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Must we conclude from this then, that there is no hardship in the actual
Means Test which deprives the son or father of his earnings by making
him keep his unemployed relative, but only in the idea of being subjected
to an investigation ? If this is what the Pilgrim Committee means then it
is sheer nonsense. The hardship brought about by the Means Test is not
simply psychological but physical, and accentuates the very conditions of
poverty which they themselves describe in their book.

A third of the book is devoted to details about existing social service
centres and unemployed clubs, and repeated references to the need for
encouraging the unemployed to make the best use of their " leisure time."
Leisure is a strange word to couple up with starvation.

The investigators found that the unemployed frequently spoke of their
connections with the National Unemployed Workers' Movement and they
found that " one or two had dropped out because they did not think it any
use, but the majority of those who spoke about it evidently valued it."
The opinion of the investigators, however, is that " the tendency of such
organisations is with the younger men at least to encourage them not get to
work." I presume that this deduction is made from the fact that the National
Unemployed Workers' Movement spurns charity and demands that the
State make proper provision for the unemployed. But in striking contrast
to the inaction of charity organisations, the National Unemployed Workers'
Movement constantly agitates for the provision of work at trade union wages,
and a little enquiry into its literature or a talk with the branch committees
would have readily revealed this. But there are none so blind as those who
don't want to see.

From reading this book I gather the impression that there must have
been definite restriction imposed upon the scope of the study ; anxiety
not to defend the powers that be, and perhaps a good deal of editorial blue-
pencilling. The investigators must surely have formed more definite opinions
on the subject of unemployment than have been stated in this book, and I
would ask them to follow up with a second volume in which they " let
themselves go " so that we may have a more concrete and fundamental
treatment of the subject.

WAL HANNINGTON.
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and with a twenty-five page introduction by the author.
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