“Here’s the crazy thing,” Terkel ‘reflects, “a‘g
blacklisted is now a half-assed iconic figure. It’s funny. It's
ironic. 'm not suggesting blacklisting as a career move for
young people, but if it weren’t for the blacklist, I wouldn’t be
doing these books, you see.’

In the early '50s, Terkel was a pioneer with the’ small but

influential “Chicago school” of television personalmes, but
he was also a person who “nevet saw a petition I didn’c like.”
His political commitments narrowed his broadcast options to
a local FM radio station. But with the encoyragement of pub-

fora Fazth (The New Press).
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