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method of disarming the victims of the
Axis used against China, Abyssinia and
Spain, under the pretence of “treoting
both sides equally™ (pp. 170, 268, 282).

Taken t1ogether, the two books present
a devastating reply to those who pre-
tend that the present world conflict is
unt an imperialist war.

II. How to Fight for -

Peace

The tfour speeches of Molotov, de-
Hvered at the Supreme Soviet of the
U.S.S.R. between August, 1939, and
August, 1940, and nwow published with
a foreword by D. N. Pritt, K.C., M P,
reveal a totally new kind of diplomacy™
As Pritt remarks, it has heen ** elear
and consistent to a quite unusual de-
gree,”” in which, contrary to the prac-
tice of Austen Chamberlain and Samuel
Hoare, lord Halifax and Anthony
Kden, the People's Commissar  for
Foreign Affairs ** savs what he means
and means what he says.”’

The first speech, made on August
31, 1939, after the signature of the
Soviet-German Pact of Non-Aggression,
gives a trenchant summary of the
Anglo-Franco-Soviet negotiations  of
that vear. Here is such a crushing
exposure of British imperialist democ-
racy that—most significant-——even at
the height of the anti-Soviet campaign
during the Finnish war, when the
British Government stuck at nothing,
it did not dare to attempt an answer.

What are the facts reealled by
Molotov’s speech? First, that through-
out the negotiations the British and
Freneh Governments displayed an un-
belicvable frivolousness and dilatori-
ness—dragging out the political nego-
tiations from April until August, after
the U.8.8.R. had made a clear olffer,
based on reciprocity and equality of
obligations.  Second, that the military
missions which they sent to Moscow
in August were a farce, alike in their
composition, their lack of powers and
their refusal to talk about Soviet mili-
tary help for Poland, 'Third, that all
this time the Germans and TItaltaps
were winning success atter success in
Furope, and consequently the Anglo-
French tactics were obviously caleu-
lated to e¢ncourage Hitler: while their
attitude over Poland infullibly meant
that he could go on against Poland,

# Soviet Peace  Poliey 7 Four
Speeches by V. Molotov. Lawrcence
& Wishart, 1941, 101 pp.  3s. 6d.

too, it hie iked—and against the Soviet
Union.

Ifrom these factx the Soviet Govern-
ment could and did draw one conclu-
sion. It is our duty to think of the
interests of the Soviet people, the in-
terests ol the Union of Soviet Soclalist
Republics — all the more because we
are firmly convinced that the interests
of the USSR, comecide with the fun-
damental interests of the peoples of
other countries.”  The task was light-
ened because the German Government
itself decided to change its policy to-
wards the U.SS.R. The result was
the  Soviet-German  Non-Aggression
Pact ol August 23, 1939— On the
strength of which the U.S SR, is not
obliged to involve itself in war either
on the side of Great Britain against
Germany or on the side of Germany
against Great Britain.””  Molotov deals
sharply with the arguments used by
those who thought otherwise.

The sccond speech was delivered on
October 31, after two months of war.
Molotov gave a striking and still un-
answered analysis of the causes and
tature of the new imperialist struggle,
and-—months  before  Churchill-—de-
clared: ** This war promises nothing
to the working class but bloody sacri-
fice and hardship.” By contrast, he
recapitulated the prineiples constitut-
ing the new basis of Noviet-German
relations.

But Molotov had other great events
to report in the sphere of  Soviet
forcign policy.  First was the reoccu-
pation of Ukrainian and Byelorussian
territory seized by the Polish imper-
ialist  landlords in 1919-20, and the
consequent  liheration  of 13 million
people (whose conditions of barbarows
oppression  had  been  eloquently  des-
cribed, more than once, by British
journalists before the war). Nexi came
the Pacts of Mutual Assistance con-
cluded with the (then capitalist) re-
publics of Estonia, Latvia and lLithu-
ania—pacts  which  kept  the  Baltie
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States out ol the wur, while ensuring
respeet  for their internal affairs, so
long as thelr governments loyally ful-
filled the Pacts.

Then there were negotintions which
had Aailed.  One was with Finland,
lor territorial adjustments which would
have greatly added to Finnish terei-
tory while yeinforcing Soviet sceurity.
One ole the mosl unmistakeable signs
ol the anti-Soviet campaign which was
worked up by the British Press in the
carly winter ol 1939 was the fact that
not a single capitalist newspaper dared
to publish this section of Molotov's
speech v Wl Lastly theve weve the
abortive megotiations  with  Turkey,
which failed because the Turkish Gov-
ernment had tied up its destinies with
Britain and France. ™ Whether Turkey
will not come to regret it we shall not
iry 1o guess,” was Molotov's dry com-
nent.

The whole of this speech 1s packed
with forgotien facts of international
history and valuable material for un-
derstanding Soviet toreign poliey. The
same applies o Molotov's  comments
on the Anglo-Freneh campaign against
made v his third
speech (Mareh 290 1040), At a {ime
when there s once again glib talk of
the Soviet Union’s *rejecting Britsh
overtures " and o lining up with Ger-
many,”’ 1t is appropriate to  reeall
Molot fov's citalogne of hostile Anglo-
I'rench acts against the USSR i
the winter of 1939-10, and his caustle
remark that © the plans of the British
and Freuch rualing civeles to utilise our
country in the war against Germany
have been frustrated, aud as a result
they are pursuing a poliey of revenge
towards the soviet Union.” That

A Classic of

Ouie Step Forwacd, Two Steps Back, by
Vo 1. Lenin. Lawreence & Wishart, 6s.
At the outbreak of the war there

existed a certain amount ol confusion

it the ranks of o number ol the Com-
munist Parties as to the character of
imperialist policy wnd the methods of
struggle against it. But the mistakes
commitied were speedily rectified and
the meaning of the big (lmnges in the
entire  duternational  sitnation  were
cuickly grasped. In all countriés the

Communist Parties have carried out

a correct policy expressive ot the in-

terests of the working class.  This is

.

MONTHLY

policy of revenge, 1t may be remarked,
has been pursued ever since. nobwith-
standing every Soviet effort to improve .
velations with this country.

The height of that poliey, of course,
was reached 1 the Finnish War, to
which  Molotov  devotes the bulk of
his speech.  *“ What was going on in
Finland was nol merely our collision
with Finunish troops. 1i was a colli- .
ston with the combined forces of a
number of imperialist States, most hos-
tile towards the Soviet Uwion.’” And
there are still politicians and journal-
ists a-plenty who ask, with innoeent
surprise,  © Why doesn’t the Soviet
Government {rust ux? " Here, too,
there are many notable facts ol which
Molotov’s speech reminds us.

The fourth speech, made on Auguast
1. 19140, contains further examples of
such facts—ihe attempts of the British
Press to intimidute the USSR by
the prospect of the growih ot Ger-
many’s  strength, the appenrance of
mysterious  foreign  aeroplanes,  com-
g from Tuarkey and [ran, over Batum
and Baku (in March and Apnil), the
British  embargo on the Baltie gold
(Julyy., Al the sawme l’imo 1t gives a
mass of further evideuce of the Noviet
fiecht Tor peace.

Throughout these - speechey rims  the
connecting thread of Molotoyv's insistence
that the Soviel Union wever has been and
necer il be the fool of the policu of
ollers, that the. USSR has  orays
pursied ds own policy and aliraps will
pursue ity dreespective of whelther these
gerdry i otles cowidries lilve (6 or wnot,
Those who rvack their brains over the
“riddle of the Wremlin 7 would do well
to remember it
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one  of  the  tundamental  differences
between 1911 and 1939, To-day there
exist tried revolutionary parties.  Far
from having collapsed as in 1914, the
international movewent is fullilling its
historic tasks, and the rise of the mass
movement against the imperialist war
has already hegun.

The stenificance of these facts, even
the facts themselves, have been ob-
seured by the everlasting propaganda
of the bourgeois Press and its hangers--
on about * orders from Moscow ” and'
“political  somersaults.” Actually,
the British Communist Party reached ’



