
By Eric Lindbom

T
HE HOSPITAL SYSTEM IN NEW
York City is in crisis" la-
ments Moe Foner, the re-
tired executive secretary of

Local 1199, a union representing
more than 80,000 hospitals workers
in 'die Rotting Apple. "Hospitals are
overcrowded. There are more poor,
people requiring care, in addition to
the AIDS problem. There's a very
acntr shortage of nurses and techni-
cians in hospitals, and the jobs don't
pay well," he says.

This grim situation hardly seems
the stuff of upbcat musical entertain-
ment, hut Foncr is a producer as well
as a realist, During the winter, Bread
and Roses, a theater troupe he
helped organize, toured Take Car III
(an original musical revue Foner
calls "the hospital workers' Chorus
Line'} to more than 25 city hospitals,
as well as nursing homes and home-
less shelters.

Take Care III, Bread and Roses'
third touring musical revue, is pro-
pelled hy an exubertant, multiracial
cast of Equity actors (anchored by
Ann Duquesnay, who played Billie
Holiday in the off-Broadway Lady
Day and sings a mean blues). Mixing
spoken skits with rap, blues and
calypso numbers, it serves as a
cathartic pep lest for hospital aides,
X-ray technicians, dieticians, nurses,
clerics and social workers—on their
turf and on their lunch hours.

Judging from the raucous crowd
reaction at a performance in a union
hall, Take Care III provides a gospel-
styled release. The audience of hos-
pital workers and patients broke out
in cheers of recognition at irreve-
rent, unglamorous characters like an
ambitious dishwasher and a sarcas-
tic nurse's aide ("they used to call
us maids but we got them to drop
the 'm'"),

"We look at this show as another
way to unite our members; one of
its values is to show that our mem-
bers are working hard," says Foner.
"What we wanted to say is: this is
who we are—potwashers, dieticians
and nurses, and our jobs are becom-
ing increasingly difficult."
From pressure cooker to burn-
out: Take Care III manages to be
optimistic but saccharine-free. The
show grinds no political axes, and
sloganeering is kept to a minimum.
The characters, who merely want
some respect, are buffeted by pres-
sure, and the strain shows. A Span-
ish-speaking patient prompts a har-
ried nurse to gripe, 'Tell him to leam
to speak English or get out and let
somebody have his bed who does."
In another scene, three nurses,
hardly martyrs from the Mike Farrell
era of M*A*S*H, bring up Florence
Nightingale's name sarcastically.

One of the best sketches examines
job burnout. To a dietician, burnout
means doing his tedious job in a con-
stant state of half-sleep, but to a
stressed-out nurse it has a different
definition.

"Burnout is when it's eight in the
morning. You're working emergen-
cy. The shift's just started. A woman

Hospital musical is more than
the same old song and dance

Taking Care III takes its show on the road to New York City's Hospital for Joint Diseases.

comes in. Five kids. No husband. No
money. She's 23 years old. No teeth.
One kid's coughing. Another is cut.
The woman's running a hundred and
two. You take her blood pressure.
You're the only one there. Her pres-
sure is outrageous...and then the real
emergencies start, and the patients
keep coming, and the sickness is
there, and you start to realize that
it's never going to end."

For a specialized product, Take III
boasts some heavy-duty writer cred-
its, including Micki Grant (composer
and author of the Broadway musical
Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope), actor/
playwright Ossie Davis and Alan
Menken (lyricist/composer for the
stage and movie version of Little
Shop of Horrors). In a sense, the
show was co-written by the union
membership. More than 50 hospital
workers described their jobs and
day-to-day concerns at workshop
sessions that provided the raw mate-
rial for each sketch.

Take Care III won rave reviews
from feature writers for the New York
Times,Post wdDaityNews, and from
Village Voice theater critic Jan
Hoffman. But the critics the Bread
and Roses staffers watch just as

carefully are the audience members
who fill out evaluation sheets after
each performance.
Off-off-off-Broadway: Typical-
ly, the Bread and Roses troupe per-
formed at two hospitals a day, ulti-
mately reaching more than 10,000
hospital workers (a bigger crowd

LABOR
than many off-Broadway shows en-
joy before they close). Since perfor-
mance spaces were usually cramped
meeting rooms, director Tony Gil-
lote and musical arranger Howard
Roberts created a street-theater-
styled production with virtually no
props and a three-piece band.

Though the play was partially sup-
ported by funds from the New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs,
the New York State Council on the
Arts and the Aaron Diamond Foun-
dation, the union also had to become
involved in fundraising, as well as
hiring the talent and booking hospi-
tal space for all the performances.

One of the final performances was
at the state capital in Albany before
delegates of the Black and Puerto
Rican Legislative Caucus. The pur-

pose was to bring the hospital crisis
home—to the politicians who
helped create it.

Gov. Mario Cuomo recently an-
nounced a plan to allocate hospitals
and other health-care providers an
additional $193 million in state funds
for increased salaries to help allevi-
ate the widening nurses shortage.
Even this outlay won't counteract
state budget cuts that are toppling
hospitals in the city's poorest sec-
tions.

"Whether or not you get adequate
health care in New York is largely a
function of your income and em-
ployment status," Bruce Vladeck,
president of the United Hospital
Fund recently told the New York
Times. A recent Fund report, "Pov-
erty and Health in New York City,"

In a sense. Taking
Care III was
co-written by the
membership of
Local 1199.
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states that a "large and persistent
health deficit" exists among "the
poor, near-poor and minorities."
Nearly one-fourth of the city's resi-
dents were living in poverty in 1985.

Local 1199 has participated in
demonstrations and held meetings
with editorial-page writers with the
New York press to draw attention to
these issues.
1199's radical past: Bread and
Roses takes its name from the rally-
ing cry of a 1912 strike at a textile
mill in Lawrence, Mass. Forty-seven
women and children protested a
mid-winter pay cut by carrying signs
reading "We Want Bread and Roses
Too." (1199 eventually convinced
Lawrence to hold a commemora-
tion, which Foner claims is "the only
time a town celebrated a day honor-
ing its own radical past.")

Local 1199's past is equally radical.
The union was born in 1959, when
a group of pharmacists organized
workers in voluntary hospitals. The
workers, mostly black and Hispanic
women, struck for 46 days for the
right to organize. They were repudi-
ated but didn't give up. When they
struck again for 56 days in 1962, Gov.
Nelson Rockefeller gave in.

Throughout the '60s the union
earned a reputation as politically ac-
tive. Martin Luther King called it "the
conscience of the labor movement."
But in 1984 the union fell into disar-
ray. The next two years were charac-
terized by power grabs and a disas-
trous strike. Lost in the political
shuffle, Bread and Roses went into
an extended hiatus.

New leadership in 1986 under
President Dennis Rivera turned
things around. Recently the union
helped convince the management at
Presbyterian Hospital not to fire 300
employees (150 of them union mem-
bers). 1199 also won a major victory
by unionizing home-care workers (a
group that often earned what union
employees made 30 years ago).

Yet, Taking Care III has been one
of the union's best forms of publicity.
For Foner, putting the musical revue
to bed was difficult because of the
emotional reactions from audiences.
A mother of an AIDS patient told him,
'This will be the last show my son
will ever see." Even as the revue's
run wound down, demand for perfor-
mances continued.

To preserve the show for future
use, the professional team that shot
the "Sun City" rock video volun-
teered to tape the show. The taping
session also featured interviews
with hospital workers. It's presently
being edited down to a 30-minute
version that may emerge as a
documentary. In some form, the
tape will be made available to hos-
pital workers so the play can keep
hitting the road.

Taking Care III is hardly the tour-
niquet that will stop the New York
health system from hemorrhaging.
Instead, it's a psychological band-
aid that shows the members of
Local 1199 that somebody under-
stands, g]
Eric Lindbom is a writer living in New
York City.
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Xenophobia
Continued from page 3
its PAC money against legislators in Florida
and California who refused to repeal a spe-
cial tax on the profits of foreign multination-
als. Other foreign PACs tried to block the
reauthorization of the Clean Water Act in
1984. Currently Sony is funding the Electron-
ic Industries Association's campaign against
government funding of an American-owned
high-definition TV industry.

But few in Congress support screening
foreign multinationals and limiting their
political activity. When Rep. John Bryant
(D-TX) and Sen. Tom Harkin (D-1A) spon-
sored an amendment to the 1987 omnibus
trade bill that would have required large-
scale foreign investors to file disclosure
forms, the bill narrowly passed the House
but was defeated 83-to-ll in the Senate.

This summer your child can
have the experience of a
lifetime—camping with children
from all over the world! For
more information about how
your 10-13 year old can attend
Kalinin International Camp in
the German Democratic
Republic, please call or write:

Anniversary Tours, Inc.
330 Seventh Ave., Suite 1700
New York, NY 10001
212-465-1200
or toll-free out of NY state
1-800-223-1336

Program dates:
June 30-July 23, 1989
Cost: $1700.00

The amendment's defeat demonstrated the
political strength of the foreign multinationals,
represented in powerful lobbies by top Ameri-
can officials, like former cabinet official Elliot
Richardson, the spokesman for the Associa-
tion for Foreign Investment in America, and
former ambassador and Republican fundrais-
er J. William Middendorf, the head of the Asso-
ciation of Foreign Investors in US. Real Estate.
But foreign multinationals also enjoyed the
support of American corporate lobbies like
the Business Roundtable. In their book the
Tolchins write, "The list of lobbyists in the
coalition against the amendment read like a
Who's Who of foreign and American multina-
tionals, business trade associations and blue-
chip Washington law firms."

Corporate lobbyists charged that the legis-
lation was laden with anti-Japanese racism,
but their real concern was that screening
foreign multinationals could lead to govern-
ment supervision of American multinationals.
They don't want regulation of multinationals,
foreign or American. Anthony Solomon,
former president of the New York Federal Re-
serve, told The New York Times, "People who
would have the government protect business
against foreign investors would also have the
government interfere in the global activities
of American multinational corporations and
controls on international trade."

But even with the defeat of the Bryant-Har-
kin amendment, the issue is unlikely to go
away. There is considerable popular support
for government regulation of both foreign- and
American-based multinationals. In future elec-
tions Democrats running on a program of
economic nationalism would be wise to avoid
anti-Japanese xenophobia and also insist on
regulation of all multinationals. Q
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Whether it's environmental politics or the political environment, IN THESE TIMES
is the very best alternative in American journalism. We've built our reputation on
addressing the issues the mainstream media ignores, and that's why our unique
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Continued from page 6
ing some lakefront precincts that voted for
Jesse Jackson in the 1988 Democratic pres-
idential primary. More than 70 percent of
the Hispanic vote went to Daley. Black turn-
out increased from the primary, but re-
mained below both the white turnout and
black participation in 1983 and 1987.

Daley can now claim a coalition of white
ethnics, lakefront whites and Hispanics—
and with judicious distribution of some
favors can probably boost his 5-7 percent
share of black votes. The lakefront, white
independent movement temporarily appears
in shambles, raising the prospect of a city
even more clearly divided by race in future
elections.
Contradictions: Some observers think
Daley could be like Mayor Ray Flynn of Bos-
ton, who defeated a black candidate but at-
tempted in office to address black issues.
But there has been no such populist streak
in Daley's conservative past or in his
sanitized mayoral campaign.

Daley's vague campaigning papered over
potential contradictions among his suppor-
ters. Many neighborhood ethnics think
downtown developers should pay linkage
fees on new projects to develop neighbor-
hoods, but Daley and his financial backers

are adamantly opposed. Daley promises bet-
ter schools, but he has not supported higher
state income taxes, which would be opposed
by many of his white backers who are elderly
or have children in parochial schools.
Nevertheless, Rose feels that Daley's suppor-
ters are probably so content simply to have
a white mayor that he. could probably get
away with nearly anything except building
court-ordered scattered-site public housing
in their neighborhoods. However, it seems
more likely that the new mayor will use such
freedom to defend his business friends in-
stead of the neighborhoods, black or white.

The Chicago election clearly shows that
a black strategy of hard-line race mobiliza-
tion is a disaster, turning off many blacks
and losing needed coalition partners. Black
political aspirations must be framed to be
inclusive and represent the general good.
But Daley's kinder, gentler machine is no
model for the Democrats, either. It did not
try to unify blacks and whites but simply to
mollify blacks and white liberals enough not
to see Daley as a great threat. Daley may
boost the Democrats among conservative
whites a little, although many will still opt
for Republicans in national elections. But
any Democratic Party gains from Daley's vic-
tory come at the cost of alienating blacks
and of neglecting serious action on the needs
of the city. Q
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• NEW YORK •
April! 1-14

THE NEW YORK MARXIST SCHOOL
TUESDAY, APRIL 11-Art and Activism in the 1930s,
Hallie Wanamaker, 8 p.m.
THURSDAY, APRIL 13-The Marxism of Wilhelm
Reich, John Duggan, 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, APRIL 14-The New China, William Hinton,
8 p.m.

Events take place at the Brecht Forum, 79 Leonard
St. (five blocks below Canal, between Church and
Broadway). Unless otherwise listed, admission is $5.
For information call (212) 941-0332.

Preregister now for the 12th national Intensive Sum-
mer School. Monday, July 10-Friday, July 21. Cur-
riculum includes Marx's Theory of History; Science,
Society and the Individual; Marx's Capital, U.S.
Capitalism and Working-Class Politics. $200. Limited
scholarships available.

• NEVADA TEST SITE •
April 7-16

"Reclaim the Test Site II"
Planned activities or themed days*
April 7-Opening ceremony and welcome by the
Shoshone elders.
April 8-Multicultural day includes Buddhist birthday
celebration.
April 9-Radiation survivors day.
April 10-Peacemaking skills day including a non-vio-
lence training for trainers.
April 11-Peoples empowerment day.
April 12-War tax resistance day.
April 13-No first strike day.
April 14-Youth day.
April 15-"No taxation for annihilation" rally and
mass action.
April 16-Caravan to Yucca Mountain; interfaith sed-
er; Shoshone closing ceremony.
•0ther workshops will be offered throughout the 10
days; for more information contact A.P.T., P.O. Box
26725, Las Vegas, NV 89126, (702) 731-9644.

• " CHICAGO •
April 14

Nomonde Ngubo, representative of the South Afri-
can Mine Workers Union, will speak on "Apartheid
and South Africa: Prospects for Change," 7 p.m.,
International House, 1414 E. 59th St. Contact Chicago
DSA, 1608 N. Milwaukee, Room 403, Chicago, IL
60647, (312) 384-0327 for additional information.

May 6

The 31st Annual Thomas-Debs Dinner honors Wil-
liam Winpisinger, President of IAM, Vice-Chair of
DSA; and Milt and Sue Cohen, lonttime Chicago
activists; with Dr. Quentin Young as featured
speaker. At the Midland Hotel, 172 W. Adams: cock-

tails 6 p.m., dinner 7 p.m. Tickets: $35 each or $60
as patrons. Make checks payable to Thomas-Debs
Dinner Committee. Be sure your organization is rep-
resented in our program book! Contact Chicago
DSA, 1608 N. Milwaukee, Room 403, Chicago, IL
60647, (312) 384-0327 for details.

• INDIANA, PA •
April 18

I.U.P. will host a symposium, "Perspectives on Our
National Experience: Race, Class and Gender."
Speakers: John Bracey, William Chafe, Harley
Shaiken, Juliet Schor, Frances Piven and Beverly
Guy-Sheftall. No registration fee. Contact: Irwin Mar-
cus, History Department, IUP, Indiana, PA 15705,
(412) 357-2237, 357-2284.

• WORLDWIDE •
April 22

A worldwide citizen mobilization for banning the use
of CFCs (chlorofluorocarbons), which destroy the
Earth's protective ozone layer and add to the
greenhouse effect, is staging rallies in four major
cities across the U.S.—New York; Wichita, Kan.;
Houston; and San Jose, Calif. Events are also sched-
uled to take place in Copenhagen, Den.; New Delhi,
Ind.; Budapest, Hung.; Stockholm, Swed.; Cracow,
Pol.; Rome, It.; and West Germany. Rallies and non-
violent protests will be held at CFC producers and/or
users in all four locations listed. For times, places
and further information contact: Kirk Smith, NY
PIRG, New York, (212) 349-6460; Kansas' Save the
Earth Campaign, (913) 292-4595; Texans United,
(713) 529-8038; and Diane Fort, Citizens for a Better
Environment, (415) 788-0670. National office,
Greenhouse Crisis Foundation, Washington, DC,
(202) 466-2823.

• MINNEAPOLIS •
May 4-7

The Alliance for Cultural Democracy is sponsoring
"Remapping Our Homeland," An Alliance for Cul-
tural Democracy National Gathering at Powderhorn
Park in Minneapolis. Preparations in anticipation of
the celebration and misrepresentations in all kinds
of situations surrounding the quincentennial of the
alleged discovery of "America." A gathering by and
for cultural workers, activist artists, teachers, organiz-
ers and you. Featuring performances, ceremony,
workshops and networking on a wide range of issues
including: neighborhood arts, labor theater, cross-
cultural alliances, body image and culture, rural arts
organizing, AIDS and culture, undoing racism, new
song movement, taking it to the schools, film and
video screenings, and re-mapping history. Syn-
chronized with St. Paul's Cinco de Mayo Festival.
For information and registration call Juanita days
(612) 292-32490 or evenings (612) 724-5394. Gather-
ing Organizing Committee, P.O. Box 7442, Min-
neapolis, MN 55407.
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I « HELP WANTED •
[ LABOR EDUCATION: The Bakery, Con-

fectionery and Tobacco Workers Inter-
> national Union seeks ASSISTANT
[ DIRECTOR of Education to provide staff
? and leadership development from its
! headquarters in Washington, D.C.,

arse. Union leadership and/or labor
• education experience is required. Sal-

an/range $30,000-40,000 depending on
' experience. Write for position an-
, nouncement: Walter Pearsen, BCTWIU,

10401 Connecticut Ave., Kensington,
DC 208S5.

• COMMUNITY JOBS, socially responsi-
, ble job opportunities. Subscribe to the
; only monthly nationwide listing, cover-
i ing peace & justice, civil rights, unions,

consumer advocacy, organizing, social
' work, and mots. $12/8 issues. COMMU-
; NITY JOBS, Box 1029, 1516 P St. NW,

Washington, DC 20005.

ORGANIZER (1/2 time) wanted by NYC
Democratic Socialists of America. Duties
include office administration, volunteer
coordination and assisting issue-area
task forces. Salary $500-$700 per month
plus health insurance. Send resumes to
NYC DSA, 15 Dutch St., NY, NY 10038.

SUMMER STAFF, ADULT/YOUNG
ADULT (16 *) for Conference Center.
World Fellowship. Conway, NH 03818,
(603) 358-5208.

GREENPEAK ACTION seeks REGIONAL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for Pacific South-
west region. Provide oversight for all
campaigns, issues, press and public rela-
tions, fundraising, financial manage-
ment and administration done in the re-
gion. Send resume and cover letter by
April 14 to: RD Search Committee,
Greenpeace Action, Fort Mason, Build-
ing E, San Francisco, CA 84123.

DEF.P DISH TV NETWORK, the first na-
tional grass roots television network,
seeks an experienced EXECUTIVE DI-
RECTOR. Raise funds; manage finances;
oversee organizational operations, in-
cluding programming, outreach, promo-
tional development and communica-
tions with committee and board. Salary
low- to mid-$20,000s/year. Send resume

and cover letterto Personnel Committee,
Deep Dish TV, 339 Lafayette St., New
York, NY 10012, or call Caryn Rogoff at
(718) 727-1414. Women and people of
color encouraged to apply.

ORGANIZER sought by a Rochester, NY,
progressive, multi-issue activist organi-
zation to support projects, work in coali-
tions, develop issues and membership,
and manage office. $13,000-16,000 plus
some benefits. Experience required.
Send resume to Metro-Act, 50 N. Ply-
mouth Ave., Rochester, NY 14614, (716)
325-2560.

GET TO THE ROOTS of social change
with ACORN, the nation's largest and
most successful grass-roots organiza-
tion of low-income people. Positions
now open for community organizers.
Extensive on-the-job training provided.
Salary from $8,000 to $12,000 plus be-
nefits. Call or write ACORN, attn. Leah
Edelman, 410 S. Michigan, 4th Floor
Annex, Chicago, IL 60605, (312) 939-
7488.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND ORGANIZER
POSITIONS are available in several
Southern states, including Texas and Vir-
ginia, with CLEAN WATER ACTION, a na-
tional citizens' organization working to
build strong grass-roots campaigns for
environmental and consumer protec-
tion. Salary and benefits negotiable de-
pending on experience and qualifica-
tions. Send resume to John Kabler,
Clean Water Action, 2500 N. Charles St.,
Baltimore, MD 21218.

• POSITION WANTED •
CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMEN-
TAL CONCERNS: BA Psychology, seeks
position with wildlife or other pro-ani-
mal organization. Knowledge of issues
related to wildlife and domestic animal
problems, activist experience. Written
experience of philosophic nature relat-
ing to destruction and exploitation of
other life forms vs. prejudicial attitudes
that govern our present world view.
Contact E. Dayan, P.O. Box 4351-471,
Hollywood, CA 90078 (L.A. area).

• PUBLICATIONS *
THE PEOPLE. Marxist biweekly. Since
1891.4 months/$1.1 year/$4. The People
(ITT), P.O. Box 50218, Palo Alto, CA 94303.

AMERICAN ATHEIST. For a sample copy
of the magazine, send $1 to: American
Atheist, G.H.Q., P.O. Box 140195, Austin,
TX 78714-0195.

SUBSCRIBE TO MULTINATIONAL MON-
ITOR. $22 for a one-year individual sub-
scription, $41 for a two-year individual,
and $25 a year for non-profit institutions.
Multinational Monitor, P.O. Box 19405,
Washington, DC 20036.

GAY COMMUNITY NEWS. Since 1973,
the only national newsweekly covering
lesbian and gay life and liberation. Each
week GCN brings you the liveliest mix
of news, analysis and entertainment
around, as well as a monthly Book Re-
view Supplement and special issues on
topics ranging from new gay male per-
formers to lesbian safer sex. 1 year, $33;
6 months, $20. GCN Subscriptions, 62
Berkeley St., Boston, MA 02116.

DAYS OF DECISION: An oral history of
conscientious objectors in the military
during the Vietnam war. Gerald Gioglio.
Broken Rifle Press, Box 749-I, Trenton,
NJ 08607. $14.95, $1.50 shipping (NJ .90
tax).

LEARN WHY HETEROSEXUALITY is re-
jected by God. Send $3 to: The Apoca-
lypse Society, P.O. Box 29, Jamaica, NY
11435.

PROOF JESUS FICTIONAL-$5, Abelard,
Box 5652-J, Kent, WA 98064 (Details:
SASE).

• BOOKS •
NEW CONGRESSIONAL DIRECTORY,
other government reference books. For
information write: Federal Reprints, Box
70268, Washington, DC 20024.

I'M PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN

•LIBERAL!
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EXTENSIVE LABOR HISTORY COLLEC-
TION. Also Adult Education and Work-
er's Education. Scholarly, trade, many
rare. Catalogue for $1.50. LINDSAY AND
ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 4193, Chico, CA
95927-4193.

• FUNDRAISER «
j HOW TO DO A WALKATHON fundraiser:
[ Guaranteed moneymaker for your or-
j ganization!! Raise $5,000-$20,OOOM
j Send $5.75 to Walkathon Fundraiser, 637
I W. Broad St. #4, Nevada City, CA 95959.

• TRAVEL »
MEXICO. Spanish - Culture - Tours. Escu-
ela Azteca: summer, Cuernavaca. Live
with a Mexican family. Study with Pro-
fessor Ross Gandy (Marx and History,
Mexico 1910-1982). Simple Spanish, vis-
ual aids. Azteca, Mayas, Juarez, Mexican
Revolution. Tours of pyramids, re-
volutionary murals. $170 each two
weeks. Brochure: Escuela Azteca, Rio
Usumacinta 710, Cuernavaca, Mexico.
(73) 15-24-69.

• EDUCATION •
LEARN SPANISH, IN GUATEMALA.
Family living. CASA, Box 11264, Mil-
waukee, Wl 53211, (414) 372-5570.

• MISCELLANEOUS •
SEEKING SUBMISSIONSforbookon suc-
cessful, creative, social-change tactics.
P.O. Box 21559, Washington, DC 20009.
Deadline Aug. 1,1989.

• ORGANIZATIONS •
FIND OUT WHY PSYCHIATRY and the
pharmaceutical industry fail to provide
full and accurate information about Tar-
dive Dyskinesia, a public health crisis af-

This publication
is available
in microform
from University
Microfilms
International.
Cull toll-free 800-521-3044. In Michigan.
Alaska and Hawaii call collect 313-761-4700. Or
mail inquiry to: University Microfilms tntBmational.
300 North Zeeb Road. Ann Arbor. Ml 48106.

Postcards and T-Shirts for
the Overqualificd!

"AMtKKA K UKE ft MEITIWC POT-THE
PEOPLE Al W WrtOH Cfl &RN£D
W) Tf/E KW fWS TO THE TOP"

Philosophy, psychology, cats, American
Leftists (gulp!) and much more
lampooned by Jennifer Berman.

For your almost free catalog of goodies,
please send 75c in stamps to:

Humerus Cartoons'Jennifer Berman
P.O. Box 6614 • Evanston, IL • 60204-6614

fecting over IV? million people who have
been subjected to psychiatric (neurolep-
tic) drugs. Find out how you can get in-
volved in bringing national media atten-
tion to this well-hidden public health'
crisis. Tardive Dyskinesia/Tardive Dys-
tonia National Association, 4244 Univer- •
sity Way NE, P.O. Box 45732, Seattle, WA
98145-0732, (206) 522-3166.

• HEALTH "
Why go to busy shopping malls to buy
your health products when you can order
direct? Postage-free from your friendly
vitamin power distributor, 100% satisfac-
tion guaranteed. Free catalog: SEY- j
MOUR PRODUCTS, 9201 Olson Dr., Eau j
Claire, Wl 54703. j

• PERSONALS • j
OPEN RELATIONSHIPS, GROUP MAR- j
RIAGE, intimate friendship. Interested?
Connect with others. SASE for details.
Current issue $4. Touchpoint, Box 355-
TTi, McVeytown, PA 17051.

CONCERNED SINGLES NEWSLETTER
links left singles, nationwide. Free sam-
ple. P.O. Box 555-T, Stockbridge, MA
01262.

NATIONWIDE SINGLES PHOTO MAG-
AZINE. Send name, address, age. Send
no money. Exchange, 1817 Welton,
•1580-BA, Denver, CO 80202.

• ATTENTION «
MOVING? Let In These Times be the first
to know. Send us a current label from
your newspaper along with your new ad-
dress. Please allow 4-6 weeks to process
the change. Send to: In These Times,
Circulation Dept., 1912 Debs Ave., Mt.
Morris, IL 61054.

• VOLUNTEERS •
ITT NEEDS VOLUNTEERS in the Busi-
ness Dept. Gain political practical ex-
perience in a stimulating environment.
Flexible hours available between 9-5,
Mon.-Fri. Benefits include staff sub-
scription rates, ping-pong. Call Theresa
at (312) 472-5700.

Fight Apartheid!
Support Nicaragua!

Engineer* Technicians, Translators, Computer and
Health Professionals. Mechanics. Skilled Tradespenras,
Educators are urgently needed for both short and long
term positions in Nicaragua and with the ANC SWAPO
and Frontline States. For information, contact:

°&l 3254 Adeline Street,
Berkeley, CA 947031415) 6550838

FUN-HELL
Show Off Your Bad Attitude With A

\WORKISHELL T-SHIRT
Other Stunning [X-signs.

¥

IN THESE TIMES Classified Ads Grab Attention
Word Rates:
80«perword 1 or2issues
70e per word. 3-5 issues
650 perword 6-9issues
60«perword' 10-19 issues
508 perword / 20 or more issues

Display inch Rates:
$28 per inch 1 or 1 issues
$26perinch 3-5issues
$24 per inch 6-9 issues
$22 per inch 10-19 issues
$20 per inch 20 or more issues

All classified advertising must be prepaid. Ad deadline is Friday,
12 days before the date of publication. All issues dated on Wednesday.

Enclosed is my check for $^

Please indicate desired heading

Advertiser ______.—-

Address ___________

City ___________

.for. _week(s].

. State.

Send to:
IN THESE TIMES. Classified Ads, 1300 W. Belmont, Chicago, IL 60657.

-Zip.
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Washington, a town ever in search of lin-
kages, missed a crucial one at the remarkably brief hearings
that confirmed Rep. Richard Cheney as the new secretary of
defense. It was much noted that with Cheney at the hearing
was his wife Lynne (as well as his two daughters), towering
[evidence of his non-womanizing nature. No one, however,
jnoted the real linkages involved in her presence. Lynne V.
(Cheney heads the National Endowment for the Humanities |
(NEH). What this may mean, according to Washington insid-|
|ers, is that for the first time in American history, scholars, I
writers, poets and artists may get a genuine break. J

"You've heard of the art of war," one middle-level Penta-
jgon official told me privately. "Well, soon you're going to
[hear about the war of art. Let's face it, there's hardly an
irea of American life that hasn't gotten a helping hand from
ie Pentagon. Only the other day we announced a $30-mil-

jlion program to finance American electronics makers to
reate a new generation of high-definition television
:echnologies.

"That makes it clear that we 're not about to let our techno- l

military future fall into foreign hands. The same should go for
art As the Rushdie affair indicates, unless similar moves are
made to shore up the arts, 21st-century America will be a
pitiful helpless giant in the face of the terrorist onslaught."
j Dirty dancing: To make any such moves Cheney and
Cheney first have a clever conglomeration two-step to ac-
complish, though one that administration insiders believe to ;
be well within the realm of possibility. Not only must the
Pentagon fuse with the NEH, but the NEH, whose purview
|at present is only scholarship, must in turn absorb the still
headless National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).

"Conglomeration is the name of the game out there in
the corporate-cultural world," says the previously quoted i
Pentagon official. "Seven media empires control the arts and
communications, and about 10 university complexes basically
icontrol higher education. If the Pentagon's going to be an
j effective player in American cultural life, we'd better damn ;
iwell get everything we can under one big five-pointed •
jroof." i

In the privacy of their own home the Cheneys are evi-
;dently already giving the concept of conglomeration a new
imeaning. Each has pledged to move swiftly (Richard Cheney;
jas soon as he has filled the 40-odd empty posts in the Pen- ;
jtagon) to bring the military to bear on art and scholarship,
;and art and scholarship to bear on the military. Evidently,
I Cheney avoided the subject at his hearings for fear that the
j notorious congressional distaste for the arts might slow the
^confirmation process.
\ This being the Cheney's pet project, initial planning is al-
ready advancing swiftly in the Pentagon and in the NEH

Jbureaucracy. "Look," says a Cheney aide, "once Congress
and the American public get the full picture, they're going
to love the idea. When the Pentagon funds a science pro-
ject, immediately you're into the multibillions—the next
thing you know you've got Star Wars. And with the arts
you simply get more bang for your buck. Publishers get
whole books for no more than a few thousand dollars each.
You see, the Pentagon can fund an area like artificial intelli-
gence up the wazoo to get itself a jet with a talking cockpit,
but the point is, what's the damn thing going to say? That's
where—let's face it—the arts have something to contrib-

|ute. If, for instance, Shakespearean scholars or deconstruc-
tionist literary critics focus their wasted argumentative
energy under military discipline, think what sort of comba- ,
[tive plane America could field!"
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Might makes write: The Pentagon, for its part, is al-
ready preparing a pilot project in which the Iowa Writers
Workshop would be moved to Fort Benning, Ga., and renamed
the Fort Benning School of Military Aesthetics. "If this
catches on and becomes a national program, can you im-
agine the benefits?" adds a Pentagon procurement officer
with growing enthusiasm. "Just for starters, you'd never
have to read a novel set on campus again. And as for the
writers, no more scrounging for freelance work that doesn't
pay. No more rejections. Free food and lodging. Free com-
puters at the motor pool. It would be paradise.

"And this is without even considering the very real be-
nefits to the military," continued the official. "Not just sup-
erficial things like giving the army stylish urban camouflage
uniforms that would blend into post-punk low-intensity war-
fare environments. But think of the sophistication the mod-
ern army will gain by living in the same barracks with au-
thors, artists and scholars. With a program like this in place,
we're assured that a Rushdie affair can never happen to an
American author. Not with the military sensitized to litera-
ture, and writers off campuses and out of their urban hot-

into funding a program in which modernist literary scholars,
i fiction writers and performance artists would offer carefully
chosen military teams a crash course entitled "Advanced
Trends in World Literature." These military "SWART"
teams, linked through Pentagon computer technology to
global literary trends, could then spot and excise literary
trouble spots around the world before terroris'ts even had
the opportunity to take advantage of any literary en-
deavor — or before some possibly pernicious Third World
literary trend could endanger the First World cultural canon

"After all," adds the Pentagon official, "if there's one thin?
we know something about it's canons. Anyway, let's face it,
it's about time somebody put a little muscle into the arts.
It's not just a matter of handing a cruise missile to Norman
Mailer and seeing what happens. The real question is: why
should writers and artists always have to stand out there
and take the flak alone?

"It's not enough for the administration to offer a few
Ipious words about the sacred nature of the freedom of the
[writer to write — not if it wants to go down in the history
jbooks as an administration that was strong on the arts.

house environment. If they start writing not just on military (We're on a planet where the smart writer had better walk
bases but about military bases, they're sure as hell not going.
to insult a bunch of Moslems, are they? It's the perfect answer —
just militarize the freedom of art!" , i

The official indicated that the Pentagon was also looking I

softly but carry a laser-armed pen, and I know for a fact that
Dick and Lynn Cheney agree with me on that." [̂
Tom Engelhardt is a senior editor at Pantheon Books.
©1989 Tom Engelhardt
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