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stonc wall, arc the brick vats whcrc 
dozcns of tuhcrcular young hoys, agcd 
fivc to fftccn. spcnd thcir days picking 
thc flcsh from thc skins and, thigli- 
dccp in pools of' foul-smclling watw 
and colorcd dics, treading thc skius 
into thc supplcncss rcquircd hy thcir 
mastcrs. 

T o  thc boys of thc tanncrics, King 
Hassan's six-ycar-old war to conqucr 
thc Wcstcrn Sahara--onc ofthc topics 
of palace talk with the American 
secretary of statc-is still a .jihad, a 
holy war in dcfcnsc of Moroccan 
sovcrcignty and of the mcmory of the 
kingdom's once glorious cmpire. So 

The Reagan White 
House is indulging 

the Moroccan king's 
1 dreamsbecausethe 

long as the boys think that, thc Moroc- 
can army will not lack volunteers or 
popular support, and the king will 
press on in  qucst o f a  victory no onc 
now but his courticrs and thc Rcagan 
administration says lie can attain. 

Hassan's \car against tlic indigc- 
nous guerrilla force of thc \Vcstcrn 
Sahara: tlic Polisario. has cost his rc- 
gime Iillions ot'dollars and thousands 
of li\.cs, and brought nothing h u t  ii  

stcady series of military dcfcats and' 
strategic rctrcats. l 'rt General Haig 
arid the Kcagan administration arc in- 
dulging t ~ i c  >loroccan king's tIrcams 
bccausc they havc hcconic as rlcpcn- 
dent o n  him as lie is 0 1 1  tlicm. :Is :I 

t'urnicr C . S. olficiai ('ani i I i a  r n,i I h 
blorc.m:o ~ , l . ) s c ~ \ . c ~ l  :itic.r Haig's \isit to 
h1;irrakcc~li: . ' I t  \ t x s  likc l ~ o l d i r t ~  a 
piccc of candy in front 01.a I ~ i b y .  Hc 
will alwa)*s grab it-aid I'm not talk- 
ing about t h e  hloroccaiis." 

Haig's sivcct tooth apparctitly rc- 
sultcd iii a promisc by \\';ishingtoii 10 2'' 

otfcr at lcast SI00 million in crcdits for 
h4oroccan arms purchascs iicxt ycar. 
In rcturn Rlorocco agrccd to establish 
a joint Amcrican-  lo roc can military 
commission and to give tltc Unitcd 
States landing rights at hloroccan air 
bascs. But  thcsc public agrccmcnts arc 
tar from thc full pricc cach sidc will 
pay for t.hc other's itidulgcncc. Thcy 
conccal scvcral still-sccrct agrccmcnts 
that Morocco and the Unitcd States 
havc madc in pursuit ofa much grand- 
er fantasy: a high-stakcs gamhlc for 
powcr in Africa from Tripoli to Cape 
Town. 

Hassans 
vulnembilitics 

The sevcntcenth-century Moroccan 
monarch, h4oulay Ismail, from whom 
King Hassan is dircctly dcsccnded, 
was a decisive leadcr who dealt with 
opponents by sawing thcm in half 
from the head down, until the body fell 
into two pieces. Hassan's anccstors 
conquered a n  empirc that encom- 
passed what is today thc LVcstcrn (or 
Spanish) Sahara, h4auritania: and the 
northernmost tcrritory of Scncgal. 
Hassan I I  has much less tcrritory, 
tougher opponents, and smallcr rcv- 
enues.  Sur rounded by squads  of 
nurscs  a n d  bodyguards whcn he 
trawls, with courticrs always on call 
a t  his numerous palaces and royal 
chhtcaux,  thc king is inclincd to 
moodiness, bouts of dcspondcncy, 
and, whcn criticizcd, of splccn. 

He has much to bc moody about, 
quitc apart from thc protractcd war in 
tlic south. klorc than thrcc ycars of 
drought-the longest in living mcm- 
or)-has dcvastatcd the , ci t rus  
orchards and olive grows that sustain 
tlic economy, and foi-ccd tlic country 
into c:spcnsivc cnicrgcncy imports ol' 
food from Europe and the Unitcd 
Statcs. \\.it11 thc pricc 01' phosphatcs. 
klorocco's most important export .  
hiling to match thc rising cost ot' ini- 
ported oil and itidustrial goods. tlic 
triidc dclicit has Ixi1luonc:d to tiiorc 
tli;iti S 1 l)illiwi c ~ t c . 1 i  yca r .  lirccssiori 
; i t i d  protcc:ictnisni in Franc(: Ii: i \ .c  

f'ii I' t h c r d i I I  1 i 11 i sli c r l  I 11 (, 1 ii :i rk c .  t I i ~ r  
hlorocca t i  manutiict u rcs, CII t to r i  rism, 
rcduccd thc flow of rcniiitnnccs from 
cxpatriatc wwrkcrs,  and I)lockcd the 
only escape Iclt li)r joI,lcss h,loroccan 
you  t h-\vo r k i t i  F r;in cc . 

All of thcsc cconomic prcssurcs 
havc aggravatcd a politically cxplo- 
sive situation. O n  Junc 20, 1981, thc 
govcrnmcnt's decision to cut food sub- 
sidies Icd to riots in Casablanca's 
slums. Policc and troops fircd on dcm- 
onstrators. killing at  lcast 637-a third 
of thcm children and youths under 
cightccn, according to an  invcstiga- 
tion madc by a committcc of Frcnch 
Catholic jurists. Bctween 6000 and 
8000 pcoplc wcrc arrcstcd, including 
thc lcadcrs of thc union fedcration and 
of thc Moroccan socialist party. But 
the governmcnt didn't stop thcrc. To 
dcal with continuing opposition from 

n, Morocco had 
a worse record of [ human rights than 

univcrsity students, Hassan ordcrcd a 
military takcovcr of thc engineering 
faculty at  the University of Rabat in 
Dcccmbcr. Thcn twcnt).-onc lcadcrs 
ofthc national studcnt union \vet-(: put 
on trial and dispatchcd with prison 
scntcnccs ofup  to thrcc ycars. I n  1981, 
ui th  thc sole csccption of Iran. politi- 
cal rcprcssion and loss of life wcrc 
grcatcr i n  hlorocco than in any othcr 
country of thc hliddlc East or North 
Xlrica. Fingcrin,q thc ro!d signct :itid 
twirl inq his c iaarcire .  Hassan is 
pcrcni ptory \v hcn t hesc s LI I ?  jccr s ;I rc 
faisrd. "Human rights." lie told :in 

i n t m h v c r  in I'aris in  February. arc 
"a su l , j w t  i\.c. 21 if'xir. :\ cl im;itoloqic 
nti'nir. AIontc.sclttic~u \\.olrltl tcll ) OLI 

s o . . :* .-\skc.cl \ \ . i i c t ! i~~r  Il(. \ \ O l l l t l  

I ea JL: I h c 1~o1 i I i c21 d (*  I n i 11 c(.s. I I (: 

tlic bcttcr." 
Hassan  is personally more  

tlircatcncd by his army. I n  1971 and 
again i n  1973. H n s s m  \vas luck): I O  

rc- 

SIlappd: "'l'hc ICSS )'OU talk LlIJoLlt 11, 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



Kio d'Oro, thc northcrn and southcrn 
provinccs of thc tcrritory-was 
formed in 1973. T h c  Polisario dc- 
scribes its ideology as Islamic and 
non-Marxist, but abovc all as na- 
tionalist. .After attacks by  Spanish, 
Frcnch, and hforoccati forccs in 1975, 
thc Polisario found sanctuar)- for its 
guerrilla training and rcfugce camps 
in the Algerian Sahara. From this start 
it has steadily gaincd ground against 
Morocco, both militarily and diplo- 
matically. Thc Moroccan occupation 
of the Wcstcrn Sahara was rcjcctcd a t  
the outsct by a dccision of the Intcr- 
national Court of Justice, and by a 

Hassan has refused all O:\u recom- 
mcndations-thc most rcccnt a t  
Nairobi on Fcbruary 9 -to ncgotiate 
an end to the war with thc Polisario, 
and although last ycar hc formally 
accepted the principlc ofa  rcfcrcndum 
to pcrmit tlic inhabitants of thc area to 
dccidc thcir own political futurc, Has- 
san has madc it clcar that, in his vicw, 
such a rcfcrcndum could only bc "an 
act  of confirmation" of Moroccan 
sovcrcignty. Morocco also insistcd the 
votc in such a rcfcrcndum should be 
limited to 75,000 Saharawi counted in 
the last Spanish census and remaining 
still in the tcrritory. T h c  Polisario 
claims that roughly 1 million people 
are qualified to votc, and that the ref- 
erendum mdst offer a clear choice be- 
tween Moroccan sovcrcignty and full 
independence. 

O n  the Iiattlcficld the Moroccan 
forces have becn hampered by more 
than the ncrvousncss of thcir com- 
mandcr-in-chief. Rccruitcd primarily 
from the Bcrbcr tribes of the Atlas 
mountains, the army is unused to des- 
ert fighting. Ticd down to isolated 
forts, immobilizcd by thcir slow equip- 
ment and dcpcndcnce on vulnerable 
roads for supplies, unablc to coordi- 
nate effectively with their air support, 
the Moroccans h a w  steadily retreated 
northward, losing men, nioralc, and 
vast stocks of thcir weapons to the 
highly effective Polisario forces. In 
October the Polisario destroyed a 
2000-man Moroccan garrison, cap- 
tured large amounts of mat6rie1, in- 
cluding tanks and trucks, and shot 
down five Moroccan aircraft-a C -  130 
transport, two hliragc F- Is, an F-5, 
and a Puma helicopter. Hassan's 
forces have sincc rctrcatcd furthcr bc- 
hind a wall of sand, ditches, mine 
ficlds, and barbcd wirc that has bccn 
undcr construction for o\'cr a year. 
The  bvall cncloscs thc mincral-rich 
ccntcrs of thc Sahara that makc the 
sand \vorth fighting ovcr. Polisario 
tactics h a w  Ixxn tn prcss thc initiati\.c 
inside thc i v a l l .  I n  Iatc . January,  thc 
guerrillas Iwokc through ncar Sniara. 
I)lc\v up ;I ti\xi-kilonictcr scciion ot' for- 
tifications. c a p t u r d  fresh tanks. ;ind 
\vithclrc\v hcforc the hloroccaris could 
org;itiizc ;I coiin tcra track. 

In ;lpril 1981 ~ t (~st i l~~i t icon I)chnll'ol 
I I I C  :id n i i i i i h i  r;i t ioii's !> t . (o !~<  1:i:i 1 ti:, sc,Il 
\ I 0 i , < ~  t I )  I S  ;I - t i l  i : ;I I I L. 3 . 1 I t )  i .1 .  i 5 

lli.:il>cr. iiic t l t > p u 1 > .  nssist,iiit sc.'crct.tl\. 
ot' state lor the rc+oii. drcI;Lrcd that 
' ~ n n  side can \ \ i n  a clear-cut victory in 
military terms." '.lIic Uniicd States. 
he rmphasizecl. "is neutral as rcgiirds 

. 

survive coup attcmpts from within the 
arrncd forces. The plots not only had 
the support of scnior army and air- 
force oficers-and, in 1972, of thc dc- 
fcnsc ministcr, General Oukir-but 
also of many Bcrbcr tribcsmcm who 
scrve in tlic lower ranks ol 'thc army. 
1 hcir resentmcnt of thc reprcssion of 
thcir tribal Icadcrship, language, and 
culturc has long soured thcir loyalty to 
thc throne. Distrustful of both his 
officcrs and mcn, Hassan has waged 
his war in the south by isolating units 
from one another and kccping their 
commandcrs undcr close supervision 
from Rabat. Rcprescntativc Stephen 
Solarz (D-N.Y.) reported aftcr a visit 
to Morocco and the Wcstcrn Sahara in 
mid-I979 that "sincc King Hassan 
fears a rcnewal of the coup attempts of 
1971 and 1972, he continues to insist 
on overcentralizcd communications 
and command structurcs. Thus scvcr- 
al hours often pass between a reported 
attack on a Moroccan garrison and thc 
arrival of nearby airpower, sincc the 
requcst has togo through Rabat." Thc  
desert war kccps thc army busy well 
away from the royal palace, but i t  also 
creates prcssurc on the king to give his 
officers whatever equipment they de- 
mand. T o  preserve their loyalty, Has- 
san has a durable inccntive to keep 
fighting; by casting the war in thc 
Sahara as a choice between his surviv- 
al and a coup d'Ptat, Hassan managcd 
to persuade cven the unsympathctic 
Carter administration to authorizc thc 
salc of twcnty F-5 fighter plancs, scvcn 
C-130 transports, six O\l-lO countcrin- 
surgency planes, and twcnty-four 
helicoptcr gunships. Thc dccision to 
permit these arms purchascs was 
reachcd in Octobcr 1979 on thc undcr- 
standing that the arms \\..odd. "giw 
Morocco thc self-confidcncc that is 
necessary to go down the routc tokvard 
a ncgotiatcd scttlcmcnt," as a Statc 
Department ivitncss told thc Senate 
Forcign Rclations Committcc. 

r .  

Winning 
the unwinnable 

KingHassan has 
cast the war in the 

between hissurvival 
and a coup &&tat. 

United Nations mission that toured 
the rcgion in mid-1975. After four 
years of fighting, on August 5. 1979, 
Mauritania withdrew its claim to the 
Western Sahara and signcd an agrcc- 
mcnt rcstoring the southern portion of 
thc territory to tlic Polisario. llorocco 
has fought on, claiming thc cntirc 
territory as its own. 

In 1976 tlic Polisario announced the 
establish m c t i  t n f t he Sa 1ia ra IV i . h a  I, 
Dcnioc ra t i c Rep ti b I i c on S ;i h ;I ra  n 
tcrritory recaprurcd frcim hlorocco. I n  
li\.c !cars i t  has gnincd diplomatic rcc- 
cignition from a t o 1 ; i I  o f  I'ort!.-livc 
St;iteS> iilih(.)l~gh t11iitly Arab :.<)\cut>- 
mc n IS. .\ I,yc r i a ;I nd I .i 1)y ;L L ~ X  cc p t cd $ 

arvstill rcIitctzitii 10 1);ic:k i i .  \ \ . i t h i t i  tllc 
( . ) v ~ i i t i i ~ ; i i i o n  ol':lli.ic.ii1 f..;:ii!> 1 O:\L. I .  
f-l;tss;in h:ls h c i  i o  Iich! i i i i .  I ~ : I I ~ ! s L : I I I ~ -  
iiig m;!jol.ity \ . i c . \ \ -  i i i  fhvist. :)I t i i t ,  I I ~ . \ V  

state.  'l'lic hloroccan position has 
hccn that thc I'olisario docs 1101 C S -  

ist-that i t  is mc:rcI>, ;I tool ot' .-\lgcria 
and Libya against .\lorocco. Kitig 
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thc final status ofthc Wcstcrn Saharan 
tcrritory.” 

By Novcmbcr thc Rcagan adminis- 
tration appcarcd to havc changcd its 
mind. Francis Wcst. in chargc ofintcr- 
national sccurity affairs at  thc Pcnta- 
go n . took A mcrican ni i I i t ary advisc rs 
into the war zonc for thc first tinic, and 
in privatc rcmarks that werc rcportcd 
in thc U.S. prcss, hc appcarcd to cn- 
couragc the Moroccan bclicf in mili- 
tary victory. In Dcccmbcr scnior U.S. 
officials in Rabat cxprcsscd confidcncc 
t h a t w i t h i m p roved s u r ve i I I a n  cc 
equipmcnt ,  a new Wcstinghouse 
radar network, satcllitc photography 
of the desert, and better troop train- 
‘ing, the Moroccan army could takc thc 
offensive. T h e  new official line from 
Washington was that the Wcstern 
Sahara was Moroccan, the Polisario 
was an army of mercenaries, and the 
Saharawi people didn’t exist. 

The Reagan 
men arrive - 

Hassan is suitably grateful for this 
warming t rcnd in rclations with 
Washington. \Vhcn Prcsidcnt Rca- 
gan’s ambassador ,  Joseph Vcrncr 
Reed, Jr., a former Chase Manhattan 
Bank official and longtime fricnd ofthc 
king’s, offcrcd his crcdcnt ia ls  in 
November 1981, thc king contrastcd 
Reagan’s attitudc to thc “pcttincss” of 
the previous administration. When 
America has bccn Icd by men who 
“kncw what thcy wantcd,” he told a 
prcss confcrcncc, “Morocco and thc 
Unitcd States havc rcally covcred 
grcat distancc togcthcr.” Comparing 
Prcsidcnt Rcagan  to Prcsidcnt 
Eiscnhowcr, Hassan declarcd that 
Rcagan appcarcd ‘‘to havc thc samc 
rcctitudc and thc samc rcspcct for thc 
aspirations 01’ countrics. I think that 
hlr. Rcagan and Hassaii thc Sccond 
ha\,c no rcason not to undcrstand cacti 
ot hcr.” 

This undcrstanding \ \ x s  carcfully 
nurturcd throughout 1981 by a scrics 
ol’high-lc\~cl military and intrlligcncc 
\.isits. Gcncral Vcrnon \\‘alicrs, dcpu- 
ty dircctor of thc CI.A I)c:t\\.c:c:n 1972 
a i d  1976  and now ;ciiil):issatlor-;it- 
1;irsc for thc Stxtc Ikpartmcnt, visitcd 
hlorocco in hl;irch, Octoixr. and Dc- 
ccmbcr. Lannon \\‘alkcr. thcn acting 
assistant srcrcrary o l  statc lor Aliican 
alfairs. tnct i v i t h  (:I:\ ~lgrrits in Kab;tt 

in March. Francis \Vest. assistant 
sccrctary of dcfcnsc for intcrnational 
sccurity, madc two visits. thc second 
in Novcmbcr with a tcam of twcnty- 
thrcc military adviscrs and cxpcrts. 
Frank Carlucci. thc dcputy srcrctarv 
of dcfcnsc. was thcrc in midsummcr. 
a n d  hc was followcd sccrctlc bv 

I .  

Thcrc arc no U.S. govcrnmcnt-supcr- 
vised contractcd pcrsonncl involvcd 
with cquipmcnt uscd in the Wcstcrn 
Sahara conflict cithcr in thc Sahara 
itself or Southcrn Morocco.” T h e  
administration suhscqucntlv sought 
-and in Dcccmbcr won-congrcs- 
sional approval to cnlargc thc numhcr 
of military adviscrs i t  could station in 
Morocco. If thcsc adviscrs were to go 
into the war zone in the Sahara. that 
would triggcr the War Powers Rcsolu- 
tion, and Congress could ordcr thcm 
out. 

Jus t  bcforc Christmas,  Polisario 
spokesmen told me in Algiers that 
“more than a dozen” Amcrican mili- 
tary advisers had bccn spottcd-wcar- 
ing Moroccan uniforms-at Smara, 
El-Aaih,  and Goulimine. Apparcntly 
their job is to operatc and maintain 
radars and ground-to-air communica- 
tions for Moroccan F-5s and Mirages 
engaged in the fighting. Thcrc has 
been no official word from the admin- 
istration regarding these rncn. 

The 
hidden stakes 

Admiral Bobby Inman, dcputy dircc- 2 
tor of the CIA. In Septcmbcr Lieuten- 
ant-General James Williams, dircctor 
ofthe Defense Intelligence Agency, ar- 
rived. In November Caspar Weinher- 
ger, the sccrctary of dcfcnsc, stopped 
at Fez to see the king; he was-followcd 
in Dcccmber by Scnator Charles Per- 
cy, chairman of thc Senatc Foreign 
Relations Comrnittce, and in Febru- 
ary by Gencral Haig. Admiral Thom- 
as B. Hayward, chief of naval opcra- 
tion, followed Haig latcr in thc month. 

The Unitcd States also has a signif- 
icant longcr-tcrm military prcscncc in 
Morocco. According to rcports filcd 
by the administration with Congress, 
thcre arc currcntly sixtccn U.S. mili- 
tary officcrs, two U.S. civilians, and 
four Rloroccans rissigncd to thc 
Morocco-U.S. Liaison Otficc in 
Rabat. whosc job is to supcr\.isc thc 
assimilation of American wcaponry 
into the Rloroccan army and air iorcc. 
In addition, morc than 100 :\mer- 
icans-somc U.  S. go\n-nnicnt. somc 
civi I i n n  person n c I-\\x re rc po r I cd to 
bc workiiig u i t h  ihc Rloroccan armcci 

.forces during 1981. 
I n  hiarch 1981 Statc Dcpartmcnt 

officials told a Housc subcominittcc 
hcaring.that “thcrc arc no Grccn Bc- 
rcts or military adiiscrs in Morocco.. 

I n  Washington’s view, Hassan 
must be protected from military rc- 
verses that threaten the stability of the 
throne. “There is a credibility to U.S. 
foreign policy to dcfend,” maintains 
one senior U.S. official with rcsponsi- 
bility for Moroccan affairs. “If you 
look at  Vietnam and Iran, to let that 
happcn to Morocco we would consider 
horrible.” But thcrc is more at stakc in 
Morocco than the Saharan war, and 
the visits of thc intclligence rncn sug- 
gcst at  lcast part ofwhat this might hc. 

King Hassan has long played a rolc 
in sccrct U S . ,  Israeli: and Egyptian 
moves in thc Middle East and Africa. 
He was one of the go-l)ctwccns i n  the 
planning of :\n\vai- el-Sadat‘s \.isit to 
Jcrusalcm in 1977. Hc pnrticiparcd i n  
U.S. and French plans Ibr thc 1977 
and 1978 intcrvcnrions to rcscuc 
Gencral Mobu tu  Scsc Scko‘s rcginic in 
Zairc. Thcrc is a long and murky talc 
of Moroccan-Ircnch collnhoration i n  
intcllig:cncc operations i i i  \Vest Africa. 
in the Algerian war.  i l l  thr assassina- 
tion of the Rloroccan socialist lcadcr 
Alchdi Bcn Barka in  1965, and in thc 
training of Frcnch intcrvcntion forccs 
at Bcngukrir, ncar Rlarrakcch. 

Sincc I969 Rlorocco Iias hccn a ccn- 
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ter for Libyan cxilcs and opponcnts of 
Colonel Muammar Qaddafi; King 
Hassan is actively maricuvcring be- 
hind the scenes to deprive Libya of the 
presidency of the OAu and shift the 
organization's summit meeting from 
Tripoli  later this ycar. Moroccan 
troops have bccn rcportcd in the 
Sudan and eastern Chad, helping the 
dissidcnt army of Hissein Habrd, the 
former Chadian defense minister, in 
his war against the Libyan-supported 
government in N'Djamena. Since 
Mauritania withdrew from the Saha- 
ran war. Hassan has backed blaurita- 
nian dissidents, and supported their 
abortive coup attempt in March 1981. 

Morocco is the only Arab state and 
one of the very few OALJ members to 
have bought military equipment from 
South Africa, and to have engaged 
South African military advisers to 
train army units. With South Africa 
and the United States, Morocco is cur- 
rently backing the Angola rebel group, 
UNITA, led by Jonas Savimbi. Rabat 
was the site of meetings between 
Savimbi and CIA officials during 19811 
and Moroccan officers are rcportcdly 
in Zaire instructing another guerrilla 
group allied with Savimbi-the mili- 
tary committce for the Angolan resis- 
tance (COMIRA). Savimbi himself told 
the Wall Street Journal during his visit 
in December to the United States that 
"h4orocco helps train his men." 

It is in covert operations ofthis kind 
that the Reagan administration is de- 
pendent on King Hassan. He has 
allowed the CIA to build up its station 
in Morocco, compensating for the 
agency's losses elsewherc in northern 
Africa (in 1979 i t  lost its Libyan post 
after the embassy withdrew' and in 
July 1981 the chief of station in Al- 
geria, Norman Descoutcaux, was ex- 
posed by the .Algerian authorities and 
expelled) . Cozert -4ction InJorrna!ion Bid- 
letin in Washington has identified 
thrce scnior CI.4 mcn in Morocco. 'Thc 
newest. Joscph Pcttinclli, arrivcd in 
Fcbruary 1981. He was last spottcd in  
Islnmahacl. Pakistan. during thc final 
tumultuous ):cars hcforc thc Bliutto 
go\'crnmciit \cas o \~c r th rown  1)). a 
military coup [**Kcapinx the Pakistani 
\Vhirlwind," l.\<ii..fftl.. Scpt .  14, 
1981 1. T\co o t h c r  ascnts. David \ V i l -  
so11 ;ind Artliirr Siincr.,  J r . .  t v i w  idcn- 
!i f i t . i i  in C~;is:tI)i;~llcii ;111d I t a b a ~  I\VO 
! ~ a r s  : I ~ , O .  ; ; i ~ c l  n i :~!-  t i o  ic t t1ec . i '  i l l .  riicrc. .  
130th h d  s c ~ \ ~ d  in i i i c  Lli t ic l ic  I:ast 
bcforc Alorocco, and most important. 
both had had cxpcricricc in Colonel 
Qaddafi's Libya. 

i . \ ' Q ~ ' i l o -  

If the CIA is to use h4orocco as a 
staging basr for operations in the Mid- 
dlc East and Africa, i t  must have se- 
cure access to ports and airfields, and 
this is precisely what Gcncral Haig's 
agreement with King Hassan on land- 
ing rights provides. I n  1950 iVashing- 
ton arranged with France to use foiir 

With substantial 7 
new arms flowing to  
Morocco for the war [ in theSahara, it 

will be oirtually 

air bases-at Nouaceur, Bengudrir, 
Sidi Slimane, and Benslimane-as 
well as an air and naval base at  Keni- 
tra and two military communications 
facilities at  Sidi Yahia and Bouknadcl. 
On the initiative of the Eiscnhowcr 
administration' the bases were evacu- 
ated by 1963. But the withdrawal was 
never quite total, U S .  officials say, 
and over the years an understanding 
between the two governments has ex- 
isted for making the facilitics available 
in case ofcmcrgency. King Hassan has 
often sought a new agrecmcnt on the 
bases, pcrmitting the United States to 
rcturn, but until now \\'ashington has 
not been intcrestcd. 

The administration is also anxious 
to take up Hassan's old ofcr  of "tran- 
sit rights" to covcr its covcrt opcra- 
tions i n  .Miica. particularly in  Angola. 

assistance to thc t\ngolnn qucrrillas in 
1976 ( the  Clark iiniciidniciit). thc 
agency had bccn ahlc to supply L1Kt'r.i 
tlircctly t hroug-h Zairc: duriny thc 
(1. , 'it . tcr ~~cIminisrr:i~ic)ri.  l h c  \\'hire 
I-fOllSC. \ \ ~ O L I l t l  1101 2I lO\ \ .  111orc rhan ;I 

[ric:!ilc o i ' a i c i  IC)  r(~;ic~ti  ~.sI'I' . \  I J ( . ( : : I L I S [ ,  i r  
so 11 qii I I O  11 c y  I i ;i t c I  io r n  1: L I i 
rclations with the :\rigol:ill go\.crn- 
meiit. Sow, coniniittcd to what i t  has 
dcfincd as a Sovict and Culian advcr- 

Bcforc Congcss put a stop to (:I..\ 

I ion 

sary in Angola and neighboring Nami- 
bia, anxious to placate South Africa, 
and unable to gct Congress to lift the 
Clark amendment, the Reagan admin- 
istration has turned to Morocco for 
help. With substantial new arms Bow- 
ing into h4orocco for the Saharan war, 
i t  will be virtually impossible for Con- 
gress to spot the diversion of weapons 
through Morocco to u3t.I'~. This con- 
cern is not merely spcculat ik  Jonas 
Savimbi told a Portuguese journalist 
in Rabat that he was receiving Amer- 
ican arms and financial aid despite the 
congressional prohibition. "hlatcrial 
help is not dependent on, nor limited 
by, the Clark amendment," he said. 
"A great country like the United 
States has other channels. . . ." One of 
those channels is Morocco. 

But the Pentagon and General Haig 
are also counting on Morocco for a 
more general strategy of U.S. in- 
tervention in the region. Formally, 
this involves stretching the area of 
NATO operations well below the Trop- 
ic of Canccr, the southern border. of 
the Western Sahara, and the Spanish 
Canary islands, which are the south- 
ernmost limits of the K h T o  area,  
according to thc 1949 treaty. U.S. fa- 
cilities in the Portuguese Azores-now 
u n d e r  renegotiation-and a new 
NATO naval base to be built at  Porto 
Santo in the Portuguese Madeiras, o f  
the Moroccan coast, will be linked to 
French  facilities in Sencgal and  
Gabon, and to the South African naval 
bases at  Walvis Bay (Namibia) and 
Simonstown (near Capetown). To- 
gether they will form a coordinated 
allied platform for projecting forces at  
any point along the Atlantic coast of 
Africa. This is the plan King Hassan 
had in mind when he rcccntly de- 
scribed the agenda for his forthcoming 
visit to Washington. 

He intcnds to "discuss not only our 
bilateral afairs but our gcostrateg).," 
he told the Parisian Le M n f i n  on.Janu- 
ary 30. "America is the hcad ofr;\l'o. 
. . , Wc cannot ignorc the fact that thc 
Atlantic strctchcs as far a s  southcrn 
Xffica. . . . I think i t  is a matrcr of' 
gcostratcgic :ind geopolitical iic.ccssit\ 
to go and \.isit that grcat country on 
thc orhcr side of the sca which scpa- 
raws us. 

Hnssati k110\\8s llo\t. h d l y  II .S oil 
ficinls \ \ ' ; ~ I I I  11.1 s~ippiirt rlicir ~ ~ ~ p i ~ i i ( i i l i ~  
11ci:i. :iiict l i n k  i r  r i i  :hi: k i p i d  l h h p l o > . -  
niciit I.'cxci* iiitcnilcti lix ;lCII(JIl  i i i  [ h i .  

h.liddlc East. By playing o n  thoir 
ambitions. he has sccurd  thrir un- 
wa\.cring allegiance to his own. Q 25 
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THOMAS Szfisz 

A C K  A B B O T T ,  N O R M A N  
Mailer’s famous murderer  J friend, is released from jail and 

kills again. He receives an eighteen- 
year prison sentence. At the same 
time, the Supreme Court upholds thc 
forty-year prison sentence of a man 
convicted of possessing and sclling 
nine ounces of marijuana. These two 
crimes and punishments dramatize 
the consequences of taking seriously 
the proposition that  this nation’s 

number-one” cr ime problem is 
“drugs.” However stupid and ugly 
that idea might seem to some of us, the 
fact is that it has fucled the great anti- 
drug crusade our  nation has wagcd for 
the past several decades. 

Instead of questioning the absurd- 
ity and  futility of this unwinnablc 
war-our second since World \\,‘ar 
iI-wc stcadily escalate the conflict. 
Declaring that narcotics trafficking 
was “the nation’s most scrious crime 
problem,” on January 2 1, 1982, Attor- 
ney Gcncral CVilliam French Smith 
announced that the dircctor of thc 
Federal Burcau of Invcstigation ni l1  
takc over cfforts to combat it. At a 
ncws confcrcnce Smith said that hc 
had givcn the burcau concurrcnt.juris- 
diction with the Drug Enforccnicnt 
Administration, “bringing thc full rc- 
sources of the FBI to bcar on thc prob- 
lem ot‘domcstic drug tratficking.“ ‘l’hc 
s tubborn  Anicrican f-antasy that 
“drugs” art’ a “crime problem." solu- 
ble b y  mcaiis of draconian laws cotn- 

“ 

passionately adrninistercd, was thus 
given another shot in the arm. 

What the two widely different books 
undcr review here havc in common is 
that each tells us a good deal about the 
phenomenon now called, rathcr stu- 
pidly, “drug abuse.” As nearly every- 
one must know by now, during rnuch 
of his career as a performer, Elvis :Pres- 
ley used a variety of psychoactive 
drugs. How did Prcsley procurc these 
drugs? He got them quasi-legally, by 
prescriptions from doctors; they were 
delivered to him, through his servants, 
by pharmacists. I say quasi-legally, 
because from the very first stcp of 
Presley’s drug-procuremen t program 
the whole affair was a fraud. Many of 
the prescriptions wcre madc out in thc 
names of people in Preslcy’s entou- 
rage, or in his wife’s or daughter‘s 
name, and the drugs were then trans- 
ferred to and used by him. This itself 
was a violation of the drug laws. But 
these laws wcrc never intended to con- 
trol people like Elvis Prcslcy, as we 
shall see. 

What drugs did Prcslcy USC? klainly 
Quaalude, Placidyl (rcccntly in thc 
ncws in conncction with Suprcmc 
Court  Justicc b’illiam Rchnquist), 
Dcnicrol, Dilaudid. Dcxcdrinc, and 
Biphctaniinc. Pills and tahlcts Prcslcv 
took orally, liquids intramuscularly. 
This was vcry important for him. As 
Albcrt Goldman tells us in his bril- 
liant, biting hook Elais, Prcslcy ”ncvcr 
takcs a shot i n  thc mainlinc. Hc nssoci- 
atcs intravcnous iti.jcctioiis u i t l i  thc 
dcspisrd character ol’ thc ’ .jutikic,‘  :I 

typc hc \voulcl likc to scc routidccl up 
cn massc and committcd IO lifiilong 
imprisoiimcnt in conccntrat ion 
camps.“ I f  this sccrns like a dclicious 
bit of hypocrisy, wait-thcrc is more? 
much niorc. 

Thc  popular image of Prcsley-that 
when he was not making music, he 
was making love or  counting his 
money-could not be more falsc. Dur- 
ing much of his carccr, Prcslcy’s main 
interest in lifc was drugs: getting 
drugs ,  taking drugs,  lying about  
drugs, and, abovc all else, participat- 
ing in the American Holy War against 
drugs. Believe it or not, Prcslcy was 
actually a fanatic drug-prohibitionist 
who bclieved that “drugs” were a 
“Communist  conspiracy” against 
America. Goldman relates how Pres- 
ley met and became infatuatcd with a 
narcotics agent named John O’Grady, 
and how, when listening to O’Grady’s 
drug-busting tales, “he would sigh 
wistfully and say, ‘hlan, I wish I could 
be an  undercover narcotics detcc- 
tiye!’ ” 

Presley’s ambition to play a public- 
ly recognized part in this purification 
program-America‘s latcst  a n d  
perhaps most hypocritical ever-was 
fulfilled in 1970, when President 
Richard Nixon appointed him as an 
agent of the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs. Presley treasured 
the gold-and-blue enamel shield sym- 
bolizing his achicving this lofty posi- 
tion and kept i t  always with him, in the 
same casc in which he kcpt his illegally 
prescribed pills. The  Swiftian irony of 
the meeting between these two clowns 
whom all the world mistook for kings 
is marvelously captured by Goldman: 

Richard Xison \\‘as poiscd to launch nr that very 
momcnt n mighty nc\v crusadr ;igainst drugs. 
He plaiiiicd to Inhcl drug al)iisc “;\mcricn‘s 
Number Oiic Prol,lcm.” Sot contcrit with ,just 
denouncing drugs and beefing u p  thr S?cicrnl 
dru3 huclgrt. Sixoii w i s  alrcncly planninq t o  81‘1 

up a drug suprraymcy. modrlccl alonq rhc lilies 
d t h c  1’131 and thc (:I;\ .  c:illctl rhr 1)riiq I:iik~rci*- 
nient Agrncy. ‘ l l w  COS[ ofrliis iicw s c i m t  police 
hrce \voultl I)r staqcring. By l . k x l  J.c;ir l! l i4.  
Sison \\~ould liavc raisrti rlir tlrii,g l:i\\. :mti)ru:- 
mcnt budgcr I 1Oi) prrcciii a h v r  \vii:ir ii \v i is  

\\.lien lie took ollicr in 1968. 
is t o  souncl tlir c.l:irion (-:ill io  the ii:iiioii . . . :I- 
long conics otic O S  11ir qrc:irrsr l icr(~cs (IS :\iiicr- 

ic:w y i~ i i r l i .  El\-is i’r(.slrv. . \ i i i ~ ~ r i c i i ‘ x  S u n i l ~ ~ r  
Otic Entcrt:iiiirr. ~ ~ r q x j s i i i c  111 t;illi I(I I IU-  Sum- 
hm Orir :\nicric;iti ; i h ~ u i  .\riicric:i.s S I I I I I ~ T  
Oiic Prol)lrm! . , . ‘l‘liis \vxs ;iii oppurtiiniry hr:i 
rra I si1 m i n  i t ! 

When El\.is wnlkcd into thc O\.nl 
Officc, hc \vas “high ;IS a kitc.“ says 

. . I I ’H I I .  I , .  I S R ?  

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


