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“That word is ‘September,’*
said the young woman behind
the counter of a poster shop on
Nevsky Prospekt, the main boy-
levard in Leningrad. She pointed
to a series of cyrillic letters at
the base of a poster depicting a
young school girl with a bouquet
of flowers. *‘September is when
children begin school.”’

“And what about this up
here?" 1 asked, gesturing at a
short paragraph next to the girl
with the flowers.

“That is, well, it tells of a new
law that was passed making
peace the first lesson for children
just starting school,” she ex-
plained. ‘“You see, the teacher
will start the class by writing the
word ‘mir,’ that’s peace in Rus-
sian, on the board. She then ex-
plains the word and it becomes

the first word the children learn |
0 spell.”
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the same Russians my president
regularly warns me about? The
ones who will stop at nothing to
sSecure control over the *‘free
world’’? Something is wrong
here, I thought. This can’t be the
Same country that the U.S. has
tens of thousands of nuclear mis-
siles targeted at. Well, it was and
many times during the 25 days [
spent with 120 other Americans
in the Soviet Union this summer |

warheads of indescribable de-
structive force were aimed direct-
ly at'me,

The tour, which has become
an annual event, was called the
Volga Peace Cruise, It was so
named because of a 10-day ex-
cursion down the Volga River
aboard the M.S. Alexander
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