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HE WHOLE WORLE WAS WATICHING' ;0
years ago as Chicago police wad-
ed info crowds of thousands of onfi-
war profesters, clubbing, macing,

teargassing and arresting with brute force,

os on unresponsive Democratic Party o few

“miles away sent Hubert Humphrey on his

oy fo defect afhe honds of Richard Nixon.

and has never come back . The
ile links between liberals and the left
had already been deeply strained by events
such os the liberal establishment refusal to
seat the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party delegation at the 1964 Democratic
convention and the divisive Gulf of Tonkin
resolution that gave Johnson wide war-
fighting powers in Vietnam. But the ‘68 con-
vention snapped the bonds, Giflin said. The
fault lay mainly with the obsfinacy of
Johnson, Humphrey and Chicago Mayor
Richard Daley, and the forces they rep-
resented, but the damage was spreod olf
around.
Much of the New Left rushed off on a
chimerical pursuit of militancy ond shrill,
rhetforical “revolution” that not only ignored
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C ‘,L ; long in ing, argued
| former SDS leader Todd Gitlin, author of
~ The Sixties. The New Deal liberal coalition,
already under strain, cracked farther apart

o
»

its creative roots in the early and mid-'60s
but also made itself irrelevant to o public
that was increasingly sympathetic to the
movement's original message of participa-
fory democracy, equal rights and a less im-
perial foreign policy. When continued non-
violence, even in the face of officially
sancfioned violence such os in Chicago,
would have given the movement ongoing
moral credibility with the vast majority,
some New Leffists were tempted fo prove
they could be urban rioters or querrillas like
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Given the image of the conven
“violent confrontation” and its lafer
on young leftists, it is important to
how very little violence came from any of
the protesters. There were a few left groups,
including some from SDS, who wonted fo

fight with the police. But having just arrived
in Chicago for the comentci’;:?o_m the May
'68 street demonstrations thot rocked Paris,

| wos struck by how restrained the crowd
was, even when attacked, and how few mis- -
siles were thrown ot the police. In any cose,
much of the provocation and violence came
from undercover police. (Military intelli-
gence sources later estimated that one in
six demonstrators was an undercover
agent.) But there had also been inflated
rhetoric that in part may have been Yippie
theater fo get press attention, but ultimately
backfired.

Yippies wanted good theater, and they-
Confinved on page 22

—




