of the war, this was not to be; how-
ever, the post-war reconstruction plan
will carry production well beyond
pre-war levels to 25.4 million tons in
1950.  Socialist construction forges
ahead. No wonder that the first land
of socialism longs for peace in which
to realise the full potentialities of a
socialist economy.

Against the background of his
‘historical survey of socialism in prac-
‘tice Dobb introduces some theoretical
questions of socialist planning such as
the planning system, the financial
system, the location of industry and
so forth. Detailed consideration of
these sections which are full of interest
and illumination is not here possible,
and it must suffice to commend them
as a challenge to the falsification
of socialist theory. Dobb’s book
will therefore be not only of great
value within the labour movement; it
is also a powerful weapon in the
battle for socialist ideas in academic
circles.

JoHN EATON.

Bloody Terror of Franco

Sleepless Spain by Victor Alba (The
Cobbelt Press, 8/6).

THeE main value of this book, which
15 well-written, is in the way it gets
under the surface and exposes much
of ihe rottenness, corruption and
bloody terror of the Franco dictator-
ship. The unending executicns, batch
after batch disposed of night after
night after travestiss of trials for
which Franco is directly responsible,
stand out vividly in this journalist’s
book.

Although not enough appears, it is
possible to get a picture of the terrible
poverty of the workers in face of
soaring prices, miserable wages and
long hours fixed by the Falangist
Syndicats (Fascist Union Organisa-
tions) over which the workers have no

control. The exploitation of the girls
of Almendralejo by the dried up,
religious old marchioness and the

appalling poverty of the labourers of
Elmeria, many suffering from
trachoma, leave the reader under no
illusions about the workers’ lot, The

picture of the lot of the peasantry,
millions of whom are landless, is a
mnerciless  exposure of the whole
system, supported by the Army, the
Church and the Feudal Landowners.

Nevertheless the book has a great
weakness, and the fact that it was
finished two years ago in 1946 is not
sufficient to explain away its pessimism,
I would say its defeatism, about both
the anti-Franco Fight and the solu-
tion of the Spanish problem. Speak-
ing through a middle class lawyer, he
says this: “Have you ever sesn a
people succeed in ridding itself of
Government tyrants as the Jacobins
did? Never in modern timegs.” He
can say that with the example of the

great  October Revolution before
him. His conclusion about thz over-

throw of Franco is
* Spain cannot be an exception.
Régimes, whether democratic or
totalitarian, yield only by przssure
or intervention from abroad.”

This is the weakness of thz book.
There is  insufficient faith in the
Spanish people. Its peasantry whe
are today In increasing numbers join-
ing the “Guerrilleras”. Its working
class who have staged such tremen-
dous strikes as those in the Basque
coun.ry, Barcelona, Sabadéll and else-
where, since this book was written it
is true, but who were already actively
fighting then and who havz never
given up since the Franco victory.

The fighting leadership given to the
movement by the heroic members of
the Spanish Communist Party, the best
elements of Socialists and Republicans
inside Spain is not recognised.

There is a danger some readers of
Sleepless Spain might draw the false
conclusion that, well, any other kind
of Government so long as Franco is
out would be welcome. That is
what Bevin and the British Embassy
gentlemen hope for. 1 don’t think it
is what the author would wani, and
I'm sure the warm-hearted, hospitable
and brave Spanish people, with the
aid of the workers everywhers, will
not replace Franco, with Prieto, Don
Juan or any other betrayer, but by
the Republic, free, independent and
peaceful.

PETER KERRIGAN.
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than the magazine as such. Most cordial greetings and best wishes for your
courageous fight against international fascism and warmongering.”

M.Z. (Iiresdcn).
WORLD'S GREATEST PLAYWRIGHT.

Perhaps, before leaving this subject I ought to mention our oldest reader,
who is both Ancient and Modern. When the world’s greatest playwright last
week renewed his subscription for two years—a neat gesture of confidence in
both himself and us—he did not scruple to put the balance of his cheque to the
development fund, which will be duly acknowledged next month.

A VERY PRESENT HELP...

Now would be the fitting moment to remind readers that this year, too,
they can buy a Christmas and New Year gift token. This provides a sub-
scription for a friend and a greeting card you can send on to him or her to
announce the good news. (6s. per half-year; 12s. for a year; Two for £1 1s,;
Three for £1 10s.). A very present help in trouble, your present problem is
solved a month ahead!

A NICE CROP.

The fund, readers will notice, is doing rather well—a nice late autumn-
flowering crop. If we find ourselves beginning the New Year with something in
hand, it will of course be due to the efforts of the supporters, who contributed
during September the sum of:

£46 : 5s. : 0d.

SEPTEMBER DONATIONS LIST, 1948

Anon., Whitchurch, 1s; W. F. Lakin-Smith, 2s 6d; RF.B.,, £3; II. N. Humphreys,
3s 6d; J. Clement, 4s 11d; L. Rowan, 6s; D. M. Clarke, 10s; Royston Greene, 35 6d; 8.
Mill, 10s; T. Flood, 28 6d; Mrs. K. Kennedy, 28 6d; T'W.R., £1; L’Humanité, 2s; D, H.
Strathern and Friends, 5s; H.S.M., 25 6d; S. Morrissey, 10s; Olivia Greene, £2; H.B.,
Chelmsford, £1; 0.A.P., 1s; R. McLeod, 5s; F. Renouf, 5s; D. Rees, 10s; E. D. McCallum,
5s5; Director, £2; Socialist Sailor, £1; J. A. Purton, 7s 6d; P. N. Brinson, 10s.

Other contributions include:—

S. J. McCullock, £1; Mrs. Glaser, 45; M. Greenstone, 10s; E. Greening, 8s; 8. T.
Puzey, 8s; A. Crosby, 8s; Mrs. D, Stenton, 9s 6d; Mrs. M. P. F. Barrass, 1s 6d; K. B. Kay,
8s; P. Maurice, 8s; Mrs. M. Maddock, 3s; A Comrade, £10: Mrs. J. M. G. Street, 7s; G.
Cameron, 8s; P. Crefield, 2s; A. E. Perkins, 13s; C.R., 8s; J. B. Thompson, £1 10s; G.
S. Robertson, 3s; R. P. Neal, 8s; P. W. Norman, 8s; F.J.R., 83; A. Attfield, 2s 6d; J.
Baker, S5s; A. Bruce, 8s; 1. J. Coouper, 8s; N, Welford, 10s; W. Winsch, 8s; J. W. Moaney,
8s; Miss G. Warrack, 8s; ¥. Berry, 4s; R. G. Sandeman, 2s 6d; G. F. Burn, £1; R.L.M,,
7d; W. Carrick, 1s 6d; R. G. Wrightson, £1 8s; J.V.R,, 4s; E.Q., 6d; D. Pcrcival, 8s; G,
H. Montgomery, 7s; R. Thomas, 15; D. N. L., 4s; In acknowlcdgment of R.P.1.’s Broaid-
cast (Mizss M.R.M.), £1 1s; R. W. Lawson, £2 8s; For *he Broadcast (I.t. W.T.W.), 4s; k.
Addyman, 3s; W. J. Paul, 8s; J. Letzter, 55; T. 1. Greenfield, 1s; F. F. Snowdon, 4s.

Our thanks to you all. ANGELA TUCKETT.
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