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NBA

Draft helps
rich get richer

By Lester Rodney

When the National Basketball
Association'(NBA) holds its an-
nual draft of college players, the
teams draft in the inverse order
of finish, from" best to worst.
This is in order to maintain a lit-
tle balance in the league, to keep
the rich from getting richer and
the poor from getting poorer. Of
the 23 NBA teams, the three
weakest as of this writing are
Cleveland, Indiana and San Di-
ego. At least their fans can look
forward to acquiring the cream
of the college crop for next year,
right?

Wrong. Dallas, a successful
team, traded for Cleveland's first
round pick, giving up journey-
man Mike Bratz, who's not even

with Cleveland any more. And
Cleveland fans are supposed to
maintain an interest in the Cava-
liers. Indiana? The contending
Portland club owns their first
round pick, acquired for backup
center Tow Owen, who is not
even in the league any more. And
the champion 76ers hold San
Diego's first round pick, the re-
sult of a trade for Lloyd Free,
not quite such an absurd steal,
but bad enough. Free isn't with
the Clippers any more either.

Nor is there anything new
about this year's first round draft
farce. It happens all the time as
inept businessmen who buy a pro
sports franchise for vanity and
don't know doodly about the
game are gleefully bilked by the
smarter organizations.

Biggest heist of all was the Los

Angeles Lakers sending over-the-
hill guard GaitGoodrich to New
Orleans for three top df aft picks,
one of which brought them Mag-
ic Johnson. Even if Goodrieh
had been in his prime, a 6'1"
guard is hardly the kind of player
who can turn a franchise around,
No knowledgeable fan of high
school age would have given bet-
ter than a number two for Good-
rich. The deal gutted and finally
wrecked the New Orleans fran-
chise. Cleveland, basically a
good sports city, has been teeter-
ing on the edge of similar NBA
disaster due to just that combina-
tion of owner stupidity and unre-
strained cupidity by the smart
ones. Would you believe the
championship Los Angeles Lak-
ers two years ago adding first
pick James Worthy to their ros-
ter in exchange for having sent
Don Ford (he's gone) to Cleve-
land? Or the Boston Celtics add-
ing number one pick Larry Bird
as the reward for sending M.L.
Carr to the then struggling De-
troit Pistons? (Carr is back with
the Celtics as a sub.)

What could the NBA do about
all this? Short of that happy day
when the fans who support a pro-
fessional team have something to
say about who is allowed to own
the team, the league could partly
restore the original intent of the
draft by simply prohibiting any
team from trading away its first
draft choice. That would protect
a franchise and the fans and play-

ers from owners who know little *
about basketball, and from own-
ers trying for a quick shpft-term
attendance fix at the expense of
the team's future.

No charge, NBA. It would
really work. Poll the paying cli-
entele in the cities with chronic
losers and get an earful.

•
Super thought
and Super Bowl.
In These Times senior editor
John Judis, a closet sports fan,
reminds us that during the 1982
pro football player strike, the
two teams most united behind
the strike, with the most promi-
nent strike leaders, and the own-
ers most favorably disposed to
the players' demands were the
Raiders and the Redskins, who
wound up in the Super Bowl.
(Gene Upshaw and Mark Mur-
phy were the player strike lead-
ers.) The two teams least united
behind the strike? The disap-
pointing Dallas Cowboys and
San Diego Chargers. (Cowboy
quarterback White was viewed as
a company fink by some of the
players, and Charger quarter-
back Fouts was loudly opposed
to the strike and ready to play for
a scab team.)

•Judis, who works in Washing-
ton, D.C., and has observed the
Georgetown basketball team,
disagrees with my prediction that
the Hoyas will win the NCAA

championship; he thinks they
won't even make the final four. 1
like what I've seen of George-
town on the tube, pulling away
impressively from strong Neva-
da-Los Vegas and Syracuse on
the road, and I'll stick with the
hunch, though picking the
NCAA tournament winner has
to be the wildest guessing game in
all of sportsdom. North Caro-
lina—loaded and beautifully
coached—could obviously breeze
right on through without losing a
thing (or get bumped off in the
first round). Anyone who is cer-

Trading draft
picks is a
short-term
attendance fix
for greedy,
know-nothing
team owners.
tain Houston, Kentucky, Illinois,
Ray Meyer's last DePaul team or
even obnoxious Bobby Knight's
improving Indianans can't jell in
time to supply the final net-cut-
ting act at Seattle's Kingdome in
March knows something this
humble observer doesn't. •

Hero
Continued from page 13
bloc" based upon a labor move-
ment that has regained—in pre-
cisely the context described in
Working Class Hero—a class
struggle perspective and that
reaches out to the new social
movements (minorities, women,
environmentalists) that are "ob-
jectively aligned in opposition to
the dominant neo-liberal and
conservative fractions of capi-
tal." Is that pie in the sky? I think
not. In September 1981, at the
Solidarity Day demonstration in
Washington, something like
Aronowitz' "new political bloc"
was assembled—but it did not go
anywhere, and it was never mob-
ilized again. Yet there was proof
that a decisive call for such a
mobilization would be answered.

But if that is to happen there
must be a flowering of the intel-
lectual life of the working class.
My impression—gained in part
from teaching young men and
women from union families—is
that the "organic intellectuals"
from the traditional working
class have been weakened be-
cause of the availability of col-
lege education (itself a very real
social gain). At the same time,
the stratum of middle class in-
tellectuals who identified with
the unions decreased for a variety
of reasons (a superficial, ultra-
leftist hostility to the actual or-
ganizations of actual workers be-
ing one of them). As a result, at a

time when labor desperately
needs debate and discussion—
new departures in both theory
and practice—there is not much
going on.

That makes Stanley Arono-
witz' new book doubly impor-
tant. It asks the right questions,
even when it gives flawed an-
swers. And more often than hot,
the questions and answers are ex-
cellent and the analysis of the
new situation is fresh and stimu-
lating. One can only hope that
Working Class Hero does not re-
main a lonely individual accom-
plishment, that it is the beginning
of a new working-class intellec-
tual life with enormous practical
relevance. •
Michael Harrington is co-chair
of Democratic Socialists of
America. ______

Games
Continued from page 16
ter how skillfully the video wiz-
ard presses the buttons.

These computerized games of
death are a way both of fulfilling
a fear of nuclear death and of
comforting the player at the
same time: they are ways of
"feeling" and "handling" the
unthinkable. While they remov-
ed from nuclear warfare the
distance and remoteness it has
assumed in our society, they also
allow the fake warrior to wit-
ness, and therefore survive, the
end of the world. e

This sort of game, or its evolu-
tion, was not inherent in the

technology itself. It could, and
in the case of home video games
still does, produce other pat-
terns. In fact, the first arcade
video games did not deal with
total warfare. "Pong" (1972)
was a duel between two paddles
and had to be played with a part-
ner. "Sea-Wolf" (1976) was an
update of the old submarine per-
iscope games of yesteryear, with
the player as the hunter and not
the hunted.

"Space War" in 1977 brought
a battle to the center of the
screen for the first time, but the
conclusion was not foreclosed:
your money, not your skill,
bought time, and you could fin-
ish without losing anything other
than your shirt. Only in 1978,
when "Space Invaders," intro-
duced from Japan by the Mid-
way Company, hit the U.S., did
video games become big busi-
ness. The player had been turned
into a victim, remaining trapped
in the role ever since.

Non-war video games also
play out the same situation of
death and loss. Those which
have as a theme a voyage or a res-
cue, and a less bleak ecology
("Frogger," "Donkey Kong,"
"Crazy Climber"), have crea-

tures who are playing for time in
a game they are sure to lose—de-
fenseless people relying on their
quickness and agility to sidestep
the menacing, overwhelming
world.

A similar picture emerges
from the maze games, the most
famous of which is "Pac-Man."
Here, the victim, caught in a
labyrinth that resembles a claus-
trophobic marketplace, is con-
stantly transformed from hunter
to hunted and back again,
switching back and forth in this
subordinate/dominant role ac-
cording to the amount of energy
available. This sort of game gives
us an image, not only of the
nuclear predicament, but of a
paranoid, violent world where
we do not control the decisions
that might lead to our destruc-
tion, because we do not, to be
quite frank, control anything
very important in our lives.

Computerized games, there-
fore, give back what the player
has lost in society: some degree
of participation—twisted, vi-
carious and tangled as it may
be—in the preservation of the
player's own existence. This game

warns players that they are
doomed and insecure and, at the
same time, it tells them that,
meanwhile, they must hustle, be
suspicious, breed quick reflexes
and go it alone. Like all mass en-
tertainment, the video game
helps its clients to play out their
anxieties and identify them with-
out having to acknowledge the
loneliness, the hostility, the
grinding terror inside.

The game, however, is not that
innocent. The U.S. children of
the '50s who were harrowed by
subterranean visions of extinc-
tion and who had to live through
the air-raid drills of the Cold
War, are the ones who have in-
vented the buttons on today's
games. Many of the youngsters
frantically playing today's video
games may be in charge of to-
morrow's real buttons. In fact,
people who live life as a video
game may, heaven and Pac-Man
help us, be in charge of those
weapons right now. •
Translation, adaptation and or-
iginal English-language material
©1983 by Pluto Press. Reprinted
by permission of Pantheon
Books.

BEQUESTS
When drafting your will
please consider making a
bequest to In These Times.
For information contact:
Felicity Bensch, 1300 W. Belmont,
Chicago, !L 60657
(312)472-5700.

SYLVIA by Nicole Hollander

Use the calendar to announce con-
ferences, lectures, films, events, etc.
The cost is $20.00 for one inser-
tion, $30.00 for two insertions and
$15.00 for each additional insert,
for copy of 50 words or less (addi-
tional words are 50<t each). Payment
must accompany your announce-
ment, and should be sent to the
attention of Kirby Mittelmeier.

C H I C A G O , I L

March 1

PSR Chicago's March Chapter meet-
ing will be on "Public Speaking for
PSR: Beyond the Medical Model." It
will be held Thursday, March 1, at
6:30 p.m. in the AB Dick Auditorium
at Rush Medical Center, 1750 W.
Harrison. Everyone is welcome and
urged to participate in this lively dis-
cussion.

March 4
The Wayne State film Talking about
Women Workers will be shown at

YMCA, 5256 N. Broadway at 2:00
p.m., with discusion following; admis-
sion free. This is the first of a series
of film discussions planned by Indus-
trial Workers of the World. For info
call IWW at 549-5045.
March 18
Performances for Peace presents Ir-
ving llmer, violist and violinist, and
William Dresden, pianist, in a special
benefit concert at Wellington Avenue
Church, 615 W. Wellington, at 2:30
p.m. Call 663:1781 for tickets and in-
formation.

S A C R A M E N T O , C A

March 11
WAND (Women's Action for Nuclear
Disarmament) presents Dr. Helen Cal-
dicott and Dr. William Caldicott speak-
ing on: "1984—The Most Important
Year of Our Lives" Sunday, 10:00
a.m. at Sacramento City College,
3835 Freeport Blvd. Tickets: $3.50,
SCC Business Office, or call (916)
451-2524 days; (916) 456-2040 eves.
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Jesse
Continued from page 9
of social justice. A nation 53 percent fe-
male ought to afford an equal rights
amendment for women. After all, his
wife is a woman, his mother is a woman,
his daughter, his aunt.

Also, the government ought to have
some responsibility to protect steel and
agriculture. If you become dependent on
foreign sources of steel, you can have
your industrial base zapped. If you be-
come dependent on foreign sources of
food, your nation can starve.

In the past decade, the Democratic
Party has been torn apart by conflicts be-
tween groups in the Rainbow Coalition
and the old guard, with some of them be-
ing drawn into the conservative camp
over issues like busing, affirmative action
and integration.

The old wineskin must expand and
make room for the new wine. It does not
have to crack and split. You have a new
generation of people who want to partici-
pate in the Democratic Party and not go
to a third party. If the Party is wise
enough to accommodate the majority of
Democrats, it will win.
Under what conditions would you give
up hope on the Democrats and support
another party?
I don't want to project that. I'm not in-
clined to support a third party. Making
the Democratic Party more effective is a
legitimate goal on the one hand and re-
moving the repressive Reagan regime is a
legitimate goal on the other. We have to

delicately balance those two concerns.
Do you see some permanent political ar-

'• rangement emerging out of the Rainbow
Coalition?
It could very well be. Just as labor has an
identity that grows out of converging in-
terests of its members, the Rainbow has
an identity that grows out of the interests
of its members. The Rainbow is progres-
sive in its politics, inclusive in its politics.
It intentionally goes out of its way to pull
people together across lines. It's a school
of thought.
If you don't win the nomination, what do
you want to achieve?
Delegates lose their role in July. The
Rainbow continues. The struggle for cor-
porate accountability will continue, pres-
sure on the Defense Department to end
waste and fraud and abuse and the rising
danger—these dimensions of the Rain-
bow's life will serve notice on members of
Congress, governors, those who would be
president.
What do you think of Mondale?
I think instinctively he's a liberal and sen-
sitive on social issues, cautious and trad-
itional on foreign policy, but beyond that
you must also judge a man by the com-
pany he keeps. This kinship with organ-
ized labor and unwillingness to challenge
organized labor is a matter of great im-
portance, because labor's record is not a
progressive one relative to exclusionary
practices on blacks, Hispanics and wom-
en. Also, labor looks at Poland quite dif-
ferently from South Africa. Yet both
governments impose martial law, break
unions and arrest leaders. Lane Kirkland
went along with the Grenada invasion.
Mondale could never quite make up his
mind whether it was right or wrong.

We were demonstrating against the
war in Vietnam in the '60s. Mond^e was
supporting it. We went to the coJtwdntion
in 1968 in Chicago. Mondale was coat-
tailing Humphrey with [Mayor Richard
J.] Daley forces. Last year Mondale came
to Chicago to campaign against Harold
Washington and went back to get [Alder-
man Edward] Vrdolyak's endorsement.
Mondale has been on the board of Con-
trol Data, which set up the computer net-
work of South Africa's secret police
agency. So his relations with Control
Data and South Africa, the Vietnam war,
the Grenada situation, the late response
to American military involvement in Leb-
anon, no challenge whatsoever to Israel
in invading Lebanon, using ostensibly de-
fensive American weapons for offensive
purposes—these are matters he'll have to
sharpen up on.

• • •Jackson has his own handicaps. In his
eyes, they are mainly "an historical asso-
ciation with a movement [for civil rights]
that was perceived to be narrowly focused
but was actually broadly focused," bene-
fiting poor whites, Hispanics and even
businesses. Jackson laments he is still re-
ferred to as a "black leader," implying a
narrow base. But, he says, "these [col-
lege] kids that follow me today obligate
me to speak to and for them as well as for
black and Hispanic students."

Jackson's evangelical preacher style,
much as it inspires, makes some older
New Hampshire residents uncomforta-
ble. "For New Hampshire it's a little bit
of a rousy-rousy approach," observed
Ham Chase, a civil engineer who has liv-
ed in Keene for 30 years. "But we can go
for this. He's saying things that have to
be said. He appeals to the better things of
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people and doesn't cut anybody out. All
this nice eloquence is good. They need
some enthusiasm. I like Mondale as a
political figure, but Mondale has all the
votes he needs. I would much rather give
my vote to this guy."

"Don't throw away your conscience,"
McGovern advised Iowa voters in the Des
Moines Register debate. His strong show-
ing there with a shoestring campaign sug-
gests many heeded him. Jackson is the
beneficiary of much of that sentiment in
New Hampshire. "With Mondale out
front," said retired city planner Joan
Cobb, "it leaves us freer to vote our con-
science."

Jackson's campaign in New Hamp-
shire started with a small core of environ-
mentalists. Then the national campaign
hired a number of ACORN organizers to
run the operation. Many chapters of AC-
ORN, a national federation of low-
income organizing projects, have endors-
ed Jackson, and preliminary results of a
poll of members showed Jackson with 56
percent support, Mondale up with 30 per-
cent—shy of the three-fourths needed for
organizational endorsement.

Jackson has clearly succeeded in three
major tasks in New Hampshire. He has
made it clear he is not a candidate for
blacks only. He has shown that even in
this conservative state there is a strong
left-liberal vote. And he has demonstrat-
ed that with the right strategy and the
will, Democrats can bring into their fold
large numbers of the politically disaffect-
ed, both white and black.

"After Reagan's flood," Jackson told
the audience in Keene, "we must see the
sign of the rainbow." Pot of gold at the
end or not, it has certainly brightened the
wintry political landscape. •

CLASSIFIED
P U B L I C A T I O N S

RIDE THE RAILWAYS of the World!
—From Siberia to Spain, India to Swit-
zerland, discover the thrill ot modern
train travel with The International
Railway Traveler. Sample $3.50. Bi-
monthly subscription $15. IRT, Box
35067, Dept. I, Louisville, KY 40232.

ALCATRAZ 2. Aleixandre, Bukowski,
Cardenal, Cortazar, Pavese, Major,
Kirsch, Alegria, Drachler, Coleman,
Herrera, Mackey, Nettelbeck, Blazek,
Fisher, Olds, and many more. "Vigor-
ous populist/surrealist/political art."—
Exquisite Corpse. 300 pages. $8 (plus
$1 postage and handling) from Alca-
traz Editions, 354 Hoover Road, Santa
Cruz, CA 95065.

H E L P W A N T E D

THE INSTITUTE FOR FOOD AND
DEVELOPMENT POLICY is seeking
an OUTREACH COORDINATOR for its
Right to Eat in Central America
Campaign. Responsibilities include:
developing and coordinating educa-
tional campaign aimed at increasing
opposition to U.S. intervention in the
region, networking with a variety of
national organizations, writing promo-
tional materials, and serving as a
spokesperson. $17,500, plus medical
and child benefits. Send resume, writ-
ing sample, and a letter indicating rea-
sons for applying to: Search Commit-
tee, IFDP, 1885 Mission St., San Fran-
cisco, CA 94103. Third World people
are especially encouraged to apply.

DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS OF
AMERICA seeks a financial manager.
Responsibilities: budgeting, fundrais-
ing, accounting, financial reports for
national organization including two
field offices. Membership in DSA de-
sirable but not necessary. Salary:
$14,000 +benefits. Send resume to:
Personnel Committee, DSA, 853

Broadway, Rm. 801, New York, NY
10003

IN THESE TIMES is looking for an
ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR. Three
days a week, salaried position. Lay-
out, design experience necessary, il-
lustration desirable. Send resume by
March 1 to: Miles DeCoster, In These
Times, 1300 W. Belmont, Chicago, IL
60657.

UNION ORGANIZER. District 65,
UAW is hiring a full-time permanent
organizer for its Chicago office. Or-
ganizing office and social service
workers. Union experience preferred
or other organizing experience. Salary
negotiable, full benefits. Resume to:
D65, UAW, 53 W. Jackson, Suite 1226,
Chicago, IL 60604. Deadline: March
9, 1984.

EXPERIENCED FUNDRAISER wanted
for national peace organization. De-
velop fundraising program, grant writ-
ing, special events, large donor solici-
tation, work with affiliates and com-
mittee. Media skills helpful. Commit-
ment to disarmament, ending inter-
vention, safe energy, economic jus-
tice essential. Salary: $12-14,300,
negotiable. Health insurance. Write:
Mobilization for Survival, 853 Broad-
way, Rm. 2109, New York, NY 10003.
Deadline: March 25.

GOVERNMENT JOBS. $16,559-
50,553/year. Now hiring. Your area.
Call (805) 687-6000, Ext. R-2440.

DIRECTOR, Pacifica Program Service/
Radio Archive. Plans, develops, imple-
ments, manages all phases of radio
archive and program distribution ser-
vice. Must have strong management,
writing, development, and financial
skills. Salary $18-22,000 plus benefits.
Deadline: March 9, 1984. Send res-
ume to Director Search, Pacifica
Radio, 5316 Venice Blvd., Los Ange-
les, CA 90019. EOE/AA

Association for
Staff opening in NYC for member-
ship recruitment and fund raising.
Someone who can increase member-
ship from 2,500 to 4,000 in one year by
recruiting a national network of volun-
teer coordinators through telephone,
correspondence, some evening phone
work, occasional travel, carefully
selected bulk mailings.

Job requires unqualified dedication
to civil liberties, initiative, energy.

Union Democracy
Labor experience helpful, especially
when combined with maximum of hard
work and minimum of luncheon con-
templation. Successful fund raising
experience very helpful. Talent for
motivating others. This is a challenge
for the right person. That is, this is not
an easy job. Start at $13M Do not
phone but write to 30 Third Avenue.
Brooklyn, NY 11217.

T R A V E L

AFRICA: EAST AND WEST—Kenya
and Senegal. Tour with noted profes-
sor of African History. July 26 to Aug-
ust 14. $2,560 includes air from New
York, meals, lodging. Intentional
Travel, 209 Damron Drive, N. Man-
chester, IN 46962. (219) 982-4687.

E D U C A T I O N

WANT TO CHANGE THE WORLD?
Gain analytical and citizen advocacy
skills, policy expertise, and practical
experience for social change in a
small, unique, Boston-based M.A. Pro-
gram in Public Policy & Citizen Partici-
pation, Tufts University, Medford, MA
02155.

A T T E N T I O N

MOVING? Let In These Times be the
first to know. Send us a current label
from your newspaper along with your
new address. Please allow 4-6 weeks
to process the change. Send to: In
These Times, Circulation Dept., 1300
W. Belmont, Chicago, IL 60657.

P E R S O N A L

NEW CREDIT CARD! Nobody re-
fused! Also Visa/Mastercard. Call

(805) 687-6000, Ext. C-2440.

V O L U N T E E R S

ITT needs volunteers in the Business
Dept. Gain political/practical exper-
ience in a stimulating environment.
Work a four-hour shift once a week.
Benefits include staff subscription
rates, ping-pong. Call Kathleen at
472-5700.

_______FILMS_______

FILMS: "AMERICA FROM HITLER to

A N N O U N C I N G
TWO NEW DISCUSSION PAPERS FROM
THE ALLIANCE
AGAINST WOMEN'S
OPPRESSION

not For Women Only: A Critique or (he "Femhiizatiofl of Poverty"

3 aSsm In The Women'1 MoientenU Anli-tapertatist Polite Detailed

MaJ afci w AAW/O. The yfotnen's Blag
3543 I8th Street
San Frarxiico. CA 94110

MODERN 'ASIATIC' DESPOTISM
masquerading in communist

workers' ideology
A comparative study of Soviet
and ancient 'Asiatic' societies;

a Marxist critique of Marx.

400 pp., 10 maps, Index of Concepts
Cloth bound, $13 - Paper, $6

IDEAS, 8649 Springfield Ave.,
La Mesa, California 92041

M-X." about American first strike pol-
icies—shocking information on USA's
political role since 1920s; and "We
Are the Guinea Pigs"; anti-war docu-
mentaries (color-90 min.) by Parallel
Films, 314 W. 91st St., New York,
NY 10024, (212) 580-3888. Rental,
sales, video/16mm. Award-winning
Moscow Film Festival; U.S.A. Hous-
ton Festival, etc.

STUDY SPANISH
IN NICARAGUA

Learn about the revolution.
Year round programs.

Call 212-949-4126 or write to
Casa Nlcaraguense de Espanol

70 Greenwich Ave., Rm. 559
New York, NY 10011

The American Atheist
a magazine of reason, news and thought.
Religion is the problem, not the answer.
We point out non-sense and irrational
ideas in media, science, education, govern-
ment, religion and culture.

1-year sub $25; sample copy $1.
AMERICAN ATHEISTS

Box 2117, Austin, TX 78768.2117

AUTHORS WANTED
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manu-
scripts of all types: fiction, non fiction, poetry,
juvenile, scholarly and religious works, etc. New
authors welcomed Send tor tree booklet Z-89
Vantage Press. 516 W 34th St.. New York. N.Y.
10001 U.S.A.

In These Times Classified Ads
Grab Attention
...and work like your own sales force. Your message will reach 67,000
responsive readers each week. (72% made a mail order purchase last
year.) ITT classics deliver a big response for a little cost.

Word Rates:

70c per word / 1 or 2 issues
65c per word / 3-5 issues
60c per word / 6-9 issues
55c per word /10-19 issues
50« per word / 20 or more issues

Display Inch Rates:

$19 per inch / 1 or 2 issues
$18 per inch / 3-5 issues
$17 per inch / 6-9 issues
$15 per inch / 10-19 issues
$13 per inch / 20 or more issues

All classified advertising must be prepaid. Telephone and POB numbers
count as two words; abbreviations and zip codes as one. Advertising
deadline is Friday, 12 days before the date of publication. All issues are
dated on Wednesday.

IN THESE TIMES Classified Advertising,
Chicago, IL 60657. (312) 472-5700.

1300 W. Belmont Ave.
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'omeplace you've never
even heard of is suddenly in
the news, and you find
yourself staring glumly at the
"Troublestan at a Glance" box
in the New York Times. What I
need, you say to yourself, is
an "at a glance" box that
answers my kind of questions.
What you need is World View
1984, edited by Francois
Geze, Yves Lacoste and
Alfredo Valladao, the French-
based publication now in its
second year as an English-
language version of a year-
book offering "an alternative,
critical view of the world."
Most useful are its short,
punchy and analytic articles
on major issues—international
trade, for example—and its
debates on such topics as the
Palestinian state question and
the New International Informa-
tion Order (the ostensible
grounds for our huffy pullout
from UNESCO). Sometimes
the articles answer questions
you never would have thought
to ask. There are pieces on
sex tours of Southeast Asia,
on how bank; <>s
and on mystical religion n
Brazil. An innovative section
on culture includes articles on

;ist fiction, Japanese
comics and the following
excerpt, an analysis of video
games as nuclear culture by
culture critic Ariel Dorfman's
(author of The Empire's Old
Clothes). —PatAufderheideVM

I

By Ariel Dorfman

«

A
S THE VIDEO GAME
craze spread across
the U.S., parents
complained of coins
vanishing and doc-

diagnosed new ailments, l ike
"joystick hand" and "asteroids
finger." Some towns prohibited
the coin-op games; others issued
ordinances regarding age limits
and the times that arcades
should close; and certain coun-
tries even forbade the entertain-
ment as pernicious.

The Amusement Game Manu-
facturers of America, however,
did not complain. In the midst
of the recession they reported
that 32 billion 25-cent coins had

:n played into the machines
during 1982. In fact, until E.T.'s
phenomenal success saved the
"ilm industry, video games had

:en the year's top money-spin-
ier in entertainment, ahead of

movies and records.
With such profits to be had, it

is not strange that many justifi-
cations have appeared for video
games. Educational consultants
find them a means of acquiring
computer literacy; behavioral

:ientists speak of "interacting
•ith the technology of the

future" and "confidence build-
ing"; psychologists point out
that kids are working out their
aggressions on the games rather
than spending their money on
drugs, and that unathletic youths
can use the games to acquire
status with their peers.

Many of these explanations
are probably true, but they do
not account, by themselves, for
the games' popularity. There
may be another explanation.
Video games in their present
form would be inconceivable if
the world did not have the means
to blow itself to pieces—because
the same computer technology
that spawned real missiles with
warheads also spawned those
mock missiles with psychedelic
flares on the screen.

I

Video games imitate the strat-
jegy, the targeting, the jargon of
line "war games" played in real
rooms by real adults in uniform,

reported that the
[Pentagon has been using ver-
[sions of video games as training
[devices.) However, the relation-
[ship is deeper: electronic games
I are the product of a society
[where apocalypse is possible.
[Though the scenes on the screens
[supposedly occur in faraway
[constellations where indefinable
[aliens are opponents, they are
[really ways of acting out, at an-
other level, the nuclear predica-

Iment.
This is overtly so only in

["Missile Command," a game
where the player must defend six

[U.S. cities (in a more "inter-
national" version, "Red Alert,"
there are five foreign cities plus
New York), with a final annihil-
ation by a mushrooming of
clouds as the words "the end"
flash on a spasmodic farewell.
other games, though the a!i
may have an extraterrestrial
name, the result and the process

'Defender," "Omega Race,"
["Galaxians," the triangle, the
humanoid, the ship are ult i-
mately melted, vaporized and

[ zapped out of existence no mat-
Continued on page 14
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