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de Bocay is the most critical of these
areas. It is their "rear-guard," a win-
dow for their activities. From there
units penetrate into Nicaragua and
supply flights land on small airstrips.
And it is to there that the rebels re-
treat.

According to a European military
analyst based in Managua the San-
dinista objective was to encircle and
trap the contras in precisely that
area. It is highly likely the Nicara-

Radioactive milk
shakes up Mexico
MEXICO CITY-What do you do with
nearly 17,000 tons of Chernobyl-con-
taminated powdered milk? If you're
the Mexican government, the answer
is easy—you put it on a boat and
send it back to Ireland.

Not so easy is answering questions
about the several thousand tons of
powdered milk missing from the
original shipment. Missing tons that
have probably filtered onto the Mex-
ican market through a combination
of government corruption and pilfer-
ing by employees of CONASUPO, the
government's basic foods distribu-
tor.

The saga of the Chemobyi-con-
taminated milk began June 3,1987,
when three Cypriot ships arrived at
the Mexican port of Veracruz. Ship-
ping records show the three boats
were carrying 16,958 tons of pow-
dered milk and 22 tons of butter that
had been sold by the Irish Dairy
Board to CONASUPO. The milk pow-
der sat in Veracruz warehouses until
December when the Public Health
Secretariat (SSA) tested it for
radioactivity. SSA was acting on re-
ports that Mexican navy cadets had
drunk CONASUPO milk and fallen ill.

Homeless turn to
courts in search
of rights
The National Coalition for the Home-
less thought it had won a major bat-
tle last year when Congress passed
a billion-dollar bill to fight homeless-
ness. But the coalition then had to
sue to get the Department of Educa-
tion to release $5 million the bill had
targetted for homeless schoolchil-
dren.

"As homelessness has exploded
into a national problem it's become
an issue that should be addressed
by the federal government on a na-
tional level," says Maria Foscarinis,
the Washington counsel for the Na-
tional Coalition for the Homeless.
For advocacy groups like the coali-
tion, that means lobbying Congress
to pass new laws, and suing Uncle
Sam to enforce current law. Armed
with last year's bill, known as the
McKinney Act, recent right-to-shel-
ter decisions from several state
courts, Depression-era laws protect-
ing the poor or mentally ill, and even
portions of the Napoleonic Code, the
focus of homelessness litigation is
shifting from state to federal courts.

"It's an expanding field in the

guans did briefly cross into Hon-
duras to cut off the contra retreat.
The analyst believes the Sandinistas
decided not to repeat the error of a
similar operation last May, when
they avoided crossing the Coco
River and thus failed to trap the reb-
els.

"In this way the government could
essentially reestablish the military
edge they held until last year," the
analyst said. That advantage was re-

On January 21 an environmental
association of artists and intellectu-
als known as the Group of 100 re-
vealed that the government's tests
showed that the milk powder con-
tained cesium-137 and strontium-90
far above internationally acceptable
levels. Four days later, SSA Subsec-
retariat Jaime Martuscelli told a
press conference that, yes, the tests
revealed amounts of cesium-137 "far
above permissible levels." He then
said that all 7,000 tons would be sent
back to Ireland.

All 7,000 tons! But what about the
remaining 10,000 tons that had ar-
rived in the same shipments?

Over the next several weeks, gov-
ernment officials from various agen-
cies played number games. CON-
ASUPO Director Jose Costamalle
told the press that only 42 tons were
actually contaminated. The news-
paper reports revealed that CON-
ASUPO sells powdered milk not only
to low-income consumers but also
to commercial dairy companies. The
public outcry reached a hysterical
pitch.

Finally, on March 7, after President
Miguel de la Madrid ordered the
powdered milk returned it was
loaded onto ships bound for Ire-
land-^all 3,700 tons!

sense that after you establish the
right, you're back in court enforcing
it," says Foscarinis. "We're planning
to press ahead on both fronts." Al-
though most of the federal suits so
far have sought to enforce existing
statutes, Foscarinis foresees a time
soon when the federal courts may
force Congress to pass a homeless-
rights bill. But that approach has
proved controversial among advo-
cates for the homeless.

"Getting people off the street isn't
so much a matter of their abstract
rights as who's going to pay," says
Gary L. Blasi, who is both the direc-
tor of homelessness litigation for the
Los Angeles Legal Aid Foundation
and a director of the National Coali-
tion for the Homeless. Blasi explains
the recent flurry of federal litigation
not as a bona fide movement, but as
a localized response to a single piece
of litigation.

"It's the state cases where the ac-
tion is," says Blasi. "I don't know of
any serious litigating lawyer who
thinks that there is the chance of a
snowball in hell of this federal
judiciary establishing a right to shel-
ter."

Despite the recent victories in fed-
eral courts, a reversal of the 1974
Burger Court decision finding no

moved largely due to US.-dis-
patched Red-eye missiles that the
contras have used to deadly effect
on superior Sandinista air power.

For Nicaragua, the military gains
were paramount But the sense of
urgency also boosted revolutionary
morale among the Nicaraguan popu-
lation, and strengthened Managua's
hand heading into the cease-fire
talks.

-William Gasperini

Environmentalists charge that the
missing milk was filtered onto the
Mexican market through a combina-
tion of corruption by government of-
ficials and petty pilfering by Vera-
cruz warehouse workers. But since
the government shows no inclina-
tion to provide a detailed account-
ing, the fate of the missing milk may
never be known.

Meanwhile, the Irish government
is silent. A spokesman for Ireland's
Honorary Consul says Mexico has
not made a formal complaint. And
in Dublin, the Irish Dairy Board
pleads ignorance. Virtually the only
trade between the two countries is
Ireland's sale of powdered milk to
Mexico-39,100 tons totalling $33.6
million in 1987.

No one has yet explained why milk
from Ireland was contaminated and
not milk from other European na-
tions. The contaminated shipment of
powdered milk was originally re-
ported to have come from Northern
Ireland. But the British Embassy in
Mexico City issued a denial that of-
fers some explanation. "Well, it
rained in Ireland after the Chernobyl
disaster," an embassy spokesman
told one reporter. "In Britain, it
didn't."

-Mike Tangeman

explicit constitutional right to shel-
ter is unlikely under the more con-
servative Rehnquist court.

But Peter B. Edelman, a professor
at the Georgetown University Law
Center, argues for building a case
state-by-state.

"If you can find states that are will-
ing to declare an entitlement to shel-
ter under their own law, then down
the road the Supreme Court might
pick up on that," says Edelman.

If a federal right to shelter is estab-
lished, advocates for the homeless
hope to work toward establishing
the right to permanent shelter. But
that will not be easy. Most of the
federal suits have been brought by
non-profit legal services whose
budgets have been slashed under
the Reagan administration. Further-
more, advocates say, the Reagan
judiciary is uninterested in estab-
lishing and protecting the rights of
homeless people.

"It's really a matter of luck," says
Foscarinis. "A lot depends on what
judge you draw. Judges are more
conservative, much less willing to
go out on a limb, to cover cases that
are not explicitly spelled out in the
statute."

-Jonathan Gill

liams, the former director of the Office of Solid Waste (the EPA
entity that writes regulations controlling the disposal of solid and
hazardous waste), recently left her $72,000 a year position and
went to Browning Ferris, the nation's No. 2 toxic waste dealer.
Last fall Browning Ferris and Waste Management (waste dealer
No. 1) pleaded guilty in Ohio to felony charges of price-fixing and
trade restraint. They were each fined $1 million. Still pending are
about two dozen federal grand jury investigations of the two
companies.

Election rigging in Korea
Two Catholic priests have filed a lawsuit charging the Chun Doo
Hwan government with rigging South Korea's December elections.
The priests, both of whom were members of groups that moni-
tored the election, maintain that in many instances the govern-
ment computers announced final vote totals for districts where
the counting hadn't been completed. They also note that the elec-
tion results didn't necessarily correspond to the televised results.
In some cases the number of votes for candidates decreased as
time passed. Furthermore, in the course of its coverage, the state-
controlled television network changed the total number of voters
who participated in the election 25 times. The two priests claim
that the election results were planned in advance by the govern-
ment's Election Management Committee.

Chernobyl fallout
In the summer of 1986,35,000-40,000 more Americans died than
usual. In a normal year, 31.7 percent of the nation's deaths occur
during the May to August period. But in 1986,33.1 percent of that
year's deaths occurred in the summer. The Economist of Britain
reports that Dr. Jay Gould, of the Institute for Policy Studies in
Washington, believes these "extra" deaths may have been caused
by the April 1986 Chernobyl disaster. He discovered that the
greatest rise in 1986 summer deaths—a 5 percent increase—was
found in te Pacific states of Washington, Oregon and California.
That was also the area of the U.S. that received the most radioac-
tive iallout from Chernobyl. Milk produced in that region had
higher-than-norma) concentrations of radioactive iodine-131, (At
its post-Chernobyl peak, milk in Washington state contained
about 1,850 percent more iodine-131 than it did in 1985.) Nuclear
industry experts contend that exposure to low levels of radiation
is harmless. Although occasional doses of low-level external radi-
ation like X-rays may be relatively safe, radioactive material that
is inhaled or ingested can be dangerous. According to Dr. Ernest
Sternglass of the University of Pittsburgh, after radioactive mate-
rial enters the body it travels to specific areas, where it continues
to emit radiation. Iodine-131 for instance ends up in the thyroid.
Such internal radioactive contamination damages the body's abil-
ity to manufacture the hormones and white blood cells that fight
disease. The people who would be most affected by a radiation-
induced weakening of their immune systems are those already
suffering from life-threatening illnesses. Dr. Gould found that
when comparing May-August 1985 to May-August 1986, the
number of people who died from pneumonia rose by 18 percent,
the number of people who died from all infectious diseases in-
creased by 23 percent and the number of people who died from
AIDS was up by 60 percent. In the September-December 1986
period those comparative figures dropped dramatically, but still
remained significantly higher than January-April 1986.

Nuclear humbug
If you suffer from radiation poisoning, you should have bought
Survivor, the "personal, consumer-oriented, radiation warning re-
ceiver, designed to be the first line of defense for the average citi-
zen," Marketed by Threshold Technical Products of Cincinnati,
this $185 device works like a smoke detector, plugs into a wall
socket and, if you choose, fits in a coffee cup. The company
maintains that using this "home radiation detector may save your
life—and your family." And Survivor promotional literature antici-
pates your doubts: "(You say] The nearest nuclear power station
is hundreds of miles away; therefore, I don't have to worry.'
WRONG. You do need to be concerned. It is possible to be ex-
posed to radiation in your own home. How? Do you live near a
major interstate highway or near a transcontinental rail line? If
the answer is YES, then you can be living in a high-risk area for a
nuclear accident."
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