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DAN HAGEN

NONYMOUS PATRIOTS

tell Benjamin Sasway he’s a

coward. They fill his mailbox
with unsigned letters and rattle his
phone off the hook with hateful calls.
Some of them suggest that even five
years in prison and a $10,000 finc isn’t
punishment enough for a guy who re-
fuses to register for the draft. One
caller threatened to burn down his
parcnts’ house in Vista, California.
“So far they’re delinquent on those
threats,”” the twenty-onc-ycar-old
Humboldt State University student
said.

Some 675,000 young men have
failed to register for the draft. The Jus-
tice Department, in an attempt to cn-
force the law, has begun prosecuting
nonregistrants. The first of a half-
dozen indictments went to Sasway,
making him the first American in-
dicted for draft law violation since
1975. Becausc the number of non-
registrants is twenty times grcater
than the entire federal prison popula-
tion, the government can’t hope to im-
prison all the Sasways. But the
Selective Service System predicts that
the example of indictments and pros-
ecutions will bring more young men in
to register. Ben Sasway is to serve as
part of that example.

“I can’t allow myself to respond to
fear,” Sasway said. “That’s what the
administration is betting on—that
they can scare us into doing something
that’s wrong.

“I think they pick twenty-one-year-
olds or cighteen-year-olds because
they can buffalo them. These arc peo-
ple that really don’t have an active
franchise. They don’t vote. They’re
not involved. They don’t have money
to buy their way in and out of situa-
tions. So that appears to me to be a free
license to push them around.”
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Resisting
Reagan’sdratft

But Sasway is one who’s passion-
ately pushing back. “Frankly, I don’t
think it makes any sense to guard
against oppression and slavery from
the outside by oppressing and enslav-
ing our own people.

“I felt obligated to protest a spirit of
militarism that I fecl is responsible for
the arms race, military intervention in
Third World countries, and for con-
scription.

“And, moreover, I think that this is
an important decision—to kill or not
to kill. It’s a fundamental decision that
we ought to have the freedom to make.
We can’t defer a decision of this impor-

tance to a government, any govern-
ment.

“I don’t want to be a hero,” he said.
“I don’t carc if I’m the first one to be
prosccuted or the hundredth one. I
just want to do what I think is right,
and to try to make as big a dent as
possible in the system.”

Hero worship irritates Sasway. He
has little patience with any form of
pack bchavior. “If it’s an alligator on
vour shirt now that you’re supposed to
wear, I’ll go out of my way not to wear
it. I won’t sce £.7" until it’s three years
old.”

Since his indictment June 30, Sas-
way has been swamped with requests
for interviews and personal ap-
pearances. If he didn’t feel he had to
help the cause, he’d vanish into the
Sierras with a backpack for a while
and he’d be likely to take a book along:
“I got a great deal of mental support
from writers like Thoreau and Martin
Luther King—people who preached

that it was possible to break a law and
be truc to your conscience.

“It’s somcthing that’s always been a
a part of me. I can’t remember when I
wasn’t, in this sense, a radical—a per-
son who’s willing to go that extra dis-
tance and force a confrontation
between me and what I consider to be
the oppressors.” Sasway paused, then
added apologetically, “I don’t know if
I can say that without sounding-in-
flammatory.”

Sasway is unimpressed by the claim
that the volunteer army is inadequate.
“It’s absolute crap, I think. I'm skepti-
cal of whether we actually nced the
numbers they say we need. And we
havc all the numbers that they say we
need, so there is absolutely no reason
at all for a draft.”

But defense isn’t the only argument
some make for a new draft. In order to
climinate the “inequalities” of the vol-
untcer army, some liberals are calling
for universal conscription with an al-
ternative-scrvice option. “There are
grave social injustices involved in the
military system,” Sasway said. “But it
doesn’t make any sensec to me to hecap
more injustice on top of injustice by
forcing people into a system against
their will. Furthermore, blacks and
chicanos dicd twice the number of
their representation in the country in
Victnam—when there was a draft.”

The Carter and Reagan administra-
tions rcinstated draft registration be-
causc they wanted to send a message
to the world, he said. “It’s an armor-

. clanging device. It’s saying, ‘We’re
ging ying,

going to enforce our chauvinistic will
throughout the world. We’re going to
get what we want, even if that happens
to violate our charter as a country.’

“The administration is really in a
bind. They can’t turn mc loose be-
causc then nobody will register. And
they can’t throw me in jail for a long
time—bccause public outrage would
just crecate political havoc.”

Mecanwhile, the letters pile up in
Vista. Sasway is encouraged by a Chi-
cago veteran who writes that he went
to Victnam to serve God and country,
and finished by throwing away his
fourtcen medals. The personal attacks
don’t bother Sasway much. Every-
body’s cntitled to an opinion. “But it
kind of irritates me to have people call
me a coward and then refuse to give
me their names.

“I don’t happen to think I'm that
big a coward. I don’t think I'm a

Superman, but I don’t think I'm a
coward.” (]
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NCE UPON A TIME, AC-

O cording to a popular myth,

the United States was strong
and determined enough to impose 1ts
will on the world, asidc from a few
minor scthacks like the fall of China,
the stalemate in Korea, and the ncu-
tralization of India and much of the
Third World. Then came our defeat
in Vietnam, the post-Vietnam syn-
drome, and worst of all, Jimmy Carter.
While President Carter fiddled, Iran,
Nicaragua, and Afghanistan burned.
And as America retreated from world
leadership, the Soviet Union moved in
to fill the vacuum. This supposed shift
in the balance of power was precisely
what candidate Ronald Reagan
pledged during his 1980 campaign to
correct.

Until the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, critics of the Carter ad-
ministration—both Republicans and
ncoconservative Democrats—invari-
ably seized upon Africa for proof that
Soviet imperialism was marching in-
vincibly against U.S. interests. While
a post-Vietnam America agonized,
they claimed, African nations were
falling like dominoes into the Soviet
orbit. Military stratcgists and popular
news magazincs alike spoke darkly of
the peril to our sea lancs and our sup-
plics of vital raw materials, and drew
arrows and red blotches to show the
thrust of the Soviet Union’s advance
along an “arc of crisis” from southern
Africa to southwest Asia.

Republican politicians led this bar-
rage of criticism. Senator S. I. Haya-
kawa of California, then the ranking
minority member of the Subcommit-
tee on African Affairs, stated the case
most starkly in 1979. “We have becn
completely permissive in lctting the
Soviets do whatever they damn please
all around Africa,” he complained.
“This is what has nccessitated the end
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Russia’s
rican flop

to a bipartisan forcign policy. As
Americans and Republicans we are
not content to sce the permissive atti-
tude this administration has shown to-
ward Sovict adventurism in Africa.”
Robert Dole chimed in with his opin-
ion that “the Soviet Union appears to
have selected the African continent as
a staging ground for a stratcgic show-
down, to test the will of the United
States.” Thanks to Carter’s inaction,
or so Gerald Ford told the South Af-
rican Foreign Trade Organization in
1978, the Soviets were fighting an “un-
declared war” for control of Africa,
and would “take over every nation if
given the opportunity.” Henry Kissin-
ger, always the devotee of linkage the-
ory, advised that the United States had
lost itfluence in the Middle East be-
causc we failed to halt the “Soviet
march through Africa.” The Re-
publican platform in 1980 rcgistered
its “strong opposition to the effort of
the Soviet Union and its militant allies
to subvert” the continent, and Ronald
Reagan proposed as a first step that
the United States send arms to anti-
government guerrillas in leftist An-
gola.

Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan,
Henry Kissinger—they arc all re-
spected and experienced statesmen.
Their warnings had all the more im-
pact because key figures in the Carter
administration accepted their basic
premises. Zbigniew Brzezinski, Car-
ter’s national security adviser, urged a
tough linc on Africa and would later
accuse the Soviets of “burying” SALT
“in the sands of the Ogaden.” And
Carter’s number-two man at the CIA,
Frank Carlucci (who would become
deputy defense secretary under Rea-
gan), told a Senatc subcommittee in
1978 that “We are witnessing the most
determined campaign to expand for-
eign influcnce 1n this troubled region
since it was carved up by the Euro-
pean powers in the late nincteenth cen-
tury.”

Strong rhetoric, indecd. If such talk,
by virtue of its sheer volume, had any

rcal substance, then one would expect
the Soviets to be masters by now of the
entirc African continent. But several
ycars have passed since the height of
the scare, and now we can sec just how
little ground the Sovicts have gained,
despite U.S. indecision and congres-
sionally enforced nonintervention. A
clcarheaded look at the realities of Af-
rican politics shows without a doubt
that the Soviets have suffered one set-
back after another, the result on the
onc hand of their own stupidity, greed,
and hcavy-handedness, and on the
other, of tenacious African national-
ism. A conspicuously negligible factor
in the Sovicts’ fall from grace was U.S.
military intervention; rather, the lure
of American trade and investment has
drawn African nations to us far more
cffcctively than the big stick.

Some of the Soviet Union’s most ab-
ject failures arc alrcady well known.
After they lavished aid on Kwame
Nkrumah’s Ghana and cstablished at
Accra thc KGB’s African headquarters,
a military coup in 1966 sent Nkrumah
packing and recstablished friendly re-
lations with the West. In Somalia,
strongman Siad Barrc lost his ardor
for the Soviets when they opposed his
unprovoked invasion of Ethiopia.
Secmingly ungrateful for the more
than $1 billion in weapons and techni-
cal assistance the Sovicts had lavished
on Somalia, Barre kicked them out of
Berbera, the finest naval base they en-
joyed in Africa. Most notorious of all is
the case of Egypt. The late president
Anwar Sadat signed a fricndship
treaty with the Soviets in 1971 (after
first imprisoning the pro-Sovict wing
of Egypt’s political leadership), then
expelled 20,000 Sovict advisers four-
teen months later, and in 1976 abro-
gated the treaty of friendship. Later he
turncd his military facilitics over to the
United States for dry runs of the Rapid
Decployment Force.

Throughout Africa, the Soviets suf-
fered less spectacular, but no less signi-
ficant, political defeats. Guinca was
long one of the Soviets’ choicest allies
in West Africa; since 1958 that terribly
poor country received more than $150
million in Soviet aid, over twice what
thc West has given. Nonctheless, the
Sovicts never had an casy time of 1t
there. In 1961, for cxample, Guinca
threw out all Sovict and Eastern-bloc
diplomats, then denied the Soviets
permission to land planes en route to
Cuba during the 1962 missile crisis.
Guinea fully opened up to the Soviet
Union again only in 1973, when the
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