192  JOURNAL OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC STUDIES

public. In some cases, public involvement is a legal mandate; in
others, organizations may elect to create public involvement
programs as part of their responsibility to the public. The Public
Involvement Manual provides the keys to making these pro-
grams work.

An essential book for those who would influence government,
this volume offers the most complete advice available for
thinking about the issues and options of public involvement,
structuring and publicizing the program, soliciting public
reaction, coping with it, and making sense of it. All.aspects of
planning and running a program are covered thoroughly, from
dealing with hostile audiences to writing up the summary
report.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE EURO-
PEAN COMMUNITIES
European Interest Groups and Their Relationship to the Eco-

nomic and Social Committee
Renouf USA Inc, Brookfield, Vermont, $74.50

The European Common Market did not come about by
accident: it was a response to major pressure groups. One of
the features of West European democracies is the emergence
of large, autonomous pressure groups alongside the political
decision making bodies. These groups, which represent sectoral,
social and general interests, seek to exert influence on the
decision making bodies. Their existence is acknowledged in
the basic Treaties of the Communities, and they play a major
role in the framing of Community objectives.

This publication from The Economic and Social Committee
of the European Communities, examines the structure, role and
activities of twenty two Community umbrella organisations
with particular reference to: their structure, decision-making
style and membership; their organisational aims and levels
of integration; the channels through which they can influence
the Community’s legislative and executive work; their policy-
making priorities; their links with the Economic and Social
Committee.
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