
By John B. Judis
WASHINGTON

A
N INTREPID BAND OF TRADE UNIONISTS,
shouting "Scabs go home!" and
singing "Solidarity Forever," gath-
ered in the park outside Robert F.

Kennedy stadium on Sunday, October 4, as
the football game between the replacement
players from the Washington Redskins and
the St. Louis Cardinals went on inside. Na-
tional labor leaders stepped to the micro-
phone to cheer on the striking Redskin play-
ers and to excoriate the fans and players
who had ignored the picket line set up out-
side the stadium gates.

"We will win this struggle, as long as it
takes," said Gerald McEntee, president of
American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME).

And Machinists President William Winpi-
singer declared, "The real folks are here. The
scabs are in there."

The comparative size of the two crowds,
however, told the real story. While no more
than 300 trade unionists listened to Win-
pisinger and McEntee, 27,000 rabid Redskin
fans had crossed picket lines. Many of them
expressed frustration with the strikers. Walk-
ing past the strikers, one middle-aged
woman told Redskins' second-string running
back Keith Griffin, "In two years, I'll be here,
and you'll be out on the street." In the game's
fourth quarter, as the Redskins pulled away
from the Cardinals, the fans chanted deri-
sively, "Stay on strike!"

In other stadiums attendance was not as
high as it was in Washington, but solidarity
among the players and the local union move-
ment was also not as high. Eighty-six players
crossed the picket line, and in some NFL
cities no players picketed. Sympathetic
union leaders here now expect that the Na-
tional Football League (NFL) players strike,
which began September 22, will end in de-
feat. Because the strike is so visible and be-
cause the issue is the union's viability, its
defeat would affect the entire labor move-
ment. "If they bust this union, they are going
to encourage other people to bust unions,"
said AFSCME official Steve Siibiger.
Temporarily rich: Like all strikes, this one
is about the collective power of employees
to win concessions from their employers.
But in almost every detail the football strike
is different from other labor union struggles.
It is one of the most unusual and complex
strikes in American history.

It does not pit workers against corpora-
tions. Except for the Green Bay Packers, pro
football teams are privately owned—some
by fabulously wealthy individuals, like the
Kansas City Chief's Lamar Hunt or the Red-
skins' Jack Kent Cooke. Many of the owners
look upon a pro football franchise as a means
to gain celebrity and to exercise childhood
fantasies.

Football players are highly skilled, having
been trained for eight or more years in their
specific position, and cannot be easily re-
placed in the same way as, say, an airline
clerk or even an autoworker. They are paid
an average of $214,000 a year—about 10
times the median annual wage—but on aver-
age they work in their jobs for only 3.2 years.
"The class struggle here is decidedly upper,
the temporarily rich doing battle with the
unimaginably wealthy," Washington Post
sports columnist Ken Denlinger wrote.

The issue that led to the strike—the right
of free agency—is also highly unusual. In
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Football strike: fourth and
long and time running out
most labor battles, unions are seeking to re-
strict the operation of the labor market in
order to increase their wages. In professional
football, however, players are trying to open
up the market. As it is, they cannot choose
which team they play for—they must play
with the team that "drafts" them out of col-
lege unless that team trades them. This pre-
vents players from bargaining up their
wages. By striking they are demanding the
right to work for whichever employer they
choose—in other words, football players
want unfettered free enterprise.

Most important, the team owners and the
players' union are bound by a close legal
relationship from which the owners cannot
afford to extricate themselves. Without the
union, the owners would be vulnerable to

-lawsuits charging that they are violating
anti-trust law. Indeed, without the union the
players would become free agents. "The
owners want to tame the union, but they
don't want to destroy it," said David Harris,
author of The League, an authoritative por-
trait of the NFL.

To understand this complex relationship
one has to go back to the union's founding
and to the legal battle it waged in the 70s.
Fighting socialism with socialism:
Professional sports leagues are large cartels
that do everything the Sherman Anti-Trust
Act was designed to prevent. The NFL, for
example, prohibits the entry of new firms; it

divvies up TV revenues and gate receipts
among the teams (home teams get 60 per-
cent of receipts and visitors 40 percent); and
it rigidly restricts the movement of labor
through a draft of new players and through
what is called the "Rozelle Rule." According
to this rule, named after current NFL Com-
missioner Pete Rozelle, if a player from one
team signs a contract with another without
being traded, his original team is compen-
sated with high draft choices. Under the cur-
rent arrangement, a team that signs an aver-
age player has to give up more than the
player is worth: two number-one draft
choices. As a result, only one player has
changed teams without being traded over
the last 10 years.

In the '50s players began suing the NFL
for violating the anti-trust law, and to avoid
such suits the owners recognized the fledg-
ling labor union. In 1959, when the NLF com-
missioner lobbied Congress for exemption
from the anti-trust law, he ran into criticism
that the NFL was a non-union shop. The own-
ers decided to recognize the union that had
begun three years earlier in Green Bay, and
they were able to obtain Congress' permis-
sion to pool TV revenues.

The union itself had little clout until the
70s. In 1972 Baltimore Colts tight end John
Mackey, the president of the National Foot-
ball League Players Association (NFLPA),
filed suit, charging that the Rozelle Rule vio-

Maverick owner shunned for fair labor practices
Only one owner has consistently broken

ranks with the other owners, the Los
Angeles Raiders* Al Davis. In 1978 he defied
the league's rule against owners moving
their teams without authorization by an-
nouncing that he would transfer the Raiders
from Oakland to'Los Angeles, In an ongoing
suit, Davis charged the league with violating
anti-trust law.

Davis has also backed the players' de-
mand for free agency and chided owners
for their recalcitrant attitude toward the
players. During the 1982 strike Davis said,
"The idea should not be to defeat the
players, I see one owner saying the season
is over and others talking about getting new

players to play under the banner of the NFL.
To my way of thinking, thatfs not the way
to approach the problem. The players are
the game. We own it, but they play it."

In this year's strike Davis has proposed
a compromise in which players would be-
come limited free agents after seven
years—with teams having the right to equal
offers from other teams—and unrestricted
free agents after 10 years. Worried about
his team's unity, Davis also convinced sev-
eral top Raider players, including star
Howie Long, not to cross the picket line.

But the other team owners refected
Davis' compromise and scorn his labor
practices. -J.B.J.

lated anti-trust law. In 1974 the union staged
an unsuccessful strike to win free agency.
But when one-quarter of the players re-
turned to work after a month, the union's
executive director, Ed Garvey, announced
that all union members would return to work
without a contract, and would try to win free
agency in the courts.

In 1975 a federal district court ruled for
Mackey and the NFLPA, and in 1976 an ap-
peals court affirmed the decision. But it left
the owners a loophole: the Rozelle Rule
could be applied legally if the union and the
owners accepted it within a collective-bar-
gaining agreement.

The union was interested in a deal because
it was more than $200,000 in debt and mem-
bership had plummeted. In addition, Garvey
did not believe that free agency was the solu-
tion to players' problems. First, he thought
the owners, who shared their gate receipts
and TV revenues equally, lacked an eco-
nomic incentive to get into a bidding war
for free agents. And second, he believed few
football players were irreplaceable.

In 1977 Garvey and the union signed an
agreement with the NFL owners acknowledg-
ing the Rozelle Rule. In return they got $107
million in benefits and a union shop, where
all players entering the league automatically
had to pay union dues.

In 1982 the union struck again, but this
time the issue was not free agency. Instead,
Garvey demanded that the owners allot 55
percent of their rising profits to the players.
Salaries would be scaled by seniority. "We
/re fighting socialism with socialism," Gar-
vey said.

That year the players struck after the sea-
son's third game. The owners were forced
to cancel games and lost TV revenues. But
it was players who folded. When the owners
made an offer of $1.6 billion in pension and
other benefits, four teams voted to accept
the owners' offer even though it was virtually
the same one the owners had made before
the strike. After 57 days on strike Garvey was
forced to accept the offer. Several months
later he resigned and was replaced as execu-
tive director by former Oakland Raider guard
Gene Upshaw.
The strike: In the aftermath of the 1982
strike, NFL players' salaries on average more
than doubled—from $90,000 to $205,000 in
1986—but it was not because of the union
agreement. In 1983 the United States Football
League (USFL) was formed, and competition
for labor contracts bid up players salaries.
After the USFL collapsed, salaries increased
only 5 percent between 1986 and 1987.

Despite the salary gains of the past few
years, football players' salaries and pensions
remain considerably lower than those of
baseball and basketball players, even though
football requires as much skill as baseball
and is much more dangerous than either. Last
year average baseball salaries were $371,000,
and basketball $450,000. Pensions, which are
particularly important to football players,
were also lower. At age 55 the average football
player draws $1300 a month, while the aver-
age baseball player gets $3,000.

Meanwhile, owners' income has continued
to skyrocket. Take, for instance, the publicly
owned Green Bay Packers. The least wealthy
of the teams, it had the league's third worst
record last year. In another sport it would'
have suffered financial reverses. Yet Green
Bay, which paid players a little more than

Continued on page 10
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Homecoming. Announcing his candidacy for president,
Pat Robertson returned to the largely-black Bedford-
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn where he once lived. At a
carefully staged event, the evangelist-turned-candidate
blathered on about God and country to a mostly white au-
dience as demonstrators chanted their displeasure. A
peeved Robertson, referring to the three months he lived
there 25 years ago, declared: "What the people on this
block must understand is that this is the neighborhood we
lived in and I don't think it's [the protesters'] neighborhood.'

Will the real human
rights abusers
please stand up?
Ever since the five Central Ameri-
can presidents signed a regional
peace plan on August 7, the Reagan
administration has warned that
Nicaragua cannot be trusted to
comply with the plan's provisions
for internal democratization and
greater respect for human rights.
That is absurdly hypocritical.

Costa Rica aside, the administra-
tion's Central American allies are
the hemisphere's worst abusers of
human rights.

Nowhere is this truer than in El
Salvador, where respect for human
rights continues to be abysmal.The
New York-based human rights
group, Americas Watch, in their Au-
gust 30 Report on Human Rights in
El Salvador, concludes that El Sal-
vador under President Jose Napo-
leon'Duarte is 'Very far from now
being in compliance with the
human rights commitments it un-
dertook in signing" the plan. The
report, which the mainstream press
has largely ignored, documents a
wide range of human rights viola-
tions. Further, it says that the al-
ready bad situation may be getting
worse.

Abuses listed by Americas Watch
include the disappearances, tor-
ture and assassination of govern-
ment opponents. In addition, in the
last 18 months more than 800
people, mostly civilians, have been
killed during military operations.
Many of these deaths are the result
of indiscriminate bombings by the
Salvadoran air force. To make mat-
ters worse, El Salvador's death

squads, after being relatively re-
strained for the past few years, have
gone back into action, according to
the report.

El Salvador's disinterest in im-
proving its human rights record is
seen in the government's failure to
convict one single military official
for human rights violations. In fact,
several officers who have been
linked to army massacres continue
to hold important posts. For exam-
ple, Col. Roberta Mauricio Staben,
commander of the notorious Arce
battalion, was personally reinstated
by Duarte after being cleared "due
to lack of evidence" on charges of
running a kidnapping ring.

The report also notes that El Sal-
vador continues to hold approxi-
mately 700 political prisoners. "Any
suspicion whatsoever, no matter
how unfounded, can serve as a
basis for arrest. Many forms of
legitimate, peaceful, political activ-
ity fall under the rubric of suspi-
cious activity in the eyes of the Sal-
vadoran Armed Forces," says the
report.

Freedom of the press is another
concern. The country's two major
opposition newspapers were both
violently eliminated in the early
'80s. In one case the editor and a
photographer were disemboweled
by machete and then shot. Under-
standably, no other opposition
newspapers have since appeared.

Furthermore, El Salvador has not
acted in good faith to meet require-
ments of the regional peace pact.
The agreement calls for each coun-
try to form a National Reconcilia-
tion Commission (CNR) to help re-
solve political differences. Aryeh
Neier, who worked on the Americas
Watch report, describes El Sal-

vador's CNR as "absurd." Commis-
sion members include Alfredo Cris-
tiani, a member of the far-right
ARENA party, and Alvaro Alfredo
Magana, the conservative former
president. The left, with which the
government is fighting a civil war,
was excluded.

Nor does El Salvador appear will-
ing to meet the plan's call for ref-
ugee resettlement. Neier says that
during a recent meeting the Sal-
vadoran military high command
told him that refugees would not
be allowed to return to areas of
present or former guerrilla
strength. And the officer told Neier
that any peasant wanting to return
to Arcatao, an area of Chalatenango
province, "is a communist."

The records of the Reagan ad-
ministration's other regional allies
are not a great deal better. Hon-
duras and Guatemala, both with
dismal human rights histories, have
barely begun to meet the plan's re-
quirements.

The CNR in Guatemala, which
was not finally appointed by Presi-
dent Vinicio Cerezo until mid-Sep-
tember, is dominated by rightists
(see story on page 2). In Honduras,
16,000 peasants, who were moved
from their homes to accommodate
the contras, need to be resettled.
But the government does not admit
to hosting the contras and has not
proposed returning these people to
their homes.

For all his earnest words, Presi-
dent Reagan's disregard for the ob-
vious shortcomings of his Central
American allies is just further evi-
dence that he has little interest in
a negotiated settlement to the Cen-
tral America conflict.

-Ken Silverstein
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Scandinavia
"zones in" on a
nuclear-free Baltic
HELSINKt-Next to the majestic Hel-
sinki Cathedral, in a ground-floor
office of Finland's Foreign Ministry
building, a young diplomat is labor-
ing to politically defuse a nuclear
powderkeg in Scandinavia.

"We would like," says Pertti Tor-
stila, "to keep this area as calm as
possible." But submarines and ships
roaming the nearby Baltic Sea often
carry enough nuclear missiles-
aimed at East and West—to obliter-
ate hundreds of large cities.

As a key Finnish foreign policy
official, Torstila enthusiastically
speaks about what is somewhere
between a hope and a plan: The
governments of Finland and Swe-
den are promoting the idea of de-
claring Scandinavia off-limits to nu-
clear weapons—a concept known
here as the "Nordic nuclear-
weapon-free zone."

A half-mile south of Torstila's of-
fice, the U.S. Embassy's press at-
tache is amused. "Just about any
time a Finnish politician makes a
speech he talks about the Nordic
nuclear-weapon-free zone," Doug-
las Davidson says. "It's sort of the
sacred proposal of the Finnish gov-

Attempted "image
assassination"
leads to jail for
Chilean satirists
in late August Chilean police ar-
rested and imprisoned without bail
two journalists who had tried to
publish a mock diary of Gen. Au-
gasto Pinochet. Coming to the jour-
nalists' defense are leaders of the
Chilean bar, medical and psycho-
logical associations, as well as
prominent members of the press.
They are calling the government's
trial tactics an "unprecedented"
threat to the opposition press and
an attempt to stifle public debate
before the upcoming one-way pres-
idential race.

The military junta has charged
Marcclo Contreras, director of the
investigative newsweekly/ip.?/, and
Scrgio Marras, the magazine's as-
sociate director, with 'Insulting the
head of the armed forces." To
honor Pinochet for his 14 years as
president of Chile, Apsi, on the
cover of an August 20 special issue,
featured the dictator dolled up in
powdered wig and ruff collar as
Louis XIV. The accompanying story,
"The Thousand Faces of Pinochet
(My Secret Diary)," was an intimate,
first-person account of the gener-
al's last days in office. The diary
was illustrated with provocative
cartoons, one of which depicted
last September's failed assassina-
tion attempt.

The journalists' professional
supporters have strongly con-
demned the tactics of Lorenzo An-
drade, the military prosecutor

ernment."
The State Department can be

moved to anger if a small country
decides to restrict the U.S. military
by excluding nuclear weapons from
its territory. That's what happened
when New Zealand barred nuclear
arms from its harbors two years
ago. And last April, on the tiny
South Pacific island of Fiji, voters
elected a coalition that pledged to
forbid US. nuclear warships from
visiting their ports. A month later
a military coup of suspicious origin
toppled that government (see "In
Short," May 27).

Now the Reagan administration
seems anxious about the nuke-ban
momentum in Scandinavia. Already
the region's five countries—Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden—claim not to permit nu-
clear weapons on their territory.
Norway and Denmark, however,
oppose formalizing the ban. As
members of NATO, both nations
cite an obligation to serve as hosts
for nuclear weaponry in time of
crisis.

But public opinion polls in each
Nordic country show a substantial
majority favor some kind of reg-
ional nuclear-weapon-free zone.
And the scope of such a zone could
extend well beyond national boun-
daries. Two weeks ago, Soviet

Apsi reported the confiscation of
ts humor issue in an August 24
cover story illustrated with the
previously censored depiction of
'inochet the Fourteenth. But this
ime around the dictator held a
naskto hide his identity and the
leadline read: "He who laughs

goes to jail."

handling the case. At Andrade's be-
hest, Chile's highest military court
not only denied bail but also or-
dered that a court-appointed ex-
pert conduct a "psycho-political
analysis" of the magazine. Andrade
has refused to describe the nature
of that analysis or how it will be
used when the Chilean Supreme
Court hears the case during its cur-
rent session.

The opposition fears that, if ac-
cepted as evidence, this analysis
will establish a precedent that
would enable the regime to censor
news when it objects to a story's
"hidden" meaning. "Repression of
free speech in Chile is nothing
new," says Fernando Villagran,
Apsfs general manager and acting

leader Mikhail Gorbachev pro-
posed that the military presence of
both East and West in the Arctic
be restricted and the area desig-
nated as a "zone of peace."

The US. is eager to discourage
such talk. At summer's end, Assis-
tant Secretary of State Rozanne
Ridgway said that an agreement on
intermediate-range missiles would
make free-zone notions "out-of-
date." With a treaty disarming
those missiles, she said, "we will
be now in a position to look at the
future away from these kinds of
proposals of [nuclear-free] cor-
ridors and zones."

But Ridgway appears to be in-
dulging in wishful thinking. No
treaty is on the horizon to curtail
either Europe's battlefield nuclear
bombs or Baltic sea-based nuclear
arms. The free-zone approach is as
valuable as ever.

What's more, since May the
Norwegian government—a strong
US. military ally—has taken a posi-
tion that directly contradicts Ridg-
way's statement. In an official pol-
icy document Norway contended
that an accord eliminating inter-
mediate-range missiles would
create one of the conditions
needed to establish a Nordic zone
free of nuclear weapons.

-Norman Solomon

director. "What is new is the mili-
tary prosecutor's argument, which
permits him to act as a censor....
The government is using the phrase
'image assassination'—a charge it
intends to substantiate with a so-
called 'psycho-political analysis'—
as a pretext to punish political
humor."

Rather than file suit in civilian
court, Andrade indicted Apsfs di-
rectors in a military court, where
punishments are harsher and due
process less likely. If convicted
Contreras and Marras could face
five years in prison.

Observers attribute the intensity
of the government's reaction to
timing. Under the country's rewrit-
ten constitution the four military
commanders-in-chief will name a
single presidential candidate—pre-
sumably Pi nochet—to be elected in
a yes-or-no vote sometime before
February 1989.

According to the Chilean Human
Rights Commission, Apsi is the vic-
tim of a relatively recent govern-
ment trend to try journalists in
military court and thereby curtail
political debate in this pre-elec-
toral period. Indeed, Pinochet is al-
ready campaigning and his suppor-
ters have closed ranks to protect
his image.

For instance, Attorney General
Ambrosio Rodriguez, in a speech
to military cadets, accused the
magazine's directors of being
"apologists for terrorism." And in a
recent issue of the popular
magazine Cosas, he accused Marras
and Contreras of verbal terrorism.
"Apsi" he said, "has tried to assas-
sinate the character of Gen.
Pinochet." _phi|ip Mistra|

Crackpot crusader
"Love of life is good, but veneration of life is idolatry," right-wing
wag William F. Buckley Jr. told 3,000 evangelicals who congre-
gated in Washington, D.C., last month to study the Bible. Accord-
ingtothe National Catholic Reporter, the idolaters Buckley had in
iBiliwere those Protestant and Catholic peace-movement lead-
ers for whom "veneration of life" is more important than doing
what is right—supporting a US. nuclear buildup. "We are coming
penlously dose to worshipping false gods," Buckley said. He then
addedthat it was too bad the world had abandoned the medieval
tradition of waging war to fight evil, leaving it for God to sift out
the saved from the damned.

ToB-1 ornottoB-1?
Rep. Robert Doman (R-CA) recently told Frontline, the newsletter
of the Conservative Action Foundation, that the problem-plagued
B-l bomber is just fine.lt flies. In fact, Dornan claimed he re-
cently flew in one. Said Dornan: "As we were flying some practice
runs, 1 asked the pilot whether they got many noise complaints
from local freezeniks. He told me that when they call, the service-
men simply tell the caller, I'm sorry, sir, but that's the sound of
freedom!'"

Right-wing coup in Anaheim
Califorpia Republican Party efforts to pjesent a reasonable public
image have failed. At a state convention in Anaheim last month
party leaders were off the floor refereeing a spat between Young
Rgptl^icans when right-wingers seized control of the convention.
Partyjealots then passed aresolution demanding that Republican
Govi^eprge Deukmejian "prosecute" two groups that are dis-
tribjfjng "obscene and pornographic MOS-education materials."
Aec^tiJpg to the Los Angeles Herald Examiner, the coup was led
by ffdlaFoster of Black Americans for Family Values. In her
speelh%the convention Foster also condemned the head of the
governor's AIDS task force, Brace Decker, for describing himself
to the press as the governor's "in-house fairy." Applauded by the
convtjrW(^JelegatesjI^ler was then arrested at the behest of
party officials and charged with suspicion of trespassing.

Gulag Leaven worth
Jacek Czaputowicz, a one-time political prisoner in Poland, had
been invited to a September 27 dinner for Vice President George
Bush at the US. Embassy in Warsaw. But then the embassy sud-
denly asked him to decline the invitation. It seems that
Czaputowicz, who was imprisoned for eight months in 1986 for
supporting Polish draft resisters, was planning to protest to Bush
the US. Imprisonment of Gillam Kerley of Madison, Wis. Kerley, a
Selective Service non-registrant and the executive director of the
national Committee Against Registration for the Draft, began serv-
ing three years in Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary in Kansas
last May for what the Wisconsin judge who sentenced him de-
scribed as "continuing criminal activities" in aiding and abetting
other draft resisters. In August Kerley was moved to a prison iso-
lation unit as punishment for having written a letter to the Kan-
sas City Star. That letter alerted the paper to a new prison regula-
tion that forbids unauthorized contact with the news media.

Waste runneth over
If you want to get truly disgusted read Waste Management Inc:
The Greenpeace Report. The environmental group's 64-page
study, borrowing aft idea from Harper's "Index," lists five pages of
facts about WM1, the world's largest waste-disposal company.
Among the many nefarious items:

• Estimated total of penalties paid by Waste Management for
environmental violations, 1981-86: $31 million. • Estimated aver-
age time it took the company to gain $31 million in gross re-
venues, 1986: six days. • Number of incinerator ships operated by
Waste Management: two. • Number of operational incinerator
ships in the world: two. • Last time ocean incineration was al-
lowed in US. waters: August 1982. • Amount of PCB-laden waste
oil incinerated on the ships, August 1982:800,000 gallons. • Esti-
mated company earnings from 1982 US. ocean incineration oper-
ations: 13 million. • Reason why the company finds its current in-
cineration operation in the North Sea so lucrative: lack of interna-
tional environmental controls. •Items on Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) wails that cause the EPA inspector general to
rebuke officials for creating the "appearance of favoritism," 1983:
Waste Management Inc. calendars.
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