~ LETTERS

RU 486

AV ALWAYS PLEASED WHUN IV THESE TIMES

covers controversy pertinent to women's
health issues (/TT, Dec. 21, 1988). However,
I would like to see more of us who are
longtime activists in the women's health
movement publicly question whether the
anti-woman groups should define the terms
of debate over the uses of RU 486—the so-
called “abortion pill"—especially at a time
when legal surgical abortion is so seriously
threatened.

We're being stampeded into defending
the marketing of an abortifacient without
discussing its real-benefits and risks. When
studies on the benefits of a medication are
conducted by its commercial developers,
we shouldn't be so willing to accept their
claims. The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) reviews these studies, but only rarely

When we are told that RU 486 is 85 per-
cent effective used alone and 95 percent
effective used with prostaglandin, those fi-
gures represent effectiveness under con-
trolled conditions. What will be the actual
effectiveness if and when woomen have ac-
cess to the drug? Estimating exactly when
to take this drug following a missed
menstrual period is not going to be easy.

Our fascination for the quick solution in
pill form is disturbing and potentially

dangerous. The struggle to obtain legal, safe
surgical abortion has been the cornerstone
of the current women's liberation move-:
ment. The rush to privatize abortion may
mean reproductive freedom will cease to
be a political debate, which it must remain.

Sharon Lieberman
Evanston, IL

The Chinese way

HE ARTICLE BY STEPHEN ZUNES ON THE NEED

to get to the root of the narcotics plague
(ITT, Dec. 14, 1988) is the first one | have
seen which faces the problem squarely. The
“war on drugs” needs to be fought vigor-
ously, but it cannot make permanent head-
way unless a sense of political and
economic power restores hope to the gen-

to find an escape in the oblivion of alcoho!
and narcotics.

Legalizing narcotics in the present
psychological mood of our country would
have the benefit of reducing the crime that
the need for narcotics breeds, but it would
also remove one of the barriers to much
wider use of narcotics by children as well
as by adults. There would still be plenty of
profits in the merchandising of narcotics to
help spread the narcotics habit. Small
laboratories making artificial narcotics
would proliferate.

The Chinese, who have been ahead of the
rest of the world in many steps of progress
over the centuries, concluded long ago that
the only sound policy on narcotics was to
stamp them out. We should be smart
enough not to have to repeat the mistakes
they went through to reach that conclusion.
Frederick S. Lightfoot

eral public and thereby reduces the need Greenport, NY

does it conduct its own independent study *
ofacommercial developer's drug or device.

The FDA does not guarantee safety, only -
relative safety: that is, they weigh the be-
nefit-to-risk ratio. There's a long and painfui
history to various drugs and devices mar-
keted specifically to women in the last 20
years: high-dose estrogen birth control
pills. estrogen-replacement therapy, DES,
Depo-Provera, some [UDs and Silastic
breast implants. Most were FDA-approved
for & specific use, others were prescribed
by physicians for other than FDA-approved
uses, But all have caused illness, impair-
ment or death in a significant number of
the world's women.
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The Parnassus Fund is Americas Noo b Growth Fundd tor 1988 i
according to Lipper Analvtical Service-. Parnassus is a mutual fund i
that noes apainst the established wisdom of Wall Street by investing |
i comnanies that practice corporate social responsibilite. We tike !
tompanies that treat therr emplovees well, are sensitive to the com- i
munities where thev operate, have good affirmative action policies |
and think that environmental protection makes cconomic sense. At
the same time, we avoid investing in companies that manulacture
weapons, produce alcohol or Wbacco, are involved with nuclear
nower or have operations in South Africa.

If you're interested in learning mare ahout the Parnassus Fund---the
prowth fund with the highest total return ior 1988-—-call us a
1800999-3505. We'll send you hack o free prospectus along with
other information about the Fund.
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ROCK & ROLL
CONFIDENTIAL

iz the monthly newsletter edited by veteran rock writer Dave
Marsk:. RRC not only usesits connections to take you inside the
world of music, but also operates as a unique twg-way network
so that our readers can share information and-opinion with
thousands of others.

WE’RE MUSIC HUNGRY... We scour the globe for the records,
CDs, videos, movies, and books you want to read about and we
have no musical ax to grind. We focus on rock & roll, but to us
that means not just U2 and Michael Jackson but blues, reggae,
jazz, rap, folk, country, salse, and more. From Guns N’ Roses to
Ruber Blades to Tracy Chapman. Imports and reissues, too.

WE’RE PRO-MUSICIAN... We support the people who make
our music, exposing pay-to-play practices or helping R&B pio-
neers get the money they’ve been cheated out of.

WE’RE INVOLVED... We accept no advertising, so we can
honestly praise or trash the music industry as we cover issues
ranging from racism to home taping. Rock & Roll Confidential
is the national connecting point for the growing battle against
music censorship.

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER! Send $19.95 for one
year (12 issues) to RRC, Dept. ITT, Box 15052, Long Beach CA
90815. Two year subscriptions are $35. U.S. Funds only.
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By Jon Reed
HOUSANDS OF GUATEMALA CITY RESI-
T dents, smiling and applauding,
crowded the sidewalks and
leaned out shouting from win-
dows and balconies this past spring, as
masked student demonstrators from the
University of San Carlos paraded in the
bright sunshine through a working-class
barrio in the central city. A short distance
away, behind a wooden police barricade,
looked on impassively while a police radio
squawked in the background.

-Carrying handmade placards and banners
(“The People Are Angry,” “The Rulers Are
Criminals™), dressed in Mardi Gras-type
costumes—ranging from police and mili-
tary uniforms to suit-and-tie bureaucrats to
bloody cadavers in white sheets—the thou-
sand-strong column moved through the
streets chanting defiantly “Down with the
military assassins,” and “The people united
will never be defeated.”

Did this demonstration mean there’s de-
mocracy in Guatemala? One of the demon-
strators, a young man dressed as a priest
sporting well-worn tennis shoes, a false
mustache and a baseball cap pulled down
over his sunglasses shook his head vigor-
ously. “There is no democracy in my coun-
try,” he said, smiling at my question. “Today
we can protest because.it is La Heulga de
Dolores,” he added. Wearing disguises and
staying together in a crowd, we can de-
nounce the army. Tomorrow, who knows?”

Campus killings: Later that same even-
ing, gunmen in civilian clothes fired on the

heavily armed, camouflage-clad soldiers -

VIE W

Despite terror, Guatemalan

students protest openly

demonstration, seriously - wounding two
students. Government security forces, ac-
cording to numerous eyewitnesses, made
no attempt to detain the gunmen as they
fled in a vehicle without license plates. The
following day the AEU (Association of Uni-
versity Students) headquarters at San Car-
los was - put under surveillance. Bomb
threats were called in to the AEU office. A
white panel truck with polarized windows
chased, then tried to run down, an AEU
member as he walked off the campus. A
similar white panel truck, according to the
daily newspaper La Hora, had been -in-

" volved in no less than 15 abductions and

murders. When El Panel de la Muerte, the
death truck, as it came to be known at the
university, was finally pulled over, it was
being driven by six treasury police officials,
in effect a government-sanctioned death
squad. A Guatemalan judge in the case, after
being kidnapped (along with a lawyer col-
league who was murdered), later dropped
the charges against the six treasury police
who, according to the national press, were
under the overall supervision of Christian
Democratic President Vinicio Cerezo’s own
former personal bodyguard, Oscar-Diaz.
“We must not forget,” said a human rights
activist-in the capital recently, “that this
nightmare is happening in a country that
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Whether it's environmental politics or the political environment, IN THESE TIMES
is the very best alternative in American journalism. We've built our reputation on
addressing the issues the mainstream media ignores, and that's why our unique
point of view has been trusted by! thousands of readers for over a decade.
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Reagan and Bush have lauded for its ‘return
to democracy,” a country annually receiv-
ing $150 million in aid from the USS. govern-
ment, and even more money and arms from
Western Europe, Israel, Taiwan and South

~ Africa.

At least seven University of San Carlos
student activists have been kidnapped and
murdered during the past school year. Not
far from the AEU office, a wall mural com-
memorates Oliverio Casteneda (murdered
in 1978), as well as the hundreds of student
martyrs of the.'80s: “You can massacre our
leaders, but as long as the people exist,
there will be revolutionaries,” says the
mural. Since the fall of 1987, an average of

100 civilians per month have disappeared

or have been assassinated by right-wing
death squads. “There are no political pris-
oners held by the government,” according
to Cerezo. The reason for this is simple,
according to human rights organizations
that have visited the country: the miltary
and government security forces torture and
murder every “suspect” that they take into
custody.

Going public: The AEU only recently has
taken the dangerous step of organizing open-
ly, marching in the streets and displaying
its banners in massive trade union and cam-
pesino demonstrations in Guatemala City
and Quetzaltenango. The AEU has publicly
joined the UASP (Union of Labor and Popu-
lar Action) federation, a broad nationwide
coalition of peace and social justice
forces—encompassing just about the -en-
tire aboveground opposition in Guatemala.
Since January 1988, the UASP has organized
mass street protests and strikes, forcing the
Cerezo government to negotlate with the
popular movement.

In spite of the contmumg reign of terror,
the student movement is advancing and get-
ting stronger. In early July of 1988, the AEU
helped Guatemalan high school students
launch a successful student strike in four
of the country’s departments or states. On
July 6, thousands of frustrated high school
students built street barricades outside
their schools and fought running, pitched
battles with riot police to demand that the
government provide badly needed educa-
tional funds. In retaliation, police opened
fire on the student strikers. On August 4,
40,000 protestors marched on the National
Palace in Guatemala City. After five students
were arrested by the National Police, irate

demonstrators burned the main door of the-

legislative assembly building, built- bar-
ricades in the streets, destroyed a city bus

-and blocked traffic in the center of the city.

The protests ended with the freeing of the
five students that afternoon. On August 8,

further demonstrations in Guatemala City

and six provincial capitals brought out
100,000 people.

When Indian exile leader Rigoberta Men-
chu returned to the country for a week on
April 18, 1988, and was promptly arrested
at the airport, thousands of students
mobilized within hours. A mass street rally

- was held in front of the courthouse where

Menchu was being held. Swelling interna-
tional protest forced the government to re-

lease Menchu, prompting military officers,
furious over her release and the activities
of the “subversive UASP,” to attempt a mili-
tary coup two weeks later. In response to
the attempted coup, the US. Congress in-
creased military aid to Guatemala—a para-
doxical move, considering the army's
bloody human rights record. '
Student concerns: The AEU is not only
working on national issues like human
rights and economic justice, several of its
leaders said in an-interview given this sum-
mer to Report on Guatemala, but also on
student concerns like lower tuition and bet-
ter university facilities. By North American
standards, most of Guatemala’s 60,000 uni-
versity students are incredibly poor, with
average combined family incomes of $120
per month. Classes are overcrowded, text-
books are scarce and expensive and facili-
ties and equipment are overextended. Most
students have to work at minimum wage
jobs—20 cents an hour—while they try to
study. After graduation, any type of decent
job is very hard to obtain “unless,” as one
liberal arts graduate in Antigua said, “you
are willing to work for the military or the
death squads.”

There are government spies, or orejas—
“ears "—planted throughout the campus,
including infiltrators inside the AEU. For a
student to stand up and demand rights or
to support the rights of others is to risk his
or her life. As in neighboring El Salvador,
there are no groupies or hangers-on in the
ranks of the student movement. The current
struggles of the AEU are a direct threat to
the establishment. Their alliance with In-.
dians, human rights groups, embattled
trade unionists, campesinos, liberation-
theology Christians and poverty-stricken
barrio dwellers is the nightmare of the
Guatemalan military and the CIA.
Government terror: On July 22, 1988, a
group of 12 heavily armed men, believed to
be members of the security forces, forced
their way into the house of Oscar Monterroso,
alaw student at the University of San Carlos
and a leader of the AEU. Monterroso, along
with a USAC agronomy student, Adrian Guer-
ra Roca, was in the house at the time of the
attack. Monterroso managed to escape and
subsequently denounced the death squad
that shot Roca and then dragged him away
to an unknown location. Five days later
Roca’s mutilated body was found by a road-
side outside the town of Palencia with seven
bullet wounds.

In spite of dangers, the AEU continues to
organize. The group has several ambitious
undertakmgs in the planning stage, includ-
ing a health clinic and a housing assistance
center for the poor, but lacks necessary
funds for the projects. Recently, the AEU
asked foreign solidarity groups to help them |
raise money. They also hope to start aradio
station and an audio-visual center to facili-
tate political education. On October 14 the
AEU called on students to support 500 staff
members at San Carlos University who went
on strike and occupied the main univer-
sity’s building as part of a protest action
against the university's realignment of pay
scales.

For further information on Guatemala
solidarity efforts contact NISGUA (Network
in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala,
1314-14th Street N.W., Washington, D.C.

|

-20005).
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Jon Reed recently traveled to Guatemala.




