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Adverts for the movement: The Central American Education Project (CAEP) is taking on the
Reagan administration with Madison Avenue advertising techniques. Gleen Ruga, a graphic artist and
one of CAEP's founders, explains the rationale behind the volunteer ad agency this way: "People are
used to seeing not very professionally produced literature on Central America. But if people were to
see professionally produced ads in the media they would take the issue much more seriously. It
would give the issues more credibility in the public's eye, especially a public that is used to getting so
much of its information through the media and through advertising." CAEP has recently produced
one TV, two radio and three newspaper ads. If you or your organization is interested in CAEP's proj-
ect, write for a free brochure or send $5—for a sample ad packet that includes a price list/order form
and media guide—to CAEP, 47 East Street, Hadley, MA 01035.

Contras kill
freedom fighter
/ plan to keep working in progres-
sive Third World countries a while
longer, like many more years. Even
though I often want to throw in the
towel, overwhelmed with the prob-
lems of work and life, it's not often
that one can say one is doing the
right thing. I know I am. Somehow
I will overcome the problems and
pressures.

-Benjamin Under
(1959-1987)

Last week in northern Nicaragua
the U.S.-backed contras claimed
Benjamin Linder as their first North
American victim. Linder, a 27-year-
old Oregon native, was killed by
contra grenades on April 28 as he
was planning a hydroelectric dam
in rural Jinotega province. The con-
tras also killed two Nicaraguans,
Paulo Rosales and Sergio Hernandez.

Linder, a mechanical engineer,
had been working since 1983 with
a group called the Nicaragua Ap-
propriate Technology Project
(NICAT) to help bring electricity to
rural .Nicaragua.

Friends described Linder as deep-
ly committed to helping people. One
associate, Peter Stricher, recalled
that Linder juggled and rode a uni-
cycie to entertain Nicaraguan chil-
dren. Stricher told In These Times
that Linder knew he was in danger
from the contras, but believed that
"if he was to be intimidated by them,
they would have won the battle."

In 1986 Linder had been a plaintiff
in a lawsuit brought against the U.S.
government by the Center for Con-
stitutional Rights (CCR) that ar-
gued that by supporting the con-
tras, the government was putting
Linder and other U.S. citizens work-
ing in Nicaragua in imminent danger.
The suit was dismissed last Feb-
ruary on the grounds that it was a
political question not appropriate
for the courts. CCR is appealing the
decision.

The contras have been stepping
up their attacks recently, apparent-
ly in an effort to convince Congress
they are an effective fighting force.
And reportedly they have been
working under closer supervision
by the C1A, which has directed them
to attack specific electric installa-
tions as well as other economic
targets.

Six development workers from
Western Europe were killed last
year in contra attacks. The contras
have said that they consider de-
velopment workers military
targets. Reed Brody, a lawyer for
CCR, told In These Times, "In the
spring of 1986 the contras made a
tactical decision that it was worth
the one or two days of negative
publicity in order to stem the flow
of foreign workers into Nicaragua."

In March, an electrical project
that Linder had worked on was at-
tacked by contras, but was success-
fully defended by militia members,
said Tom Voorhees, who worked
with Linder in NICAT. "They failed
to get Ben's project, so they got

Ben," he said.
The U.S. State Department tried

to shift the blame by noting that a
"travel advisory" was in effect for
Nicaragua. And, a spokesman for
the contra group UNO told In These
Times, "It's a fact that Sandinista
special forces sometimes dress up
as resistance fighters and commit
atrocities."

/Linder had reportedly heard that
his project was a contra target. In
November 1985, in a letter to his
friend and associate, Peter Stricher,
Linder wrote, "Last month the 16-
year-old sister of one of the work-
ers was kidnapped by the contras...
After 16 days she escaped and came
back with the message to her
brother and the other workers on
the project...that they are in the
contras' sights." Linder noted that
he had not been mentioned and
said this was "a little comforting."

According to Witness For Peace,
however, a group that monitors
contra attacks, less than two weeks
before his death Linder expressed
fear that he was a specific target of
the contras.

NICAT's Tom Voorhees said he
believed Linder's murder to be part
of an effort to intimidate develop-
ment workers, an effort Voorhees
linked to recent FBI harassment of
TECNICA volunteers (see In These
Times, April 22). But, he said, Lin-
der's death would not stop NICAT's
work in Nicaragua. "We've already
had several people volunteer to
take his place."

-Jim Naurecfcas
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Israel tops list
of South African
arms embargo
violators
The State Department submitted a
report to Congress last month de-
tailing violations of the U.S. em-
bargo on arms to South Africa. The
classified report, mandated by the
Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act
of 1986, identifies several nations
that face a potential termination of
U.S. aid for having provided South
Africa with arms and military tech-
nology. According to press reports,
Israel tops the list that also includes
NATO members France, Britain,
West Germany and Italy.

But Israel's arms relationship
with South Africa is qualitatively
different from those of the NATO
countries, according to Jane
Hunter, editor of the small monthly
Israeli Foreign Affairs. The Euro-
pean countries have avoided direct
arms treaties with South Africa but
have allowed private companies to
contract for military-related ser-
vices. Israel, on the other hand, has
direct government-to-government
provisions, Hunter said.

In its arms agreement, Israel over
the past year has provided South
Africa with 50 Gazelle helicopters,
upgraded the capacity of that coun-
try's "Cheetah" fighter-bomber and
provided at least two Boeing 707s
that serve as both electronic war-
fare platforms and refueling craft,
giving South Africa an airborne

Simpson-Rodino's
disappearing
immigrant trick:
out of sight,
out of mind
GUATEMALA CITY—Seated in a one-
room house in one of Guatemala
City's poor working-class neigh-
borhoods, Olga De Valenzuela, a
34-year-old mother of three, nurses
her lO-month-old infant girl.

"My husband was desperate be-
cause he supports the family on a
$2-a-day salary he earned here as
a bus driver." says Olga. "so he went
to live with my brother in Santa
Ana, Calif., last year to find work."

"Now he sends $100 a month and
even that's barely enough for us to
get by. God only knows what we'll
do if they deport him."

Olga and her children represent
just one of the thousands of Guate-
malan families whose relatives face
deportation from the U.S. under the
new Simpson-Rodino Immigration
Law.

The law. which took effect May
5, will crack down on US. business-
es employing illegal aliens. It could
lead to the deportation of millions
of undocumented foreigners.

While the prospect of massive
deportations of Guatemalans raises
panic here among families who live

strike capacity throughout Sub-
Saharan Africa.

But the ties between Israel and
South Africa go deeper than simply
supplying weapons systems and
miliary equipment, said Hunter.

"It involves a very symbiotic set-
up whereby South Africa plies
money—of which it had a great
abundance until recently-—into the
Israeli research-and-development
phase of weapons production. The
Israelis then share with the South
Africans whatever the technologi-
cal achievement of that match has
been.

"Bowing to U.S. pressure, the Is-
raeli government finally announced
this year that it would not make
any new arms agreements with
South Africa and [that it would let
its existing contracts lapse]. But that
announcement turned out to be a
red herring that will allow Israel to
continue supplying arms to the apar-
theid government well into the next
century while placating congres-

off their relatives' earnings. Guate-
malan officials, like their counter-
parts in other Latin American gov-
ernments, fear potential economic
and social havoc.

Feeding these fears is the eco-
nomic crisis that grips Guatemala.
Industry is running at half of its in-
stalled capacity and agricultural
production is at 1970 levels. One
out of every two Guatemalans is
either unemployed or without full-
time work. The annual 25 percent
inflation rate since 1984 has cut
workers' buying power almost in
half. Consequently, in recent years
thousands of Guatemalans migrat-
ed to the U.S. in search of work.

"It's shocking how many Guate-
malans reside there." says Guate-
malan Congressman Oliverio Gar-
cia Rodas, who recently visited the
US. to evaluate the effects of the
Simpson-Rodino law.

He says that at least 600,000
Guatemalans live in the U.S., at
least half of them illegally. He con-
servatively estimates that some
100.000 will be deported.

Indeed, in Olga De Valenzuela's
neighborhood, the imminent de-
portation of relatives is the talk of
the block. "Everybody here has a
relative or a friend in the U.S.." says
one woman. "In a few months this
place will be crawling with deport-
ed people."

"When some 70.000 or more peo-
ple suddenly return to the country.

sional critics today," said Hunter.
The Israelis, according to Hunter,

began to backtrack on their offer
almost immediately by arguing that
allowing their current contracts to
lapse would thrust them into many
very expensive lawsuits and throw
thousands of Israelis out of work.

"In late January," Hunter said. "Is-
raeli Defense Minister [Yitzhakj
Rabin went to South Africa. It was
first portrayed as a visit to tell the
South Africans to keep a low profile,
and that this was going to be used
as a gesture to Congress to show
that Israel was winding down its
affairs with South Africa."

Then on March 20 the Israeli
daily Hauret: reported that Rabin
had signed military contracts with
South Africa that would last into
the 21st century. Consequently,
said Hunter. Israel is now free to
say it is going to let its existing con-
tracts lapse and not sign any new
ones- -Robert Knight
Dennis Bernstein & Howard Levine

it will be a negative blow to the
economy," says Deputy Economic
Minister Eduardo Estrada. The di-
rector of the central bank's foreign
exchange department. Carlos Naj-
era, estimates the country could
lose an estimated $36 million a year
in foreign exchange money that
those deported would have sent to
their families.

Minister of Labor Catalina Sobe-
ranis admits the government is fi-
nancially unable to confront im-
mediate, massive deportations, and
says Guatemala has been seeking
the support of the other Central
American nations to jointly request
a temporary postponement of the
Simpson-Rodino law to allow those
countries preparation time.

Soberanis estimates that 1.5 mil-
lion Central Americans face deporta-
tion from the US. 'The effect on all
of the Central American countries
of the U.S.' sovereign but unilateral
decision must be considered by the
Reagan administration." says Sobe-
ranis.

President Vinicio Cerezo will for-
mally request a moratorium of the
law in a meeting with President
Reagan in Washington next week.
The Guatemalan government may
also seek economic aid through the
Reagan administration's Caribbean
Basin Initiative Fund and from
other countries.

-Kevin Robinson
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