
that i t  was possible to break a law and 
be true to your conscicncc. 

“It’s something that’s always been a 
a part ofme. I can’t remember when I 
wasn’t, in this sense, a radical-a per- 
son who’s willing to go that extra dis- 
tance a n d  force a conf ron ta t ion  
bctwcen me and what I consider to be 
the oppressors.” Sasway paused, then 
added apologetically, “ I  don’t know if 
I can say that without sounding-in- 
flammatory.” 

Sasway is unimpressed by the claim 
that the volunteer army is inadequate. 
“It’s absolute crap, I think. I’m skepti- 
cal of whether we actually need the 
numbcrs they say we need. And we 
have all the numbers that they say we 
need, so there is absolutely no reason 
at all for a draft.” 

But defense isn’t the only argument 
some make for a new draft. In  order to 
eliminate the “inequalities” of the vol- 
untcer army, some liberals are calling 
for universal conscription with an al- 
ternative-service option. “There are  
grave social injustices involved in the 
military system,” Sasway said. “But it 
docsn’t make any sense to me to heap 
more injustice on top of injustice by 
forcing people into a system against 
their will. Furthermore, blacks and  
Chicanos died twice the number of 
their representation in the country in 
Vietnam-when there was a draft.” 

The  Carter and Reagan administra- 
tions reinstated draft rcgistration be- 
cause they wanted to send a message 
to the world, he said. “It’s an  armor- 
clanging device. It’s saying, ‘We’re 
going to enforce our chauvinistic will 
throughout the world. We’re going to 
get what we want, even ifthat happens 
to violate our charter as a country.’ 

“The administration is really in a 
bind. They can’t turn me loose bc- 
causc then nobody will register. And 
they can’t throw me in jail for a long 
time-because public outrage would 
just create political havoc.” 

Meanwhile, the lettcrs pile up in 
Vista. Sasway is encouraged by a Chi- 
cago veteran who writes that he went 
to Vietnam to serve God and country, 
and finished by throwing away his 
fourtccn medals. The  personal attacks 
don’t bothcr Sasway much. Every- 
body’s entitled to an opinion. “But it 
kind of irritates me to have people call 
mc a coward and then refuse to give 
mc their names. 

“ I  don’t happen to think I’m that 
big a coward. I don’t think I’m a 
Supcrman, b u t  I don’t think I’m a 
coward.’’ [11 

DAN HAGEN 

N O N Y M O  U S  PATRIOTS 
tell Benjamin Sasway he’s a 9 coward. They fill his mailbox 

with unsigned letters and  rattle his 
phone off the hook with hateful calls. 
Some of them suggest that even five 
years in prison and a $10,000 fine isn’t 
punishment enough for a guy who re- 
fuses to register for the draft. O n e  
caller threatened to burn down his 
parents’ house in Vista, California. 
“So far they’re delinquent on those 
threats ,”  t he  twenty-one-year-old 
Humboldt State University student 
said. 

Some 675,000 young men have 
failed to register for the draft. The  Jus- 
tice Department, in an attempt to en- 
force the law, has begun prosecuting 
nonregistrants. T h e  first of a half- 
dozen indictments went to Sasway, 
making him the first American in- 
dicted for draft law violation since 
1975. Because the number of non- 
registrants is twenty times greater 
than the entire federal prison popula- 
tion, the government can’t hope to im- 
prison all t he  Sasways.  Bu t  t h e  
Selective Service System predicts that 
the example of indictments and pros- 
ecutions will bring more young men in 
to register. Ben Sasway is to serve as 
part of that example. 

“I  can’t allow myself to respond to 
fear,” Sasway said. “That’s what the 
administration is bett ing on-that 
they can scare us into doing something 
that’s wrong. 

“I  think they pick twenty-onc-year- 
olds o r  eighteen-year-olds because 
they can buffalo them. These are peo- 
ple that really don’t have an  active 
franchise. They don’t vote. Thcy’rc 
not involved. They don’t have money 
to buy their way in and out of situa- 
tions. So that appears to me to be a free 
license to push them around.” 

D.L\ HACSV is a reporter and news editor u i t h  the 
Charleston, IUinoir ,  Times-Couricr. 
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But Sasway is one who’s passion- 
ately pushing back. “Frankly, I don’t 
think it makes any sense to guard 
against oppression and slavery from 
the outside by oppressing and enslav- 
ing our own people. 

“I  felt obligated to protest a spirit of 
militarism that I feel is responsible for 
the arms race, military intervention in 
Third World countries, and for con- 
scription. 

“And, moreover, I think that this is 
an important decision-to kill or not 
to kill. It’s a fundamental decision that 
we ought to have the freedom to make. 
We can’t defer a decision ofthis impor- 

tance to a government, any govern- 
ment. 

“I  don’t want to be a hero,” he said. 
“I don’t care if I’m the first one to be 
prosecuted or the hundredth one. I 
just want to do what I think is right, 
and to try to make as big a dent as 
possible in the system.” 

Hero worship irritates Sasway. He 
has littlc patience with any form of 
pack behavior. “If it’s an alligator on 
your shirt now that you’re supposed to 
wear, I’ll go out of my way not to wear 
it. I won’t see E.7: until it’s three years 
old.” 

Since his indictment June 30, Sas- 
way has been swamped with requests 
for interviews a n d  pe r sona l  a p -  
pearances. If he didn’t feel he had to 
help the cause, he’d vanish into the 
Sierras with a backpack for a while 
and he’d be likely to take a book along: 
“I got a great deal of mental support 
from writcrs like Thoreau and h4artin 
Luther King-people who preached 
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Russia’s 
African floD 

,JONATHAN MARSHALL 

NCE UPON A TIME,  AC- 
cording to a popular myth, 0 the Unitcd States was strong 

and detcrmined enough to impose its 
will on the world, asidc from a few 
minor setbacks like the fall of China, 
the stalematc in Korca, and the ncu- 
tralization of India and much of thc 
Third World. Thcn came our defeat 
in Vietnam, the post-Victnam syn- 
drome, and worst ofall, Jimmy Carter. 
While President Carter fiddlcd, Iran, 
Nicaragua, and Afghanistan burned. 
And as America retreated from world 
leadership, the Soviet Union moved in 
to fill the vacuum. This supposed shift 
in the balance of power was precisely 
w h a t  c a n d i d a t e  R o n a l d  R c a g a n  
pledged during his 1980 campaign to 
correct. 

U n t i l  t h e  S o v i c t  i n v a s i o n  of 
Afghanistan, critics of thc Cartcr ad- 
ministration-both Republicans and 
ncoconservativc Democrats-invari- 
ably seized upon Africa for proof that 
Soviet imperialism was marching in- 
vincibly against U.S. interests. While 
a post-Vietnam America agonizcd, 
thcy claimed, African nations wcrc 
falling like dominoes into the Soviet 
orbit. Military strategists and popular 
news magazines alikc spoke darkly of 
the peril to our sea lancs and our sup- 
plies of vital raw materials, and drew 
arrows and red blotchcs to show thc 
thrust of the Soviet Union’s advancc 
along an “arc of crisis” from southern 
Africa to southwest Asia. 

Rcpublican politicians led this bar- 
rage of criticism. Senator s. I .  Haya- 
kawa of California, thcn thc ranking 
minority mcmber of thc Subcommit- 
tee on African Affairs, stated thc case 
most starkly in 1979. “Wc havc becn 
complctcly pcrmissivc in lctting thc 
Soviets do whatever thcy damn plcasc 
all around Africa,” hc complaincd. 
“This is what has ncccssitatcd the end 
,]OXATH I \ ibt4RTH II L zsasfociate edi torofl \  Q L  IR1. 

to a bipartisan foreign policy. As 
Americans and Republicans wc are 
not contcnt to scc the pcrmissivc atti- 
tude this administration has shown to- 
ward Sovict adventurism in Africa.” 
Robert Dolc chimed in with his opin- 
ion that “the Soviet Union appears to 
havc selcctcd the African contincnt as 
a staging ground for a stratcgic show- 
down, to test the will of the Unitcd 
States.” Thanks to Cartcr’s inaction, 
or so Gcrald Ford told the South Af- 
rican Foreign Trade Organization in 
1978, thc Sovicts were fighting an “un- 
declared war” for control of Africa, 
and would “takc over every nation if 
given the opportunity.” Henry Kissin- 
gcr, always the dcvotcc of linkagc thc- 
ory, advised that thc Unitcd Statcs had 
lost idflucncc in the Middle East bc- 
causc we failed to halt the “Soviet 
march through Africa.” T h e  Rc- 
publican platform in 1980 rcgistercd 
its “strong opposition to the effort of 
thc Soviet Union and its militant allies 
to subvcrt” the continent, and Ronald 
Rcagan proposed as a first step that 
the Unitcd States send arms to anti- 
govcrnmcnt guerrillas in leftist An- 
gola. 

Gera ld  Ford,  Ronald Rcagan ,  
Henry Kissinger-thcy a rc  all rc- 
spected and cxperienccd statesmcn. 
Thcir warnings had all the morc im- 
pact because key figures in thc Carter 
administcation accepted thcir basic 
premiscs. Zbigniew Brzezinski, Car- 
ter’s national security adviser, urgcd a 
tough linc on Africa and would later 
accuse the Soviets of “burying” SAKI‘ 
“in thc sands of thc Ogaden.” And 
Cartcr’s number-two man at thc CIA, 
Frank Carlucci (who would bccomc 
dcputy dcfcnsc secretary undcr Rca- 
gan), told a Scnatc subcommittee in 
1978 that “We are witnessing thc most 
dctcrmincd campaign to cxpand for- 
eign influcnce in this troublcd region 
sincc it was carvcd up by the Euro- 
pean powers in the latc ninctecnth ccn- 
tury.” 

Strong rhctoric, indccd. Ifsuch talk, 
by virtue of its slicer volume, had any 

rcal suhstancc, thcn onc would cxpcct 
the Soviets to bc mastcrs by now ofthc 
entire African contincnt. But scvcral 
ycars havc passcd sincc thc hcight of 
the scarc, and now wc can sec just how 
littlc ground thc Soviets havc gained, 
dcspitc U.S. indecision and congrcs- 
sionally cnforccd nonintcrvcntion. A 
clcarhcadcd look at thc rcalitics of Af- 
rican politics shows without a doubt 
that thc Soviets h a w  suffcred one sct- 
back aftcr anothcr, thc rcsult on thc 
one hand of thcir own stupidity, grccd, 
and hcavy-handcdncss, and on thc 
.other, of tenacious African national- 
ism. A conspicuously ncgligiblc factor 
in the Sovicts’ fall from gracc was U.S. 
military intcrvcntion; rather, thc lurc 
ofAmerican tradc and invcstmcnt has 
drawn African nations to us far morc 
cffcctivcly than thc big stick. 

Some ofthc Sovict Union’s most ab- 
jcct failures arc alrcady wcll known. 
After thcy lavished aid on Kwamc 
Nkrumah’s Ghana and cstablishcd at 
Accra thc KGB’S African hcadquartcrs, 
a military coup in 1966 sent Nkrumah 
packing and rccstablishcd fricndly rc- 
lations with the Wcst. I n  Somalia, 
strongman Siad Barrc lost his ardor 
for thc Sovicts whcn thcy opposcd his 
unprovokcd invasion of Ethiopia.  
Secmingly ungratcful for thc morc 
than $1 billion in wcapons and tcchni- 
cal assistance thc Sovicts had lavished 
on Somalia, Barrc kickcd thcm out of 
Bcrbcra, thc finrst naval hasc thcy cn- 
joycd in Africa. Most notorious ofall is 
thc case of Egypt. Thc latc prcsidcnt 
Anwar Sadat  signcd a fricndship 
trcaty with thc Soviets in 1971 (aftcr 
first imprisoning thc pro-Soviet wing 
of Egypt’s political Icadcrship), thcn 
cxpellcd 20,000 Sovict advisers four- 
teen months latcr, and in 1976 abro- 
gated thc trcaty of friendship. Latcr he 
turned his military facilities ovcr to the 
United Statcs for dry runs of thc Rapid 
Dcploymcnt Forcc. 

Throughout Africa, thc Sovicts suf- 
fcrcd lcss spcctacular, but no lcss signi- 
ficant, political dcfcats. Guinca was 
long onc of thc Soviets’ choiccst allics 
in Wcst Africa; sincc 1958 that terribly 
poor country rcccivcd morc than $150 
million in Sovict aid, ovcr twice what 
thc Wcst has given. Nonetheless, the 
Sovicts ncvcr had an casy timc of it 
thcrc. In 1961, for cxamplc, Guinca 
threw out all Sovict and Eastcrn-bloc 
diplomats, thcn dcnied the Sovicts 
pcrmission to land plancs cn routc to 
Cuba during the 1962 missilc crisis. 
Guinca fully opcncd up to thc Soviet 
Union again only in 1973, whcn thc 15 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


