
OSTEND IN 1914 

BY M A J O R - G E N E R A L SIR GEORGE ASTON, K.C.B 

'HAVE you got any uniform?' 
I got up from my table in what used 

to be the First Sea Lord's room at the 
Admiralty to meet no less a man than 
the Chief of the War Staff. I t was be-
tween six and seven o'clock on a fine 
summer's evening, August 25, 1914 — 
the day when the little Old Contem-
temptibles were standing, hard pressed, 
a t Le Cateau, the Belgian army from 
Malines was approaching Louvain, and 
the Hun had begun there the practices 
which will make the name of Prussian 
'mil i tarism' stink in the nostrils of all 
right-minded peoples in generations yet 
unborn. 

In the comparative peace of an office 
it seemed much like any other evening. 
The sun was blazing into the room 
through the leaves of the trees of St. 
James's Park, and the shadow of the 
Memorial to the Royal Marines who 
went the way of glory in China and 
South Africa lay strongly defined across 
the grass. The usual crowd in civilian 
at t ire was wending its way homewards 
from Whitehall by the footpaths and 
across the Mall. We all wore plain 
clothes in those days a t the Admiralty, 
and, having been ordered up in a hurry 
from Portsmouth on the first day of 
naval mobilization, August 2, 1914, I 
had brought no uniform with me. 
I held the rank of Colonel a t the time, 
but from 1908 to 1913 had served in 
the army as a Brigadier-General, which 
explains my answer. 

' I ' m not sure, bu t I think I have 
some Brigadier-General's uniform at 
my tailor's, which I could get if he is 
still open.' 

'Then you'll have to be promoted. 
You had better hurry up, as you are to 
take command of a force of Marines at 
once, and occupy Ostend at daybreak 
to-morrow morning. You must get 
down to Chatham to-night, and join 
H.M.S. at Sheerness. The First 
Lord will tell you all the rest before you 
start. ' 

That was an interesting proposition, 
not without an element of excitement. 
The first point to settle was who was to 
come first, my tailor, or the First Lord. 
The tailor, obviously, because his es-
tablishment. would close in a few 
minutes, and the First Lord would not 
be likely to be leaving the office for 
dinner before 8 P.M. TO the tailor by 
taxi, just in time; a hasty mustering of 
kit, tight and uncomfortable, and blue 
instead of service dress, but better than 
going off to hold a General's command 
on service against the German army in 
a gray flannel suit and a straw hat, 
which, as far as I can remember, was 
what I was wearing at the time. Then 
full speed to Eaton Place, where a kind 
friend was putting me up. A hasty 
simultaneous packing and explanation, 
a commission to the son of the house, a 
great personal chum, to get me an elec-
tric torch, and some handy form of 
soup essence, the two things most use-
ful on my last campaign, as far as I 
could remember a t the moment. A 
foolscap sized order-book with carbon 
paper for copies, picked up on my way, 
and back to the Admiralty by about 
7.45 to see the First Lord. 

I do not know whether all people are 
affected in the same way by soft and 
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noiseless carpets. There is something 
about them which with me always 
causes a sense of abasement towards 
their owners. The Admiralty building 
contains many corridors, but only one 
of them is covered with material to 
soften the' footfall of those who ap-
proach the Presence. Across that awe-
inspiring corridor I was escorted by a 
messenger. Even after eight years 
spent in the great Government offices, 
the messengers who protect the inmates 
from the public still inspire me with the 
reverence felt by Dean Hole in the pres-
ence of the butler to a Duke; but let 
tha t pass. The messenger showed me 
into the inner sanctuary on the first 
floor of the Admiralty, looking across 
the Horse Guards Parade to the For-
eign Office. With the First Lord was 
the Chief of Staff and the Adjutant-
General of Marines. I was given my 
orders, and asked my requirements. 
These were maps, two hundred 
bicycles, five hundred rounds of am-
munition per rifle; as little personal 
kit for the men as possible, one or 
two staff officers, with the proper 
headquarter 'details,' without which it 
is impossible to handle a 'brigade,' as 
the force was called, in the field, and — 
'Can I have those orders in writing, 
please?' 

That went without saying, of course, 
and, followed by wishes for good luck, I 
went off to my room to square up my 
Admiralty work. The words of a lec-
ture on tactics once delivered to young 
officers then occurred to me. I t ended 
with the words, 'Don' t forget the three 
most important points when you go on 
active service: (1) Think of your men 
before you think of yourself; (2) Eat , 
drink, and sleep whenever you get a 
chance; and (3) Grease your boots.' 
The'first and third did not apply to the 
present situation, the second did. The 
Admiralty restaurant did their best in 
the time available, and while I was 

dealing with a cold meal and a railway 
guide simultaneously the good friend 
arrived with his motor, an electric 
torch, the soup essence, his favorite 
knife (which I still have), and twenty 
pounds in gold — a detail I had for-
gotten to provide. 

Before leaving the Admiralty I called 
for my orders, which were given me, 
with the latest information (8.30 P.M.) 
from people in London who had left 
Ostend that day in a hurry, because the 
German troops were said to be ap-
proaching the town. The Belgian gar-
rison had been removed to Antwerp, 
leaving Ostend undefended except for 
about two hundred gendarmes, who 
'engaged about three hundred German 
Uhlans, who came from Thielt. ' These 
gendarmes having' suffered about forty-
five casualties, and having defended the 
honor of the town, intend to surrender 
when larger forces of Germans arrive.' 
Tha t added considerably to the interest 
of the situation. I caught my train to 
Chatham, was met by an officer on the 
naval Commander-in-Chief's staff, had 
a charming interview with the Com-
mander-in-Chief himself at Admiralty 
House, and soon was sleeping peace-
fully in the stern sheets of a picket boat 
racing down the Medway to Sheerness 
with the lights of Chatham fading 
away in the distance. 

I t must have been some time be-
tween 1 A.M. and 2 A.M. on the 26th 
when we arrived alongside the gang-
way of H.M.S. . The Admiral had 
left a message that he would like a talk 
with me, and I gathered that one of the 
bat ta l ions—the R.M.L.I. from Chat-
ham — was to go over in the same 
ship, and was not expected to arrive 
till morning. That put out of the ques-
tion any idea of my carrying out my 
orders to occupy Ostend at daybreak. 
At all events, it is a well-known prin-
ciple that ' from high-water mark to 
high-water mark ' all responsibility for 
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.the m o v e m e n t of oversea exped i t iona ry 27. So. a f t e r all t he re was to be ano ther 
forces rests wi th t h e n a v y , a n d t h e best n ight in a man-of -war ' s cabin, which I 
course was obvious ly t o t u r n in a n d get know f rom experience to be t h e best 
w h a t migh t prove to be t h e last chance . place in the world for sound sleep. As 
of a n ight ' s rest for some t ime . T h e t h e flagship was anchored so far out , 
C h a t h a m ba t ta l ion of R . M . L . I , a r r ived and it was i m p o r t a n t t o be nearer the 
ear ly in t h e morn ing — r a t h e r a won- shore so as to be ab le t o land quite 
de r fu l record, if t h e y got t h e o rde rs a t early, get in touch wi th t h e Belgian 
t h e s ame t ime as I go t mine , because author i t ies , a n d clear u p t h e si tuat ion 
t h e y brought tons of s tores a n d equip- as soon as possible, I decided to move 
m e n t w i th them, and I had b rough t to a smaller war-vessel drawing less 
none. W e got u n d e r w a y a f t e r b reak- wate r and anchored close to t h e town, 
fas t , and spent t h e t i m e s t u d y i n g t h e M y ' h e a d q u a r t e r s ' were, accordingly, 
cha r t a n d t h e one m a p I had m a n a g e d shif ted t h a t night . If r a the r deficient 
t o purloin before leaving t h e A d m i r - in essentials, these headqua r t e r s had 
a l ty . T h e voyage was w i t h o u t inci- t h e a d v a n t a g e of being mobile, con-
den t , b u t s o m e w h a t enl ivened by a sisting, as t h e y did, of myself , a small 
suggest ion t h a t if we found Os tend in valise, a map, an order-book, an elec-
t h e possession of t h e G e r m a n a r m y I t r ie torch, a packe t of soup ext rac t , 
m i g h t land a t some po in t near by, and t w e n t y pounds in gold, a n d a f r iend 's 
so t u r n t hem ou t . W i t h t h a t a r m y a t pocket-knife. At t h e last m o m e n t I 
t h e s t r eng th with which it was credi ted, enlisted t h e services of a l ieutenant-
t h a t was a high c o m p l i m e n t to o u r re- commander in t h e navy , an expert in 
sourcefulness, b u t a f t e r confer r ing wi th gunnery and in a i rc ra f t , who rose t o t h e 
t h e Admira l , and ga the r ing t h a t he had occasion and accepted t h e post of 
a pressing engagemen t e lsewhere next Br igade -Majo r . 
d a y (since disclosed as t h e g rea t sweep W e managed t o get a b o u t t h ree 
of t h e Hel igoland Bigh t , in which he hours ' sleep on board , and we landed 
took pa r t ) , we decided t h a t t h e best together a t 3 A.M., hav ing added to the 
course would be t o defer wres t l ing wi th headquar te r s e q u i p m e n t a small Union 
a n y new problems unti l he h a d cleared Jack , ' b o r r o w e d ' f r o m H i s M a j e s t y ' s 
u p t h e s i tuat ion a t Os tend . ship in which we h a d spen t t h e night . 

W e arr ived t h e r e in t h e evening, a n d Arriving on the quay , ' we found the 
anchored some w a y ou t , in fac t so far M a y o r and chief officials, who had 
t h a t t h e coast line coulcl h a r d l y be dis- heard t h a t we should a r r ive earlier, 
t inguished in t h e fail ing l ight , and and had spent an h o u r or so wai t ing for 
t h e r e was lit t le t o be seen of t h e town us in some discomfor t in t h e d r a u g h t y 
b u t two smudges on t h e hor izon, one harbor s ta t ion. As t h e first ba t ta l ion 
obvious ly t h e big l ighthouse, a n d t h e was t imed to land in a few minutes , 
o the r subsequen t ly proved t o be a high there was not much t i m e for formal-
w a t e r tower . B y t h a t t i m e it was blow- ities; in fact , for t h e nex t t w e n t y 
ing freshly, and t h e r e was r a t h e r a hours or so, t he re was n o t m u c h t ime 
n a s t y shor t sea. T o p u t men in m a r c h - for a n y t h i n g but organiz ing work , and 
ing order into boa t s u n d e r such condi- t he issue of orders . I n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t 
t ions was ou t of t h e ques t ion , b u t we the enemy was scan ty , a n d had to be 
received a repor t f rom t h e shore t h a t improved. The re was not even t ime to 
Os tend had not been occupied by t h e run round in a car a n d look a t t he lie of 
•enemy, and decided to defer t h e land- t h e g r o u n d ; all t h a t c o u l d b e d o n e w a s t o 
ing till 3.30 the next morning , A u g u s t make some sort of a p lan to hold the 
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approaches , divide t h e ground u p i n t o 
sections, and send t h e bat ta l ions , off a s 
t h e y ar r ived , which t h e y began to do 
in a b o u t a quar te r of an hour, br inging 
wi th t h e m about th ree hundred t o n s 
of s tores which had to be man-hand led 
on t h e q u a y b y our own men. T h e r e 
was no o the r labor available. 

H e r e I will quo te f rom a le t t e r 
wr i t t en f r o m Ostend, t h r e e days a f t e r -
wards , t o a friend highly placed on t h e 
A d m i r a l t y War Staff . 

All "well and happy, but a real strenuous 
time. Seems about a month instead of 
about four days. Men behaving splen-
didly. Conditions trying, no transport, and 
seven miles of front intersected by big 
canals, meaning roundabout routes, and 
tons of ammunition, tools, and materials to 
handle. About two hundred tons of extra 
stuff not wanted. . . . Got ashore ahead of 
the men a t 3.30 A.M., the first day leaving 
full instructions about stuff to be landed 
with Senior Naval .Officer, but as there were 
three .S.N.O.'s during the day,fromfour to 
nine miles range of me, and communica-
tions broke down, things were a bit inter-
esting. Anyway, three battalions were got 
ashore somehow, and holding the position 
(guessed a t on the map of course as there 
was no chance of getting round it) before 
dark, and then, just before dark, the aero-
planes turned up unexpectedly, just after 
being reported by telephone as Germans 
approaching! Civil population of twenty-
five- thousand. . . . (About this incident 
more anon). What with all that, and Bel-
gian officers, municipality, civil guards, and 
telephones from the Belgian Ministry of 
War a t Antwerp, and the Belgian General 
at Bruges, I had a joy day. All alone a t 
first, no staff. But had C of the Air 
Department, and made him my Chief Staff 
Officer until the aircraft arrived. Forgot 
to add funeral of the five Belgians (not 
fifty) killed by Uhlans in the outskirts of 
the town forty-eight hours before we 
arrived, as another item of that first day, 
and since then this is my first spare mo-
ment; having found time for all except 
eating, sleeping,, and washing. Wish I ' d 
had time to report interesting situations as 
they developed but I have n ' t — they 'd 
fill a book. . . , Must think of more com-
fort for the men if i t ' s to be long. They are 
all healthy, happy, and good, but a bit on 

the old side -— I don't think any service 
could extemporize and come up smiling like 
ours, do you? 

Look ing a t t h a t old l e t t e r again, I 
t h i n k t h e words t h a t s t r ike m e most 
a r e — ' a bi t on t h e old side. ' Large 
n u m b e r s were pensioners, m e n w h o had 
served the i r c o u n t r y in var ious pa r t s of 
t h e wor ld for twen ty -one years or more, 
a n d h a d since spent m a n y years in civil 
life. G r a n d f a t h e r s , m a n y of t h e m , and 
exceedingly prosperous in the i r civilian 
voca t ions , j udg ing b y t he i r ful lness of 
h a b i t . I shal l never forge t t h e w a y they 
worked , or the i r keenness t o keep u p 
t h e r e p u t a t i o n of t h e old corps in which 
t h e y h a d spen t t h e bes t years of their 
lives. T h r e e ' b a t t a l i o n s ' of t hem 
l anded t h a t day . T h e a r m y expression 
was used t o describe t h e format ions , for 
w a n t of a be t te r name , b u t in t h e a r m y 
t h e word is used t o descr ibe a uni t — 
rough ly speaking, a b o u t a t housand 
s t rong — t ra ined t o g e t h e r y e a r - a f t e r 
year , f irst in pla toons , t h e n in com-
panies , t h e n as a whole ba t t a l ion , by 
clay a n d b y night , un t i l t h e whole or-
gan iza t ion responds ins t an taneous ly t o 
t h e will of t h e c o m m a n d e r . These men, 
splendid a s t h e y were individual ly , had 
n o t been t ra ined on those lines. T h e y 
were w h a t was left over when t h e crews 
of t h e mobilized ships h a d been m a d e 
up , collected toge ther , a n d only as-
sembled has t i ly in ' b a t t a l i o n s . ' 

T h e t h r e e ba t t a l ions landed on the 
f irst d a y were the L igh t I n f a n t r y f rom 
C h a t h a m , t h e Art i l lery (act ing as in-
f a n t r y ) f r o m Eas tney , a n d t h e Light 
I n f a n t r y f r o m Gospor t . T h e y mus-
t e red a few h u n d r e d over t w o thousand 
all to ld . T h e ' b r i g a d e ' h a d no t been 
'mob i l i zed , ' as t h e word is understood 
in t h e a r m y , which m e a n s t h a t they 
h a d no t r a n s p o r t of a n y k ind, n o t even 
w h a t is called first-line, on which ought 
t o be car r ied a m m u n i t i o n , machine 
guns, in t rench ing tools, signaling 
e q u i p m e n t ! and such-l ike essentials for 
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going in to ac t ion. T h e s h o r t a g e of 
officers a m o u n t e d t o a b o u t fifty per 
cen t of t h e n u m b e r s a l lowed, t h e shor t -
age of non-commiss ioned officers was 
also heavy , and t h e r e was a deficiency 
of specialists such as m a c h i n e gunners , 
signalers, and so f o r t h . F o r all t h a t , 
t h e ' b r i g a d e ' was c a p a b l e of giving a 
good, accoun t of itself in a defens ive 
posit ion, and , w i t h t r a in ing , would soon 
h a v e been capab le of be ing manoeuvred 
for shor t d i s tances in t h e field. All 
r a n k s rose to t h e occasion well, and 
extemporized somehow t o m e e t defi-

. ciencies.' So fa r no m a p s h a d t u r n e d up , 
so all t h a t could be done was t o ge t 
hold of as m a n y t o w n p lans as we 
could, and m a r k on t h e m t h e sections 
of t h e f ron t for t h e defense of which 
t h e different c o m m a n d e r s , a s t h e y 
a r r ived , would b e m a d e responsible. 
T h e r e was no f u r t h e r news of t h e 
enemy, b u t a G e r m a n a d v a n c e on t h e 
t o w n still seemed t o be expected , and 
t h e impression I g a t h e r e d was t h a t , 
f r o m t h e point of view of t h e inhab i t -
a n t s , i t would be p re fe rab le t o declare 
Os tend an open t own , l ike Brussels, 
unless sufficiently s t rong forces were 
l anded to keep off all e n e m y forces 
likely t o move on t h e coas t . 

Os tend was so well known a s a pleas-
ure resor t before t h e w a r t h a t i t seems 
unnecessary t o give a n y de ta i led de-
scr ipt ion of t h e place. T h e houses 
ex tend a long w a y a long t h e coas t t o 
t h e wes tward of t h e h a r b o r en t rance , 
a n d a shor t w a y t o t h e e a s t w a r d . A 
line measu red r o u n d t h e outsk i r t s , 
p rovid ing a field of fire c lear of houses, 
measures be tween seven a n d eight 
miles. B e y o n d t h e houses , t h e high 
sand-dunes screen t h e c o u n t r y inland 
f r o m view f r o m seaward ; so, w i thou t 
very carefu l p r e p a r a t i o n s for indirect 
fire, no dependence could be placed 
upon t h e gunf i re of f r i end ly vessels t o 
assist in t h e defense . Shal low wa te r 
runs o u t a long w a y , so n o t h i n g bigger 

t h a n des t royers can anchor near t h e 
shore, and no t a rge t of value could be 
seen f r o m the i r gun p la t forms in case 
of an a t t a c k . 

Well, t o m a k e a long s tory shor t , t h e 
approaches t o t h e t own were soon occu-
pied, mach ine guns a n d the i r crews 
dug in, a n d p ro tec t ed by barr iers of 
ba rbed wire. T h e shops of Os tend pro-
vided a cer ta in n u m b e r of ramshackle 
old bicycles t o add to our small supply 
of a b o u t t w e n t y , a n d by the i r help 
pat rols were sent ou t along t h e roads 
by which t h e enemy migh t approach . 
I t was a s t renuous morning . B y 1 P.M. 
i t was possible t o repor t t o t h e A d -
mi ra l ty . t ha t we were firmly es tab-
lished, a n d t h e in format ion a d d e d 
a b o u t t h e enemy is still, I th ink , of 
considerable historic in teres t . I t was 
t o t h e effect t h a t Bruges a n d Dix-
mude , respectively, were clear of hostile 
t roops, and t h e enemy ' s ma in co lumns 
were using t h e Brusse ls -Renaix-Tour-
na i road. ' C a v a l r y a t M e n i n a n d Ypres 
on 26th. Large body a t Lille. ' T h e 
ma in columns referred to clearly be-
longed, in t h e l ight of la ter in fo rma-
t ion, t o t h e p a r t of von Kl i ick 's a r m y , 
of which t h e leading t roops began t o 
work round t h e Br i t i sh lef t f lank v ia 
T o u r n a i on t h e 23d, dur ing t h e ba t t l e 
of Mons . T h i s gives a n indicat ion of 
t h e s t r eng th of t h a t a r m y , a n d t h e line 
followed by t h e m o s t n o r t h e r n co lumn 
in t h e grea t t u rn ing m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h 
Belgium. 

T h e a f t e rnoon of t h a t first d a y was 
marked by a n incident which m i g h t 
h a v e had a t rag ic ending, t h e a r r iva l of 
t h e advanced gua rd of a smal l force of . 
aeroplanes belonging to t h e R . N . A . S . 
T o explain t h e feelings of t h e popu la -
t ion we m u s t recall t h e d a t e — A u g u s t 
27. On t h e 25th t h e Belgian a r m y h a d 
advanced sou thwards f r o m Mal ines t o 
within four miles of Louva in , in t he i r 
ga l lant a t t e m p t t o d r a w down u p o n 
t h e m some of t h e G e r m a n troops, which 
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would otherwise be used in t h e g rea t p ro tec t ion aga ins t some expected terror 
a r m y t h e n being hurled towards P a r i s in t h e sky. A t t h e same t i m e c a m e the 
round t h e flank of t he Franco-Br i t i sh sound of firing f rom t h e direction of 
a rmy . In s t ead of meet ing t h e Belgians t h e ou tpos t s . I t tu rned o u t t h a t a re-
in fair f ight in t h e field, t h e Germans p o r t had been spread t h a t G e r m a n air 
tr ied a m e t h o d of war fa re peculiarly ra iders were coming; b u t confidence 

' their own. T h e y tr ied t o cow t h e spir i t was res tored when some R . N . A . S . aero-
of t h e Belgian nat ion by.del iberate a n d p lanes a r r ived to join m y l i t t le force 
careful ly organized cruel ty and o u t - a n d scout t h e neighborhood for me. 
rage. S t ree t s of Louvain were set Lucki ly , only t h e leader had been shot 
on fire by incendiaries, t ra ined a n d a t , a n d he was well ahead of t h e others ; 
equipped for such work before t hey left he seemed to t a k e his welcome as to be 
their own count ry . M e n , women, a n d expected , a n d all in t h e d a y ' s work, 
children escaping f rom t h e burn ing N e x t morn ing ano the r bat ta l ion 
houses were shot down deliberately, l anded , t h e R . M . L . I , f r o m P l y m o u t h , 
Others were herded together a n d a n d we s t reng thened t h e defenses. A 
driven t o t h e nor thward as. a screen smal l nava l airship also t u r n e d up . We 
for t h e pol t roon protectors of the im- - had news a t first h a n d dur ing t h a t day 
p o r t a n t ra i lway cent re and depot on f r o m Br i t i sh soldiers who had been cut 
t h e lines of communica t ion of t h e g rea t off in t h e M o n s fighting, h a d lain hid-

-a rmy. Crowds of hostages, men , den, escaped a t t en t ion , and- filtered 
women, and l i t t le children, f rom neigh- t h r o u g h t h e German lines t o t h e coast, 
boring towns a n d villages, were dr iven m o v i n g chiefly by n ight , and living on 
into Louva in a f t e r suffering indescrib- w h a t was lef t of the i r haversack rations 
ab le indigni t ies ,c rue l t ies ,and pr ivat ion, a n d w h a t t h e y could pick u p b y the 
Some were dr iven into the Belgian lines way . T h e y were f rom several regi-
a t Mal ines , t o m a k e sure t h a t t h e hor- m e n t s , a n d all imbued by t h e same 
rors should be recounted. Some were idea, how t o get back to t h e m in t ime 
t igh t ly packed in to rai lway t rucks , u p for t h e nex t bat t le . Wo got t h e m off to 
to the i r ankles in old horse-dung, a n d Fo lkes tone , and I hope t h e y had their 
kep t s t and ing there , s tarved a n d wish. T h e y were a fine lot. T h e next 
th i r s ty , for several days, a n d t aken in to d a y , A u g u s t 29,. was more eventful . 
G e r m a n y in the i r misery as a raree- W e had news of t h e expected ar r iva l by 
show over which t h e German c r o w d s — sea of some thousands of Belgian 
m a n y women among them — re- t roops , who a f t e rwards t u rned ou t to 
joiced and gloated. B y t h e 27th news be t h e remains of t h e 4 th Belgian Divi-
of these deeds in Louva in , and even sio/i, t h e one t h a t was so near ly cu t off 
worse repor ts f rom o ther places t h a t i n - N a m u r , sailed t o H a v r e , a n d was 
lay in the p a t h of t h e German armies , coming round by sea t o join the 
had reached t h e people of Ostend, a n d main Belgian a r m y near A n t w e r p . At 
refugees had begun to arr ive. t h e s ame t i m e orders c a m e to cover 

Ea r ly in the evening, when most of the i r d i sembarka t ion aga ins t all a t -
- t h e office work had been got th rough , I t acks , a n d th i s news a d d e d m u c h to the 

s t a r t ed in a borrowed car t o visit t h e in te res t of t h e s i tuat ion ; if t h e Germans 
ou tpos t s and h a v e a look a t t he coun- knew a b o u t it, t h e cu t t ing off of this 
t r y ou ts ide t h e town, in case we should division would be a t e m p t i n g operat ion, 
h a v e a n y fighting. I found the people should t h e r e be a n y forces t o spare for 
in t h e s t reets much excited, verging on such an under tak ing . W e also had 
panic, a n d m a n y crowded to me for some r a t h e r vague repor t s of a German 
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force, which appea red f rom t h e descrip-
t ion t o be a division a t A u d e n a r d e , 
which is a b o u t fo r ty miles f rom Os tend . 
L a t e t h a t evening occurred a cur ious 
inc ident , in connect ion wi th intelli-
gence reports , f rom which I learned a 
lesson for f u t u r e gu idance . I did not 
believe much in a n y prospec t of 
a t tack , ' bu t had t h e A u d e n a r d e repor t s 
a t the back of m y mind , when a repor t 
was b rough t in t h a t t h e t e l ephone had 
been cu t on t h e road f rom A u d e n a r d e 
t o Ostend a t a cer ta in t ime . Soon a f t e r -
wards , a n o t h e r repor t t h a t i t had been 
cu t f u r t h e r to t h e no r thwards , t h e 
in te rva l cor responding with t h e r a t e of 
m a r c h of an i n f a n t r y co lumn, t h e n 
a n o t h e r similar inc ident , still nearer ! 
W e h a d a council of war . D e b a t e d 
upon t h e ques t ion of t he civil popula-
t ion of twen ty - f ive t h o u s a n d . A l soupon 
t h e necessi ty for covering t h e disem-
barka t ion of t h e Belgian t roops . Also 
upon t h e fact t h a t our line was over 
seven miles long, wi th only a b o u t 
t h ree t housand men to hold it. T h e 
only sa t i s fac tory solut ion of t h e prob-
lem appeared to be to get t h e whole 
toge ther , ' ancl m a r c h o u t a t d a w n to 
a t t a c k t h e head of t h e enemy ' s column 
outs ide t h e town . T h e n we t h o u g h t we 
would h a v e a f inal look a t t h e intelli-
gence repor ts , a n d not iced t h a t , al-
though ' t h e t imes w e r e , given, the re 
were no da tes . T h e nex t s t ep was to 
t e s t t h e t r u t h of t h e news by calling u p 
on t h e t e lephone all t h e places men-
t i o n e d — ' C o m m u n i c a t i o n s all correct 
now a n d no e n e m y in t h e ne ighbor-
hood !' T h e repor t s were t h r e e or four 
d a y s old, ancl h a p p e n e d t o a r r ive on 
t h a t day and in t h a t o rder ! I suppose 
t h e U h l a n pa t ro l which had been in t h e 
ne ighborhood h a d done t h e cu t t ing . 
T h e j r gave us q u i t e an in te res t ing half 
hour . T h e n a n o t h e r message, f rom t h e 
ou tpos t s th is t ime , t h a t a b o u t t h r e e 
hund red of t h e enemy were march ing 
on t h e town by t h e road f r o m Bruges . 

A h in t f r o m h e a d q u a r t e r s in reply , t h a t 
' t h e objecti,f h a v i n g ou tpos t s is t o give 
rest to thosc t h e y a l ' e p ro tec t ing , ' ancl 
so t o bed, a f t e r a f a i r ly in teres t ing day . 

On t h e 30th, t h e Belgian 4 t h D iv i -
sion arrived b y sea, ancl was railed u p 
count ry . \Ve h a d managed t o hire 
a b o u t f if ty bicycles by t h a t t ime , ancl a 
few motor cars , ancl t h e R . N . A . S . folk 
had receivw | a shipload of t h e m , so we 
could send ou t for f i rs t -hand in fo rma-
tion f rom the c o u n t r y round . O n e car , 
wi th an officer ancl a small gua rd , got 
close t o Menin , where the re were still 
G e r m a n t roops a t t h a t t ime, ancl one 
r an th rough T h o u r o u t , receiving a 
wildly enthusias t ic welcome f r o m t h e 
people. Poor folk, I t h ink t h a t t h e r e 
was a prevalent idea, bo th in Os tend 
a n d in the dis t r ic t , t h a t sa lva t ion f rom 
the invader , which did n o t come for 
four long years, had a l ready a r r ived . 
A t a b o u t t en o'clock t h a t n igh t I was 
able t o repor t t o the A d m i r a l t y t h a t 
t h e coun t ry between t h e sea ancl t h e 
line Duncjuerque — Lille — T o u r n a i 
— G h e n t was clear of t h e enemy. 
Augus t 30 was our last clay a t Os tend . 

T h e orders to e m b a r k ' a t m y earliest 
convenience ' arr ived a t 4 A.M. on 
Augus t 31, a n d a t t h e same t i m e a con-
vincing h in t f rom the Admi ra l t h a t 
t h e r e were reasons why it was a case 
of t h e earlier t h e bet ter . W h a t with 
marching, digging, handl ing heavy 
stores, and going on ou tpos t d u t y 
near ly every night , t h e men, old ancl 
young, had p u t in four p r e t t y h e a v y 
days ' work by t h a t t ime, b u t no th ing 
to wha t t h e y got th rough in t h e next 
twelve hours. I did not know t h a t men 
were capable of such an effor t , b u t 
somehow or o ther all t he heavy weight 
of ammuni t ion ancl stores were brought 
in f rom t h e defense line. These , wi th 
tons of provisions and men ' s kits, were 
all brought by t h e one app roach to a 
q u a y equipped with only one small 
crane, sorted ou t as well as possible so 
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t h a t t h e r i g h t scores — abou t t h r ee 
hundred t o n s i n i l l—should be em-
barked in t h e right ships, and the force 
was on b o a r d t h e fleet, anchored a b o u t 
five miles a w a y from the harbor , soon 
a f t e r 5 P.M. T h e men, few of whom 
had had m u c h chance of sleep since 
leaving E n g l a n d , at once volunteered 
t o m a n some of t h e ship's guns a t n ight , 
t o give their chums a t sea a s tand-off ; 
a n d they had a little shooting d i rec t ly ' 

T h e Corahill Magazine 

a f t e r we got under w a y ; bu t" ' . tha t is 
ano the r s to ry . ' T h e whole population 
of Ostend seemed to be on t h e jetties 
and along t h e sea f r o n t t o cheer us, 
a n d we le f t our Belgian fr iends with 
m u c h regret , l i t t le th ink ing t h a t nearly 
four years of misery unde r t h e heavy 
hand of t h e H u n would be their lot 
before a force of R o y a l Mar ine s landed 
again on t h e coast of Belgium — on the 
Mole a t Zeebrugge. 

DOES EDUCATION MEAN HAPPINESS? 

IT is a specious and a shallow saying 
of the conservat ive th inke r t h a t t o 
m a k e the m a n y wise is b u t t o mul t ip ly 
misery. T o fill a m a n doomed to n a v v y ' s 
toil or the dullest routine wi th Pla tonic 
d reams and liberal aspirat ions is t o 
mock his chains. W h y br ing beau ty t o 
the caged clerk and leave him to mourn 
her violation? Did n o t those ' very-
Greek philosophers, of whom our senti-
men ta l Democra t s are a p t to discourse 
so fondly and so ineptly, segregate the 
herd of ar t isans f rom the fair and fine? 
T h e y knew well the t r u t h which Pope 
rhymed later for our guidance, t h a t 
shor t draughts f rom the Pier ian spring 
are the mos t fa ta l intoxicants , t h a t 
cul ture to be cul ture a t all m u s t be 
complete, and t h a t the learned illiter-
a t e is the most hapless of beings. 

T h u s the a rgument runs and those 
who, in Lord Morley 's s t r iking phrase, 
hold ' a vested interest in darkness , ' 
a re only too eager to use th is screen 
agains t the insurgent rays. M a n y and 
various are the answers m a d e to the 
charge, and yet another is for thcoming 
in a little book of recent publicat ion. 
M r . Harold Begbie in his Living Waters 

(Headley Bros.)', has j o t t e d down a 
-series of in terviews wi th .workers of 
m a n y types , a clerk, a doorkeeper; a 
collier, a Leeds Bolshevist , a Birming-
h a m Rusk in ian , all ofi w h o m describe 
for h im t h e invasion of t h o u g h t and 
learning in to the i r souls. I t is a plea for 
t h e energies of the Workers ' Educa -
t ional Association, a journa l i s t ' s plea 
if you will; b u t the in teres t of t h e book > 
lies in t h e revelat ions of t h e talkers 
r a the r t h a n in the c o m m e n t s of the 
l istener. And so fa r f r o m suppor t ing 
t h e conserva t ive assert ion t h a t book-
learning br ings only misery to those in 
pover ty , t h e general verdic t justifies 
a d u l t educa t ion on g rounds t h a t would 
sa t i s fy the s t r ic tes t u t i l i ta r ian . For 
those men , a t a n y ra te , communion 
wi th t h e wisdom of t h e ages and the 
b e a u t y of t h e world has n o t m a d e their 
w o r k a d a y lives intolerable. R a t h e r 
has i t so widened the i r gaze and in-
creased the i r responsiveness t h a t only 
b y this communion can life be endured. 
The i r ignorance was never bliss: 
the i r wisdom has never been folly. 
T h e Pier ian spring has quenched a 
raging th i r s t a n d b rough t happiness 
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