LIBERATION?

ECENT LETTER WRITERS SUGGEST

that you cover the ‘““men’s libera-
tion movement” (I77, Oct. 19). As
long as the men’s movement changes
only men’s personalities, I urge IT7T
not to cover such excuses to avoid fight-
ing women’s oppression by men. Men
do have the ‘‘visible power’’ the letter
writer suggests, and they must use it to
stop their fellow men from doing vio-
lence to us women. Until then, please
continue to spare me stories about how
men have learned to cry.

Also, Sheryl Larson’s piece on Jap-
anese fashion (/T7, Oct. 19) makes no
sense to me. How can a model made to
look like a battered woman via “‘lips
stained a color resembling a four-day-
old bruise and the head wrapped with
scarves the way a nurse bandages some-
one suffering from a bullet to the
brain’’ look “‘futuristic’’?! This is not,
as Larson suggests, a ‘‘liberating atti-
tude.”’ This is a celebration of the beat-
ing, bruising and shooting of women.
This is pornography.

It further appears that in Japanese

fashion women models become the ul-
timate object: ‘““A rack on which to
hang a Miyake design.”” Women’s bod-
ies are no longer seen even as objects.
Now we are not seen at all (*‘why not
make [the clothes] the focus of atten-
tion instead of the body?”’). This is
thought to be ‘‘a vision that for years
has been sorely lacking in fashion.”’
—Maria Pastoor
St. Paul, Minn.

Sheryl Larson replies: I assume Pas-
toor has not seen the film The Road
Warrior. Otherwise, she would know
that the “‘futuristic’’ look to which 1
refer could also be called post-nuclear
holocaust chic. A quick perusal of re-
cent magazines turns up fashion spreads
in which the models look as if they’ve
Jjust experienced a nuclear attack. This
trend has been apparent for several
Sfashion seasons. Unfortunately, I did
not have the space to comment on it.

But apparently Pastoor did not read
the article very carefully. If she had, she
would have noticed that after I describe
the way the fashion magazines choose
to present the Japanese designs, I write:
‘“Japanese experiments such as the ones
described above end up looking over-
done, silly and immediately expend-
able.

It is also unfortunate she believes 1
was implying that Japanese designs
make women the “‘ultimate. object.”’
Quite the contrary. Many of the loose
and layered Japanese designs offer the
woman wearer increased freedom of
movement and draw less attention to
the body—something that I contend
““has been sorely lacking in fashion for
Years.”’

CORRECTION

In the October 26 issue of In These
Times featuring a story by our South
African correspondent Jan Pager we
misidentified Nana Mahomo of the
AFL-CIO’s African American Labor
Center. The identification should have
read: ‘‘In the South African press Ma-
homo has been reported to be linked to
the CIA.”” We regret the error. |

Editor’s note: Please try to keep letters
under 250 words in length. Otherwise
we may have to make drastic cuts,
which may change what you want to
say. Also, if possible, please type and
double-space letters—or at least write
clearly and with wide margins.
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